
Nampshire Sird Club 
Amherst, Massachusetts 

http://www-unix.oit.umass.edu/—hamplaird/ 

March, 2000 

March came in like a lamb this year. To those of us with a bit of 
the superstitious to our nature this means that March will go out 
like a lion. Whether you are drawn to fact or legend you have to 
agree that March is fickle. Just when you are about to put your 
mucklucks in storage, we get a huge snow storm like the 38 

inches recorded in Boston on March 4, 1717, or the 40 inches that 
fell on March 11, 1888 (Boston), the 36 inches on March 13, 1993 
(again Boston) and the 59 inches predicted on March 32 d this 
year (Northampton). I ran into this poem by Edward Thomas that 
gives us the bird's eye view: 

Over the land freckled with snow half-thawed 
The speculating rooks at their nests cawed, 

And saw from elm-tops, delicate as flowers of grass, 
What we below could not see, Winter pass. 

Upon reading the February- Newsletter concerning mergers and 
what to call them, the nimbler (or some would say twisted) minds 
out there in birdland began to generate merger steam. I prefer not 
to name names but those who composed them will know that I 
know! I am reminded of early radio days and the menacing whis-

pered question: "Who knows what evil lurks in the hearts of 
men? Answer: The Shadow (and Sally) knows! The names of 
these shadowy authors remain my secret — for now. You can find 
their murky merger mania scattered throughout the letter. 

PROGRAMS 
All meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. at the Immanuel Lutheran Church in Amherst_ 

,v1onday, March 13, "Traveling and Birding Papua New 
Guinea" will be the featured program_ This is one of those very 
special "in-house" presentations we are so lucky to be able to of-
fer. Our guide to this fascinating part of the world will be long-
time club member and author Susan Smith, returning as speaker 
for the eighth time. Charter members will recall her first appear-
ance in the Club's first year (1984) when her program was titled 
Flock Switching in Black-capped Chickadees. She returned two 
years later to speak on Removal Experiment on Winter Black-
capped Chickadee Flocks, followed in three years as a panel 
member discussing Birding Ethics. She gave us a Chickadee up-
date in 1992 and then switched her focus to her trips with Birding 
Antarctica in 1994, Birding in Peru in 1996 and Birds of Arctic 
Canada in 1998. 

Last summer Susan took a three-week trip to Papua New Guinea, 
the center for the Birds of Paradise, with Field Guides, Inc. She 
was able to see a remarkable number of endemic birds on this 
beautifully organized trip and since Papua is so close to Australia, 
many Australian and Australasian birds were on the list as well. 
She says that it was wonderful seeing so many species she has 
taught about but had not seen_ 

Smith is a Professor in the Department of Biology at Mount 
Holyoke College. For the past twenty years she has studied a 
color-banded population of Black-capped Chickadees in South 
Hadley. She has authored two books about Black-capped Chicka-
dees. The Black-capped Chickadee: Behavioral Ecology and 
Natural Histoly was the first comprehensive synthesis of pub-
lished information about the tiny bird. Wild Bird Guides: The 
Black-capped Chickadee contains numerous color photographs 
and is written for a general audience. Smith has also done the 
species account for Black-capped Chickadees for the Birds of 
North America series. 

Please note: we have not asked Susan back repeatedly just because 
she pays her yearly dues. Be there! You won't regret it! 

To Come: 
April 10: Bill Barber — Birding the Adirondacks: A Boreal Bo-
nanza. 
May 8: Mark Lynch and Sheila Carroll — Worcester: Birding an 
Urban Environment. 
June 12: Pete Westover — Special Habitats and Open Space in 
Amherst and Surrounding Towns. 

I understand that Denison Mines, Alliance and Metal Mining plan to merge to become Mine All Mine 
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FIELD TRIPS 

Trip Reports 

On Saturday, February 5, Scott Sumer and eight other observers 
had a great time exploring Maine's southern shore, one of Scott's 
favorite birding destinations. Thirty-three species were tallied 
with highlights being fifty Harlequin Ducks, two Iceland Gulls, 
one Red-headed Woodpecker, and seventy-five Bohemian Wax-
wings. The waxwings and the woodpecker were life birds for 
many in the group! 

On Saturday, February 12, Al Richards and six other birders 
explored Orleans, Fairhaven and Wareham finding fifty-one 

species in "pretty good" weather. Nice looks at Harlequi cks 
and all three Mergansers species were among the twenty species 
of waterfowl observed. The big bird of the day was the Western 
Tanager which had been visiting a feeder. 

And on Saturday, February 26, the second of the Leisurely and 
Local Saturday Morning Birding series, a group of five led by 
Shaw-n Smolen-Morton saw thirty-five species of birds in cool and 
drizzly weather. Highlights were one Pine Siskin, one Dark-eyed 
Junco, Oregon race, fifteen Common Redpolls and one brief look 
at a Hoary Redpoll which was not seen by all. 

March Trips 
(Refer to the blue Field Trip list or call the leader for additional information or to register.) 

On Wednesday, March 15, the half-day Morning sweep of the 
Connecticut River Valley led by Harvey Allen will be searching 
for early migrants, probably focusing on waterfowl. Call Harvey 
(413)253-7963. 

On Saturday, March 18, the half-day Leisurely and Local Satur-
day Morning Birding series will be led by Stacy Adams and will 

be searching for early migrants. Call Stacy (413)367-0177. 

On Saturday, March 25, Al Richards will be searching the Val-
ley for ducks and geese on this half-day trip. Call Al (413)665-
2761. 

Monhegan Island: Listen-up!!! 

This is your last chance to sign up for the annual Monhegan Island Memorial Day Weekend trip, the hallmark of HBC Field Trips 
since the Club's beginnings. The trip, led by Stacy Adams, runs from Friday, May 26 to Monday, May 29. 

The group leaves from New Harbor, Maine (a new spot for us, 
closer than Port Clyde) on Friday and spends all day Saturday and 
Sunday on the Island enjoying the migrating birds, the spring wild 
flowers, hiking eating, laughing and having a wonderful "es-
cape," returning to the mainland on Monday, May 31. The cost is 
S230.00 per person (this is lower than estimated in last month's 
announcement) and includes transportation from New Harbor, 
lodging breakfasts and dinners on the island. Add to this tips for 
the island staff, lunches, snacks, an optional lobster dinner on the 
island and incidentals plus shared mileage cost if you carpool to 
New Harbor and you have a rough idea what the cost will be. A 
$50.00 deposit is needed to save a spot. A second leader will be 
added if enough sign up. 

If you have never been on this trip, you should know that birds 
(and they are plentiful) are just one part of the Monhegan experi-
ence. Take an island eleven miles off the mainland. Take wild-
flowers and ocean and blue skies and night skies filled with star-
light, not city light. Take hiking and sitting on rocks looking east 
over the ocean searching for whales. If the weather does not co-
operate there is the comfort of warm fireplaces and lots of books. 
Add good food, good company, lots of laughs and a skilled leader 
to show you around and help you identify the many birds you will 
see and you have a better idea of what's in store. 

Call Stacy NOW at (413)367-0177 or e-mail her at 
lovett@student.umass.edu for more information or to register. She 
needs to make reservations. 

Entrepreneurial Birdwatcher (EB for short) attempted to bring high-quality musical entertainment to the Valley but met with utter failure. 
Bill Cosby, Beverly Sills, Johnny Cash and Connie Chung all expressed interest in performing together at an upcoming Hampshirt 
Club event In recent weeks, however, EB intercepted a series of especially irate phone calls from Ahmet Ertegun of Atlantic Records. .r.ee 
was distressed to learn that the name of the ensemble — Cosby, Sills, Cash and Chung — bore an eerie similarity to that of another a on 
the Atlantic label. A truly sad story. 
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CARE and FEEDING of YOUNG BIRDERS 

L.Jinonth a new section to the Newsletter was introduced cele-
brating projects that are being done in the schools and homes to 
introduce the next generation to the wonders of the natural world 
through birds. We described the feeder watch project in Patricia 
Redfem's fourth grade class in the Donahue School in Holyoke 
and reported an increased awareness and excitement about birds. 

This month I have a report from the Rowe Elementary School in 
Rowe, Massachusetts where bird identification and behavior are 
part of the science curriculum in grades 4 — 6. Three feeders 
containing thistle, black oil or sunflower seeds and a suet feeder 
were observed and bird activity recorded. The students reported 
that "the hulled seeds were by far the favorite" but that "Gold-
finches and Pine Siskins also loved the thistle." In the spring the 
"Red-wing Blackbirds figured out how to get seed out of the feed-
ers by hitting them and then eating the seeds off the ground. The 
Mourning Doves also capitalized on the help." The group listed 
the birds frequenting the feeders and described other happenings: 
birds dying by hitting the window by mistake or by being chased 
by a Red-tail Hawk or "One of the doves mysteriously dying under 
the picnic table. A crow or raven picked it up and flew off with 
it" They saved wings and tails from the happenings and were 

u other treasures by a local hunter. 

As weather warmed, the class reported "a Kildeer nesting out in 
the open in our school yard. There is a picture of her on our web 
page. It took four shots to get a good picture because she blended 
in so well. We also have a Robin sitting on her eggs at the front 
door of the school and swallows in their wonderful mud nest at 
the back!!!" 

For more information about this project contact Wanita Siour 
Laffond through email laffond@k12s phastiimacs edu or go to the 
school website (www.rowe.k14.mass.edu) and select Mrs. Laf-
fond's classroom. 

Coming next month — an exciting local (Amherst) 4H project en-
visioned and actualized by one of the Bird Club members! It may 
even have a photo (if I can figure out how to scan that into my 
machine). 

Help us celebrate other programs and activities for young people. 
If you know of any, please contact Mary Alice at (413)548-9078 
or Sally Venman at (413)549-1098. 

It seems that Xerox and Wurlitzer will merge and begin manufacturing reproductive organs. 

CONSERVATION 

Development on The Mount Holyoke Range: Reveille or Requiem? 

Valley residents have recently been given a call to action. Last 
November, developer Ron Bercume announced plans to build 40 
luxury homes on a 106-acre parcel of land on the northern slope 
of the Mount Holyoke Range in Hadley. This residential develop-
ment would extend to within 2 miles of the Summit House at 
Skinner State Park and will dramatically alter the appearance of 
the entire valley and seriously degrade significant local watershed 
and natural habitat The Mount Holyoke Range, comprising over 
8000 acres, is one of the largest remaining tracts of contiguous 
forestland in Massachusetts. Many species that require large areas 
of unbroken woodland are found only in areas such as this. The 
Range is an area of critical environment for many resident plant 
and animal species and an important stopover for migratory birds 
in spring and fall. 

Mount Holyoke Range is the defining feature of our land-
• and is of key value to the fortunate residents of the Pioneer 
NT---'ley, as well as an important feature of the area's attraction for 

visitors. It has been a constant on our horizon since the last Ice 
Age. It is felt that the Bercume development would seriously and 
adversely affect this constant. 

If you care to register your concerns you can write to local news-
papers, elected officials and to Bob Durand, Secretary, Massachu-
setts Executive Office of Environmental Affairs, 100 Cambridge 
Street 19th Floor, Boston, MA 02202; send a donation of any size 
to the Conservation Trust (at the same address), earmarked for use 
on the Mount Holyoke Range; or join and support Save the 
Mountain, Box 511, Hadley, MA 01035 (telephone 584-3490; 
web page www.savemtholyokerange.com. The next meeting will 
be held on March 6 at 7:15 p.m. at the Food Bank Farm on Bay 
Road (Rt. 47) in Hadley. 



The Marsh Bird Monitoring Project 

A new project in the Deerfield River Watershed that was mounted 
last year, might interest you. The goals of the project are to in-
crease knowledge of the wetland wildlife communities within the 
watershed, and to encourage public participation in natural re-
source management 

Last year, the monitoring season ran from May 1 to July 7. It was 
a good first year, considering that many of the birds are rare and 
are listed species in Massachusetts. Twenty wetlands were sur-
veyed for birds and about the same number for calling amphibi-
ans. Ten volunteers participated in the project They found marsh 

birds (Virginia and Sora Rails, Least Bittern, American Bittern) at 
five sites. Many of the wetlands were on private prop( and 
eighteen landowners gave permission to monitor. The site Were 
located in Greenfield, Deerfield, Shelburne, Conway, Hawley, 
Savoy, Leyden and Ashfield. 

Pat Serrentino is directing the project, which is being conducted 
with the support of the Deerfield River Watershed Association. 
She is looking for people who would be interested in becoming 
one of the volunteers. She can be reached at (413)772-0520 or by 

  pserr(croc.ker.com.

I heard that the cartoonist Herge has a deal with Spaulding to produce basketball hoops under the brand name of Rim Tintin. 

BIRDING WITH HITCHCOCK 

Spring Birding for Beginners: 

The Hitchcock Center is offering a birding class to be taught by 
teacher-naturalist Ted Watt The Center and his many friends are 
very happy to welcome Ted back in the area after a muriber of 
years' absence, and the birding community is going to benefit by 
his teaching skills and birding knowledge. This introductory 
course will acquaint the beginner with the birds of the Connecti-
cut Valley dining the spring migration and will concentrate on 
improving ID skills through field marks, songs and habitat Ted's 
style is relaxed, allowing time to observe individual birds and 
their fascinating behavior and to listen carefully to their vocaliza-
tions. 

Classes will meet on Saturday mornings 7:00 — 10:00 on April 1, 
8, 15, 22 and May 13 and 27 and on Wednesday mornings 7:00 — 

8:30 on April 26 and May 3. Included in the course will be a trip 
to Plum Island (5.00a.m. — 8:00 p.m.) on May 20. 

For fee schedule and to register rail the Center at (413)256-6006 

Iceland — A Fantastic Country: 

Of special interest to us is a slide presentation on Iceland given by 
HBC members Marion Gorham and Al Shane, travelers extraor-
dinaire, They will be showing slides and photos depicting their 
June,'99 adventure when they boxed their tandem bike, packed 
their panniers and flew to Iceland for a month of bicycling, hiking 
and camping. This program is free to Hitchcock members 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Butterflies 

Roger Tory Peterson once said, "Butterflies are very interesting. 
Here these things are little grubs for a while. Then they go into a 
little coffin. There they are in a sarcophagus, and then they come 
out and dance with the angels." 

Would you be interested in learning more about butterflies? 
Would you like to be able to identify them, learn their habits and 
habitats? Maybe it's time to take up a second (or third or fourth) 
hobby. As Tom Gagnon reminded us at the last HBC meeting, 
butterflies are out there when the sun is up. You don't have to set 

the alarm for the middle of the night and you can turn over in bed 
if it is pouring rain. 

The Massachusetts Butterfly Club is sponsoring the 2000 Butterfly 
Institute, seven classroom sessions and seven field trips to help us 
learn to "dance with the angels." Classes will be held at the 
Hitchcock Center in Amherst on Wednesday nights starting May 
3 at 7:00. Field trips begin on May 6. There is a fee. 

Call Tom Gagnon at (413)584-6353 for more information. 
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Birding Class 

This Experienced Birder's Class to be led by Andrew Magee is for 
7; who know that black and white and magnolia refer to war-
or for those who have found warblers or sandpipers on their 

own, all the way to those who wonder if that immature gull really 
could be a Lesser Black-backed. 

There will be five classes meeting every other Saturday and all 
will be field trips. March 25 and April 8 will begin at 7:00 am., 
April 22 and May 6 will begin at 6:00 a.m. and May 20 will begin 

at 5:00 a.m. All classes will take place in the Amherst - North 
ampton area and will run until noon. 

Andrew has a wide-ranging appreciation of birds and birding azu 
brings a decades-long combination of professionalism, intuition 
book knowledge, field experience and enthusiasm to his teaching 
So -- bone up and have fun with a few enthusiastic peers in du 
spring! Any questions or to register call him at (413)369-9920 
There is a modest fee. 

From the HBC Board 

HELP !!! Now that we are a 501(c)(3) orgpuintion we will need 
to set up a new bookkeeping system. Is there anyone out there 
who has ex-perience in this and would be willing to help us? We 
are not looking for someone to take over the job, just someone that 
could advise us as to how to go about it If you could help please 
contact Treasurer Mark Mount at (413)253-5169, or by e-mail at 

msmount@plipath_umass.edu or Dottie Barnes at (413)549-5476 
or by e-mail at ffliarneserhemajmass.edu. 

The Board is in the process of reviewing the by-laws of the OP 

ganimtion and will present changes at the April meeting for 
follow-up vote at the ammal meeting in May. 

Membership Update 

The Membership List as of 12/02/99 was enclosed with the December Newsletter and an addendum was sent last month_ Following are th( 
latest additions and corrections. I remind you to contact Dottie Barnes at (413)549-5476, or by e-mail at dbarnes@chem.umass.edu if yoi. 
know of any changes or errors. If you need a membership list you can pick one up at the meetings of call me (Sally) at (413)549-1098. 

Changes or additions: 
-incy Adams, new WPh (413)774-3111x160 

LAeiga Beatty, add e-mail HEBeatty@aoLcxim 
Joel Benton, new address: 87 Locks Pond Rd., Shutesbury, MA 01072 
Bruce Callahan, new address: 175 Ryan Rd., Florence, MA 01062, HPh (413)584-6351 

New members: 
Margaret Amy and Janice Doppler, 120 Lovefield St., Easthampton, MA 01027, HPh (413)527-1890, e-mail: margaret.amy@bhs.org 
Jeanne M. Bell, 10 Eden Trail, Bemardston MA 01337, HPh (413)648-8978 
Rebecca Frank, 232 North East St., #B16, Amherst MA 01002, 11Ph (413)256-0921, e-mail: re_frank@hotmail.com 

Watch out for the blizzard predicted for March 32! 
Happy Ducking! 

GoA 
Sally Venman, Newsletter Editor 
(413)549-1098 
svenman@extemal.umass.edu 

The New York City Ballet was in debt. At first it tried a joint venture with a brewery to become (drum roll) Balanchine Beer. When that fel4 
ugh it decided to merge with the sIoffi-ey. The combined company had so many dancers that communication became a problem. The new 

;Jun' ballet venture solicited bids on a new communications system. American Telephone and Telegraph and International Telephone am 
'-graph merged and submitted the winning bid, a clear case of 7T & 77' for tutu and tutu. 


