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October! - - - Ah! - - - Autumn! - - - Hmninunin! - - - The fall of the year, harvest time! The season of mists and mellow 
fruitfulness, frosty mornings, crisp sun-filled afternoons, wood fires, tart apples, children dancing around carved pumpkins, 
singing merry pumpkin songs and, and, and 

 —Christmas Catalogs!!!!!- But, more on this in a later Newsletter and, for now 

isn't it comforting to receive a PERSONAL letter with an actual 35 cents stamp on it from a caring Bird Club that under-
stands your needs and puts you first in ALL seasons? You'll note that the writing is small, and the writing is condensed in 
order to keep it at 35 cents. Just bring out your magnifying glass. And let us make your month by offering the following: 

MONTHLY MEETING 
All meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. at the Immanuel Lutheran Church in Amherst 
Should bad weather force cancellation, it will be announced on WIIMP-AM 1400 

On Monday, October 16, we are delighted to bring 
you a program featuring the work of Brian Harrington, a bi-

1 ogist with Manomet Center for Conservation Sciences since 
)71. During his tenure most of his work has focused on 
norebirds and their migrations and on conservation issues 

associated with the long hop migration strategies that many 
shorebirds employ. His research has been conducted 
throughout North and South America. The species he has 
especially focussed on, and the subject of his slide presenta-
tion, is the Red Knot, chosen because it illustrates many of 
the conservation issues he has documented. Much of this 
work is described in The Flight of the Red Knot, the popular 
book he authored in 1996, describing the spectacular migra-
tion of this robin-sized bird between the Canadian Arctic tun-
dra and the Patagonian shorelines. 

Brian has been working through the National Con-
servation Training Center of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service training professional wildlife managers throughout 
North America in methods of wetland management for shore-
birds and waterfowl. He is also coordinator of the Interna-
tional Shorebird Surveys, a project that has enlisted more 
than eight hundred volunteers throughout North and South 
America. Observations from this project have been exten-

sively used in developing the U.S. Shorebird Conservation 
Plan. 

Come join us on this fall evening for the presentation 
made by this noted biologist and ornithologist Come early 
(not before 7:00 please) to trade big bird stories with friends 
and learn what's happening in the birding world while en-
joying a cookie and cider (or a cheese or a coffee or a --). 

To Come: 

November 13: Becky Field (Suburban Wildlife). 
December 11: Holiday Party (Members' Slides, Christmas 
Count Planning and Party Food). 
January 8: Geoff LeBaron (Antarctica). 
February 12: Clay and Pat Sutton (Owl Spotting Skills). 
March 12: David Spector (Birders vs. Ornithologists) 
April 9: Irene Pepperberg (Parrots) 
May 14: Al and Lois Richardson (Lapland) 
June 11: Peter Yaukey 

FIELD nues 
The HBC offers field trips to spots easily reached and explored in one day. No costs other than travel, meals and incidental fees 
are involved Please call the trip leader to register so that plans can be made for the size of the group and you can be notified if a 
;ange is necessary. We recommend that participants carpool whenever possible and that all persons in the car (driver included) 
are costs equally on the basis 0f30 cents per mile plus tolls and parking fees. Shawn Smolen-Morton, Field Trip Chair, is always 

appy to hear your suggestions of places you would like the Club to visit or to talk to you if you would be interested in being con-
sidered as a trip leader. He can be reached at (413)863-4569 or by email at bachman@complitumass.edu. 



Trip Reports 

The trip to South Beach at Chatham on Cape Cod on 
Saturday, August 26, led by Bob Bieda and Al Rithards came 
off remarkably well. Although the group did not have any 
great rarities, a huge number of birds were viewed by the 
twelve participants in weather that was warm with gentle 
breezes. The group had over two hundred American Oyster-
catchers in a single flock! Other highlights included several 
Piping Plovers, hundreds of Red Knots, fifteen species of 
shorebirds, a full adult Lesser Back-backed Gull and four 
species of terns. 

On Saturday, September 9, Bob Bieda's fall warbler 
trip to Northampton's East Meadow was a nice walk but dis-
appointing for birds. The group did have a Philadelphia 
Vireo however and one small flock of migrating warblers. 

The first monthly Morning Sweep of the Connecticut 
River Valley of the year took place on September 13. Harvey 
Allen and eight other participants went to Skinner Mountain 
hoping to experience the hawk migration. The group viewed 
nine Sharp-shinned hawks, three American Kestrels, two 
Peregrine Falcons, five Turkey Vultures, Three Ospreys, three 

Red-tailed hawks, three Bald Eagles and one Goshawk TI,-
highlight was seeing this bird pass only a few feet right or —A 
the heads of the group. Also high on the "special" list Niorl 
seeing one of the peregrines attacking one of the eagles. This 
interesting interaction found the eagle giving the attacker just 
the slight-P.4 of glances until the falcon finally pulled away. 

The first of the monthly Leisurely and Local Satur-
day Morning Birding series led by Scott Surner on September 
16 is described as being "just so-so." The early hours were 
spent in the Northampton East Meadows before heading for 
Skinner and the hawk migration. Highlights in the Meadows 
were two Northern Harriers and one Warbling Vireo. For 
warblers the group tallied two Nashvilles, eight Yellows, two 
Palms, and fourteen COMMOR Yellowthroats. Skinner pro-
duced two Sharp-shinneds, tweady-five Broad-wingeds, and 
two Kestrels all very high. The group then went to Larch Hill 
where they saw one Yellow-bellied Flycatcher and one Scarlet 
Tanager. For warblers they saw one Nashville, three Black-
throated Greens, one Blackpoll and one Redstart. 

Coming Up 
The following contains just the facts. Please refer to the enclosed Field Trip List for tantalizing descriptions. 

Saturday, October 7 is the date for the popular all-
day annual fall trip to Quabbin Reservoir led by Tom Gag-
non. The trip is limited to 15 people and you need to commit 
to the whole day. Knowing Tom, birds are only one aspect of 
the natural world to be experienced on the-trip. Call him at 
(413) 584-6353 for more information and to reserve a spot. 

On Wednesday, October 11 Harvey Allen heads for 
the West Meadows of Northampton on this month's Morn-
ing Sweep of the Connecticut River Valley to search for mi-
grating sparrows, late warblers, blackbirds and hawks. Meet 
Harvey at the Northampton Bowl, 525 Pleasant Street, and 
Northampton at 8:00 a.m. Call him (413) 253-7963 for fur-
ther information. 

On Saturday, October 14 Stacy Adams will be 
searching for migrating sparrows, warblers and whatever else 
the valley's hedgerows will give up on this month's Leisurely 
and Local Saturday Morning Birding series. Call her (413) 
367-0177 for the time and place of departure. 

On Saturday, the 215' Al Richards and Bob Bieda 

LIBRARY 
The HBC Library, created and maintained by Anne 

Cann, is located in the main room on the first floor of the 
Hitchcock Center for the Environment, 525 South Pleasant 
Street in Amherst (413) 526-6006. Hours are 9:00 ant to 
3:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday and 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
on Saturday. 

For your fall birding Anne suggests you check the 
library's collection of field guides for the New England states 

plan to return to the Dead Creek Wildlife Management 
Area on Lake Champlain in western Vermont after a spe — 
tacular all-day trip last year. Bring lunch and snacks z 
plenty of warm dry clothing The group will leave from Ari 
house in Sunderland at 5:00 am. Contact Al at (413) 665-
2761 for directions, more information and to register. 

On Saturday, October 28, Zeke Jakob will be 
leading this month's second Leisurely and Local Saturday 
Morning Birding to explore locations in the Deerfield and 
Greenfield areas. The trip will be approximately three hours 
long and will begin at 8:00 am. You will need to call Zeke 
(413) 773-7906 or (413) 773-5949 for details. 

Sunday, November 5 is the date set for this year's 
annual all-day Berkshire Lakes waterfowl trip led by Tom 
Gagnon. Bring lunch, cliackg, water and plenty of warm 
clothing! Meet Tom in the parking lot at the Super Stop and 
Shop in Northampton on King Street (Route 5). at 6:15 a.m. 
Call him at (413) 584-6353 for more information and to let 
him know you are coming. 

and the East Coast. There are current guides for Massachu-
setts, Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, and Connecticut. 
There more specific guides to Western Massachusetts, Berk-
shire County, Amherst and Cape Cod If you are traveling 
further down the coast, borrow the guides for New Jerr - 
Washington D.C., Virginia, Georgia and Florida. Anne 
be reached at (413) 253-7753 or by e-mail at 
cann@ulismmass.edu. 
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CONSERVATION 

) 
Several people have expressed concern about the 

cell phone towers proposed for Westhampton, North-
ampton and other towns. We have all heard of the numbers 
of birds destroyed by these towers. It seems that there may be 
ways to construct these towers to make them less damaging. 
If you are interested in participating in a group which will 
research and then make recommendations regarding this is-
sue, please contact Anne Lombard at (413) 586-7509 or an-
nelombardgmediaone.net. 

HITCHCOCK CENTER 
Call the Center (413) 256-6006 for more information and to 

register 
An Owl Prowl led by David Spector, a member of 

the faculty at Central Connecticut State University and long-
time BBC member will be offered on Sunday, November 5, 
starting at 3:00 a.m. No one finds owls hie David Great 
Horned, Barred, Saw-whet and Satech are all possibilities. 
Although there is no guarantee that he will find these denzens 

of the night for us, the adventure of the search is guaranteed. 
Dress warmly because the group will be standing still while 
listening for owls. If you are interested in owl behavior, 
breeding biology, calls, survival strategies, or just like to be 
outdoors in the middle of the night, don't miss this walk. 
Children ten years and older are welcome. Free to Hitchcock 
members. For more information and to register call the Cen-
ter. 

BIRDING WITH ARCADIA 
For more information and to register call the Sanctuary at 

(413) 584-3009 
"Important Bird Area Program" is a conservation, 

education and advocacy project all rolled into one being put 
together by the Massachusetts Audubon Society. This pro-
gram will require community input Presently, criteria are 
being determined for what constitutes an important breeding 
or migrating habitat. Andrea Jones, Bird Conservation Bi-
ologist, Will be discussing this plan at Arcadia on November 
6, 7:00— 9:00 p.m. The program is free and all are welcome 
to join Andrea in Wreck* this important work 

CARE AND FEEDING OF YOUNG BIRDERS 

Last year a new section in the Newsletter was intro-
iced highlighting projects that are being done in schools 

and homes to introduce the next generation to the wonders of 
the natural world through birds. We featured Patricia Red-
fern's fourth grade class in the Donahue School in Holyoke 
that was participating in Comell's Classroom FeederWatch 
program. At the Rowe Elementary School in Rowe, Massa-
chusetts, Wanita Siour Laffond is teaching a bird identifica-
tion and behavior unit as part of the science curriculum in 
grades four through six. Much closer to home were two pro-
grams being facilitated by two of our own bird club members. 
Le,sli Scott of Amherst leads a 4-H group of nine to eleven-
year-olds who with the help of Julie Collier, Raptor Reha-
bilitator, rehabilitated and released a Barred Owl that had had 
an untimely encounter with the family car. And, finally, I 
reported on Betsy Higgins who runs a daycare for children 
ages two to five out of her home in Hadley. Through pictures 
and stories and backyard field trips she has managed to truly 
excite the youngsters into learning to hear and see and won-
der about the birds in their own back yards. 

I have another local story to tell. Last spring, Linda 
Donnelly, Head Teacher of Elementary II class at the Com-
mon School in Amherst undertook a six-week bird study with 
her class (ten to twelve-year-olds) using as her guide "Project 
DigeonWatch," one of the programs put together by Cornell 

b of Ornithology. 
Linda knows that when students become invested in 

something real, and this is an actual study they do along with 
groups of people around the world, they really respond. They 

learned about field marks, coloring, gaieties, courtship' , inter-
actions between birds and people, and many other aspects of 
birds in general and pigeons in particular, reporting their 
findings back to Cornell. They had the opportunity to talk 
about World War II and the role pigeons played and why 
some species are extinct today. They discussed what people 
think of pigeons, and learned the facts behind some of the 
myths about these birds. They discussed courtship behaviors 
identified by Cornell Lab and learned about the mystery of 
morphs, studying the seven main morphs as outlined by the 
Lab. 

Then they were ready to hit the streets — all that was 
needed was a flock of pigeons to watch. A spot near the Cam-
pus Center at IJMass where rock doves were courting, nesting 
and feeding was chosen, but with limited success. All they 
could track down on their field trip were about twelve of the 
birds. They were doing their courtship, but on the rooftops of 
nearby buildings. And the birds could have cared less about 
the bread bits they were offering. Yet, they got very excited 
when they were able to identify the morphs and see some of 
the aerial displays above them. The class did not have very 
much to offer the Cornell Lab's PigeonWatch study this time, 
but they learned a lot and gathered some tools and eagerness 
that will remain with them whenever they view birdlife. 

Thank you, Linda for your interest in encouraging 
young naturalists in such a creative manner. Who knows, 
maybe one of your students is an ornithologist-in-the-making. 
Keep us up to date on your projects. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

The Voice of Audubon is your way of finding out what birds 
are being seen locally and across the state. It is also a way 
you can report your sightings. All you need to do is call the 
toll-free number (1488-224-6444) which will put you in 
touch with the statewide system at Lincoln. Then press the 
number of the area that you are interested in from a menu 
that includes the four Rare Bird Alerts in Massachusetts (#1 
for Eastern, #2 for Western, #3 for Cape Cod and #4 for 
Nantucket). 

Jan Ortiz, who manages the Voice for Western 
Massachusetts, would like to remind you that your reports 
ARE the Western Voice and urges you to report the birds you 
are seeing. Her first preference is that if you have access, you 
email her the reports at jtortiz@aol.com (written reports are 
much easier to deal with and less time consuming than audio 
reports). If this is not possible, just follow the directions on 
the Voice. When you are able, please list your sightings in 
the same order as is used by the Massachusetts Audubon 
Checklist Jan will change the Voice at least twice a week 
(typically on Friday night and Sunday night — or Monday 
morning) if there is enough material. In the event of a rarity, 
she will record it as soon as possible and provide updates. 

The Tireless Trio — An Update: Those of you who 
have been following QMBOY (Quest for the Most Birds in 
One Year) have undoubtedly been waiting with bated breath 
for this moment in the Newsletter. 

I started following this venture last June when Bob 
Bieda and Harvey Allen made known (on NPR no less) that a 
friendly rivalry had been born. Who can record the highest 
number of bird species in one year (January 1 — December 31) 
is the question. At that point Bob had 261 on his list and 
Harvey had 246. The plot got thicker in mid-summer when 
Al Richards made the twosome a trio. At "press" time in 
September, the score was Bob 291, Al 279, and Harvey 277. 

Now it is October. There are three months to go. 
Bob reports that "List-wise, I've had a September to Remem-
ber!" (Good song title?) "It was capped by a call from Harvey 
that led me to rush to the Longmeadow Sandbar where I saw 
Baird's Sandpiper (#307) and Northern Wheatear (#308)!" 
Bob has passed the magic number of 300! Al is at 294 and 
Harvey (who obviously scouts for Bob) is at 289. Bob com-
ments that the other two have "the audacity of trying to live a 
somewhat normal life this year." He also says of his wife 
Lura that "the Pope has already written to her saying she is 
next in line for Sainthood." 

HBC member Zeke Jakub is back from the Coast 
Guard and on line by way of a new computer and a new list-
serve that you might be interested in. A very active birder 
covering Franklin County, Zeke records what he sees on the 
list he has created. He invites you to join in the fim by sub-
scribing to this free service and perhaps by reporting your 
own sightings. All you need to do to get started is to go to 
greenfieldbirding@juno.com and type the word SUBSCRIBE 
in the Subject Heading and your name and email address in 
the main body. Zeke will send you confirmation and instruc-
tions on how to read the list and how to report your own 

birds. If you wish to contact Zeke personally you can reac' 
him at (413) 773-7906 or (413) 773-5949 or (413) 218-83 
(cell phone). 

Important Reminder: If you wish to be on the HBC 
Rare Bird Alert telephone tree, Mary Alice Wilson, (413) 
548-9078, mwilson@k12s.phastumass.edu needs to know by 
October 6! This refers to those interested in being alerted by 
phone. Those wishing to be alerted by e-mail can join at any 
time. 

Some of you may not be aware of the fact that there 
is a very nice journal about Massachusetts birding. Bird Ob-
server is a bimonthly journal dedicated to enhancing the un-
derstanding, observation and enjoyment of birds. There are 
articles about birds, birding locations, field notes and field 
studies, book reviews and bird sighting records for the state. 
Some articles relate to New England and other areas. Sub-
scriptions are $26.00 for six issues and may be sent to Bird 
Observer Subscriptions, P.O. Box 236, Arlington MA 02476-
0003. For additional information check the web site at 
http://massbirdorgibirdobserver/ 

David Sibley, author and illustrator who has been 
described as the heir apparent to Roger Tory Peterson, will be 
at the Odyssey Bookshop at the Village Commons in South 
Hadley to sign copies of the new National Audubon Society 
Sibley Guide to Birds on Saturday, October 14th at 10:00 
a.m. The book has 544 pages, with 6,500 illustrations by Mr 
Sibley, who is co-author (with Pete Dunne and Clay Sum 
of Hawks in Flight. A birdwalk will take place prior to ter.-
signing if weather permits. Space is limited for the walk so 
interested people should call the Odyssey (534-7307) for fur-
ther details. 

We thank Backyard Birds at 17 Strong Avenue in 
Northampton for continuing to offer a 10% discount to all 
HBC members for all purchases. 

Correction: Mary Alice Wilson's e-mail address in 
the September letter was incorrect. The correct address is 
mwi1son@k12s.phastumass.edu. 

Should the wanderlust bug be biting you as the cold closes in, 
I am enclosing the North American Rare Bird Alert with 
this Newsletter. Now, escape is just a phone call away. Find 
out what birds are being seen in warm and exotic places and 
dream yourself away for a bit. But, don't forget to come back 
for the October meeting! 

Happy fall migration, 

So-CaD}-\ 

Sally Venman, Newsletter Editor 
(413) 549-1098 
svenman@externaLumass.edu 

Enclosed: Field Trip List with the North Ameri-
can Rare Bird Alert on the back 

(It) 



DOES ANYBODY HAVE A USE FOR THIS DEAD BIRD? 

YES!!! Dead birds are used in scientific collections for research and teaching purposes_ Birds are often prepared as 
study skins from which most of the skeleton and internal organs km been removed. These *ins provide a 
permanent record of the plumage of the bird and can be used to study molt and geograrilic- variation_ Some birds are 
pickled in alcohol. These spirit specimens are used to study the innscIes and internal mans. Some birds are 
prepared as skeletons, which allows the ones of different species to be compared_ Specimens of any sort docament 
the occurrence of a species in a given location at a particular time and serve as permanent records of migration dates 
and unusual occurrences. 

WHAT DOCUMENTATION IS IMPORTANT? 

Five items should be written down as soon as the bird is collected and the piece ofpaper with this information 
should be put in the bag with the bird before it is frozen: 

1. The name of the species.  (If known - "Swainson's Thrush" or "Sharp-shinned Hawk". If unsure - 
"Swainson's Thrush?" or "Hawk, sp.?)" 

2. The date found (day, month and year). 
3. The location found (at least the town and state). 
4. The collector (person who found the bird and recorded the data). f. 
5. The circumstances of collection (how the bird came to be colletcted). Do not ditaw conclusions. It is 

better to write "dead on road" or "found under window" than "bit by 6ar"- or "hit window," unless you 
know the latter to be true. Other information that seems impoxt Lbe mchided_ 

V4,01. 

HOW SHOULD I SAVE THE DEAD BIRD? 

The best way to preserve a dead bird until its final preparation as a specimen is to double bag it with the 

documentation (Zip-lock type plastic bags), squeeze the air out, then freeze it. 

CAN I KEEP THIS BIRD? 

NO! It is illegal to keep dead or live birds, or parts thereof without appropriate federal and state permits. 

CAN I HELP BY SHOOTING BIRDS FOR SCIENTIFIC COLLECTIONS? 

NO! It is illegal to kill birds without federal and state collecting permits.(Rock doves. Starlings, House Sparrows, 
and game birds in season are exceptions to the above mentioned laws.) 

WHO IN THIS AREA CAN USE THIS BIRD? 

The University of Massachusetts Museum of Natural History maintains research and teaching collection of birds and 
welcomes additions. The Museum holds federal and state salvage permits which allows it to keep birds found dead. 
For information contact Kate Doyle on email (kdoyle@bio iimass.edu) or by phone: 413-577-2303. 

Also welcoming specimens is HBC member Susan Smith, Mount Holyoke College biology professor, researcher 
and author. She can be contacted on email (ssmith@inhc mtholyoke.edu) or by phone: 413-532-2177 (home) or 413-
538-2149 (work). 

10/26/00, Hampshire Bird Club Inc. Also available at htip:/1-www-unix. www-umass.edul—hcrmpbird/ 


