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March, 2001 

PROGRAMS 

All meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. at the Immanuel Lutheran Church in Amherst 
Should bad weather force cancellation, it will be announced on WIIMP-AM 1400 

In February we were treated to How to 
Spot an Owl, a program presented by 
Pat Sutton. This month we will be 
treated to How to Spot an Ornitholo-
gist, a program presented by our own 
ornithologist, (or, as he as been 
known to describe himself orne-
tythologist) David Spector. 

"Ornithologists, birdwatchers, birders, 
oh my!" Dorothy might say, while 
Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid 

'gin ask, "Who are those guys?" 

In this talk David will consider the 
meanings of "birdwatcher," "birder," 
and, especially, "ornithologist" He 
will discuss the history of the use of 
these terms, particularly in the nine-
teenth and twentieth centuries. David 
will cite examples of literary orni-
thologists from the works of Mazy 
Shelley, Sarah Ome Jewett, Ralph 
Waldo Emerson and John Burroughs, 
and will use selected New England 
ornithologists as illustrations of the 
species. 

David Spector is an associate profes-
sor of biology at Central Connecticut 
State University and former president 
of the Hitchcock Center for the Envi-
ronment His research has focused on 
the singing behavior of birds, espe-
cially of the Yellow Warbler. David 
has been a member of the Hampshire 
Bird Club since its first meeting and 
has presented six previous programs 
to the club. His subjects ranged from 
talks on his research to programs with 
unusual titles like How to Misidentify 
Birds, Naturalists and Novelists and 
What Hath Peterson Wrought: the 
Evolution of Field Guides. He was 
also moderator of an Ill3C panel dis-

cussion on Birding Ethics. He has 
published articles in a variety of pub-
lications, including those geared to-
ward each of the subjects of this pres-
entation: Bird Watcher's Digest, 
Birder's World, and Current Orni-
thology. 

David is one of our favorite speakers. 
Come! 

FIELD TRIPS 

Programs To Come: April 9 — Irene 
Peppetberg ("In Search of King 
Solomon's Ring: Studies on the Cog-
nitive and Communicative Abilities of 
Grey Parrots"), May 14— Al and Lois 
Richardson ("Ruffs, Reeves, and 
Reindeer — Birding in Finland and 
Lapland"), and June 11 — Peter Yau-
key ("Birding Louisiana"). 

"HOW to SPOT an OWL" 

At last month's meeting, we did not 
have Pat & Clay Sutton's book, How 
to Spot an Owl available for sale and 
signing as planned. The Sutton's have 
sent us book order forms from the 
Cape May Observatory Book Store 
and will be happy to "personalin" 
each book to whomever. These forms 
will be available at the March meeting 
or contact Sally if you would like one 
mailed to you. 

Please call the trip leader to register so that plans can be made for the size of the group and you can be notified f a change is nec-
essary. We recommend that participants carpool whenever possible and that all persons in the car (driver included) share costs 
equally on the basis of 30 cents per mile plus tolls and parking fees. 

February Trip Reports: 

on 2/3 Scott Surner led an excellent 
full-day trip to Maine's Southern 
Shore. Five members tallied 37 bird 

species on a day that was sunny with a 
light wind. Highlights included Great 
Cormorant, Canvasback, 35 Peregrine 
Falcons, Iceland Gull, 20 Black 

Guillemots; 20 . Razorbills and 20 
Yellow-rtunped Warblers. 

On 2/10 Al Richards and Shawn 
Smolen-Morton headed for the Ply-



mouth and Falmouth area of the Mas-
sachusetts South Shore. Four hardy 
participants braved strong sustained 
winds and cold temperatures. Despite 
the weather, a good time and good 
birding were had by all. 64 species 
were recorded. Highlights included 
12 Canvasbacks, all three species of 
scoter, a Red-shouldered Hawk, a 
Rough-legged Hawk, a Common 
Black-headed Gull, a Razorbill, a 
Short-eared Owl, a Northern Shrike, 
and a very late (or very early) Red 
Knot, a remarkable bird at this time of 
year in Massachusetts. 

On 2/14 Harvey Allen reports that the 
monthly Morning Sweep of the Con-
necticut River Valley took a group of 
six to the Windsor area where White-
winged Crossbills had been sighted on 
Flintstone Road. It was a cloudy 
winters day (color was not good) but it 

didn't snow or rain and there was no 
wind. The group had good looks at 
10 to 12 crossbills, nine Pine Siskins, 
a Red-breasted Nuthatch, an adult 
Northern Shrike and a . smattering of 
Blue Jays, Crows, and chickadees. 
Mammals included red squirrel and 
chipmunk. 

On 2/24 Zeke Jakub led a group of 
seven to view the White-winged 
Crossbills on Flintstone Road and to 
Barton's Cove and the Canal for wa-
terfowl. 15 plus species were counted 
in nice but nippy weather. White-
winged Crossbills, Pine Siskins, Pur-
ple Finch, Common Goldeneye, and 
Cedar Waxwings were a few of the 
highlights, but the best of all were 
three Golden-crowned Kinglets feed-
ing on the ground, not five feet from 
the viewers. Zeke said it was the best 
view of this species he has ever had! 

MONHEGAN ISLAND: Listen-up!!! 

This is almost your last chance to sign up for the annual Monbegan Island Memorial Day 
Field Trips since the Club's beginnings. 

The annual club trip to this fabled 
migrant trap (and generally remark-
able place) led by Andrew Magee and 
David Peake-Jones is scheduled for 
Friday, May 25— Monday, May 28. 
We will meet at Port Clyde, Maine 
(carpools generally available from the 
Valley), boat to the island, and stay in 
rustic accommodations at the Trailing 
Yew. The island in May usually hosts 
a wide variety of migrant songbirds. 
An optional trip to Eastern Egg Rock 
allows for looks at puffins, various 
terns and perhaps even the odd alcid 
or pelagic species. 

If you have never been on this trip 
(our first was in 1984) you should 
know that birds (and they are plenti-
ful) are just one part of the Monhegan 
experience. Take an island eleven 
miles off the mainland. Take wild-
flowers and ocean and blue skies and 
night skies filled with starlight, not 

city light. Take hiking and sitting on 
rocks looking east over the ocean 
searching for whales. If the weather 

does not cooperate there is the com-
fort of warm fireplaces and lots of 
books. Add good food, good com-
pany, lots of laughs and skilled lead-
ers to show you around and help you 
identify the many birds you will see 
and you have a better idea of what's 
in store. 

The cost of the trip will be in the vi-
cinity of $250.00, including ferry 
transportation from Port Clyde, lodg-
ing, breakfasts and dinners on the 
island. Add to this the cost of the 
potential trip to Eastern Egg Rock 
($12.50), tips for the island staff, 
lunches, snacks, an optional lobster 
dinner on the island, plus shared 
mileage costs if you carpool, and you 
have a rough idea what the cost will 

be. A $50.00 deposit (due March 31) 
is required to save a spot. 

Contact David at 413-529-9541 or 
davidpj@the-spacom for more in-
formation and to register. He needs to 
make reservations soon. 

Coming up: (Please refer to the blue 
Field Trip List for descriptions and 
more information.): 

On 3/14 — Harvey Allen (413-2 1
7963) leads his monthly half-day 
Morning Sweep of the Connecticut 
River Valley hoping for "Duck Soup" 
(Waterfowl in the Valley). 

On 3/17 — This month's full-day Lei-
surely and Local Saturday Morning 
trip will be led by Stacy Adams (413-
367-0177) and will hope to view 
many signs of early migration Warm 
clothes, lunch, snacks a must! 

On 3/24 — Al Richards (413-665-
2761) will lead a full-day Waterfowl 
migration trip along the Connecticut 
River. Warm clothes, lunch, snacks a 
must! 

Weekend trip, the hallmark of Hir-

And, while we are on the subject of 
weekend trips, the Club is thinking 
about offering a Columbus Day week-
end trip to Cape May led by Scott 
Sumer. There will be more details in 
subsequent Newsletters, but you might 
want to start thinking about it now. 

Shawn Smolen-Morton, Field Trip 
Chair, is always happy to hear your 
suggestions of places you would like 
the Club to visit or to talk to you if 
you would be interested in being con-
sidered as a trip leader. He can be 
reached at 413-863-4569 or by email 
at bachman@complitumass edu. 

Remember to use the Voice of Audu-
bon to learn what birds are being 
seen locally and across the state or to 
make a report. A toll-free number 
will put you in touch with the state-,---, 
wide .system at Lincoln that covers 
four separate Rare Bird Alert areas h. 
Massachusetts. Call 1-888-224-6444 
and follow directions 



MISCELLANEOUS 

BIOTHON/BIRDATHON 

BIOTHON 2001: support environ-
mental education and have fun! The 
Hitchcock Center will hold its second 
annual 24-hour Biothon fundraiser 
from Friday afternoon May 18 to Sat-
urday afternoon May 19. During the 
Biothon, teams go out and count bird 
species and/or whatever other species 
(wildflowers, amphibians, mammals, 
mushrooms, etc.) they choose. Each 
volunteer team collects pledges per 
species in support of environmental 
education at Hitchcock. The Biothon 
coincides with the HBC big day Bir-
dathon, so people can choose to do 
both (or either or neither) at the same 
time. Anyone interested in partici-
pating in the Biothon should contact 
David Spector at 413-323-4885. The 
rest of you be forewarned — partici-
pants will be descending with pledge 
sheets in coming months! 

/ARDATHON 2001: support envi-
ronmental education and have fun! 
The Hampshire Bird Club, Inc. will 
hold its first annual 24-hour Bir-
dathon and Potluck Extravaganza 
from Friday afternoon May 18 to Sat-
urday afternoon May 19. The purpose 

The ever-popular Spring Birding 
Course is back for the twenty-third 
year, this year taught by Scott Sumer. 
Scott who has been birding for over 
twenty-five years, was one of the 
founders of the HBC (for which he 
served as president) and was the 
Voice of Audubon for Western Mass. 

of the Birdathon is to observe the 
most species of birds in Western Mas-
sachusetts in a 24-hour period and 
help the Hitchcock Center raise funds. 

Teams consisting of 2-4 persons, or-
ganized on their own, with special 
consideration for team members' dis-
positions (casual, relaxed, competi-
tive) will bird as many hours during 
the period as they choose. The area 

for birding is limited to Western Mas-
sachusetts, from the east side of the 
Quiabbin west (west of State Road 32). 
Shawn Smolen-Morton will facilitate 
matching those birders who cannot 
find a team. 

(The Birdathon is in voluntary part-
nership with the Hitchcock Center's 
Biothon, a pledge-based fundraiser. 
HBC Birdathon participants or teams 
are encouraged to seek pledges per 
species. EXAMPLE: Your co-worker 
pledges 5 cents per species, to a 
maximum of 100 species. Your team 
identifies 80 species. Your co-worker 
donates four dollars to the Hitchcock 
Center Pledges. Donations are not 

THE HITCHCOCK CENTER 

During this ten-week course, Scott 
will emphasize identification, bird 
topography, distribution and over-all 
migration patterns. The majority of 
the field trips will be half days with 
an all day trip to Plum Island at the 
end of May. There will be nine 
Wednesday evening classes (7:00 — 

required for participation in the Bir-
dathon.) 

Register your team with Shawn 
Smolen-Morton. He needs the number 
of team members, a team name (if 
desired), and a team leader. All spe-
cies must be either heard or seen by at 
least two members of the team. Spe-
cies and team totals will be compiled 
prior to the Potluck Extravaganza at 
the Hitchcock Center. Contact Shawn 
for more information and to register 
at 413-863-4569 or by email at bach-
mann@complit macs edu. 

IMPORTANT: In order to make the 
Potluck Extravaganza happen, we 
need some volunteers! A team of 
three or four people plus help and 
encouragement from the Hitchcock 
people (which we already have) can 
accomplish this with ease. If you 
would be interested in helping please 
call me (Sally.) 

9:00) beginning on March 28 and ten 
morning field trips beginning March 
31. The course is for beginners as 
well as for those who wish to hone 
their skills. There is a fee. Call the 
Center at 413-256-6006 for more in-
formation and to register. 



THE BUTTERFLY INSITTUTE 

"Butterflies are very interesting. Here 
these things are little grubs for a 
while. Then they go into a little cof-
fin. There they are in a sarcophagus, 
and then they come out and dance 
with the angels." Roger Tory Peterson 
once made this statement Would you 
be interested in learning more about 
butterflies? Would you like to be able 
to identify them, learn their habits 
and habitats? For the second year, 

I recently went to see the uplifting 
comedy-drama "Finding Forrester." 
The quiet of the theater was shattered 
when I emitted an embarrassing 
shriek at one of the most hilarious 
pieces of bird misidentification I have 
ever heard. Without revealing too 
much, the director must have thought 
Sean Connery (playing Forrester, a 
reclusive literary curmudgeon hiding 
in a high rise New York apartment) 
needed to make some gesture which 
would highlight his chief eccentricity 
— a tendency to spy on other inhabi-

Those of you who attended the De-
cember Bird Club meeting or read my 
piece in the Newsletter about naming 
birds, know that I hate it when the 
ABA or AOU mess around with the 
common names of birds. Common 
names should be just that — the names 
commonly used. However, I also 
think some names don't fit and should 
be changed. 

Names that do fit are Ring-billed Gull 
and Blue-footed Booby. These are 
perfect. They explain what they rep-
resent. You know you've got it right 
But what about a name like Tri-
colored Blackbird? There are at least 
three birds in the book that match this' 

The Massachusetts Butterfly Club is 
sponsoring the Butterfly Institute, 
seven classroom sessions and seven 
field trips to help us learn to "dance 
with the angels." Classes will be 
held at the Hitchcock Center in 
Amherst on Tuesday evenings from 
7:00 — 9:00 starting May 1. Field 
trips begin on May 5. There is a fee. 

HBC MOVIE REVIEW 
by David Peake-Jones 

tants of his neighborhood with bin-
oculars. Importantly, the chosen ges-
ture is also supposed to point to For-
rester's relentless scholarship and 
eclectic intellect At a suitably dra-
matic moment, Forrester catches a 
glimpse of some movement outside 
the window_ With an impressive 
flourish, he sweeps out the aged 
bino's, focuses on the object of inter-
est and says, "I'm looking at a male, 
highly attractive. Probably wandered 
up here from the park." 

BIRD WORDS 
by Henry Lappen 

description. So, on my new checklist 
you will notice a change to Tied-for-
colored Blackbird And that's just 
the beginning Some others I've re-
named for accuracy's sake include 
Grey-blue Heron, Red-bellied Wood-
pecker, Sharp-chinned Hawk (I 
mean, what part of a hawk is sharp?), 
Rose-he-ain't Tern, Summer-spotted 
Sandpiper, Okay-colored Sparrow, 
and Shorter-billed Dowitcher. How 
about yellowthroats? Common Yel-
lowthroat is fine but I think the Yel-
low-breasted Chat should be renamed 
Uncommon Yellowthroat. I've also 
corrected the names of others. We 
now have the Blue-and-green-winged 
Teal, the Just-green-winged Teal the 

Think about it. Tom Gagnon remirt,--/ 
us that butterflies are out there when 
the sun is up, you don't have to set the 
alarm for the middle of the night and 
you can turn over in bed if it is pour-
ing rain. Maybe it's time to take up a 
second (or third or fourth) hobby? 

Call Tom Gagnon at 413-584-6353 
for more information and to register. 

While the co-star jumps to several 
anthropocentric and mistaken conclu-
sions (as Forrester intended), the film 
cuts to the male in question: a well-
known warbler. Forrester, in his rich 
Scottish brogue, proceeds to offer a 
sage but hideously incorrect ID. Y-- - 
only is the appearance wildly off 
the notion of Foliester's bird appear-
ing in that particular context is wildly 
amusing. Please see this -film, (which 
has many re-deeming features) and 
try not to shriek! 

White-crowned-and-throated Spar-
row, and a new name for the Pigeon 
Guillemot, the Also-black Guillemot. 

Now, I don't want to split feathers or 
grouse about it, but I was wondering 
what to call the female of this species. 
Let me know if you favor Reeve 
Grouse or Smoothed Grouse. 

Okay, just one more change, the 
Henslow 's Sparrow. Who ever heard 
of Henslow (besides David Spector)? 
There are a lot of birds named after 
obscure people and I thought 
Henslow can have one, why can't I? 
know I'm not a hot-shot birder. I 
can't hear a thing and can hardly fo-



cus binoculars. But, so what? Doesn't 
intelligence, good looks and a big ego 
count for something? I'm not too 
-eedy. If you don't approve of 

Sparrow then how about . . . 
Lappen's Rock Dove? I'll be pro-
posing these changes at the next AOU 

The U. S. Fish & Wildlife Service is 
organizing a wetland festival to be 
held on the Amherst Town Common 
on May 19 and 20, 2001 to celebrate 

congress and hope you'll support me. 
III lose, the HOU will be printing up 
the new checklist soon. 

P.S. — I don't believe in taking bribes 
or anything, bM there are a few names 
I haven't chosen yet . . . 

PIONEER VALLEY WETLAND FEST 2001 

National Wetlands Month. Roger 
Titter, Regional Wetland Coordinator, 
is looking for artists, photographers 
and craftspeople who work with wet-

Thanks, Henry for bringing us this 
new way of considering bird nomen-
clature. Anybody out there in reader-
land who would like a bird with their 
name attached? You could achieve 
fame and a place of honor on the 
HOU list! Think about it 

land-related themes to exhibit and sell 
their work If you are interested in 
participating, contact Roger at 413-
253-8620 or at ralph_tiner@fws.org. 

We thank BACKYARD BIRDS at 17 Strong Avenue in Northampton for continuing to offer a 10% discount to all HBC members 
for all purchases. 

The 2000 — 2001 MEMBERSHIP LIST as of 1/29/01 was enclosed with February Newsletter. Following are additions and correc-
tions to that list. Please check your own information to make sure that it is accurate. If by chance there is an error not reported be-
low, please let me (Sally) know so it can be corrected on the master list and in the next Newsletter. If you need a membership list, 
please call me or pick one up at the meetings. 

MEMBERSHIP LIST 2000-2001 
Additions/Corrections 

dditions: 

Bell, Jeanne: add email — hollyh@mtdata  com 

Corrections:

Page 5 under Committee Chair/Contact: Library head is Anne Cann (not Anne Lombard.) 
ICrumhansl, Marilyn: change last name to Dahl 
Lombard, Anne: change address to 55 Washington Ave. 

New members: 

Goodman, Nancy and Mike Kotarba, 429 River Drive, Hadley, MA 01035; HPh: 413-549-4521; email: wildeyes@javanet.com. 
Kriebel, Sylvia B., 120 Pulpit Hill Rd., Amherst MA 01002; HPh: 413-549-7964; email: sbkriebel@yahoo.com 
McCarthy, Mary S. & Bob Hawley, 11 Harkness Road, Pelham, MA 01002-9704; HPh: 413-253-3592. 
Scrim°, Brandyn & Jeff, 127 North Main Street, Apt_ A, South Deerfield, MA 01373; HPh: 413-665-9733. 
Windsor, Michael: 219 New Salem Rd., Wendell MA 01379; HPh: 978-544-7533; email: murreblind@hotmail corn. 
Wolfson, Karen: 16 Tracy Circle, Amherst MA 01002. HPh: 413-253-5391. 

Sally Venman, Newsletter Editor 
(413) 549-1098 
svenman@external.umass.edu 


