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PROGRAMS 
All meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. at the Immanuel Lutheran Church in Amherst. 
Should bad weather force cancellation, it will be announced on WI-LI/IP-AM 1400. 

On Monday, June 14, Peter Yaukey returns to his hometown 
to present a program titled "Birding Louisiana." Louisiana 
has proved intriguing to birders since John James Audubon 
resided there in the 1800s. It is teeming with avifauna, host-
ing some of the largest concentrations of birds on the conti-
nent. Even urban New Orleans is alive with showy and dra-
matic species. Gull-billed Terns and Black Skimmers nest 
atop shopping malls, Yellow-crowned Night-Herons nest in 
residential back yards, and a multitude of large waders stalk 
canals in the medians of busy thoroughfares. The southern 
reaches of the state, from the Mississippi River delta west 
through the coastal prairies, now largely converted to rice and 

aw-fish aquaculture, comprise the largest expanse of wet-
ands in the lower 48 states. Today it is alive with birds, 

hosting massive wintering and migratory concentrations of 
water and marsh birds. Extensive bottomland forests remain 

along rivers and bayous, populated by high densities of south-
ern specialty species. In the southwest corner of the state, 
ribbons of stunted coastal forest cling to stranded beach ridges 
called cheniers and play host to astonishing concentrations of 
migratory landbirds during "fallouts" in the spring and fall. 

Peter IL Yaukey grew up in Amherst and was a charter mem-
ber of the Hampshire Bird Club. He lived and birded in Vir-
ginia, Colorado, and Georgia on the way to getting his Ph.D. 
in Physical Geography in 1991. He has worked as a professor 
of geography at the University of New Orleans ever since, 
where he lives with his wife and two sons. Peter conducts 
research on the effects of urban habitat disturbance on mi-
gratory landbird populations in New Orleans. 

It will be great to welcome Peter back to Amherst. 

COMING NEXT YEAR 

It may be of interest to you to have a preview of some of the 
programs we can look forward to next year. Program Chair 
Stacy Adams has arranged to bring Jerry Bertrand, past 
president of Massachusetts Audubon, to Amherst on Septem-
ber 10. He'll be taking us to Peru on an Amazon Adventure. 
On October 15 perennial favorites Mark and Marcia Wilson 
will return to present a program on Nantucket. Sam Friede, 
well-known tour leader from Connecticut, will be with us on 
November 12 to speak on the Bolivian Amazon. December 3 
is the date for the annual holiday party when members show 

their own natural history slides and plans are made for the 
Christmas Bird Count. Local legend Dave Small will start 
the new year with a program discussing natural history inter-
ests on January 14; Bill Danielson joins us on February 11 to 
speak on bird rehabilitation; Jeff Podos will speak to us on 
Galapagos Finches on May 13 and Marta Hersek will present 
a program on Ovenbirds on June 10. Other programs are be-
ing planned for March 11 and April 8 for those who might 
wish to make note on the calendar. 

A summer mystery: Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson went on a camping trip. After a good meal and a bot-
tle of Chateau Lafitte they lay down in their tent for the night and went to sleep. Some hours later, 
Holmes awoke and nudged his faithful friend awake. "Watson, look up at the sky and tell me what you see." 
Watson replied, "I see millions and millions of stars." "What does that tell you?" Holmes questioned. Wat-
son pondered for a minute. "Astronomically, it tells me that there are millions of galaxies and potentially 
billions of planets. Astrologically, I observe that Saturn is in Leo. Homologically, I deduce that the time is 

proximately a quarter past three. Theologically. I can see that God is all powerful and that we are small 
and insignificant. Meteorologically, I suspect that we will have a beautiful day tomorrow. What does it tell 
you?" Holmes was silent for a minute, then spoke. "Watson, you idiot, someone has stolen our tent!" 



Two vultures board an airplane, each carrying two dead raccoons. The stewardess looks at them and says, 
"I'm sorry, gentlemen, only one carrion allowed per passenger. 

WHAT A BOARD! 

Before moving on, a few words and a huge tribute need to go 
to the former board, and what a board it was! In June, 2000 
the HBC Board took on the task of reviewing and updating 
every component on our field trip policies. With the help of 
lawyer Bill Hart they identified policies and practices which 
needed to be updated and then they went to work. 

Changes were made everywhere, from adding the "Inc." to 
the logo, to changing the way minutes of meetings were 
maintained, to revising every form they could find. (Member-
ship Release Form, Field Trip Policy, Field Trip Guidelines 
for New Participants, Overnight Field Trip Evaluation Form, 
Overnight Medical Information Form, Emergency Guardian-
ship Proxy for Minors). 

On May 15, the last piece was put in place when the club 
moved from buying short-term liability policies for each 
overnight trip ($350 each time) to buying a year-long liability 
policy covering all field trips and club activities ($1400). Cost 
will be split between overnight participants (who have tradi-
tionally paid for the insurance) and the membership dues. 
Rarely has a Board met so often and rarely has a Board ac-
complished so much. 

To officers Mary Alice Wilson, Stacy Adams, David Peake-
Jones, Joanne Parker, and Mark Mount and Members-at-
Large Sue Emerson, David Gross, Jim Marcum, Dennis 
McKenna, Jan Ortiz and Scott Surner go 
CONGRATULATIONS!! — WELL DONE!! — and a huge 
THANK Y017,1111

At our May meeting the nominating committee of Jan Ortiz 
(chair), Sue Emerson and Merry Cushing presented a slate of 
officers and members at large for the membership's approval. 
The following slate was elected: Mary Alice Wilson (Presi-
dent), Geoff Le Baron (Vice President/Program Director), 
David Gross (Treasurer), Jan Howard (Communications 
Secretary), Sue Emerson (Membership Secretary), and Mem-
bers-at-Large: Stacy Adams, Dennis McKenna, Jan Ortiz, 
David Peake-Jones, Scott Surner and Sally Venman. We 
welcome the new members and wish them well in the year 
ahead. If you should have concerns or wish input in Club op-
erations feel free to contact one of them. You are welcome to 
attend Board meetings and can get information by calling 
Mary Alice Wilson 413-548-9078 or by email at mwil-
son@l2s.phasturnass.edu. 

Two boll weevils grew up in South Carolina. One went to Hollywood and became a famous actor. The otha-1
stayed behind in the cotton fields and never amounted to much. The second one, naturally, became known 
as the lesser of two weevils. 

FIELD TRIPS 
Please call the trip leader to register so that plans can be made for the size of the group and you can be notified f a change is nec-

essary. We recommend that participants carpool whenever possible and that all persons in the car (driver included) share costs 
equally on the basis of 30 cents per mile plus tolls and parking fees. Shawn Smolen-Morton, Field Trip Chair, is always happy to 
hear your suggestions of places you would like the Club to visit or to talk to you if you would be interested in being considered as a 
trip leader. He can be reached at 413-863-4569 or by email at bachman@complit.umass.edu. 

Trip Reports 

The monthly half-day Leisurely and local Saturday Morning 
trip on May 5 was led by Shirley Hilborn and Anne Lombard. 
10 people saw Cliff Swallow, Louisiana Waterthrush, Bobo-
links, Northern Orioles and heard Winter Wren before rain 
sent participants home. 

On Saturday, May 12 Tom Gagnon led his traditional full 
day trip to East Quabbin. The group of 12 tallied 96 species 
of birds in sunny weather. Highlights included an immature 
Great Cormorant, a Black-billed Cuckoo, a young Great 
Horned Owl in a Great Blue Heron's nest (no nesting Great 
Blues this year), 22 Scarlet Tanagers and three Cerulean 
Warblers (one of 18 warbler species). A spectacular display 

of wild Columbine and great butterflies rounded out the 
beautiful day. 

On Wednesday, May 16 Harvey Allen led 10 people on a 
pleasant half-day Morning Sweep of the Connecticut River 
Valley. A total of 30 bird species were seen or heard, only 
eight of which were warblers. Highlights of the day were at 
Skinner where the group was provided with good eye-level 
looks at the Worm-eating Warbler and good listens to two 
calling male Cerulean Waiblers. Also extremely vocal was a 
Winter Wren and a Hermit Thrush. Another highlight w( 
watching a cooperative Blue-gray Gnatcatcher at eye level 
a bush so close that there was no need for binoculars. 
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The annual Monhegan Island Memorial Day Weekend trip, 
May 25 — 28, was led by David Peake-Jones and Andrew 
Magee. 20 enthusiastic birders arrived on a parched Mon-
hegan welcomed by a Bald Eagle who terrorized the gulls of 

igh Duck for several days. 93 species including 20 species 
--df warblers were recorded. An HBC member, not with the 
official trip, saw six additional species, two of which were 
warblers. The weather fluctuated — hot and dry to cold and 
damp — something for everyone. Highlights included families 
of White-winged Crossbills including fledged young wan-
dering through the spruces from one end of the village to the 
other and Atlantic Puffins buzzing the boat at Eastern Egg 
rock. Four Storm-petrels were spotted (Leaches or Wilsons? — 
couldn't tell.) Some of the group had great looks at a Purple 
Martin, two Summer Tanagers and one Cape May Warbler 
(maybe two.) Others viewed Minke Whales patrolling the 
beach among the Harbor Seals. Some heard soft calls made 
by pairs of Raven and Common Eider. It is interesting to 
note that with the exception of one unidentified bird there 
were no empidonax flycatchers. On Sunday night the group 
was invited to the home of photographer Tom Martin and his 
wife Josephine to view an amazing slide show featuring 

Tom's latest work Among other bird studies, we were 
treated to incredible shots of bird feathers, Tom's latest focus. 
A soaking rain on Sunday afternoon and an overnight fog 
rewarded us with a wonderful little fallout in the Ice Pond 
region on Monday morning. One tree was fairly shimmering 
it had so many birds in it. Good birds, good walks, good fun 
with good friends and a fallout — what more could you ask 
for? We hated to leave! 

The annual "Poor Man's Monhegan: Plum Island and vicin-
ity" trip, on Saturday, May 26, was led by Al Richards and 
Bob Bieda. A group of seven gathered in Sunderland at 5:00 
a.m. They set 100 species as a goal and hoped the predicted 
rain would hold off until the afternoon. Bob thought the for-
mer more likely than the latter, but to their surprise it was 
sunny to partly cloudy all day while back home it rained 
steadily. The group "worked" until 8:00 p.m. to finally come 
up with 101 species. Highlights were Glossy Ibis, Virginia 
Rail (nice looks for #100), Piping Plovers, Wilson's Phala-
rope, Yellow-bellied Flycatcher, Orchard Oriole (three birds, 
each in different plumage) and Evening Grosbeak (spotted by 
Shawn in a parking lot in the middle of Erving!) 

Coming up 
(Please refer to the blue Field MP Lig for more information.) 

On Saturday, June 9 there will be a full day trip to Mount 
Greylock led by Stacy Adams. Possibilities include Winter 
Wren, the elusive Yellow-bellied Flycatcher, breeding Black-

111, Mourning and Yellow-rumped Warblers and breeding 
\__Auple Finch. Call Stacy at 413-367-0177 for more informa-

tion and to register. Bring lunch, snacks and water. 

Because it was the only date that Bob Bieda could secure the 
Westover Air Force Base trip searching for grassland birds 
will also take place on Saturday, June 9. Past trips have 
seen Upland Sandpiper, Grasshopper Sparrow and Eastern 
Meadowlark. This trip goes for about half the morning. Call 
Bob at 413-527-2623 for more information. 

On Wednesday, June 13 Harvey Allen will be searching out 
local nesters and other birds on territory on this half-day 
Morning Sweep of the Connecticut River Valley. Call him at 
413-253-7963. 

On Friday, June 15 Harvey Allen will be leading a Begin-
ners' Bird Walk at Skinner State Park sponsored by the Mas-
sachusetts Department of Environmental Management. Meet 
at the Halfway House at 10:00 a.m. For more information 
contact Paul Barnett at 586-0350. 

A NEW kind of trip offering from the HBC — New South 
Beach and Stellwagen Bank — a weekend on Cape Cod. The 
club has scheduled two wonderful trips back to back over the 
—Veekend of August 25. These are two independent trips and 

tirticipants may join either or both. Although not an official 
overnight trip, this arrangement will give participants the 

option to get the most out of birding Cape Cod and avoid that 
long trip home in between. For those birders who do both 
trips, we will suggest one or two motels where other partici-
pants and trip leaders plan to stay. Each participant will make 
his/her own arrangements for sleeping accommodations, food 
(dinner and breakfast), and registration on Captain John's 
whale watch boat out of Plymouth. The Plymouth whale 
watch has two advantages. It lies along the route home for the 
participants of the New South Beach Trip, and it is close to 
the southern end of Stellwagen Bank, where the best birding 
usually occurs at this time of year. 

August the 25th (Full Day): New South Beach. Bob Bieda 
and Al Richards will again lead this always popular all day 
trip to the National Seashore in Chatham on Cape Cod. Reg-
istration is required, since the trip is limited to 12 people. 
Since there are no facilities on this isolated beach, bring a 
hat, sunscreen, water, and snacks. Be prepared to get wet as 
part of the adventure. The shorebird migration brought an 
impressive number of individuals and species to this outer 
beach in August 2000. Among birds observed last year were 
Piping Plover, American Oystercatcher, Whimbrel, Hudso-
nian Godwit, Marbled Godwit (not by our group, unfortu-
nately), Red Knot, Lesser Black-backed Gull (unusually high 
numbers in fall 2000), Common Black-headed Gull, Forster's 
Tern, and Roseate Tern. Plans now are for the group to de-
part from the Hadley Stop and Shop parking lot at 5:00 am. 
and meet Bob in Palmer at approximately 5:30 a.m. As the 
date approaches, call Al Richards at (413) 665-2761 or Bob 
Bieda at (413) 527-2623 for further details, directions and 
registration. 
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August the 26th (Half Day): Stellwagen Bank, Pelagic Birds. 
Susan Carver has tentatively agreed to lead a NEW TRIP for 
the club in search of pelagic birds. Tentatively, the group will 
join Captain John's whale watch out of Plymouth for the 
morning trip. As the boat searches for whales, Susan will 
help the group locate and identify the ocean-going birds, 
which tend to follow the whales. Possible birds include 
Shearwaters (Cory's, Greater, Sooty and Manx), Wilson's 
Storm-Petrel, Northern Gannet (immature) and early Jaegers. 
Cetaceans could include Humpback, Finback, and Minke 
Whales and the Atlantic White-sided Dolphin. Make your 
own reservations for the whale watch and for transportation 

arrangements to Plymouth. The group will meet Susan at the 
boat. For further details including departure times, cost and 
phone numbers contact Shawn Smolen-Morton at 413-665-
5196 or email at bachman@complitumass edu. 

Remember to use the Voice of Audubon to learn what birds 
are being seen locally and across the state or to make a re-
port. A toll-free number will put you in touch with the state-
wide system at Lincoln that covers four separate Rare Bird 
Alert areas in Massachusetts. Call 1-888-224-6444 and fol-
low directions. 

For the literary minded: These friars were behind on their belfry payments, so they opened up a small flo-
rist shop to raise funds. Since everyone like to buy flowers from the men of God, a rival florist across 
town thought the competition was unfair. He asked the good fathers to close down, but they would not. 
He went back and begged the friars to close. They ignored him. So, the rival florist hired Hugh MacTag-
gart, the roughest and most vicious thug in town to "persuade" them to close. Hugh beat up the friars and 
trashed their store, saying he'd be back if they didn't close up shop. Terrified, they did so, thereby prov-
ing that - Hugh, and only Hugh, can prevent florist friars. 

CONSERVATION 
lfyou have special interest in conservation as it relates to birding, Anne Lombard, Conservation Chair, is always happy to talk to 
you. Contact her at 413-586-7509 or email at annelombard@mediaone.net. 

The Wetland Fest on Sunday, May 20 was a big success. 
Many thanks to the crew who took charge of the HBC table: 
Dottie Barnes, Karen Gould, Ann Kearns, Henry Lappen, and 
Mary Alice Wilson. 

The Amherst Breeding Bird Census will go into its twelfth 
year of gathering data in June. Because people go on vaca-
tion and move away there may be a few circuits not covered 
this year. Pete Westover is looking for people who are quali-

fied and interested. Almost 95% of the data are gathered by 
ear so it is necessary that the person have a good knowledge 
of local bird song. If you are interested in learning more 
please call Pete at 413-256-4045. 

The next meeting of the Communication Towers Committee 
will be at the home of Marcia Merithew, 1238 Burts Pit Rd., 
Northampton on Wednesday, June 6 at 6:00 p.m_ for a pot 
luck. Call Marcia (584-8874) for directions. 

What do you call an authorized biography by someone who idolizes a talk show host?   (drum rolb. . 
  The Fan Tome of the Oprahl 

LIBRARY 
The HBC Library, maintained by Anne Cann, is located in the main room on the first floor of the Hitchcock Center for the Envi-
ronment, 525 South Pleasant Street in Amherst 413- 256-6006. Summer hours 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Monday through Friday. Anne 
always welcomes questions or suggestions for books that might be good additions to the collection. She can be reached at 413- 253-
7753 or by email at cann@uhs.umass.edu. 

During the summer hours (above) you can borrow from our 
collection of field guides to birds in the U.S., Canada and 
selected locations in other parts of the globe, books on general 
birding topics, and books dealing with literary or scientific 
aspects of birds. You may also borrow videos, audiotapes, 
periodicals and birding journals. This is a varied and unusu-
ally rich collection. If you have not checked it recently, you'll 
be pleasantly surprised. For those who have access to the 
Internet, there is a listing of titles on the HBC Web Pages. 

There is also a list you can examine at meetings. If you wish 
to purchase birding equipment or a bird guide that the library 
does not have, borrow the ABA sales catalog. 

Anne is happy to answer any questions or take suggestions of 
books you feel might be good additions to the collections. 
You can reach her at 413- 253-7753 or by email at 
cann@uhs.umass.edu. 

bid you hear about the Buddhist who refused Novocain during a root canal? He wanted to transcend dental 
medication. 



A group of chess enthusiasts checked into the hotel and were standing in the lobby discussing their recent 
tournament victories. After about an hour the manager came out of the office and asked them to disperse. 
"But why?" they asked, as that moved off. "Because," he said, "I can't stand chess nuts boasting in an open 
oyer." 

HITCHCOCK CENTER 
Call the Center (413) 256-6006 for more information and to register for programs 

Something new from the Hitchcock Center: 

The Center is off to fascinating places and would like to 
invite you along. On January 11 — 19, 2002, the Hitchcock 
Center Travel Study, co-sponsored by The Center for Cross-
Cultural Study, is offering a chance to Discover Nature's 
Magic in CUBA! The itinerary will explore Cuba's natural 
beauty and sites known among environmentalists and natu-
ralists for their variety of habitats and landscapes plus visits 
to sites of historical interest. The preliminary itinerary men-
tions touring Old Havana, visits to the Cienaga marsh lands, 

birdwatching at la Salina, nature walk at Topes, visits to mu-
seums, tours of historical cities and sites and much more. 

Also being planned for June, 2002 is Discover the Wilds of 
ICELAND! Spend a delightful week exploring Iceland during 
the endless days of summer on this trip especially designed 
for the Center. Explore volcanic features, geothermal fea-
tures, seabird colonies and outlying islands less than thirty 
years old. 

If you think that you might be interested in either of these 
trips, give the Center a call for more information. 

Samuel Langhorne Clemens went to the bakery to buy bread. He found that the baker had mistaken 
shredded lemon peel for leavening and had produced an uneatably sour and dense bread. Clemens then told 
the baker, "Remember that yeast is yeast and zest is zest or never Mark Twain shall eat." 

MISCELLANEOUS 

efreshment Head Sue Emerson sends a very special thank 
to all the kind commissary providers out there for helping 

to make the food table an outstanding part of the evening fes-
tivities. Birders require more than slides and bird talk to keep 
them quiet and happy and this year's collection of homemade 
brownies and cookies and other goodies was especially good! 
Thank you very much! 

While on the subject of food, Sue Emerson who has been in 
charge of making sure that birders' tummies are kept happy is 
taking on the job of Membership Secretary for next year. 
Sally Venman has agreed to take over the commissary duties. 
The custom of the goody table with its coffee and tea and 
cookies and brownies and cheese and cider and homemade 
wonders graciously donated by willing members will go on. 
There are lots of people willing to donate food so that is not a 

New members: 

problem. But Sally needs HELP and is looking for a few vol-
unteers who can take turns splitting up the tasks of calling 
people who have offered to donate, setting up the table and 
cleaning up afterwards. It is a simple way of doing a little 
extra for the Club and is so much appreciated. This is not a 
gender-specific job! Anyone can apply. Contact Sally 413-
549-1098 or by email svenman@externahunass.edu if you 
care to help out in this manner. 

We thank Tim and Pat Maginnis, owners of BACKYARD 
BIRDS at 17 Strong Avenue in Northampton for continuing 
to offer a 10% discount to all NBC members for all purchases. 
All you have to do is present a Newsletter with your address 
attached at the time of purchase. They have field guides, bin-
oculars, scopes, CDs, cassettes, books, etc. etc. etc. Browsing 
is encouraged! 

MEMBERSHIP LIST 2000-2001 

Ortiz, Marty & Frombolett, Carl, 34 Dragon Hill Dr., Shelburne MA 01370; email: madmarty@hotmsil.com. 
Hale, Molly, 96 Oak St., Florence MA 01062; HPh: 413-585-0791; email: mhale@javanet.com 

Two Eskimos sitting in a kayak were chilly, but when they lit a fire in the craft, it sank, proving one again 
that you can't have your kayak and heat it too. 



WORD BOTCHER turns BIRD WATCHER 

A bus station is where a bus stops. 
A train station is where a train stops. 

On my desk I have a work station 

and 

the time has come for me to stop, hang my }{BC 
word files out to dry, and move on to the next chal-
lenge. I have been doing this for a long, long time. 
My first letter was prior to the first HBC meeting on 
April 26, 1984. This, my last, makes a total of 
somewhere in the vicinity of 165 communications 
(or 153 short of Bob Bieda's 318 bird species seen 
in one year for those who count). 

For the most part, it has been a wonderful experi-
ence, one that has enriched my life beyond imagina-
tion. I have learned so much about the beauty and 
mystery of birds and the natural world. I have been 

to amazing places. I have had the privilege of meet-
ing with and learning from really special people who 
have given me support, insight and lots of laughs. I 
have made lifelong friends. And I have learned what 
great fun putting words together can be. Not bad 
for having started out not knowing the difference 
between a word processor and a food processor! 

I am more than happy to let you know that I'll be 
passing this job on to a wonderfully enthusiastic 
birder, fine writer and very funny man, David Peake-
Jones, who will be behind the keyboard come Sep-
tember. 

and so. . . 

The birds and the words are calling me. Thanks all for years of encouragement and support and terrible puns! 
Thanks to all those really special people who have been my teachers and have held my hand along the way! 

But . . . I have to admit to having mixed feelings right now. 

As I believe I have said before, "A pun is its own reword." But have you ever noticed that PUN spelled back-
wards is NUP? 

Well . . . 

a nup is a nup is a nup I'm out of here! See you in the field. 

Sally 'Nieman, Newsletter Editor 
(413)549-1098 
yenman@external.umass.edu 


