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April, 2001 

PROGRAMS 
All meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. at the Immanuel Lutheran Church in Amherst 
Should bad weather force cancellation, it will be announced on WI-IMP-AM 1400 

April 9 — Among all the programs I have announced and 
described in the club newsletter, I believe this month's is 
unique. Our speaker, Irene Pepperberg, titles her presenta-
tion "In Search of King Solomon's Ring: Studies on the Cog-
nitive and Communicative Abilities of Grey Parrots." 

Parrots and other talking birds have fascinated mankind since 
Aristotle. Once thought to be mere mimics, these affable, en-
tertaining and often quite lovable creatures are now known to 
possess remarkable intellectual abilities. Since 1977, Dr. 
Irene Pepperberg's studies in animal behavior, and animal-
human communication have provided insight into the capa-
bilities of these animals to talk and to understand. Dr. Pep-
perberg currently works with 3 Congo African Grey Parrots. 
Alex, the oldest, can count, identify objects, shapes, colors 
-lid materials, knows the concepts of same and different, and 
Josses around lab assistants in order to modify his environ-\_—
ment! They have begun work with phonics and there is evi-
dence to suggest that someday Alex may be able to read. 

The results of this work have wide-ranging implications for at 
least three areas. First, given that the avian brain, although 
considerably different from that of mammals, can process 
information in similar ways, might Dr. Pepperberg's proce-
dures assist clinicians who are devising programs for brain-
damaged humans? Second, Dr. Pepperberg's training tech-

niques are being used, with some success, for developmen-
tally delayed children. Might the procedures also work for 
children with other types of deficits? And third, if parrots are 
as intelligent as chimpanzees and dolphins, shouldn't we 
make the same attempts to save them and their habitat as we 
are making for these other species? 

Pepperberg received her SB from MIT (Course V) and her 
graduate degrees from Harvard. She is an associate professor 
in the Department of Ecology & Evolutionary Biology and the 
Department of Psychology at the University of Arizona, and 
is an Affiliate in their Program on Neuroscience. She is cur-
rently a Visiting Professor at the MIT Media Lab. She won a 
John Simon Guggenheim Foundation Fellowship for her 1997 
sabbatical and was an alternate for the Cattell Award for Psy-
chology. She has also received fellowships from the National 
Science Foundation and from the Harry Frank Guggenheim 
and Whitehall Foundations. She is a Fellow of the Animal 
Behavior Society, the American Psychological Association, 
the American Psychological Society, and the American Or-
nithologists' Union, and presently serves as consulting editor 
for three journals. 

Programs To Come: May 14 — Al and Lois Richardson — a 
"Ruffs, Reeves, and Reindeer — Birding in Finland and Lap-
land", and June 11 — Peter Yaukey — "Birding Louisiana). 

FIELD TRIPS 

Please call the trip leader to register so that plans can be made for the size of the group and you can be notified if a change is nec-
essary. We recommend that participants carpool whenever possible and that all persons in the car (driver included) share costs 

equally on the basis of 30 cents per mile plus tolls and parking fees 

March Trip Reports: 

On 3/14 — Harvey Allen led his monthly Morning Sweep of 
the Connecticut River Valley hoping for waterfowl. The 
weather was March — cloudy, icy, windy, sunny and snowy. 
Three intrepid birders were able to come up with 36 species. 
One of the three was a new member from the west. It was fun 
introducing her to some of what Massachusetts has to offer. 
rlighlights included Red-bellied Woodpecker, Bald Eagles, 
Eastern Bluebirds and Wood Ducks. 

On 3/17 — March's Leisurely and Local Saturday Morning 
trip was led by Stacy Adams. Although the morning started 
out chilly, weather warmed and the group of eight enjoyed a 
beautiful March day. 36 species were tallied as they explored 
Sunderland and Turners Falls for early migrants. Highlights 
were two adult Bald Eagles (one of which was flying with a 
huge half-eaten fish in its talons) two immature Bald Eagles, 
three Pintail Ducks, Wood Ducks, Hooded Mergansers, 
Common Goldeneye, and Ring-necked Ducks. Nice views of 
bluebirds were had by all. 



On 3/24 — Shawn Smolen-Morton led a full day Waterfowl 
migration trip along the Connecticut River. 

MONHEGAN ISLAND 

Coming up: (Check Field Trip List for more information.) 

On Sunday, April 1, Field Trip Chair, Shawn Smolen-
Morton will be leading a half day trip to Turners Falls in 
search of the Labrador Duck, recently spotted on a -well-
protected strip of land within sight of the eagle's nest. Rumor 
has it that the group may be joined by local birding legends 
Jan Ortiz and Scott Sumer, who have claimed to have seen an 
Ivory-billed Woodpecker in a remote area of South Quabbin. 
"It has been a very strange and unusual spring migration thus 
far," Jan remarked. "There is no end to what might show up 
and I want to be there to describe it," said Scott emphatically. 
Ornithologist Susan Smith claims to have spotted a Black-
capped Vireo last year when tending to her mist nests and is 
hoping for more this spring. "How nice it would be to have a 
nesting pair in my back yard," she said enthusiastically. 
Although it is still a bit early for most warblers, local birders 
are hoping for Kirtland's, Bachman's, and Elfin Woods war-
blers. This trip is limited to three participants. Bring snacks, 
lunch and chocolate for the leaders. 

On Saturday, 4/4, a Leisurely and Local Saturday Morning 
at the Ashley Reservoir with Shawn Smolen-Morton (413-
863-4569) and Al Richards (413-665-2761) for the first war-
blers of spring. Call to sign up or have questions answered. 

On Wednesday, 4/18, Harvey Allen's mid-week Morning 
Sweep of the Connecticut River Valley will be focusing on the 
spring hawk migration. Call Harvey at 413-253-7963. 

On Saturday, 4/21 Stacy Adams will be leading an all-day 
trip to Bartholomew's Cobble in western Massachusetts• to 
search for the Black Vulture and other migrating raptors. 
Call her at 413-367-0177. 

On Saturday, 4/28, Geoff LeBaron leads the club's tradi-
tional spring trip to Plum Island for shorebirds (the Ruff is 
hoped for). Call Geoff (413-268-9281) to sign up. 

Starting on Tuesday, May 1 and continuing every Tuesday 
and Thursday morning during the month of May, the Club 
sponsors an Early Morning Bird Walk through Wilchvood 
Cemetery, off Strong Street in Amherst. Some mornings the 
warblers are dripping from the trees and other mornings it's 
just a nice walk in good company. Meet the leader in the 
parking area inside the entrance at .6:30 a.m. These walks 
usually last until 8:30 a.m. I remind you that Wildwood is 
private property and we must always remember that we are 
guests on its paths. We have maintained a good relationship 
with the management over the years, and have been assured 
that birders are always welcome. Park only in the appropriate 
places — do NOT park on the lawns. Please respect the man-
agement's simple wishes and use common sense and courtesy 
when birding the facility so that we will continue to be wel-
come. 

This is your last opportunity to sign up for the annual Mon-
hegan Island Memorial Day Weekend trip, the hallmarv—
HBC Field Trips since the Club's beginnings. 

This annual trip to this fabled migrant trap (and generally 
remarkable place) will be led by Andrew Magee and David 
Peake-Jones and is scheduled for Friday, May 25 — Monday, 
May 28. We will meet at Port Clyde, Maine (carpools gener-
ally available from the valley), boat to the island, stay in rus-
tic accommodations at the Trailing Yew, and bird on foot 
throughout the village and its immediate environs. The is-
land in May usually hosts a wide variety of migrant song-
birds. If we hit it right, the birding can be spectacular! The 
only cars we will see after we leave the mainland will be the 
few historic workhorses that move stuff about on the island, 
and they will be moving more slowly than we will! When we 
are not birding, we can explore the trails of Monhegan, tak-
ing in the Seal Rocks, the "Enchanted Forest", the spectacular 
seaward cliffs of the island, Lobster Cove and the panoramic 
views from the lighthouse. An optional trip to Eastern Egg 
Rock allows for looks at puffins, various terns and perhaps 
even the odd alcid or pelagic species. 

The cost of the trip will be in the vicinity of $250.00, includ-
ing ferry transportation from Port Clyde, lodging, breakfasts 
and dinners on the island. Add to this the cost of the trip to 
Eastern Egg Rock ($12.50), tips for the island staffC lunches. 
snacks, an optional lobster dinner on the island, plus si 
mileage costs if you carpool, and you have a rough idea *nil 
the cost will be. A $50.00 deposit due NOW is required to 
save a spot. Contact David at 413-529-9541 or davidpj@the-
spa.com for more information and to register. He needs to 
make reservations NOW. 

COLUMBUS DAY WEEKEND TRIP TO CAPE MAY 

While we are on the subject of weekend trips, the club is of-
fering a Columbus Day weekend trip to Cape May with leader 
Scott Sumer. If this interests you, please contact Scott now so 
that he can get a sense of how many people to plan for. You 
can reach him at 413-253-7486 or email ssurner@aol.com. 

Shawn Smolen-Morton, Field Trip Chair, is always happy 
to hear your suggestions of places you would like the Club to 
visit or to talk to you if you would be interested in being con-
sidered as a trip leader. He can be reached at 413-863-4569 
or by email at bachman@complit.mnass.edu. 

Remember to use the Voice of Audubon to learn what birds 
are being seen locally and across the state or to make a re-
port. A toll-free number will put you in touch with the state-
wide system at Lincoln that covers four separate Rare Bird 
Alert areas in Massachusetts_ Call 1-888-224-6444 and
low directions. 



BIOTHON/BIRDATHON 

BIOTHON 2001: The Hitchcock Center will hold its second 
,nnual 24-hour Biothon fundraiser from Friday afternoon 
,.vlay 18 to Saturday afternoon May 19. During the Biothon, 
teams go out and count bird species and/or whatever other 
species (wildflowers, amphibians, manunals, mushrooms, 
etc.) they choose. Each volunteer team collects pledges per 
species in support of environmental education at Hitchcock. 
The Biothon coincides with the HBC big day Birdathon and 
people can choose to do either or both. Anyone interested in 
participating in the Biothon should contact David Spector at 
413-323-4885. 

BIRDATHON 2001: The Hampshire Bird Club, Inc. will 
hold its first annual 24-hour Birdathon and Potluck Ex-
travaganza from Friday afternoon May 18 to Saturday after-
noon May 19. The goals of the Birdathon are to observe the 
most species of birds in Western Massachusetts in a 24-hour 
period and help the Hitchcock Center raise funds. Teams con-
sisting of 2-4 persons, organized on their own, with special 
consideration for team members' dispositions (casual, re-
laxed, competitive) will bird as many hours during the period 
as they choose. All species must be either heard or seen by at 
least two members of the team. The area for birding is limited 
to Western Massachusetts, from the east side of the Quabbin 
west (west of State Road 32). Shawn Smolen-Morton will 

facilitate matching those birders who cannot find a team. 
Register your team with Shawn. He needs the number of team 
members, a team name (if desired), and a team leader. Spe-
cies and team totals will be compiled prior to the Potluck 
Extravaganza at the Hitchcock Center. Contact Shawn for 
more information and to register at 413-863-4569 or by email 
at bachmaim@complit.umass.edu. 
The Birdathon is in voluntary partnership with the Hitchcock 
Center's Biothon, a pledge-based fundraiser. HBC Bir-
dathon participants or teams are encouraged to seek pledges 
per species. EXAMPLE: Your co-worker pledges 5 cents per 
species, to a maximum of 100 species. Your team identifies 
80 species. Your co-worker donates four dollars to the Hitch-
cock Center Pledges. 

Donations are not required for participation in the Bir-
dathon. 

IMPORTANT: In order to make the Potluck Extravaganza 
happen, we need some volunteers! A team of three or four 
people plus help and encouragement from the Hitchcock peo-
ple (which we already have) can accomplish this with ease. If 
you would be interested in helping please call me (Sally.) 

CONSERVATION 

If you have special interest in conservation as it relates to 
birding, Anne Lombard, Conservation Chair, is always happy 
to talk to you. Contact her at 413-586-7509 or email at anne-
lombard@mediaone.net. 

A communication tower committee, headed by Rick McNeil 
and Anne Lombard, has been looking into the effects that 
cellular towers have on birdlife. The committee requests that 
you become aware of the towers in areas where you bird and 
monitor those areas for dead birds whenever possible during 
this spring migration season. Please report any dead or in-
jured birds you find to Rick McNeil (529-9197) or Marcia 
Merithew (584-8874). 

Looking ahead you might wish to make note of Saturday, 
May 19 which will be trail work day at Fitzgerald Lake Con-
servation Area in Northampton. HBC members are invited to 
spend part of the day cleaning up our adopted trail, the Lake 
Trail. There will be more details in the next newsletter. 

The Trustees of Reservations will be conducting a study of 
land protection in the Connecticut River Valley during April 
and May of this year. Many concerned HBC members have 

thought about this issue. What criteria should be used in con-
serving land in our 3-county area? What individual spots 
(not presently protected) should be included on a conservation 
wish list? Please give this some thought and write out your 
priorities. Then contact Mary Alice Wilson (20 Juggler 
Meadow Rd., Amherst MA 01002 or mwil-
son@k12sphastumass.edu) or Anne Lombard (phone and 
email above) with your suggestions. Alternatively you could 
bring them to the May 14 meeting and they will be passed on 
to the Trustees of Reservations. 

The U. S. Fish & Wildlife Service and other organizations 
will be sponsoring the Pioneer Valley Wetland Fest 2001, a 
wetland festival to be held on the Amherst Town Common on 
May 19 and 20. Celebrating National Wetlands Month, this 
will be a great event to attend and to participate in. If you 
are willing to lead a bird walk in association with this event 
(you can still participate in the HBC Birdathon on the 19th) 
contact Ralph Tiner, Regional Wetland Coordinator, at 413-
253-8620 or at ralphtiner@fws.gov. He is also looking for 
artists, photographers and craftspeople who work with wet-
land-related themes to exhibit and sell their work. 



LIBRARY 

The HBC Library, maintained by Anne .Cann, is located in the main room on the first floor of the Hitchcock Center for the Envi-
ronment, 525 South Pleasant Street in Amherst (413) 526-6006. Hours are 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday and 9-= 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on Saturday. 
Spring is really coming — I kid you not! Sharpen your war-
bler identification skills by borrowing the library's video 
Watching Warblers by Michael Male and Judy Fieth. It has 
wonderful close-up shots of warblers in their habitats. Also 
in the video line you'll find Warblers of North America, Owls 
up Close, and five of the videos from the Attenborough World 
of Birds series. If audio identification is your thing this 
spring, borrow Richard Walton's wonderful Birding by Ear 
tapes. 

Anne brings a sinall selection of books to the monthly meet-

ings for your perusal. For those who may be unable to get to 
the Center she would be happy to bring your selections to the 
meeting if you contact her at her home by the preceding Fri-
day. If you have access to the Internet, you will find a listing 
of book titles on the HBC Website and there is also a list you 
can examine at the meetings. 

Anne always welcomes questions or suggestions for books 
that might be good additions to the collection. She can be 
reached at (413) 253-7753 or by email at 
cann@uhs.umass.edu. 

The fastest moving bird in bird in the world is the Peregrine Falcon that clocks in at 
one hundred seventeen mph in a dive. On the other hand, the slowest (so who's in a 
hurry?) bird is the American Woodcock who enjoys the scenery at five mph. 

HITCHCOCK CENTER 
Call the Center (413) 256-6006 for more information and to register for programs 

On Tuesday, April 24, 7:00 p.m. — 8:30 p.m. HBC members 
and world travelers Marion Gorham and Al Shane will be 
presenting a slide program they title Iceland Revisited. Last 
stunmer they returned to Iceland to the Snaefelsnes and the 
Western ft ords. Their means of travel was their tandem bike. 
Their slides are beautiful. This should be an interesting pro-
gram. 

The Green Scene: Fundraising Auction and Party on 
day, May 11, 5:00 — 8:00 p.m. at the Red Barn at Hampshire 
College (Rt. 116). This annual fundraiser for the Hitchcock 
Center for the Environment features the opportunity to bid on 
many goods and services including natural history books, gift 

certificates to local businesses and weekends at wonderful 
vacation homes. Great food!! Great bargains!! Great peo-
ple!! You can't miss and you'll helping to support 
portant environmental organization. 

Biothon 2001: The Hitchcock Center will hold its second 
annual 24-hour Biothon fundraiser from Friday afternoon, 
May 18 to Saturday afternoon, May 19. This will be in con-
cert with the HBC Birdathon and Potluck Extravaganza 
described elsewhere in this newsletter. Please refer to it for 
more information. 

THE BU fLRFLY INSTITUTE 

As announced in the last newsletter, the Massachusetts But-
terfly Club (MBC) chapter of North American Butterfly As-
sociation (NAl3A) is again sponsoring the Butterfly Institute, 
seven classroom sessions and seven field trips on butterfly 
identification and natural history. Anyone with an interest in 
butterflies who wants to learn more would enjoy this course 
which is designed for both novices and experienced enthusi-
asts. The lectures and field trips are conducted by MBC ex-
perts. Field trips expand on the topics covered in the lectures. 
Classes will be held at the Hitchcock Center in Amherst on 

Tuesday evenings from 7:00 — 9:00 starting May 1. Field 
trips begin on May 5. There is a fee. 

Think about it. Tom Gagnon reminds us that butterflies are 
out there when the sun is up, you don't have to set the alarm 
for the middle of the night and you can turn over in bed if it is 
pouring rain. Maybe it's time to take up a second (or third or 
fourth) hobby? 

Call Tom Gagnon at 413-584-6353 for more information and 
to register. 

Tell me - is there another word for synonym? 



RUFFIE 
"A tiny glittering garment of the rainbow" (John James Audubon) 

For a long time now I have been wanting to write a piece 
bout Ruffle and his five winter vacations in Tom Gagnon's 

greenhouse. I did my homework before my visit. I read all I 
could find about Rufous Hummingbirds in my field guides. I 
read Nancy Haver's delightful children's book She's Back! 
One Hummingbird's True Story. And, I tried to imagine how 
it would feel to play host to such a tiny houseguest. 

None of this prepared me for the Ruffle experience! 

• Tom's greenhouse is attached to his house, so moving from 
kitchen to greenhouse was done in comfort. It was a lovely 
afternoon with sun reflecting off the snow drifts that have 
defined our winter. Walking into the greenhouse proper, I 
was struck by the tropical warmth and humidity surrounding 
the many-colored tropical plants. Tom had to point to the 
branch where Ruffle was hanging out. She is tiny, and as she 
moved through the air to her feeder I was amazed that for one 
so small she made a very big sound. Tom said that although 
he had not found it yet, she had probably dropped a feather 
because there had been a sudden change in the sound of her 
flight. She moved from the feeder to sip from the many blos-
soms around the room and to pluck off flies and aphids 
(Tom's pest control?), then perched on another of her favorite 
resting spots. There I saw her miniature tongue, testing the 
atmosphere perhaps? Tom took a bottle and sprayed her with 
vater, something she seemed to love. He tried to lure her to 

birdbath by spraying water on it but Ruffle had other 
plans. At one point she seemed to freeze, bill tipped toward 
the glass ceiling. Tom said that there must be a predator in 
the neighborhood and sure enough we soon saw a circling 
Red-tailed Hawk high above. 

Ruffle's life story, at least the part of it that Tom can docu-
ment, is an incredible one. She entered his life in November, 
1996, when a woman in Agawam contacted him to let him 
know that a hummingbird was still coming to feed at the 
brightly colored plastic flowers of her hummingbird feeder. 
With cold weather moving in she feared for the bird's life and 
wondered if there was anything that could be done to save it. 
Tom investigated and found it to be a female Rufous Hum-
mingbird whose birthplace is in the Pacific Northwest and 
who migrates in the fall to Mexico and South America. What 
do you do with a bird when it thinks it has migrated to South-

ern Mexico but is really in Agawam? If you are Tom, you 
find a way to catch it. This involves State and Federal per-
mits to begin with, not a simple matter. Then what's the best 
way to capture it? Tom tried a mist net, but she went over it 
and under it and around it. Next was to move the feeder into 
the garage. This lured her inside and the garage door was 
shut. She was finally captured with a big butterfly net. Tom 
put her into a large pillowcase where she couldn't see and 
couldn't injure herself and carefully transported her to her 
new home. She quickly adapted to the greenhouse and spent 
the winter. Tom said goodbye to her the following May, 
thinking that was the end of a great adventure. 

But — the next May Tom received a call from his Agawam 
friend saying "Guess what, Tom! She's back." Was it just 
another hummingbird or could it possibly be Ruffle? That 
Ruffle had indeed returned home for the winter was clear 
when Tom released her- in his greenhouse and she went di-
rectly to where the feeder had been hung the year before. 
Needless to say, the feeder, filled with pureed insect parts and 
sugar water, was returned to that spot immediately. As fur-
ther proof, Tom checked on her that evening when it was 
beginning to get dark and there she was sleeping on the exact 
same perch she had slept on the winter before. The bird, now 
banded for positive identification, returned to Tom by way of 
Agawam the next two falls. The assumption is that after re-
lease Ruffle headed west to her birthplace, and after finding a 
mate and raising a family took off to find her way back to 
Agawam and Tom. When Tom said goodbye to Ruffle last 
May, it must have been an especially poignant parting. This 
bird was at least 4 years old, very old for a hummingbird in 
the wild. 

Last fall the days passed without incident and no word from 
Agawam, not really a surprise to Ruffle watchers. I can't 
imagine how Tom must have felt when he answered the 
phone and heard "Tom — she's back!" The fifth winter vaca-
tion for Ruffle had started. 

Which brings us to now, with May and release time just 
around the corner. I cannot help but wonder again how Tom 
will feel when the day comes. But, what pleasure this little 
migrant has brought to so many people. Thank you Tom! 
And thank you, Ruffle! 

Tell h-ie - What do you do when you see an endangered animal eating an endangered plant? 



5 omething to ponder when you are planning your summer vacation — A father was at the beach 
with his children when his four-year-old ran up To him, grabbed his hand and led him to the shore 
where a gull lay dead in The sand. "Daddy, what happened to The gull?" lie died and went to 
heaven," replied the dad. The child thought for a moment and said, -Did God throw him boo kr 

MISCELLANEOUS 

For those who do not always phone The Voice for bird sight-
ings in Western Massachusetts you can now check the news-
paper, thanks to Jan Ortiz who is the Voice and Trudy Tynan 
who transcribes it for BIRDEAST (online) and for the news-
papers. Three newspapers have weekly bird sighting col-
umns. The Springfield Union News publishes on Thursday, 
the Daily Hampshire Gazette publishes in the "Living" sec-
tion of the weekend edition and it can be found in the 
Greenfield Recorder on Saturday. 

May is the month we elect board officers and members for the 
coming year. A nominating committee of Jan Ortiz (Chair), 
Sue Emerson, and Merry Cushing are in the process of 
drawing up a slate for your consideration. If you wish input, 
now would be the time to get in touch with one of them. 

HELP! One of the nice features of our monthly meetings is 
the goody table with its cookies and brownies and cheese and 
cider and homemade wonders graciously donated by willing 
members. We are right now in need of an individual and/or 
team of people to keep this custom flourishing next year. 
There are people willing to donate food so that is not a prob-
lem. A small committee can split up the tasks of calling peo-
ple who have offered to donate, setting up the table and 
cleaning up afterwards. It is a simple way of doing a little 
extra for the Club that is so much appreciated. This is not 
gender-specific job! Anyone can apply. Call Sally (549-
1098) if you care to help out in this manner. 

We thank BACKYARD BIRDS at 17 Strong Avenue in 
Northampton for continuing to offer a 10% discount to all 
HBC members for all purchases. 

The 2000 — 2001 MEMBERSHIP LIST as of 1/29/01 was enclosed with February Newsletter. Following are additions and correc-
tions to that list. Please check your own information to make sure that it is accurate. If by chance there is an error not reported be-
low, please let me (Sally) know so it can be corrected on the master list and in the next Newsletter. If you need a membership list, 
please call me or pick one up at the meetings. 

MEMBERSHIP LIST 2000-2001 

Changes or Additions to List: 

Adams, Stacy: Change email to stacybadams@netzero.net 
Zaslow, Ken & Barbara — new address: 2420 McCullough Ave., Apt # 202, San Antonio, TX 78212-3564 

New members: 

Garrow;Suzanne, 409 Rocky Hill Rd., Florence, MA 01062-9793 
Mockler, Patrick, 487 Pond Rd., Vernon, VT 05354, HPh: 802-257-7357; email: pgmnam69@souernet 
Whitcomb, Dan: 284 Hillside Ave., Holyoke MA 01040; HPh: 413-533-6504; email: djwhitcomb@yahoo.com 

9 01 
Sally Venman, Newsletter Editor 
(413) 549-1098 
svenman@externaLumass.edu 

So, that should about do it for this month. I hear that we are going to be treated to a nice gen-
tle rain tonight sometime around midnight. I think I might meander up to Henry Street and see 
what's happening at the salamander tunnel. I need to make sure that the spotted salamanc 
get safely across the street, especially the wild and crazy ones that opt not to use the tunnell. 
I call this sallymeandering. 


