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Dear Friends - 

If you read this -very fast you might make the November 
meeting (([you actually get the letter before the November 
meeting). This has not been a wonderfully peaceful two weeks 
and I am terribly behind! My computer has spent much RezR 
time at the Computer Wizards Repair Palace. If there were a 
fan magazine for computer phobics, I would be the Ms. No-
vember centerfold. (Scary thought!) And - it has been a seri-
ously complicated period of working with our sixth child, the 

Valley Light Opera, making butterflies and dragonflies and 
crowns and glittery pretend stuff helping to make fantasy 
happen by opening night. Between the two my life has been 
very interesting but completely out of control. But now I'm 
done with let's pretend and ready to get serious. But - before 
you delve into the serious letter, do something for me, please. 
My son sent me the following and I pass it on to you.. He 
says "Every organization should have an Option 7." It seems 
most appropriate for the HBC. 

epo to the phone and dial 1-800-888-3999. Wait for Option 7 (be sure to listen to options 1 - 6). 
Press 7. It's free. Do it/ 

MONTHLY MEETING 
All meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. at the Immanuel Lutheran Church in Amherst 

Should bad weather force cancellation, it will be announced on 'WIMP-AM 1400 

- rave you ever imagined that you would wake up one morn-
glance out of the bathroom window while brushing your 

teeth only to see a moose in your swimming pool? This really 
happened to a woman in the Berkshires a few weeks ago. 
And, this is the sort of thing you will begin to understand if 
you attend the November meeting. 

On Monday, November 13, Dr. Rebecca Field will be talking 
to the Bird Club about her interests and research in a program 
titled Birds and their Habitats in Tundra, Tropics, and 
Towns. Much of her twenty years as a research scientist with 
the U.S. Department of Interior were spent working with 
birds and other wildlife in remote areas including the tundra 
of northern Alaska and the tropical forests of Costa Rica. 
More recently she has become interested in the conflicts be-
tween wildlife and people in suburban areas - bears at back-
yard bird feeders, deer in our gardens, geese (and moose) in 
the swimming pools. Are these "problems" or just part of the 
price tag for living far from Boston? 

Management and conservation of bird populations depends on 
a strong understanding of habitat associations. For genera-
tions, biologists have been studying this in a wide variety of 
natural environments and much of what we know today about 
birds and their habitats is based on these studies in wild areas. 

L..._,RANKSOIVIN6 WISDOM: 

Yet, ironically; many habitats with the greatest problems for 
management and conservation are not found in wilderness 
areas, but in our own suburban backyards. Unlike inner cities, 
the :suburbs still provide enough habitat to be attractive to 
birds and other wildlife, while also being heavily impacted by 
the presence of people. * 

Becky was with the Massachusetts Cooperative Fish and 
Wildlife Research Unit, Department of Interior, for 12 years 
until last fall. She is now an Adjunct Associate Professor in 
the UMass Department of Natural Resources Conservation. 
She continues to teach at UMass and at other colleges and 
universities in the Northeast, and pursues research on birds at 
the Harvard Forest in Petersham, MA. 

To Come 

December 11: Holiday Party (Members' lides, Christmas 
Count Planning and Party Food) 
January 8: Geoff LeBaron (Antarctica) 
February 12: Clay and Pat Sutton (How to Spot an Owl) 
March 12: David Spector (How to Spot an Ornithologist) 
April 9: Irene Pepperberg (Parrots) 
May 14: Al and Lois Richardson (Birding in Lapland) 
June 11: Peter Yaukey (Birding Louisiana) 

Why Did Pilgrim' Pants Always Fall Dow? 
Because they wore their belt buckles on thek hats, silly 
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FIELD TRIPS 

The HBC offers field trips to spots easily reached and explored in one day. No costs other than travel, meals and incidental fees 
are involved Please call the trip leader to register so that plans can be made for the size of the group and you can be notified if --
change is necessary. We recommend that participants carpool whenever possible and that all persons in the car (driver includeax—Y 
share costs equally on the basis of 30 cents per mile plus tolls and parking fees. 

Trip Reports: 

On Saturday, October 7, Tom Gagnon led his annual fall 
trip to Quabbin Reservoir. Sixty-three species of birds were 
recorded among which were five Snow Geese, forty-two 
Common Mergansers, five Ruffed Grouse, two Bald Eagles 
and six species of Warblers. Also counted were five species 
of butterflies, two Flying Squirrels, two Keen Myotis Bats, 
three deer and one Green Snake. 

On Wednesday, October 11, Harvey Allen and nine partici-
pants headed to the West Meadows of Northampton where a 
Le Conte's Sparrow and a Dickcissel had been spotted. Un-
fortunately these two target birds were not in evidence. 
Twenty-three bird species were counted on a cloudy, then 
clear and windy day. Among birds seen were Fish Crow, 
Yellow-rumped and Palm Warblers, Northern Harrier, Her-
mit Thrush and lots of Cormorants. The group also spent 
time with a katydid. Perhaps the best find was a White-footed 
Mouse family. There were four young but fully-grown mice 
resting at home in the nest in a blossom of a Golden Rod 
gone to seed. Trips with Harvey are always turning up 
something special! 

On Saturday, October 21, Al Richards and Bob Bieda re-
turned to the Dead Creek Wildlife Management Area on 
Lake Champlain in western Vermont. Four birders saw 
sixty-five species in weather that was variable but primarily 
pleasant. Highlights included Horned and Red-necked 
Grebes, between fifteen and eighteen thousand Snow Geese, a 
Ross' Goose! (with excellent comparative looks with Snow 
Goose), Brant (a new Vermont record for all), Wood Duck, 
Green-winged Teal, Northern Pintail, Ring-necked Duck, 

--Long ed-back, Black Scoter, Buffiehead and Hooded and 
'ninon Mergansers. Also seen were Northern Harrier, Os-

prey, Sharp-shinned Hawk, Northern Rough-legged Hawk 

(two color morphs) and a beautiful Peregrine. Shorebirds 
included a mixed and late flock of twenty White-rumped 
sandpipers, thirty Dunlin, two or three Baird's Sandpipers, 
and eight plus Pectoral Sandpipers The group also saw an 
American Golden Plover and a Common Snipe. 

On Saturday, October 28, Zeke Jakub led a Leisurely and 
Local Saturday Morning Birding in and around Greenfield. 
Five participants saw thirty-four species in dreary, blustery, 
good duck-watching weather. It was the cusp of the change 
of seasons as both Chipping and Tree Sparrows were seen. 
Among other birds observed were one hundred Canada 
Geese, forty-three Mallards, one Buffiehead, two Hooded 
Mergansers, two American Coots, a Red-bellied Woodpecker, 
two Ravens, Savarmah and Song Sparrows, and eight Dark-
eyed Juncos. The group had beautiful close looks at a Belted 
Kingfisher and at the canal in Turner's Falls, they saw the 
same female Goldeneye (affectionately named "Dot") that 
Zeke has been seeing for over three years. 

On Sunday, November 5, Tom Gagnon led his annual all-
day trip to the Berkshire Lakes. Twenty-two participants 
observed the birds in weather that was punctuated by some 
rain and snow. According to Tom it was really too mild to 
produce the large numbers of waterfowl seen in past years. 
Among birds seen were two Common Loons, seventy-five 
Buffieheads, one female Common Scoter, one male Black 
Scoter (seen clearly on a rock), fourteen Ruddy Ducks, around 
twelve hundred Ring-necked Ducks, four Coots, one Pintail 
Duck and two Green-winged Teals. Also seen were four Rav-
ens, an adult male Marsh Hawk, two Northern Shrikes, two 
Copper's Hawks, one Red-tailed Hawk, three Great Blue Her-
ons and one Bluebird. For mammats the group saw a huge 
porcupine and four deer. 

Remember to use/he Voice of Audubon to learn what birds are being seen locally and across the state or to make a report. A toll-
free number willput you in touch with the statewide system at Lincoln that covers four separate Rare Bird Alert areas in Massachu-
setts. Call 1-8884224-6444 and follow directions. 

The recent World Series reminded me of bits of baseball lore, like the time that the Tanzanian national 
baseball team was lost in the snows of IC/lime:40ra. Fortunately, just at that time there was a Swiss con-
sultant in the country trainkg some native animals in St. Bernard work. One of the trainees, a large bird,`---)
made it up the mountain with a keg of brandy around its neck just as the basthallers were giving up hope of 
rescue. A clear case of ostrich in time saws nine. 
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COMING UP 
The following is just the facts. Please refer to the green Field Trip List (sent last month) for the tantalizing descriptions. 

NOVEMBER 

Saturday, the 11th: Shirley Hilbom leads this month's half-
day Leisurely and Local Saturday Morning Birding trip. 
Meet her at 8:00 a.m. in the Hitchcock Center parking lot in 
Amherst. For more information call Shirley (413) 253-6462. 

Wednesday, the 15th: Harvey Allen searches for waterfowl 
and migrants on this month's Morning Sweep of the Con-
necticut River Valley. Meet Harvey at 8:00 a.m. across the 
street from the Atkins Farms, on the corner of Route 116 and 
Bay Road in Amherst. Call him (413) 253-7963 for further 
information. 

Saturday, the 18th: Tom Gagnon will lead birders on an an-
nual all-day trip to the East Quabbin area. Bring a lunch, 
snacks and warm clothing. The trip is limited to 15 partici-
pants. You need to call Tom at (413) 584-6353 to reserve a 
place and to make arrangements for meeting. 

Friday, the 24th: Al Richards and Bob Bieda will lead the 
Annual All-Day Turkey Trot to explore the many caves of 
Cape Ann on the North Shore. Bring lunch, snacks and 
warm clothing. The group will leave from Al's house in 
Sunderland at 5:00 a.m. Call Al at (413) 665-2761 for direc-
tions and to register. (Actual trotting not required.) 

DECEMBER 

Saturday, the 9th: Zeke Jakub leads this month's Leisurely 
and Local Saturday Morning Birding, exploring locations in 
the Deerfield and Greenfield areas beginning at 8:00 a.m. 
You will need to call Zeke (413) 773-7906 or (413) 773-5949 
for details. 

Wednesday. the 13th: Harvey Allen leads the group in this 
month's Morning Sweep of the Connecticut River Valley. 

Call Harvey (413) 253-7963 for more information about this 
half-day trip. 

Christmas Bird Counts: Saturday. December 16 (Spring-
field — Bruce Kindseth 860-745-9593), Sunday, December 
17 (Northampton — Jan Ortiz 413-549-1768), and Saturday. 
December 30 (Quabbin — Scott Sumer 413-253-7486 and 
Jim Lafley 413-323-5892). 

Shawn Smolen-Morton, Field Trip Chair, is always happy to hear your suggestions of places you would like the Club to visit or to 
talk to you i f you would be interested in being considered as a trip leader. He can be reached at (413) 863-4569 or by email at 
bachman@complit.umass.edu 

MORE THANKSOIVINO WISDOM: A turkey crossing the road is poultry in /notion. 

LIBRARY 

The HBC Library, maintained by Anne Cann, is located in the main room on the first floor of the Hitchcock Center for the Envi-
ronment, 525 South Pleasant Street in Amherst (413) 526-6006. Hours are 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday and 9:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on Saturday. 

A wonderful announcement was made at the last meeting and 
I am delighted to repeat it now. The Board of Directors of the 
Hitchcock Center for the Environment has announced that a 
$100.00 contribution has been made to the HBC library in the 
name of David Spector for his years of outstanding service as 
a member of the Board and the Executive Committee. "We 
appreciate all of David's hard work and his longstanding 
commitment to the Hitchcock Center. Through this gift we 
hope to inform future bird enthusiasts of David's commitment 
to environmental education, community service, and most of 
all his love for birds." This is a very special tribute to a very 
'oecial friend. Congratulations, David! And, thank you 

..,_.,,itchcock! Now, the fun part — how do we spend the 

- 
money? If you have any ideas as to what books or biding 
materials should be added to our library would you please get 
in touch with Anne with your suggestions. She would like 
the information by Thanksgiving, please. 

Anne wishes to remind you that as members of the American 
Birding Association (ABA) we receive three publications. 
The ABA journal Birding is published,monthly. Among 
many subjects of interest to birders it, cobtains articles of a 
more technical nature to help us with nur identification skills 
and overall enjoyment The newsletter Winging It, also a 
monthly publication, has articles on specific birding areas, 
information on planning trips, book reviews, bird sighting 



from the hotlines and other timely birding topics. Here you 
can also learn about ABA conventions that are held in birding 
hotspots across the nation. The next one is in April in 
Beaumont, Texas. Anyone interested? The third journal, A 
Bird's Eye View, published quarterly, is by and for teenage 
birders. Also from the ABA is a sales catalog offering many 
birding guides, equipment and other goodies to add to your 
birding pleasure. 

Anne brings a small selection of books to the monthly meet-
ings for your perusal. For those who may be unable to get to 
the Center she would be happy to bring your selections to the 
meeting if you contact her at her home by the preceding F,
day. She is happy to answer any questions or take sugge-_,) 
lions for books you feel might be good additions to the collec-
tion. You can reach her at (413) 253-7753 or by e-mail at 
cann@uhs.umass.edu.

CONSERVATION 

Anne Lombard, Conservation Chair, reminds us that Cornell 
Lab. of Ornithology is appreciative of all those in our club 
who are participating or have participated in Project Feeder 
Watch. As a result of this network of bird-feeding enthusi-
asts, researchers have been able to demonstrate for the first 
time that a naturally occurring disease can regulate the size of 
a wildlife population. This resulted from the study of myco-
plasTnal conjunctivitis in House Finches. Birders of all skill 
levels are needed to participate in Project Feeder Watch and 
the House Finch Disease Survey so that bird population re-

search may continue. To sign up, call (800) 843-2473, visit 
the Lab on the Web at http://birds.Comell.edu or send E-mail 
to cornellbirds(acornell.edu.

If you have special interest in conservation as it relates to 
birding, Anne is always happy to talk to you. She can be 
reached at (413) 586-7509 or by email at annelom-
bard@mediaone.net 

B1RDING AT ARCADIA 
For more information and to register call the Sanctuary at (413) 584-3009 

Saturday, December 9, 9:00 p.m. to midnight — Night Hike: 
Owl Prowl with Mark Skinder, Naturalist Come out for the 
longest full moon of the year when Arcadia is transformed by 
the light. Listen for Saw-whet, Screech, Barred, and Great 
Horned owls after hearing their recorded calls indoors prior to 

What Do You Call four BullfOkters In Quicksand? 

venturing out Hot drinks will be provided and warm-up 
breaks will be taken as needed. Dress very warmly with spe-
cial attention to warm footwear. Call the Sanctuary to regis-,- --
ter. There is a fee. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

November QMBOY (Quest for the Most Birds in One 
Year) 

Those of you who have been following QMBOY have un-
doubtedly been waiting with bated breath for this moment in 
the Newsletter. 

We started folloviing this venture last June when Bob Bieda 
and Harvey Allen', made it known that a friendly rivalry had 
been born to deterinine who could record the most bird spe-
cies in one year (Jannary 1 — December 31). At that point 
Bob had 261 on his list-and Harvey had 246. Their involve-
ment was featured on the Monday morning WFCR (public 
radio) program, Field Notes, hosted by Laurie Sanders. I 
have been told that Laurie is going to be doing a follow up 
sometime between now and the end of December. The plot 
thickened in mid-summer when Al Richards made the two-

Quatro Sin/ca, of course! 

some a trio. In September, the score vvas Bob — 291, Al — 
279, and Harvey — 277. October increased the numbers to 
Bob — 307, Al — 294, and Harvey — 289. 

Now it is November. Less than two months to December 31, 
11:59 p.m. Bob has been a yew faithful HBC meeting atten-
dee from the Club's inception. Never before has he• missed 
more than an occasional meeting and never, never, never two 
meetings in a row! Until this year, that is! He wasn't pres-
ent at the September meeting — was it that bird on Nantucket, 
Bob? He wasn't present at the October meeting — that was 
the bird on the Cape, wasn't it Bob? As of last night (No-
vember 5) he assures me that he will be at the November 
meeting. We'll see. 

But, back to the count The numbers and the order have 
changed. (Tension rising?) As of yesterday Bob had moved 
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up to 314 with the Mountain Bluebird. Harvey had moved 
into second place. His 3006 bird was the Black-throated 
Gray Warbler and he has since upped that to number 307! 

mgratulations, Harvey. Al has had some tough luck. He 
---.4issed the LeConte's Sparrow, the Dickcissel and the Gos-
hawk. His present number stands at 298. (Very, very close to 
the magic number.) Would people care to guess which bird 
will be Al's 3006? Send me your guesses please. First per-
son with the bird that is Al's 300th is the winner. The prize 
will be a second trip to the HBC goodie table. 

Volunteers are needed to help organize the Northampton 
Christmas Count Potluck Dinner on Sunday, December 
17. If you would like to take part in this traditional event but 
being out in the elements and counting all those starlings 
isn't your cup of tea, there is another way you can participate. 
Some one is needed to be the contact person for those pre-
paring food and to set up the Perry Room at the Hitchcock 
Center for the dinner. The potluck starts at 4:45 p.m. and 
precedes the compilation at 6:00 p.m. For more information 
please contact Jan Ortiz (549-1768) or Mary Alice Wilson 
(253-9078). 

I will be writing all about the Count next month, but I would 
like to say a brief word to people who may be new to birding 
and to this wonderful annual event Field observers are al-
ways needed. You don't have to be an experienced birder to 

OW DO YOU CATCH A UNIQUE RABBIT,

join in the fun. If you are interested in participating you can 
be placed with someone who has done this before. Please get 
in touch with either Jan or Mary Alice who would be de-
lighted to talk to you about the Count Feeder watchers are 
also needed. This way you can watch and count from the 
warmth and comfort of your own home. 

Many of you who have enjoyed the programs of Tom Martin 
or who have had the pleasure of chatting with him and Jose-
phine on Monhegan Island will be saddened to hear of the 
recent sudden death of his son. If you would care to send 
them a card, the address is Tom and Josephine Martin, 615 E. 
14TH Street, Apt 3C, New York, NY 10009. 

Enclosed with this letter is what is affectionately known as 
the "Dead Bird Sheet." It tells you what to do should you 
find a dead bird in good condition. This has traditionally 
gone out with the new members' information packet, but the 
Board felt that an updated version might be in order for eve-
ryone. 

There are some changes and new information on the website 
that you might be interested in checking out 

We thank Backyard Birds at 17 Strong Avenue in North-
ampton for continuing to offer a 10% discount to all HBC 
members for all purchases. 

That's about it for the November news. Hope to greet you at the November meeting! 

Happy Birding 

Sally Venman, Newsletter Editor 
(413) 549-1098 
svenman@extental rimass.edu 

HOW DO YOU CATCH A TAME RABBIT,

That's really it! 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

Unique Up On It. 

Tame Way, Unique Up On It. 


