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At the end of June I return to my roots, Grand Rapids, Ivfichigan, to 
attend my 50th (fiftieth!) high school reunion_ Last fall this seemed 
like a great idea. Now I'm quaking in my boots. In order to 
prepare myself for the journey back (aside from putting names to 
yearbook headshots of seventeen-year-olds, adding fifty years and 
trying to lock it into memory) I am memorizing a few facts that I 
can casually drop into the conversation. You know, the sort of 

thing that makes friends say — "My, oh my, Sally has really made 
her life a success — so bright, so interesting, so amusine" (Note 
that I've left our "skinny' and Theautifid."-) Perhaps some of my 
findings will also be of use to you on your summer advenmre_ 
You will find them =Meted throughout this long long last 
Newsletter of the ILBC year_ (My pkry to hold your attention to 
the bitter end) 

PROGRAMS 
All meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. at the Immanuel Lutheran. Church in Amherst 

On Monday, June 12, we are proud to welcome Pete Westover, 
Amherst's Conservation Director and long-lime H13C member, 
who will present a program titled "Special Habitats and Habitat 
Protection in the Connecticut River Valley." He'll give us an 
overview of land protection in the Valley from Warwick and 
Wendell down the valley to Longmeadow. He will give us 
background information and review the progress of various state 
agencies and land trusts protecting habitat, especially as it relates 
to birds and birding but also including information on amphibians, 
wildflowers and other wildlife. He'll talk about how land 
protection works, the role of trails, the people doing the work and 
hi 1 of this relates to us as birders and what we should be doing 

these habitats from disappearing. 

Pete has been the Conservation Director for the town of Amherst 
since 1974. He is a founding board member of the Valley Land 
Fund (three-county land trust) and advisor to the Kestrel Trust 
(nine-town land trust). He has received open space protection 
awards from the Pioneer Valley Planning Commission and the 
Massachusetts Association of Conservation Commissions. In 1998 
he received the first Governor's Award for Open Space Protection. 

He was editor for Birding Western Massachusetts: The Central 
Connecticut River Valley, published by the Kestrel Trust and the 
Hampshire Bird Club in 1996. He is currently working with a 
group putting together a complete birding guide, the new Western 
Massachusetts Birding Guide which will cover the area from east 
of the Quabbin, north to the Vemionl/New Hampshire border, west 
to the New York State line and south to the Connecticut line. This 
guidebook is to be published within the next year. 

And speaking of next year — perhaps a preview of programs being 
planned will leave you eager (well maybe not too eager) for the 
summer to pass and September to begin. Jan Ortiz's leadoff 
program on September 11 is about birding in Veracruz, Mexico 
and is titled "River of Raptors." October 16 brings Brian 
Harrington to the Valley to talk about the Red Knot. On 
N -ober 13 Becky Field's topic will be on suburban wildlife. 

aber 11 is the holiday party with members showing slides. 
1 iary 8 will bring us Geoff LeBaron on Antarctica And on 

February 12 Clay and Pat Sutton will help us improve our sioll.s in 
"How to Spot Owls." Other programs are being planned for 
March 12, April 9, May 14 and June 11 for those who might 
wish to make note on the calendar. 

A BUSINESS MOMENT 

At our May meeting the nominating committee of David Peake-
Jones (Chair), Harvey Allen and Merry Cushing presented a date 
of offices and members at large for the membership's approvaL A 
vote was taken and the following slate was elected: Mary Alice 
Wilson (President), Stacy Adams (Vice President/Program 
Director), Mark Mount (Treasurer), David Peake-Jones 
(Communications Secretary), Joanne Parker (Membership 
Secretary), and Members-at-large: Sue Emerson, David Gross, 
Jim Marcum, Dennis McKenna, Jan Ortiz and Scott Sumer. We 
welcome the new members and wish them well in the year ahead 
If you should have concerns or wish input in Club operations feel 
free to contact one of them_ You are welcome to attend Board 
meetings and can get information by calling Mary Alice Wilson 
(413)548-9078 or e-mail mwilsonCt 12s.phast  umass.echi. 

And — we certainly thank those who are leaving the Boni. Dottie 
Barnes retires as Membership Secretary leaving the complicated 
lists of names and particulars in great shape. Sue Fletcher leaves as 
Communications Secretary having performed her own magic by 
maldng sense out of the complex, not always "in complete 
agreement", discussions as the Board went through the steps 
pursuing 501(cX3) status and updating the By-laws. Dottie was 
also a very important resource in dealing with these processes. 
And — a very special thanks to Shirley Hilbom who served on the 
Board as Vice President/Program Director for two years, President 
for two and Member at Large for two. I believe all three have 
earned more birding time! Jim Marcum is NOT leaving the Board, 
just stepping down as President, an office he filled (for the second 
time) for two years during a complex period. 

Also at the May meeting the proposed changes to the by-laws were 
voted on and approved unanimously I have enclosed a copy of the 
revised by-laws with this letter. 
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To Inoculattee is to take coffee intravenously when you. are running late. 

FIELD TRIPS 

The HBC offers field trips to spots easily reached and explored in one day No costs other than travel, meals and incidental fees are ved 
Please call the trip leader to register so that plans can be made for the size of the group and you can be notified i f a change is necessary We 
carpool whenever possible and share driving expenses. Transportation costs are calculated on the basis of 30 cents per mile per car plut 
tolls and parking fees. It is expected that all persons in the car, inchang the driver, share costs equally. Shawn Smolen-Morton, Field Tril 
Chair, can be reached at (413)665-5196 or by email at bachman@complitamiass.edu should you have questions or suggestions. 

Trip Reports 

On a good weather Wednesday, May 17, eleven birders led by 
Harvey Allen counted forty species of birds in the area leading off 
from the parking area across from Atkins Farm. 'The group did not 
need to move far to see ten warbler species with especially good 
looks at Blue-winged, Chestnut-sided, Wilson's, Black and White, 
and Canada. All enjoyed the opportunity to spend a lot of time 
studying the birds and the habitat. Long looks at a Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak were especially gratifying. 

On Saturday, May 20 Shawn Smolen-Morton and three other 
birders explored Arcadia tallying sixty-nine species (including 
twelve warbler species) in a thankfully cool morning (fewer 
mosquitoes). Among the total, Horse Shoe Loop Trail gave them 
eight Empidomax Flycatchers (no sound at all), one Eastern Wood 
Peewee, four Great-crested Flycatchers, two Eastern Kingbirds, 
one Fastem Phoebe, one Yellow-bellied FlyrArber, one singing 
Tennessee Warbler, fifteen Yellow-lumped Warblers and 
seventeen American Restarts. After the 'official' trip the Yellow-
bellied was apin observed with vocalization — frequent "par-wee" 
inflected like a question. At Old Springfield Road on the bridge 
they found one Blackpoll Warbler, one Canada Warbler and two 
Blue-gray Gnatcatchers, on the nest, defending it from a Gray 
Catbird. At Ned's Ditch, where the old trolley line crosses, one 

Mourning Warbler was seen three-quarters down the path atop the 
old trolley line. 

Monbegan Island: Leaders Stacy Adams and Andrew McGet 
secretly believed that the old-timer's "warblers on the beach'.
claim was just a myth, a fable created by highly imaginative HBC 
veterans. No longer so — this trip pat back the truth in trig 
advertising. Nineteen participants saw a total of 124.5 species (-
male `Blallard' — part Black, part Mallard — accounts for the .5) is 
fine weather on an extremely relaxed and happy trip. The qualit3 
and quantity of birds were way up. Twenty warbler species were 
seen including a beautiful Yellow-throated, a breeding plumage 
male Dickcissle, three or four Mourning Warblers, and, yes, the 
Blackbumian.s on the beach — two females and one male thai 
allowed people to get very close! I suspect that many photos will 
be circulating at our next meeting. There were excellent looks ai 
Flycatchers, an immature male Summer Tanager sporting a brighi 
red head, an adult Red-headed Woodpecker and Black "lec 
Cuckoos. A good Atlantic Puffin trip also produced lots r plc 
Sandpipers, Dunlins, Common, Arctic and Roseate Tern -and z 
probable Cory's Shearwater. Care to sign up for next year's trig 
now? 

Did you know that Reintarnation means to came back to Cife as a hillbilly? 

June Trips 

On Saturday, June 3 Al Richards (413)665-2761 and Bob Bieda 
(413)527-2623 are off to the Poor man's Monhegan: Plum Island 
and vacinity. Ninety-four species counted last year! 

On Saturday, June 10 Stacy Adams (413)367.:0177) will lead an 
all-day exploration for local specialties on Mount Greylock. 

Wednesday, June 14 is Harvey Allen's monthly Morning Sweep 
of the Connecticut River Valley. (413)253-7963. 

On Saturday, June 17 (Note the change of date) Bob Bieda will 
lead his annual Grassland Birds at Westover. The number of 
people who can make up a group is timited so call Bob al 
(413)527-2623. 

Remember to use the Voice ofAudubon during the summer to learn what birds are being seen across the state or to make a report. A toll-frec 
number will put you in touch with the statewide system at Lincoln that covers four separate Rare Bird Alert areas in Massachusetts. Call 1. 
888-224-6444 and follow directions. 

Did you. know that the bird with the fewest feathers is the Ruby-throated Hummingbird — only nine hundred and forty? Count 
them if you doubt me. On the other hand, the Tundra Swan has the greatest number — twenty-five thousand, two flan& ,u1 
sixteen! (Anyone have a Hummingbird and/or a Tundra Swan feather they could lend me for a visual the last week in 
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LIBRARY 
The HBC Library, created and maintained by Anne Cann, is located in the main room on the first floor of the Hitchcock Center for the 
Environment, 525 South Pleasant Street in Amherst (413)526-6006. Summer hours are 8:00 am. to 2:00 p.m. .Adonday through Friday and 

1.m. to 1:00 p.m. on Saturday. 

g the summer hours (above) you can borrow from our 
collection of field guides to birds in the U.S., Canada and selected 
locations in other parts of the globe, books on general birding 
topics, and books dealing with literary or scientific aspects of 
birds. You may also borrow videos, audiotapes, periodicals and 
birding journals. This is a varied and unusually rich collection_ If 
you have not checked it recently, you'll be pleasantly surprised. 
For those who have access to the Internet, there is a listing of titles 
on the HBC WebPages. There is also a list you can carmine at 

meetings. If you wish to purchase birding equipment or a bird 
guide that the library does not have, borrow the ABA sales catalog. 

Anne is happy to answer any questions or take suggestions of 
books you feel might be good additions to the collections. You 
can reach her at (413) 253-7753 or e-mail at cann(auhs.umass.edu.

I understand that a new species of Swallow was seen and studied this past spring at the Borrard Locks in Seattle, Waskingtort. 
The chief characteristic is that the bird collects moss front aroma the base of the Cock wails and gates, then builds its nest 
mainly out of this material. It has tentatively been named the Lock Moss-nester. 

CONSERVATION 

The Amherst Breeding Bird Census will go into its eleventh year 
of gathering data in June. Because people go on vacation and 
move away there may be a few circuits not covered this year. Pete 
Westover and David Ziomek are looking for people who are 
qualified and interested. Almost 95% of the data are gathered by 
ear so it is necessary that the person have a good knowledge of 
local bird song. If you are interested in learning more, please call 
P U 3)256-4045 or Dave (413)863-3221. 

The HBC has adopted one of the nails, the Lake Trail, at the 
Fitzgerald Lake Conservation Area in Northampton_ Twice a 
year several hours are spent doing trail maintenance June 24 
and/or June 25 are the dates this year. If you are able to help ple-ARe
call Anne Lombard (413)586-7509 or e-mail her at 
annelombard@mediaone.net 

MISCELLANEOUS 

The BOB and HARVEY DUO (or is it duel?) Two of our 
most active and respected long-time members are long-time 
friends, Bob Bieda and Harvey Allen. They were recently featured 
on the Monday morning WFCR program, Field Notes, hosted by 
Laurie Sanders. These formidable birders are looking for birds in 
an additional way now. A little background: 

Bob is newly retired and when he knew that retirement was truly 
going to happen he promised himself a year dedicated to birding 
and vowed that he would see as many species of birds in 
Massachusetts as he possibly could. This meant regular trips on a 
daily and weekly basis to old stomping grounds, more frequent 
trips to the coastal areas and being on the ready at a moment's 
notice to go after the unusual, the rare and the exceptional spotted 
within the State's borders. 

I'm not sure when Harvey signed on. These friends have been 
swapping big bird stories for years and have enjoyed each other's 
company on many quests, so to see them birding together is not 
unusual. According to Bob, if you work really hard you can see 
250 to 275 species in Massachusetts during one year. It is possible 
to 300 but you would have to be very lucky as well as work 

iard. Being in Western Massachusetts is a disadvantage and 
to the difficulty because most of the really good birds are 

found on the Coast. So — this Undauntable Duo just keep going to 

the Coast Since the beginning of the year they have logged more 
than 5,000 miles. 

So where do they stand right now? In spite of lost birds as in "you 
should have been here five minutes ago" and "there it is, just going 
over that hill oops" the tally stands at Bob — 261 and Harvey — 
246! I'll keep you posted as the days pass swiftly by. 

Good Luck Bob and Harvey on your serious search from all your 
birding buddies! 

HELP!!! The BBC Board is looking for someone who might be 
interested in becoming the publicity chair. Nancy Buchanan has 
filled this spot for several years now and would like to retire. She 
has done a fabulous job and has organized the work so that it is 
well defined. The publicity person keeps in contact with the 
program coordinator, writes a publicity release from materials (and 
pictures) provided by the speaker and sends it to the news media 
and to Merry Cushing for inclusion on the HBC web-site. 
Basically, what is needed is a person who is well organized and is 
able to meet deadlines. If you would be interested in becoming 
more involved in the workings of the HBC you might want to talk 
to her to get a first hand report on what is involved. You can reach 
her at (413)773-8523 or by e-mail buchanan@gcc.mass.edu. 
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Thank Yous: In the last two issues of the Newsletter, the Board 
issued an SOS in search for someone who could advise us in 
setting up a new bookkeeping system now that we are a 501(c)(3) 
organization. Long-time member Judy Smith has come to the 
rescue. Many, Many thanks, Judy. 

Refreshment Head Sue Emerson sends a very special thank you to 
all the kind commissary providers out there for helping to make the 
food table an outstanding part of the evening festivities. Birders 
require more than slides and bird talk to keep them quiet and happy 
and this year's collection of homemade brownies and cookies and 
other goodies was especially good! Thank you very much! 

We thank Birds Eye View in the Village Commons in South 
Hadley and Backyard Birds at 17 Strong Avenue in Northampton 
for offering a 10% discount to all HBC members for all purchases. 

And that almost does it for another HBC year. You'll hear front 
me next in August when I come after your money. (I'W, 
membership year runs from September 1— August 31.) I mention 
this now so that you'll have the summer to think about whot, is 
really important in your life and start putting aside large al--- s 
of HBC support money. As I mentioned in the April NeiipOrer, 
date to ever-increasing costs and with the knowledge that the price 
of stamps is going up again, it is going to be necessary to raise the 
price of membership. The last time this happened was three years 
ago and the basic membership is going up to only $15.00 a year. 
That's for ten first class programs, ten Newsletters and many more 
than Ira free (except sharing mileage costs) field trips and 
oppornmilies to leant and experience the great outdoors. We're not 
talkingbig becks hue, folks, so you don't have to consider putting 
another mortgage on the house. Remember also that your 
membership is now tax deductible! 

The Membership List as of 12/02/99 was enclosed with the December Newsletter with additions and corrections sent as new information is 
received. I remind you to contact the new Membership Secretary, Joanne Parker or me, Sally Vemnan if you know of any changes or errors. 
She can be reached at 549-7446 or by e-mail at parkrjm@yahoo.com If you need membership lists plus additions call me at 549-1098 or use 
my e-mail svenman@ex-ternaLumass.edu. 

Changes and Additions: 

Ruth Bowman will have a new e-mail address soon. To reach her in the interim use manes@matkumassedu and cite "For Ruth" as the 
subject. 
Laura Davenport: add e-mail twobirds@javanetcom 
Joanne Parker: add e-mail parkrjm@y-ahoo.com 
Ronnie Williams: new address -7 Mieczkowski Circle, South Deerfield MA 01373-9627 

New members: 

North Cairn, 5 Bridgeman Lane, South Hadley MA 01075, (413)533-3845, 
mcairn@mtholyoke.edu 
Kent W. Faerber: 11 McIntosh Dr., Amherst MA 01002 
Rebecca Field: 369 Strong St., Amherst MA 01002, HPh (413)253-0539, 'WPh 
(413)545-4888, field@forwild.umass.edu 
Blake Geryk: 12 Plantation Rd., Hatfield, MA 01038, (413)247-3380, bgeryk@rcn.com 
Janet Heller: 20 Kettle Pond Road, Amherst MA 01002, (413)256-6743 
Meghan Lout: 24 River Terrace, Holyoke MA 01040 
Dorothy Rosenthal, 235 Maple Ridge Road, Florence MA 01062, (413)586-9876, drosenthal@mailandnews.com 
Julie Rypysc and Chris Yerieg: 133 Shutesbury Rd., Pelham MA 01002, HPh 253-7339 (Julie), 259-1605 (Chris), WPh 256-6726 (Julie) 
Janice Zepko: 46 Pilgrim Rd., W. Springfield MA 01089, HPh (413)733-3978 

We aff are familiar with the terms a gaggle of geese or a bevy of quail I'm going to try to sprinkle a few others into my 
casual reunion conversations: a siege of bitterns (drama), a congregation of plovers (New DuiCand history), an. exaltation of 
larks (poetry), and a bazaar of guillemots (bizarre); I sincerely hope that I live through the fifty-year-old experiences and return 
to y hello again in August. 

w4rtrsal2
S c/ILCIA 

Sally Venman, Newsletter Editor 
413-549-1098 
svenman@external.umass.edu 

Thotu3kt for June: There is truth. of the wise ofd saying "A Pun is its own Reword" 
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