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PROGRAMS 
All meetings are held at ?:3O pm at the Immanuel Lutheran Church in Amherst 

Some time ago, a very prominent birder and field ornithologist 
(who shall remain nameless, but is known to all Massachusetts 
birders) referred to Worcester County as an "avian wasteland" 
Mark Lynch and Sheila Carroll, the team featured this month, 
challenged this inflammatory statement and went about debunk-
ing its claim. Their program "Worcester: Birding an Urban Envi-
ronment" will be presented on Monday, May 8. 

Mark and Sheila have made a mission of promoting an interest in the 
ecology of the urban environment, where most people live and where the 
greatest opportunity for environmental education exists. They focus on 
birds primarily and Worcester in particular. Worcester is on no major 
flyway and not on any ocean, yet migrants seemed to utiti7e the few re-
maining green and blue spaces every year. About ten years ago Mark 
asked a very basic question: "Do migrants utilize this very small pocket 
of green that is smack in the middle of an intensely urban environment?' 
To begin to get some answers he started a program at Broad Meadow 
13) 'Massachusetts Audubon Society) where volunteers counted mi-
grants every spring and fall and the answer was "you bet!" The numbers 
and varieties that had been utilizing the sanctuary were amazing. Atten-
ti  then tamed to Worcester's many abused, ignored, and under-
va  and lakes, and systematic monitoring has been taking place 
in these areas for the past five years. The data from monitoring these 
areas are truly too significant to be ignored and are being used to help 
make management decisions for the few remaining green spaces in the 
city. 

According to my records this will be our naturalist friends' sev-
enth time behind the HBC slide projector. For Mark I add an 
eighth. He was one of the panel members in a program dealing 
with Birding Ethics. I could say I sure hope they get it right this 
time (why else would we keep asking them back?) but I don't 
think that would pass. They are just plain good! Their photogra-
phy, knowledge and humor make them very popular presenters. 
Come learn about all that can be found just east of us in the 'big 
city. 

Mark teaches courses and co-leads field trips with Sheila on Mas-
sachusetts birds for Broad Meadow Brook MAS where he is also 
an ecological monitor studying how neo-tropical migrants utilize 
this urban sanctuary. He has just completed a five-year study of 
how waterbirds utilize city ponds. He is also a teacher and docent 
at the Worcester Art Museum and hosts an interview show on the 

arts and sciences on the NPR affiliate WICN. He is one of the 
founding members of the Massachusetts Avian Records Commit-
tee. And — he birds like his life depended on it. Sheila is Senior 
Vice President of Human Resources for Liberty Funds Group as 
well as an accomplished bird photographer. The photos you see 
in all of Mark's lectures are hers. According to Mark she, too, is 
a hardcore birder, but much more sane than he. 

The last meeting before we break for the summer will take place 
on June 12 and will feature Pete Westover, Amherst's Conserva-
tion Head, who will be presenting a program titled -Special 
Habitats and Habitat Protection in the Connecticut River Val-
le_v," 

A BUSINESS MOMENT 

A short business meeting will precede the program in order to 
elect Board officers and members for the coming year and to ap-
prove the proposed changes in the By-laws presented last month_ 
The nominating committee of David Peake-Jones (Chair), Harvey 
Allen and Merry Cushing will present the following slate for your 
approval. The officers: Mary Alice Wilson (President), Stacy Ad-
ams (Vice President/Program Director), Mark Mount (Treasurer). 
David Peake-Jones (Communications Secretary), Joanne Parker 
(Membership Secretary), and members at large: Sue Emerson. 
David Gross, Jim Marcum, Dennis McKenna, Jan Ortiz and Scott 
Surner. 

The Board has been in the process of reviewing the by-laws of the 
organization and presented the proposed changes at the April 
meeting to be vote on May 8. Some changes reflect clarification 
of practices that we simply forgot to put in earlier versions. Some 
reflect changes in the descriptions of officers' duties as required 
by our new 501(c)(3) status. And some reflect grammatical or 
stylistic changes, thus ensuring that the by-laws read like pure 
poetry. 

There will be copies of the By-laws with proposed changes dealt 
marked at the meeting. If you would like a copy before the meet-
ing, please contact Sally Venman (413)549-1098 or e-mail sven-
man@externaLumass.edu. 
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FIELD TRIPS 
•-• 
The 'IBC offers field trips to spots easily reached and explored in one day. No costs other than travel, meals and incidental fees , in-
volved Please call the trip leader to register so that plans can be made for the size of the group and you can be notified i f a change is nec-
essary. We carpool whenever possible and share driving expenses. Transportation costs are calculated on the basis of 30 cents i sue 
per car plus tolls and parking fees. It is expected that all persons in the car, including the driver, share costs equally. Shawn Stub' len-
Morton, Field Trip Chair, can be reached at (413)665-5196 or by email at bachman@complit.umass.edu should you have questions or sug-
gestions. 

With all the birds returning I remind you to use the Voice ofAudubon to learn what birds are being seen across the state. There is a new toll-
free number that will put you in touch with the statewide system at Lincoln that covers four separate Rare Bird Alert areas in Massachusetts. 

ll 1-888224-6444 and then press the # of the area in the state that interests you. 

Trip Reports: 

On Saturday, March 25, five birders led by Harvey Allen 
searched the Valley for ducks and geese and early spring. 
Weather conditions ranged from 26° to 600. The group saw forty-
five bird species under clear windless morning skies followed by a 
cloudy and windy afternoon. Highlights were viewing more than 
seventy Bohemian Waxwings in Turners Falls at eye level and on 
the ground, an adult Bald Eagle catching a fish in Hatfield and 
great views of ducks in good light. 

On Saturday, April 15, Bob Bieda led the Leisurely and Local 
Saturday Morning Birding trip to the Ashley Reservoir. Ten peo-
ple enjoyed seeing early migrants on a warm, clear dry day. Four 
Ring-necked Ducks, an Osprey, and three Ruby-crowned Kinglets 
were spotted. The group had great looks at five Hermit Thrush. 
Many Pine Warblers were heard with four being seen well. Other 
birds viewed included one Palm Warbler, one Louisiana Water-
thrush singing on its terrilory, a Rufous-sided Towhee and several 
newly arrived Chipping Sparrows. 

May and June Trips 
(Refer to the Field Trip list or call the leader for addi-

tional information or to register.) 

Starting on Tuesday, May 2 and continuing every Tuesday and 
Thursday Morning during the month of May, the Club sponsors 
an Early Morning Bird Walk through Wildwood Cemetery. No 
need to register. Meet the leader in the parking area inside the 
entrance at 6:30 a.m. These walks usually last until 8:30 a.m. 
Walks will cover various parts of the cemetery and conservation 
area. I remind you that Wildwood is private property and we must 
always remember that we are guests on its paths. We have main-
tained a good relationship with the management over the years, 

and have been assured that birders are always welcome. Park only 
in the appropriate places — do NOT park on the lawns. Please 
respect the management's simple wishes and use common sense 
and courtesy when birding the facility so that we will continue to 
be welcome. 

On Saturday, May 6 the monthly half-day Leisurely and Local 
Saturday Morning Birding series will be led by Shirley Hilborn 
(413)253-6462 and Anne Lombard (413)586-7509. 
On Sunday, May 7 explore the east side of Quabbin Reservoir 
and experience spring with Tom Gagnon (413)584-6353. 
On Wednesday, May 17 join Harvey Allen (413)253-7963 his 
monthly Morning Sweep of the Connecticut River Valley. 
On Saturday, May 20 Shawn Smolen-Morton (413)62A—S688 
will explore Ned's Ditch in Arcadia, walk through the olk lk) 
line and hit other warbler hot spots on this half-day Leisurely ana 
Local Saturday Morning Birding. 
On Friday, May 26, the group leaves for Monhegan Island. The 
trip is FULL. 
On Saturday, June 3 Al Richards (413)665-2761 and Bob Bieda 
(413)527-2623 are off to the Poor man's Monhegan: Plum Islana 
and vacinity. Ninety-four species counted last year! 
On Saturday, June 10 Stacy Adams (413)367-0177) will lead an 
all-day exploration for local specialties on Mount Greylock. 
Wednesday, June 14 is Harvey Allen's monthly Morning Sweep 
of the Connecticut River Valley. (413)253-7963. 
On Saturday, June 17 (Note the change of date) Bob Bieda will 
lead his annual Grassland Birds at Westover. The number of 
people who can make up a group is limited so call Bob at 
(413)527-2623. 

LIBRARY 

The HBC Library, created and maintained by Anne Cann, is located in the main room on the first floor of the IIitchcock Center on South 
Pleasant Street in Amherst. ,Hours are 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday and 9:00 am. to 1:00 p.m. on Saturday. 

Anne reminds us that this is a good time to brush up on the birds 
we'll be seeing over the next six weeks. There are two great war-
bler books, for example, and if you need a refresher course in bird 
song, borrow the song tapes to listen to on your way to your fa-

vorite birding spot. There are great birding guides for mc  the 
eastern areas and to hot spots right across the country to the—West 
Coast. If you are not an ABA member, enjoy the Club copy of 

• Birding and Winging It. And, if you missed a Club meeting, there 
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are audiotapes of many of the presentations. The April taping of 
Bill Barber's program would be of great help if you are planning a 
tn the Adirondacks. 

i'aose who have access to the Internet, there is a listing of ti-
the HBC WebPages. There is also a list you can examine 

at meetings. Anne is happy to pick books up for you from thi 
Center and bring them to the meeting if you call her at (413) 253 
7753 or e-mail at cann@uhs.umass.edu by the Friday prior to th 
Monday meeting. 

CARE AND FEEDING OF YOUNG BIRDERS 

"On the subject of birding with two-year-olds let me first say,that 
they are not the best birding partners! No, two-year-olds are gen-
erally fast moving and noisy! But most people appreciate a nice 
bird and I have found that small children are no exception." 

These words start the report from another HBC member, Betsy 
Higgins, who operates a daycare for children ages two through 
five out of her home and who wishes to pass, on her love of birds 
to the next generation_ 

She continues, "With children it's all about awareness. I like to 
take a few pictures of my backyard birds and stick them on the 
wall or at eye level on the refrigerator for the children to see. We 
talk about the birds' names and colors and what they like to eat. 
Outside, I often stop and say, 'Do you hear that bird?' then I'll 
imitate the crow, or jay, titmouse, or whatever, and name it. Then 
I'll ask, 'what do you think that bird is talking about?' When we 
gr • Iide, we'll look at the bird's picture and recall its song. 

"hist as with adults, some kids are interested and some are simply 
;\......"/ It really makes me happy when a two-year-old comes run-

ning to me and says `Did you hear that??!! That was a wood 
pecker!!!' And, sure enough, off in the distance I can hen 
drumming. 

"The very best was the day one of my daycare big kids, Leela, wh( 
is five years old, went outside and suddenly got very excited. Slit 
called 'Betsy! Do you hear those crows? What's that all about' 
Oh, look! I see a hawk!!' And sure enough, there was a Red 
tailed Hawk overhead, being harassed by crows. All those year 
of saying to her 'What are those birds talking about?' paid off 
Talk about gratifying! I was thrilled and so was Leela. You neve 
know. One of those kids just might become a BIRDER!" 

Thank you so much, Betsy, for sharing your love of birds and na 
ture with your young students and for telling us about it. You an( 
Lesli, who was featured last month, are inspirations to us all. 

Help us celebrate other programs and activities for young people 
If you know of any, please contact Mary Alice Wilson a 
(413)548-9078 or Sally Venman at (413)549-1098_ 

UNTITLED 

This is the first article in a new, as yet unnamed category. I re-
cently talked to Merry Cushing about the possibility of her writing 
an occasional paragraph for those members who have access to 
the World Wide Web and hence to the HBC's own web site. We 
had two ideas in mind. First, we want to demystify the process for 
beginners. Second, we want to bring other web-based birding 
sites to the attention of our members. Merry is our very capable 
webmaster — the person who is in charge of the site. With more 
and more people becoming involved with computers, the Internet 
and browsers, this seems a good addition to make. (A big plus for 
me is that maybe I will begin to understand what it's all about 
myself!) Merry is happy to oblige. 

First, does one call a female Web Master a Web Mistress? Is the 
word Master masculine or not? What is politically coned? And 
then, what should the title of this section he? The Master's Voice? 
Words from the Master? I brought this up at a family gathering 
over the weekend. My family is large and not always as reverent 

3h0u1d be in things avian. While some took my problem se-
nously, others could barely keep a straight face. But there were 
' of suggestions, some of which I pass on to you: Net Notes, 

NOTES, Bird Food for BirdBrains, Owl &of — Pellets of 
Wisdom, Webbed Feet from the Web Head, Head Webber, 
WorldWide Warbles, Web Warbles. Get the idea? Perhaps the 

perfect title is being born in your brain this very moment. Sem 
me a birth announcement And now, a note from Merry — 

You need to use your favorite Web browser (Netscape, Interne 
Explorer, or whatever to view the Hampshire Bird Club's Wel 
site). The url (universal resource locator) for the Hampshire Bin 
Club is: http://www-unix.oit.umass.edut-hampbird/. 

Once you get to the Hampshire Bird Club's Home page, there an 
links that you click to take you to the following pages: "About tla( 
Club," "Field Trips," "Related Links," "Membership Form,' 
"Lending Library List," "Photo Page," and "Notes of Interest.' 
The HBC's Home page lists the programs for the current year am 
Merry makes a program link when she receives the press release 
Some of the most interesting links currently are to the Eagle sit 
at Barton's Cove (their 2 eggs hatched this week) and a Barre( 
Owl site in Eastern Massachusetts which have 3 eggs about t( 
hatch. Go to "Related Links" and click on the one you want. 

Enjoy the Hampshire Bird Club's Web site. Merry always wel-
comes comments and suggestions. You can reach her at 
(413)545-1831 or by e-mail at cushing@oitumass.edu 
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CONSERVATION 

The Amherst Breeding Bird Census will go into its eleventh 
year of gathering data in June. Because people go on vacation and 
move away there may be a few circuits not covered this year. Pete 
Westover and David Ziomek are looking for people who are 
qualified and interested. Almost 95% of the data are gathered by 
ear so it is necessary that the person have a good knowledge of 
local bird song. If you are interested in learning more, please call 
Pete (413)256-4045 or Dave (413)863-3221. 

Calling all Birders: Peter W. Houlihan, together with Gini 
Traub of the Mount Holyoke Range State Park is organizing a 
species census for Hadley and South Hadley. This event, which 
takes place on Friday, June 9 and Saturday, June 10 coincides 
with the Massachusetts Executive Office of Environmental Affairs 
statewide census "Biodiversity Days" in which standardized data 
on the presence of species will be collected at various locations 
throughout the state. Given the high level of public interest in 
conservation in the region, it seems timely -to gather experts and 
volunteers together recording the biological diversity in the Pio-
neer Valley. The objective is to gather reliable data for check-
lists, and to enhance public education about biological diversity at 
the same time. 

The general format of the census is to have biologists and expert 
amateur naturalists lead groups of volunteers on 1-3 hour walks at 
pre-determined locations around the Mount Holyoke Range, the 
adjacent floodplains of the Connecticut River, and Mount Warner. 
Other locations can certainly be surveyed, and 'other formats tried, 
depending on your suggestions and the number of participants. 
Each group will survey for a particular type of taxonomic group, 
including plants, herps, mammals, birds, insects, and aquatic in-
vertebrates. During these walks, biologists will demonstrate stan-
dard census methods and engage volunteers in assembling a list of 
all the species seen during the survey. Data sheets for recording 
finds will be distributed, data will be entered into spreadsheets, 
and a volunteer data manager (David Marlin) will tabulate the 
data. Both Friday and Saturday will begin with an early morning 
bird walk (5:30 to 8:00 a.m.), continue with a morning session 
(9:00 a.m. to noon), a lunch break (noon to 1:00 p.m.) and an 
afternoon session (1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.). Saturday will end with 
a celebration for field foray leaders and volunteers in the late af-
ternoon. 

We are looking for expert birders to lead groups who might have 
an interest in helping to record the presence of species living in 
the Hadley and South Hadley area. If you're an expert birder who 
can lead a group, please contact Peter Houlihan, Program Coordi-
nator, Center for Environmental Literacy, Mount Holyoke Col-
lege, South Hadley, MA 01060-1459, at (413)538-3091, e-mail: 
phouliha@mtholyoke.edu. Other birders can join the group lead-
ers in this census. 

Orphaned Wood Ducks are almost impossible to raise in captivity 
is the word from Barbara Skelly who is a wildlife rehabilitator and 

who operates the bird store Whistling Crow in Shelbur Fall 
She goes on to say however that the orphans will readil ept 
different female Wood Duck as a new adoptive mother. She n 
ceives several ducklings every summer (mostly due to the adu 
being run over by a careless driver) and would like to try placin 
these young with adoptive families. If anyone sees a Wood Duc 
family (female with young) she would appreciate an e-mail wit 
the following information: Exact location, date, approximate af 
of docklin , time of day, and if possible a phone number to cot 
tact for further information. And, since she receives orphans of a 
different ages throughout the breeding season, updates of previot 
sightings or reports of any new sightings would be great. 

She would also hie to receive the same information about Killdei 
and Mallards. She is not sure if Killdeer, Wild Turkey, America 
Woodcock or other precocial birds would accept adoptive youn 
(or if the young would accept the adult), so any leads to informt 
tion on this subject would be appreciated_ Contact Barbara Skell 
at The Center for Rehabilitation Of Wildlife (C.R.O.W.) ; 
(413)339-6637 or e-mail corvus57@yahoo.com 

Those with access to the HBC Web site can get more informatio 
by going to the HBC Home page and clicking on "Notes of Inte-
est" 

Bluebirds: I expect many of you saw the article in the Go- --te an 
the Amherst Record about liBC member Haleya Priest is ck 
ing her part in helping bluebirds make a comeback. She has n 
cently completed a "Bluebird Trail" erecting twenty-three nestin 
boxes from North Amherst to Hadley that has been accepted b 
the North American Bluebird Society (NABS) as part of its Tram 
continental Bluebird Trail to be launched officially next month. 

You are cordially invited to meet with her and fellow Massacht 
setts bluebirders for the first meeting of the newly formed Masst 
chusetts Bluebird Association where you'll have the opportunit 
to contribute your ideas on organizing and about affiliating wit 
NABS. As this is being written, Haleya is planning to have tall 
given by gifted Massachusetts birder, Lillian Lund Files, Ne' 
Hampshire NABS affiliate Bruce Burdett, and the founder of th 
previous Tri-State Bluebird Association, Hank Coleman. Thet 
will be displays and a round table discussion to share stories abot 
bluebirding. 

The meeting is free and takes place on May 13 at 1:00 p.m. in th 
Community Room at Cherry Hill Co-Housing, 120 Pulpit Hill Rt 
North Amherst, MA. If you cannot make this meeting and at 
interested, please contact Haleya or Jim Bowe so that you can b 
included in future mailings and events. You can contact Hai-va 
(413)549-3937, e-mail hpandtL@crocker.com, or 
(413)584-3398, e-mail jibowe@hotmail.com. 
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HITCHCOCK CENTER 

L ,rflying at Hitchcock: There are still a few places left in the 
Butterfly course. The seven classroom sessions and seven trips in 

)leld begin in early May. You can refer to last month's letter 
tbetnore detail. Call Tom Gagnon at (413)584-6353 to register. 

The first ever Hitchcock Biothon to raise funds for environ-
mental education will be held on Saturday. May 13, from mid-
night to midnight at the Hitchcock Center. Count birds, butter-
flies, bacteria, or any other biota that you choose for twenty-four 
hours and then celebrate at a compilation potluck dinner at the 
Center on Thursday. May 18. David Spector is in charge and 
will be happy to give you more information and a list of all you 
might be counting. 

He will also be one of the counters and he's looking for people tc 
sponsor him. His goal is to identify one hundred species ii 
twenty-four hours in Hampshire county and to have a total o 
$10.00 per species pledged for his efforts. He tells me that" 
probably won't quite make either goal, but any help would be ap 
predated." If enough of us pledge our help on the second goal w4 
might just prove him wrong. The one hundred species is his re 
sponsibility. 

Contact David Spector (413)323-4885 or e-mail at spec-
tord@ccsu.edu for details, to sign up to count, to pledge, or to 
RSVP the potluck. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

A word from Janis LaPointe concerning the health of HBC's ex-
traordinary honorary member Rudd Stone: "For many of us in 
Western Mass who admire Rudd Stone tremendously, here is an 
update on his health. Many know he was extremely ill this win-
ter, in and out of the hospital about 7 times with the flu and sub-
sequent complications. He has spent the last two months in the 
rehabilitation wing of Heritage Hall nursing home where he lives. 

I this afternoon (4/20) he is moving back to Heritage Hall 
N.._ at, the assisted living building where he was living before he 
ly—ame ill. This is a remarkable recovery, one even the medical 

did not expect Rudd to make. He has even been out birding 
several times and expects to be at the Allen Bird Club annual 
meeting on May 1." Thanks, Jan, for passing on the good news! 

Birds Eye View in the Village Commons in South Hadley and 
Backyard Birds at 17 Strong Avenue in Northampton, two local 
shops specializing in all sorts of goodies to interest birders. Each 
offers a 10% discount to HBC members for all purchases. You 
can find equipment from feeders and seed to binoculars and 
scopes plus books and tapes and videos and many, many gift 
items. Check them out! 

The Membership List as of 12/02/99 was enclosed with the De-
cember Newsletter with additions and corrections sent as new 
information reaches me. I remind you to contact Dottie Barnes at 
(413)549-5476, or by e-mail at dbames@chem.umass.edu if you 
know of any changes or errors. If you need membership lists plus 
additions call me at (413)549-1098 or use my e-mail sven-
rnan@external.umass.edu. 

Changes and Additions: 

Bob Bieda: add e-mail Ibieda@massed.net 
Laura Davenport has moved to 67 Village Hill Road, Williams-
burg MA 01096 
Geoff Le Baron: new e-mail GleBaron@mediaone.net 

New members: 

Jeff Demarest 90 Union St, PO Box 745_ Barre MA 01005, HPI-
(798)355-0139 
Sarah Goodwin & Matthew Service, 1040 N. Pleasant St. #315_ 
Amherst MA 01002; HPh(413)549-6058, WPh (413)478-0208; e-
mail sarahge@studentumass.edu 
Tom Pelletier, 382 Middle St, Amherst MA 01002; HPh 
(413)253-2991; e-mail tpell@mediaone.net 
Naomi Reece, Amherst College, Box 380, Campus Center, 
Amherst MA 01002-5000; HPh (413)542-3331; e-mail 
nsreece@amherstedu 
Daniel Russell, 28 Meadowbrook Dr., Easthampton MA 01027, 
HPh (413)527-7323, e-mail boodanny@aol.com 
Bill Stack, Bald Head Rd., HC33, Box 157, Arrowsic ME 04523, 
HPh(207)442-8256, WPh (207)729-1199. 
William T. Sweet, 75 South St., Northampton MA 01060; HPh 
(413)582-7094, WPh (413)772-6506; e-mail bsweet@javanetcom 

Have a terrific birding spring! 

robins flew to the ground and found a nice plot of plowed ground full of worms. They ate and ate and ate and ate, 'til they could eat tic 
,e. "I'm so full I don't think I can fly back up to the tree," said the first one. "Me neither," said the second one. "Let's just lie here anc 
'- in the warm sun." "OK," said the first. They plopped down, basking in the sun. No sooner had they dozed off, when a big fat tom ca.

I.,_,Aced on them and gobbled them both up. As he sat washing his face after his meal, he said to himself, 

"I just love baskie robins." 5c°'\ 
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