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Dear reader, have you heard that Black-browed Albatrosses are getting divorces more frequently? Histori-
cally, just 1% of albatrosses separate after choosing their life partner. These separations appear to be due 
to a pair’s reproductive failure. A recently published study looks at albatross pairs observed near the Falk-
land Islands over a 15 year study period. When the sea surface temperature anomaly (SSTA) leads to 
warmer than normal water temperatures, up to 8% of albatross couples split up. The authors of the study 
suggest two possible theories for the increased divorce rate when SSTA is warm. One is linked to the 
stress caused by the need for the birds to hunt for food for longer times and further distances away from 
the nest. Some birds fail to return in time for the breeding season, and thus their partners may move on 
with a new partner. A second theory is that albatross stress hormones go up in harsher environments, such 
as when waters are warmer. With tougher breeding conditions and food scarcity, a partner can be blamed 
for poor reproductive performance that can then trigger divorce.  

The original article is in Proceedings of the Royal Society B. You can view it at https://royalsocie-
typublishing.org/doi/full/10.1098/rspb.2021.2112.  

NEXT PROGRAM 
Monday, December 13 at 7:15 pm via Zoom 

Members’ Meeting 
This is your chance to show off your favorite pictures from the past year of birding. For those of you who 
are new to the club, the December meeting is reserved for members to present up to 10 pictures, presuma-
bly bird-related, to the meeting attendants. Because we are not meeting in person, we need to coordinate 
the pictures into one Powerpoint program prior to the meeting. If you would like to share pictures for this 
meeting, please send them in an email attachment to Laura Beltran at lauraandnature@gmail.com by De-
cember 3. Please let her know the precise order you would like your slides to appear. You may send sepa-
rate images or images embedded in a Powerpoint presentation. The Northampton CBC organizers will 
also tell us about plans for the count on December 19. 

As we won’t be meeting in person, you will have to provide your own cookies and beverages. The 
obvious loss is that we won’t be able to schmooze with each other like we did pre-pandemic. The obvious 
gain is that the beverages can be of the adult variety. Skol! 

UPCOMING PROGRAMS 
January 10, 2022. TBA. 
February 14, 2022. TBA.  
March 14, 2022. TBA. 

 
REMEMBERING SETH KELLOGG 

Seth Kellogg, a highly accomplished Valley birder, died on October 13 of this year. Among his many 
contributions to bird watching and the natural world, he wrote a weekly nature column in the Springfield 
Republican for 20 years, he was editor of Bird News of Western Massachusetts and the Hawk Migration 
Association of North America’s journal, he was the Voice of Audubon, and he served the Allen Bird Club 
as its president. 

https://royalsocietypublishing.org/doi/full/10.1098/rspb.2021.2112
https://royalsocietypublishing.org/doi/full/10.1098/rspb.2021.2112
mailto:lauraandnature@gmail.com
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS 
Greetings! Please join me in welcoming these new HBC members who have signed up in the past month: 
Anna Anderson, Grantham NH; Lisa McDaniels, Easthampton; and Elizabeth Vierling, Amherst. Our cur-
rent membership total is now 228, reflecting a total of just over 300 individuals. If you’re an unrenewed 
member who happens to see this newsletter, we’d love to welcome you back – it’s never too late to rejoin! 
With some holidays already upon us, and more ahead, I wish you a happy season.  

Lissa Ganter, membership@hampshirebirdclub.org 

FIELD TRIP NEWS 
Field Trip Report 
Mike Locher led the annual Dead Creek, VT Field Trip on October 31st and here’s his report: 

There were four of us (David Peake-Jones, Andrew Magee, and Pat Eagan – Jan Lamberg dropped 
out the night before). It was miserable weather all day – cold and rainy. We found 44 species overall, and 
the highlight (of course) was about 1700 Snow Geese. Unfortunately, they were always a little too far 
away to scan for Ross' Goose with any hope of success. As we left for the day, the whole flock rose up 
from the Gage Road area and flew back toward the main goose viewing area. The lake was quiet; we had 
single-digit numbers of White-winged Scoters, Horned Grebes, Common Loons, and Ring-necked Ducks. 
We had one Red-throated Loon, and another small loon that I suspect was a Pacific (but the viewing 
conditions were bad enough that I was unwilling to attach an ID to it). Other highlights were 8 Killdeer 
(the only shorebirds), a Pied-billed Grebe, at least five Northern Harriers (including one gray male), one 
Rough-legged Hawk, and three Yellow-rumped Warblers. 
Upcoming Field Trips 
Winter field trips will be posted in the January newsletter and the spring field trips in the March newslet-
ter. Any Hampshire Bird Club guidelines and restrictions for participation on field trips will be outlined at 
that time based on the CDC advisories and HBC Board decisions. 

If you are interested in offering an unusually exciting field trip, one of our regular annual trips, or a 
mundane trip, please contact Jim Lafley at fieldtrip@hampshirebirdclub.org  
Club Insurance Coverage 
On May 15th of this year the HBC insurance policy changed. The club no longer carries any vehicle acci-
dent or liability insurance. For any car travel during an HBC field trip, the driver’s automobile insurance 
policy covers your travel. If you choose to carpool, the driver's policy provides coverage. 

A CHAT WITH GEOFF LEBARON 
In early November Geoff LeBaron and I talked about his work as Director of the Audubon Christmas Bird 
Count, his early introduction to the natural world, some of his favorite trips, speakers who he invited to 
the HBC, and his interest in flying things other than birds. The portion of the chat about the Christmas 
Bird Count is below. The second half of the chat will be in a later newsletter issue. 
 
Newsletter: I know that not all readers of the 
newsletter know who you are and what you do, so 
can you tell me what it is that you do for work? 
Geoff LeBaron: Sometimes I wonder about that 
myself. I'm the International Director of the Audu-
bon Christmas Bird Count. A lot of people ask 
“What do you do for the other 49 weeks of the 
year?” That's really where almost all the work is 
for me. 

I’m in charge of managing the entire pro-
gram: managing the online data entry system, man-
aging the database behind the data entry system, 
and managing the public output of all of the CBC 
data including the overall review. The first six 
months of the year involve convincing compilers 
to finish their data entry. Then a group of about 
forty regional editors review the data. We can't fi-
nalize a season until every single account is re-
viewed after its data entry is completed. 

mailto:membership@hampshirebirdclub.org
mailto:fieldtrip@hampshirebirdclub.org
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Once all that happens, the regional editors 
write the regional summaries. This is the state that 
I’m in right now, trying to get the last of last sea-
son's regional summaries in so that we can publish 
all the results of last year’s CBC before the end of 
this month. 

We're also now starting up the 122nd CBC. 
Many CBC participants shifted how they did 
things last year given the Covid disruptions. There 
is a lot of hand-holding and coercing on my part. 

My position is within the Audubon Science 
Division. We get at least one if not a couple of re-
quests from researchers every week for CBC data. 
I also do a lot of interviews for media and such 
about the Christmas Bird Count. There's a lot of 
other stuff that we do that requires not just in-
depth statistical analysis or a technical paper kind 
of knowledge, but also plain birding and natural 
history knowledge, and those don't necessarily go 
hand in hand. So I’m on call to review things and 
help with input on projects, programs, publications 
and products that the Audubon Science Division is 
putting out or for papers that we're writing. 

One of the things we're trying to do now is to 
delve a lot more deeply into the longer-term data 
set of the Christmas Bird Count. It's about the only 
database that goes back over 100 years. We're try-
ing to figure out what has happened with bird pop-
ulations over time and how their ranges have 
shifted over time.  
N: You mentioned the regional editors. Do they do 
a lot of the reviewing and writing up of the data? 
GL: Wayne Petersen is our New England regional 
editor. He makes sure that the data as they are in 
the database are accurate and valid. For example, if 
a compiler was to enter six Resplendent Quetzals 
for the Northampton Christmas Count, then the da-
tabase software would let them do that. It doesn't 
have the kind of built in validation checks that 
eBird has. The regional editors are basically doing 
the last level of data checking based on their ex-
pertise on the birds of their regions. The first level 
is the field party leader. The next level is the com-
piler because the compiler has to agree that the 
data that they enter into the database are the offi-
cial results of each count. And then, once the com-
pilers check the entry off as completed, then the re-
gional editors cast their eyes on it and make sure 
that not only the bird data but also the effort data 

are complete, because the effort data on the Christ-
mas Bird Count are as important as bird data. In 
theory, the more people there are counting in a 
given area, the more birds they will see, even if 
there aren't more birds in that area. When we're do-
ing long term analyses, we use count effort to nor-
malize the count data based on party hours put in.  

I do a lot of other stuff, not only for the Sci-
ence Division, but also for the organization as a 
whole. I do product reviews for the brand market-
ing team. I review both the online and print Audu-
bon magazine prior to publication and stuff like 
that. It's enough to keep me busy. 
N: I imagine that you work out of your home now. 
Is that the way that it has always been? 
GL: No, when I started in December of 1987 and 
continuing through my first 11 years I did a 
weekly commute to New York City. I would drive 
from Williamsburg on Monday and stay in New 
York through at least Wednesday, but often Thurs-
day and sometimes Friday. If I came back before 
the end of the work week, I would work at home.  

When I started, the CBC was 100% a paper 
program. I sent out an identical paper-form booklet 
to every compiler everywhere, and they filled them 
all out by hand and mailed them back to me. To 
get them into printable form, I had to edit all of 
them for typesetting. Then we had to proofread it 
all to prepare for printing. We ended up with what 
some people may remember as the telephone book 
issue of six to seven hundred pages that included 
all the results of every Christmas Bird Count that 
was done everywhere. 

There was no digital database at all at that 
point though there were some subsets of the data 
that had been computerized by researchers here 
and there, and a couple of decades worth of data 
had been digitized, but the long term database we 
have now didn't exist. In about 1998 National 
Audubon and the Cornell Laboratory of Ornithol-
ogy collaborated and got a very large NSF grant to 
create what we called “BirdSource” at the time. 
One person in New Mexico, John Shipman, hand-
entered all the data from 100 years’ worth of CBCs 
from Xerox copies. And this Christmas Bird Count 
database allowed us to start BirdSource which 
evolved into eBird. 

These days the CBC is 100% online. There's 
no paper at all. It has been an interesting evolution 
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as the Christmas Bird Count transformed to an 
online program and much more. When the major-
ity of what I was doing became online work, it did-
n't really make sense for me to be commuting to 
New York to do that. So as soon as we completed 
the initial year of online data entry I began work-
ing from home full time. 
N: You must have been on the phone all the time 
on those days when you worked from home back in 
the 1980s. 
GL: Yes, there were lots of phone calls and a bit of 
that newfangled email. And there were a lot of let-
ters. Remember handwritten letters or typed let-
ters? 

Back then I had to hand edit every single 
Christmas Bird Count booklet that came in. And, 
at that time, there was, as many people will re-
member, a participation fee of $5 per field ob-
server. A fair number of people didn't particularly 
like that. Back then a significant portion of my job 
was raising $200,000 each year, $5 at a time. It 
was then up to the compilers to collect the fees. 
Around here the fee was never a major problem, 
but there were some hardcore people who were in-
fluential in the CBC program, especially in Kansas 
and Oregon, who felt that Audubon should not re-
quire volunteers to pay for doing their volunteer 
work. 

There was an Oregon revolt. One person 
communicated with many of the compilers in Ore-
gon and said “If you don't want to collect the fees 
then don't collect the fees and don't send in your 
counts.” For a couple of years I only got about half 
the number of counts that I had been getting from 
Oregon. In Kansas the counts just were never sub-
mitted. Eventually the situation in Oregon turned 
around and the person who had been the instigator 
of the Oregon revolt became the Oregon and 
Washington regional editor for several years, and 
became one of the biggest supporters of the CBC 
out there. After the last published hardcopy report 
for the 102nd CBC, we dropped the fee because the 
bulk of the money raised went to publishing and 
mailing the printed report.  

My last interesting CBC anecdote is about 
Covid. Prior to the pandemic Audubon had mi-
grated to Zoom as our institutional conference 

calling system. I’d been working from home for 
twenty-something years so the day-to-day shift in 
work had no bearing on me, because I’d been on 
Zoom calls almost every day for years. That was 
certainly not true for most people. National Audu-
bon has 85 people who work in the headquarters 
office in New York, which is still closed. And all 
the centers had to be completely shut down be-
cause of Covid. 

For last year’s 121st count there was a signif-
icant period of time in which I strongly felt that we 
were going to have to cancel it because of Covid. 
The social aspect of the CBC is so important. It's 
the main reason, I think, that a lot of people keep 
doing it. I am a good example – I still go to Rhode 
Island for my traditional Christmas Bird Count that 
I did when I was in graduate school. I couldn't do 
that last year. It wasn’t like there were police at the 
border, but I felt, as the international director of 
the program, that I shouldn't be breaking the rules. 

This year participation will be based on state 
and local regulations when we get to December 14. 
We are giving compilers the option again this year 
to cancel if they don't want to deal with Covid re-
strictions. We fully supported their decisions last 
year and not as many counts were canceled as I 
had expected. Only about 200 or 250 were, and 
those were very regionally specific. A lot of the 
big counts in California got canceled because Cali-
fornia was really in bad shape Covid-wise during 
the CBC last year. 

We have been wondering if the change in 
protocols to deal with Covid would affect the data 
and if the data would be comparable to the last 
sixty years worth of data when things were more 
standardized. An interesting thing is that, even 
though we had 200 to 250 fewer counts than for 
the previous season, the species totals and numbers 
of birds that were tallied last year for most counts 
are as high as if not higher than average. I think 
that may be because people were in smaller groups 
so that they could more thoroughly cover their ar-
eas plus we had a lot more feeder watchers which 
would make for a lot more birds. Also, it was an 
unusual year in that the weather across North 
America was good for most of the count period. 
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NORTHAMPTON CHRISTMAS COUNT 
We will offer three Zoom meetings for the MANO CBCers. These are orientation/review meetings to pre-
pare for this year’s MANO Christmas Bird Count. They will be held:  
Area Leaders Meeting – Tuesday, December 14, 7:00pm  
We’ll talk via Zoom about continued COVID-19 protocols: team coverage, how to manage multiple 
groups and times, forms for data submission (that will follow eBird taxonomy) and owling. Dealing with 
rare bird forms and photos will also be discussed.  
Participant Meeting – Thursday, December 16, 7:00pm 
This Zoom session will cover the “how, where and when” of the count, Covid-19 protocols, maps, the 
website, rare bird documentation and how to track what you count for the area leader. 
Feeder Watcher Meeting – Friday, December 17, 6:00pm 
In this Zoom meeting we will describe how to count feeder birds and how to submit the information.  
On Monday, December 20th, 7 pm, we’ll have a Zoom summary of the count. 

To register for these free Zoom meetings, please email virtualbirding@hampshirebirdclub.org. Put 
your meeting title role in the subject line (CBC Leader, CBC Participant, CBC Feeder Watcher or Compi-
lation Meeting) so we can include you in the correct Zoom meeting list. The count will take place on Sun-
day, December 19. Check the HBC website https://hampshirebirdclub.org/cbc and HBC’s Facebook page 
for updates. 
  Janice Jorgensen and Amanda Kallenbach 

THE HBC QUIZ 
The answers to the second set of six quiz questions, found in last month’s newsletter, are below. We’ll 
have more questions in future newsletters. 
Answers:  
5)  In breeding season European Starling sexes differ in the color at the base of the yellow bill; the bill is 
dark the rest of the year. 
6)  The Rock Pigeon (= Rock Dove = Pigeon) has a white rump and glides with its wings in a steep dihe-
dral. The dihedral of a Red-tailed Hawk is not nearly as steep, and Northern Harriers are not nearly as 
common here. 
7)  A singing male Chestnut-sided Warbler says, “I want to see Miss Beecher,” “Pleased, pleased, pleased 
to meetcha,” and/or “I want to kill my teacher.” 
8)  Most birds drink with a scooping motion; doves, however, use their bills as straws. Here in Western 
Massachusetts such an observation would, barring a rarity or escapee, narrow the possibilities to Rock Pi-
geon or Mourning Dove. 
9)  The Eastern Towhee was once better known as the Chewink. 
10)  Most of our plovers lack a hind toe (hallux for those who like fancy words), but Black-bellied Plov-
ers, like most birds, have 4 toes, including a hind toe, on each foot. Most sandpipers have 4 toes on each 
foot, but Sanderlings lack the hind toe. 
 

THE NEW YEAR IS UPON US 
I think that the great philosopher Yogi Berra summed up pretty well what I think 2022 and beyond hold 
for us. He said “The future ain’t what it used to be.” Happy New Year to you! 
 
 
 
Spoil a good walk: go birding!          newsletter@hampshirebirdclub.org                        Dave Gross, Editor 

mailto:virtualbirding@hampshirebirdclub.org
https://hampshirebirdclub.org/cbc
https://www.facebook.com/groups/HampshireBirdClub
mailto:newsletter@hampshirebirdclub.org
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