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February, 2001 
PROGRAMS 

All meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. at the Immanuel Lutheran Church in Amherst 
Should bad weather force cancellation, it will be announced on WHMP-AM 1400 

On Monday, February 12, Patricia and Clay Sutton, a hus-
band-and-wife team with over forty years of experience be-
tween them as professional naturalists and authors, will share 
with us their love of owls and the "how-tos" for finding and 
studying them. They live near Cape May, the world-
renowned migratory crossroads that is famous for its hawk 
and owl migration. "HOW TO SPOT AN OWL" is a slide 

• program based on their book and covers owling basics, owl-
ing on your own, various clues to follow-up, helpful equip-
ment, and backyard Ming. Owling etiquette is covered, and 
how to spot owls without disturbing them is emphasized. The 
Suttons will remove some of the mystery of owl finding while 
simultaneously conveying the excitement of searching for and 
studying these illusive nocturnal predators. Pat and Clay co-
authored How to Spot an Owl (1994), How to Spot Hawks and 

igles (1996), and How to Spot Butterflies (1999). Their 
\ ticles have appeared in many, many local and national 

natural history magazines. 

Pat is the Program Director for the Cape May Bird Observa-
tory and coordinates nearly one thousand environmental edu-
cation programs for adults each year. She has been Interpre-
tive Naturalist at the Cape May Point State Park (for which 
she received the Nature Conservancy President's Stewardship 
Award), has served on the board of directors of the North 
American Butterfly Association, and on New Jersey's Natural 
Areas Council. Trained as a writer and environmental edu-
cator, Pat's field interests include botany and birds. Her fa-
vorite areas of study are butterflies, moths, dragonflies and 
owls. With David Wright she co-authored CMBO's Checklist 
of Butterflies of Cape May County, NJ and a New Jersey 
butterfly watching site guide in Butterflies through Binocu-
lars. 

Clay's avocation has always been bird study, and it has been 
his vocation for many years as well. Trained as a biologist 
and environmental educator he is now a freelance writer, 
lecturer, photographer, biologist and bird tour leader. His 
positions have included Vice-president and Regional Man-
ager of the Herpetological Associates specializing in wildlife 

surveys and endangered species, Environmental Program 
Administrator for Cape May County, chair of the conserva-
tion committee on the Board of Directors for the NJ Audubon 
Society Committee, research associate of the Cape May Bird 
Observatory, chair of the conservation committee for the 
Delaware Valley Ornithological Club, and Mid-Atlantic re-
gional editor for the Hawk Migration Association of North 
America. He was adjunct professor of bird studies at 
Stockton State College and currently teaches workshops for 
the Institute for Field Ornithology of the University of Maine 
at Machias and for the Cape May Bird Observatory. In 1993 
Clay was awarded NJ Audubon society's Conservationist of 
the Year Award. Clay's first book, in 1988, Hawks in Flight, 
The Flight Identification of North American Migrant Raptors, 
was co-authored with Pete Dunne and illustrated by Dave 
Sibley. In 1993 he authored A Birding guide to Cumberland 
County, New Jersey. And in 1994 he co-authored the Na-
tional Audubon society Pocket Guide, North American Birds 
of Prey, with Richard Walton. 

Many of you will remember last February when Clay was 
with us and presented a terrific program on "How to Spot 
Hawks and Eagles." Unfortunately, Pat was unable to join 
him as originally planned. February 12 should be a red-letter 
day on your calendar! These people are special! The Suttons 
have published extensively and will be happy to do a book 
signing before (starting 7:00 p.m.) and after their presenta-
tion. Bring your own copies, or you can purchase How to 
Spot an Owl, How to Spot Hawks and Eagles, and How to 
Spot Butterflies at the meeting. So — come early, bring your 
Sutton books, purchase new ones, have them signed and en-
joy this special event! 

Programs To Come: March 12 — David Spector ("How to 
Spot an Ornithologist"), April 9 — Irene Pepperberg ("The 
Search of King Solomon's Ring: Studies on the Cognitive and 
Communicative Abilities of Grey Parrots"), May 14 — Al and 
Lois Richardson ("Ruffs, Reeves, and Reindeer — Birding in 
Finland and Lapland"), and June 11 — Peter Yaukey ("Bird-
ing Louisiana"). 

You know you're a birder when you talk about your BIG DAY and you don't mean your wedding 
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You know you're a birder if you don't blush when you say bustit. 

FIELD TRIPS 
Please call the trip leader to register so that plans can be made for the size of the group and you can be notified if a change is 17 

essary. We recommend that participants carpool whenever possible and that all persons in the car (driver included) share c 
equally on the basis of 30 cents per mile plus tolls and parking fees. 

Trip Reports: On 1/6 Bob Bieda led a trip of nine to the 
North Shore — Cape Ann to Plum Island which he called 
"winter coastal birding at its best!" which translates to "wind, 
scattered rain, freezing rain, snow, rolling seas and good 
birds." The group had good looks at all the sea ducks in-
eluding Barrow's Goldeneye, King Eider and Harlequin. The 
best sighting was a group of Razorbills working in coordina-
tion with a few Black-legged Kittywakes. As the Razcabflls 
dove to catch fish the kittywakes would try to catch the fish 
that scattered out of the way. (Unfortunately, the group 
missed Snowy Owl and Eared Grebe.) 

On 1/10 Harvey Allen's half-day Morning Sweep of the Con-
necticut River Valley was fun but not overwhelming bird-
wise. Eight participants saw thirty species in good weather. 
Highlights included a male and a female Wood Duck at 
Mount Holyoke College, Common Goldeneyes on the Con-
necticut and Snow Buntings, Lapland Longspurs and Snow 
Geese at the Northampton airport. 

On 1/27: Geoff Le Baron led a group of thirteen on a new trip 
for the Club to Coastal Rhode Island. What started with 
heavy snowsqualls through Connecticut turned into cloudy, 
but not too cold or windy conditions. It was a terrific trip! 
Geoff reports that it was a great day for raptor views — won-
derful, leisurely scope and/or binoc-ffiling looks at Red-
shouldered Hawk, Merlin, Rough-legged Hawk and Short-
eared Owl. At one point they had a Short-eared bombing two 
perched Rough-leggeds at Trustom Pond. A Merlin was at 
Ninigret NWR. All four cars were parked right in front of the 
bird which was in the top of a bush about fifty feet away. 
They watched for about ten minutes while it finished con-
suming some small avian food item. According to Geoff it 
may have been the best look he had ever had at a Merlin! 
There was a wonderful assortment of ducks at Trustom, in-
cluding Gadwall, American Wigeon, Greater Scaup, Ruddy 
Ducks, Common Goldeneye, and eight Redheads! All this 
plus the "usual" incredible looks at more than one hundred 

Harlequins at Sachuset. Other highlights included fantastic 
looks at Sanderling, lots of Great Blue Herons, all three spe-
cies of mergansers, a Black-headed Gull, Red-necked Grebe 
and Black-crowned Night Herons flying around their heads as 
darkness settled in. Altogether the group tallied seventy-two 
species. 

Coming up: (Please refer to the blue Field Trip List for de-
scriptions and more information.): 

On 2/3 — Scott Sumer (413-253-7496) leads a full day trip to 
Maine's Southern Shore. Wear plenty of warm clothing, 
bring lunch and snacks. 

On 2/10 — Al Richards (413-665-1761) and Shawn Smolen-
Moron (413-863-4569) head for the Plymouth and Falmouth 
area of Massachusetts South Shore on another full day trip. 
Wear warm clothing, bring lunch and snacks. 

On 2/14 — Harvey Allen (413-253-7963) leads his monthly 
half-day Morning Sweep of the Connecticut River Valley. 

On 2/24: Zeke lakub (603-355-4829) leads the monthly 
day Leisurely and local Saturday Morning trip around north-
ern Franklin County. 

Shawn Smolen-Morton, Field Trip Chair, is always happy 
to hear your suggestions of places you would like the Club to 
visit or to talk to you if you would be interested in being con-
sidered as a trip leader. He can be reached at (413) 863-4569 
or by email at bachman@complitumass.edu. 

Remember to use the Voice of Audubon to learn what birds 
are being seen locally and across the state or to make a re-
port. A toll-free number-will put you in touch with the state-
wide system at Lincoln that covers four separate Rare Bird 
Alert areas in Massachusetts. Call 1-888-224-6444 and fol-
low  directions. 

You know you're a birder if you've add semipalmated and pleated to your spell checker. 

CONSERVATION 

Anne Lombard, Conservation Chair, will be hosting a potluck 
supper meeting at her house for those interested in learning 
more about the Cellular Tower issue. The date is Monday, 
February 26. Please call Anne if you are interested. 

She also reminds us that Cornell Lab of Ornithology is appre-
ciative of all those in our club who have participated in Proj-
ect Feeder Watch and reminds us that this year's 4th Annual 

Great Backyard Bird Count is scheduled for February 16 — 
19. The Lab and the National Audubon society, along with 
their major sponsors, Ford and Wild Birds Unlimited, once 
again plan to take a snapshot of North American Bird popu-
lations. Last year over 62,000 checklists submitted repor 
419 species and over 4.7 million individual birds. For more 
information contact www.birdsource.org. 
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Arcadia: The Hampshire Sanctuaries are moving in exciting 
new directions in ecological management research. Learn 
about this exciting new approach at a free program on Satur-
'ay, March 3, 9:00 a.m. to noon. The program will begin 
,tith Dr. Thomas Litwin, Director, Clark Science Center, 
Smith College, presenting The Conte Wildlife Refuge Migra-
tory Bird Survey, The Final Report. Following Dr. Litwin 
will be presentations on Arcadia's Grassland Restoration 
Project in the Meadows by Thomas Rawinski, Massachusetts 
Audubon Society's Director of Ecological Management; An-
drea Jones, Grassland Bird Specialist; and information on the 

challenges in the development and management of this native 
grassland habitat. David McLain will end the morning by 
presenting past-season ecological management projects. Par-
ticipants in this program will have the opportunity to learn 
about and to volunteer for the new research projects for the 
upcoming ecological management season at Hampshire 
Sanctuaries. 

If you have special interest in conservation as it relates to 
birding, Anne is always happy to talk to you. Contact her at 
413-586-7509 or email annelombard@mediaone.net 

You know you're a birder fyour binoculars cost more than your car. 

LIBRARY 

The MX Library, maintained by Anne Cann, is located in the main room on the first floor of the Hitchcock Center for the Envi-
ronment, 525 South Pleasant Street in Amherst (413) 526-6006. Hours are 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday and 9:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on Saturday 

Spring is really not far ahead. Sharpen your warbler identifi-
cation skills by borrowing the library's new video titled 
Watching Warblers by Michael Male and Judy Fieth. It has 
wonderful close-up shots of warblers in their habitats. 

Anne brings a small selection of books to the monthly meet-
ings for your perusal. For those who may be unable to get to 
the Center she would be happy to bring your selections to the 
meeting if you contact her at her home by the preceding Fri-

day. She always welcomes questions or suggestions for books 
that you feel might be good additions to the collection. 

And — is there someone out there who might be interested in 
occasionally writing a short book review on a birding book for 
the newsletter? If this is something that appalls to you please 
contact Anne. She can be reached at (413) 253-7753 or by 
email at cann@uhs.umass.edu. 

You know you're a birder if dream vacation sites include garbage dumps, sewage ponds, and Attu. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

For those of you who have been following Bob Bieda, Harvey 
Allen and Al Richard in their year's search for Massachusetts 
birds and who were not at the January meeting when our es-
teemed president, Mary Alice Wilson, presented each of the 
trio a prized bottle of mixed nuts (I'll let you draw your own 
conclusions as to the aptness of the gift), I give you this: 

"QPIBOY" (Quest for the Most Birds in one Year): THE 
FINAL CHAPTER! The quest started as Bob's retirement 
gift to himself. Just how many bird species could he see in 
Massachusetts in one year? Soon, Harvey and then Al joined 
him in friendly rivalry. I'll let Bob tell you about the adven-
ture in his own words: 

"My big year ended by staying up %I midnight on Dec. 31 for 
the first time in years. (It's way overrated!) My final number 
was 318 species and 3 or 4 subspecies that might "become" 
species in the next few years. The last new species and best 
bird of the year was the Gyrfalcon on Plum Island. I went to 
see this bird two days in a row, first with Harvey and the next 
'ay with Al. This was the last new bird for all of us and was 

300th species. (It was #309 for Harvey.) Seeing birds is 
always a combination of the birds themselves, the environ-
ment they are in and the human social circumstances associ-

ated with the sighting. The Gyr was tops in all three. Second 
place belonged to the Tropical Kingbird in Hingham and 
third was the Northern Wheatear in Longmeadow. 

"I must admit to withdrawal feelings now that it is over. The 
singularity of focus provided a backbone for the year and was 
always a great conversation piece. This year ifs back to diver-
sity. I'll focus my birding on the Connecticut River Valley. 
Last year we took more than forty trips to the coast. I have 
trips to Texas and Alaska planned and then the list goes on — 
lots of reading, household projects, get in shape . . . 

"I don't have a single cute answer to the question: 'Did you 
learn anything?' Most of what I learned was about the human 
community of birders in Massachusetts but that would be a 
topic beyond the scope of this note. 

"Massachusetts is really an excellent place for birding. It has 
a great variety of habitats in a fairly small space with lots of 
human and technological resources. I highly recommend it." 
Harvey adds that "there was at least one new bird add each 
month. The new ones just kept corning. Each bird got better. 
We kept getting birds we did not expect. Having the Tropical 
Kingbird as #308 and the Gyr as #309 topped it all off." 



Thank you so much, all three of you. I have loved hearing 
your stories and passing them on. I constantly marvel at all 
of the nooks and crannies this wonderful hobby takes us to. 

The HITCHCOCK CENTER announces that the ever-
popular Spring Birding Course is back for the twenty-third 
year and will be taught, this time by Scott Surner. Scott, who 
has been birding for over twenty-five years, was one of the 
founders of the HBC, for which he served as president, and 
was the Voice of Audubon for Western Mass. During this 
ten-week course, Scott will emphasize identification, bird 
topography, distribution and over-all migration patterns. The 
majority of the field trips will be half days with anal! day trip 
to Plum Island at the end of May. There will be nine 
Wednesday evening classes (7:00 — 9:00) beginning on 
March 28 and ten morning field trips beginning March 31. 
The course is for beginners as well as for those who wish to 
hone their skills. There is a fee. Call the Center 413-256-
6006 for more information and to register for programs. 

CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS: Neither fog nor rain nor 
thunder and lighting, not near gale winds nor blizzard condi-
tions, not dead car batteries nor empty stomachs will daunt or 
taunt the HBC Birder's determination when it comes to 
counting, counting, counting! And, the story can now be told 
— all of it — nothing left out or rearranged! The Northampton 
and Quabbin Christmas Bird Counts have been tallied and 
checked and checked again and are ready for your rapt atten-
tion and deliberation. They have been placed in the protective 
custody of Anne Calm at the HBC Library located at the 
Hitchcock Center. The information is also available on line 
at the National Audubon/Cornell CBC website: 
www.BirdSource.com/cbcdata. The Northampton code is 
MANO. The Quabbin code is MAQB. If you are looking up 
the data on the web, this is Count Year 101. (A college 
freshman course?) 

Rare Bird ALERT — ALERT — ALERT — ALERT — 
ALERT! Be it known that Mary Alice Wilson, our president 
and keeper of the RBA does not always check MassBird or 
other electronic postings on the Internet. She does, however, 
always check her email. So — if you learn about a rare bird 
through a MassBird posting or other electronic source please 
let her know by phone (413-548-9078) or email 
mwi1son@k12s.phast.umass.edu. If she is not available please 
contact another Board Member. (Their names can be found at 
the end of the enclosed Membership List.) If you are not now 
on the RBA (email only) and would hie to be, she'll be 

Happy February — 

* PI 

happy to add your name. 

CLUB WISH LIST: One of the projects this year has been to 
assemble a complete set of Club documents. At this point — 
have all major legal documents, all field trip lists, most of 
board minutes, and most of the newsletters and membership 
lists. We are still missing a few documents. Newsletters: 
10/84, 11/84, 4/85, 5/85, 9/85, 11/85, 12/85, 1/86, 3/86, 
10/86, 12/86, 1/87, 3/87, 10/87, 2/88, 3/88, 3/89, and 6/89. 
Membership lists: 1996-97 and 1997-98. If you have any of 
these, please contact Many Alice Wilson. The missing pieces 
will be borrowed, Xeroxed and the original will be returned to 
you. 

FIRST AID/CPR TRAINING: A number of members of the 
club, including some of the field trip leaders, have expressed 
an interest in participating in First Aid and CPR Training. 
We know that sometimes an organization or business offers 
such training to staff and sometimes have an extra slot (free 
or inexpensive) to fill. If you hear of such an opportunity, or 
can help us in any way, please pass it on to a Board Member 
who will pass it on to the interested member. 

On Saturday, March 3, from 6:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m., a group 
of six to eight volunteers from the }IBC will be answering 
phones at WFCR, the local NPR radio station, located on the 
UMass campus. The task is simple — answer the phone and 
write down pledge information. If you haven't seen the 
workings of a radio station, this is your chance! Besides tlb-
gratification of a job well done and the companionshic .
your fellow birders, the HBC will get some free publicity from 
your efforts. For more information or to put your name on 
the volunteer list call Dave Gross at 413-253-2897. 

The 2000 — 2001 MEMBERSHIP LIST as of 1/29/01 is 
enclosed with this Newsletter. Anyone who has ever com-
piled a similar list knows the checking and the rechecking it 
entails. I know that Mary Alice Wilson has spent hours upon 
hours on the task She asks you to look at your own informa-
tion to make sure it is accurate. If by chance there is an error 
please let me, Sally, know so it can be corrected on the master 
list and in the next Newsletter. My phone and email address 
can be found below. 

We thank Backyard Birds at 17 Strong Avenue in North-
ampton for continuing to offer a 10% discount to all BBC 
members for all purchases. 

And —you REALLY know you're a birder ff you go to a nude beach 
with your spotting scope and spend the entire time trying to identify dad WM 

Sally Venman, Newsletter Editor 
(413) 549-1A98 

vtrIttlan@external.umass.edu 


