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"Honey, I'm home for the winter!" I 
called to husband, Bill. (I've just re-
turned from Shirley Hilborn's winter 
field trip and it's 5°.) "Winter finches 
can jolly well exist without me! Throw 
another log on the fire! Pass the hot 
chocolate! I'm not budging from this 
house 'di spring arrives! Oh, by the 
way, the February Newsletter is due." 

"Oh, Oh," he mumbles. 

But — before getting down to business, I 
have a couple New Millenium thoughts 
to pass on. With passage of time I find I 

am experiencing some memory chal-
lenges, the most frustrating of which is 
putting names to people I have known 
for ages. I can call to memory my 
friend's longings, deepest secrets, and 
the SAT scores of all her children, but 
her name just won't pop out. Perhaps I 
could take a lesson from the recent com-
pany mergers such as the Exxon/Mobil 
and the AOL/Netscape deals. I think 
that the resulting name may be of help in 
recalling the individual merging units. 
Take for example the most recent merger 
of Times Warner and EMI. This could 
become "'tis War Emy", thus, tricking 

the mind into remembering all the parts. 
Carrying this method one step further, 
suppose Honeywell, Imasco, and Home 
Oil merge. The resulting name could be 
"Honey, I'm Home." (Note opening 
sentence.) Or if Polygram Records, 
Warner Brothers and Keebler Cracker 
should merge would it become "Polly-
Warner-Cracker?" I haven't success-
fully applied the method to people's 
names as yet, but that's just a breath 
away. However, the HBC 
NEWSLETTER deadline is NOW! 

So — let's get informed. 

PROGRAMS 
All meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. at the Immanuel Lutheran Church in Amherst. 

On Monday, February 14, the Hampshire Bird Club's Valentine's 
Day gift to birders is the husband-and-wife team of Clay and 
Patricia Sutton. This "great couple" (according to Jan Ortiz who 
has traveled with them) has over forty years of experience as pro-
fessional naturalists and authors between them. In their presenta-
tion, How to Spot Hawks and Eagles, they will share with us their 
love of these birds and offer practical advice for finding and 
studying them. 

They live near Cape May, New Jersey, a world-renowned migra-
tory crossroads famous for its hawk migration. Through them we 
will experience the excitement of the fall migration at Cape May 
and of migrations at many other hotspots they have visited. We 
will also learn about lesser-known hotspots nearby and how to 
find raptors throughout the year. 

How to Spot Hawks and .Eagles is a slide program based on their 
recent book of the same name. It will cover raptor basics, where 
to find hawks and eagles both near and far, and when to go. 
We'll hear about their fascination and experience their excitement 
when searching for, studying and enjoying our spectacular birds of 
prey. 

The Suttons have published extensively and will be happy to do a 
book signing before (starting at 7:00 p.m.) and after their presen-
tation. Bring your own copies or you can purchase How to Spot 
Hawks and Eagles and How to Spot an OW at the meeting. Pat's 
specialty is butterflies and they have co-authored the newest title 
in the "How to" series, How to Spot Butterflies which will also be 
available for purchase at the meeting. So come early, bring your 
Sutton books, purchase new ones, have them signed and 

Enjoy this special event! 

Programs to Come: 

March 13: Susan Smith — Traveling and Birding Papua New 
Guinea. 
April 10: Bill Barber — Birding the Adirondacks: A Boreal Bo-
nanza. 
May 8: Mark Lynch and Sheila Carroll — Worcester: Birding an 
Urban Environment. 
June 12: Pete Westover — Special Habitats and Open Space in 
Amherst and Surrounding Towns. 
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FIELD TRIPS 

The HBC offers field trips to spots easily reached and explored in one day. No costs other than travel, meals and incidental fees ar, 
volved Please call the trip leader to register so that plans can be made for the size of the group and you can be notified if a change is nec 
essay. We carpool whenever possible and share driving expenses. Transportation costs are calculated on the basis of 20 cents per mile 
per car plus tolls and parking fees. It is expected that all persons in the car, including the driver, share costs equally. Shawn Smolen. 
Morton, Field Trip Chair, can be reached at (413)665-5196 or by email at bachman@complitumass.edu should you have questions or sug 
gestions. 

Northampton Christmas Bird'Count Report 

Jan Ortiz and Mary Alice Wilson thank all who participated in the 
1999 Northampton CBC and thought you might be interested in a 
quick rundown of the results. 20 owlers began their work at mid-
night. During the day, there were 71 participants in the field and 
another 11 counting at the feeders. There were 91 species re-
corded (for a total of 46,476 individual birds). The most com-
monly reported birds were the American Crow (3,714), Black-
capped Chickadee (1,783), Dark-eyed Junco (1,394), American 
Goldfinch (756), and Tufted Titmouse (476). There were record 
numbers of Canada Goose (7,977), American Robin (2,727), 
Northern Cardinal (509), Eastern Bluebird (264), Northern 
Mockingbird (238), Red-tailed Hawk (105), Red-bellied Wood-
pecker (48), Cooper's Hawk (16), and American Wigeon (10). 
The owl counts included Eastern Screech (50), Great Homed (30), 
Barred (6), Short-eared (1), and Northern Saw-whet (1). The 
most surprising bird was a female Spotted Towhee which, at last 
report, was still skulking in the fields of North Hadley. 

If you would like more information, you can go the CBC website, 
www.BirdSource.com/cbc and follow the prompts where you can 
look up our count (MANO — for Massachusetts, Northampton) 
since 1934. If you prefer a print version, check out one of the two 
copies of the 1934-1999 Northampton CBC from the HBC library 
at the Hitchcock Center. 

Trip Reports 

On Saturday, January 8, Bob Bieda led a group of five to the 
North Shore: Cape Ann to Plum Island. Forty-two species were 
counted. Highlights included a male Eared Grebe, and male King 
Eider, a Barrows Golden-eye and ninety Harlequin Ducks. 

On Saturday, January 22, Shirley Hilbom and seven hardy souls 
searched for winter finches on what had to be the coldest day re-
corded so far. The skies were clear and fortunately the serious 
wind held off until afternoon (the prediction was for wind chill 
reaching -35°.) The group began in Hadley where the Spotted 
Towee was seen enjoying seed provided by birders. Many other 
species, including a Redwing Blackbird, were also feasting on the 
spread. From Hadley the group slowly made its way to Petersham 
where the generous Jim Baird (last month's speaker) and his wife 

Carol invited us into the warmth of their home. Pine Siskins am 
Redpolls and a Red-breasted Nuthatch were observed at the feed 
ers by the grateful tea-sipping birders. The frigid day's tally was 
twenty-four species of birds and great looks at a porcupine lunch: 
ing on tender young tree bark at the side of the road. 

On Saturday, January 29, Mary Alice Wilson initiated the first ir 
a new series of monthly trips entitled Leisurely and Local Satur. 
day Morning Birding. The group of seven began the 2° sunnj 
morning at the Hitchcock Center where ,large flocks of Robins and 
Cedar Waxwings, a pair two Orange-crowned Kinglets, and a pail 
of Carolina Wrens searching the leafy nests in the tree by the for. 
mal garden were the highlights. At the Campus Pond the grout 
watched Pintail Ducks and Black Ducks among the Mallards and 
Tundra Swans. And in the Honeypot section of Hadh IS 
across the road from the model airplane field a flock of Corizra4or 
Redpolls was being harassed by a male Harrier who, in turn 
being harassed by a Peregrine. A total of 21 species were tallied 
Not bad pickings for a cold Saturday morning. 

Coming Up 

Please refer to the blue Field Trip list sent to you with the De-
cember Newsletter or call the leader for additional information or 
to register. 

On Saturday, February 12, Al Richards will lead a full-day trip 
to the Plymouth and Falmouth area of the Massachusetts South 
Shore. (Seventy species were tallied on this trip last year.) Bring 
warm clothing, lunch and snacks. Leave from the Hitchcock 
Center at 5:30 a.m. Call Al at (413)665-2761. 

On Wednesday, Fcbruary 16, the Morning Sweep of the Con-
necticut River Valley led by Harvey Allen will be searching for 
early migrants. Call Harvey (413)253-7963. 

On Saturday, February 26, the second of the Leisurely and Lo-
cal Saturday Morning Birding series will be led by Shawn 
SmolenMorton (413)6258688. Mcct at the Hitchcock Center at 
8:00 a.m. and expect to bird until 11:00 a.m. 



Monhegan Island 

is is your first notice of the annual Monhegan Island Memorial 
L./ay Weekend trip, the hallmark of HBC Field Trips since the 
Club's beginnings. The trip, led by Stacy Adams, runs from Fri-
day, May 26 to Monday, May 29. 

The group leaves from New Harbor, Maine (a new spot for us, 
closer than Port Clyde) on Friday and spends all day Saturday and 
Sunday on the Island. We enjoy the migrating birds, the spring 
wild flowers, hiking, eating, laughing and having a wonderful 
"escape," returning to the mainland on Monday, May 31. 

The cost is approximately $250.00 per person (includes transpor-
tation from New Harbor, breakfasts and dinners) plus shared 
mileage cost if you carpool to New Harbor, plus tips, lunches, 
snacks and an optional lobster dinner on the Island. A $50.00 
deposit is needed to save a spot. A second leader will be added if 
many sign up. Call Stacy NOW (or as soon as possible) at 
(413)367-0177 or e-mail her at lovett@studentumass.edu for 
more information or to sign up. She'll need to make reservations 
soon. 

Would a .314, 1.C. Penny end the Caaadian Opera Company merger become :7 Paw Goodeo.Pn 
(or) 

If 31 and Goodyear merge would it be called AMMICood? 

CARE and FEEDING of YOUNG BIRDERS 

In keeping with our interest in the wonders of the natural world, 
our own particular focus on birds and our desire to pass this pas-
sion on to the next generation, we would like to introduce a new 
section to the Newsletter that celebrates what is already being 

me. The "good" news is that there are wonderful things going 
out there. The challenge is that you, enlightened readers, are 

_ Ang to have to let us know what and where they are. 

One of the obvious places to begin this time of year is in the class-
room where students are actively participating in feeder watch 
programs. For example, here is one of two we already know about. 

Patricia Redfem's fourth grade class at the Donahue School in 
Holyoke is participating in Cornell's Classroom FeederWatch. 
Every two weeks they identify and count birds at the feeder at 
school, enter the data into the computer, send it over the Internet 
to Cornell and participate in a variety of data analysis and report-
ing activities. Sound simple? Pat's classroom looks out on the 
playing area, not an ideal place for bird feeders. The class de-
cided that the other side of the school, where there are trees and 
shrubs would be a better feeder site (the Donahue School is very 
near the Holyoke Mall.) Pat's husband built a sturdy metal-pipe 
rack with wheels that can be rolled into the school at the end of 
the day and rolled out again in the morning. Three seed feeders 
and a suet feeder hang from the rack 

Teams of four children with the four pairs of classroom binoculars 
and an adult supervisor leave the classroom and go to the win-
dows near the feeder to make the count. 

Pat is very pleased with the student's increased awareness of the 
birds around them — they report birds they see on the weekend and 
coining to school, bird programs on TV, and read books about 
birds. As part of the project each year, the students produced a 
newspaper with researched articles, poetry, stories and drawings. 

For more information about this program, contact Pat at the 
Donahue School, Whiting Farms Road, Holyoke, 01040. For 
more information about the Cornell Project, contact Cornell di-
rectly (607)254-2403 or www.birds.comell.edu or Cornell's stu-
dent newsletter, Classroom Birdscope. 

Next month we will tell you about a bird identification and be-
havior program in Rowe, Massachusetts that involves grades 4 — 6 
as part of the science curriculum. Help us to celebrate other pro-
grams and activities for young people. If you know of any, please 
contact Mary Alice at (413)548-9078 or Sally Venman at 
(413)549-1098. 

John Deere and Abitibi -Price merge and become Deere abi! 
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LIBRARY 

The HBC Library, created and maintained by Anne Cann, is lo-
cated in the main room on the first floor of the Hitchcock Center 
on South Pleasant Street in Amherst. Hours are 11:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday and 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. on 
Saturday but it's best to call first if you are making a special trip 
as the schedule sometimes changes. For those who have access to 
the Internet, there is a listing of titles on the HBC webpage. 
There is also a list you can examine at meetings. 

Anne reminds us that this is a good time of the year to plan your 
spring and summer birding trips. There are guides to local and 

distant birding hot spots and suggestions for B&Bs and re 
rants. If you want to read more about attracting birds to yout 
feeder, or specific bird species such as rails, owls or chickadee! 
the books are there for your winter reading. If you want to lean 
about the history of the Northampton Christmas Count check oul 
one of the two copies of the 1934-1999 Northampton CBC. 

Anne is happy to pick books up for you from the Center and bring 
them to the meeting if you call her at (413) 253-7753 or e-mail al 
cann@uhs.amass.edu by the Friday prior to the Monday meeting. 

If Zippo Manufacturing, Audi Motors Dofesco, and Dakota Mining get together 
it would become Zip Audi Do De! 

CONSERVATION 

Join with National Audubon Society and Cornell Lab of Ornithol-
ogy for the 2nd Annual Great Backyard Bird Count. On Febru-
ary 18-21, 2000, birders from Nome to Key West will be count-
ing birds and entering their sightings online. In last year's first-
of-its-kind survey some 14,000 citizen scientists across North 
America reported more than bnif a million birds they had seen at 

their feeders and other local areas. Please join in this historic en 
deavor. Your observations will contribute to another year of in-
formation, which will become a vital tool for determinr the 
status of North American birds in the century ahead. Part_Atte 
by visiting htto://birdsource.org/gbbc or older web browser 
http: www.birdsource.org 

Let's see now - Fairchild Electronics and Noneywell Computers - of course - 
Feirwell, Nonepchild 

MISCELLANEOUS 

It is with sadness that I report the death of Dee Allen, wife of 
Harvey and mother of Craig, both avid birders, members of the 
club since its inception and friends to all who know them. Our 
sincere condolences go out to them and to their famines. 

Rare Bird Alert: Jim Marcum wishes to remind you that if you 
wish to be added to (or removed from) the e-mail listing notifying 
and giving directions to rare birds in the area all you need to do is 
ask him. For the first time, an electronic list (HBCRBA) is being 
utilized and is operating very well. We are still using the tele-
phone tree for those who wish to be notified in that manner but 

that will not be revised until next fall. Jim can be notified by e-
mail marcums@far.umass.edu or by phone at (413)549-1613. 

Birds Eye View in the Village Commons in South Hadley and 
Backyard Birds at 17 Strong Avenue in Northampton, two local 
shops specializing in all sorts of goodies to interest birders, are 
offering a 10% discount to all HBC members for all purchases. 
You can find equipment from feeders and seed to binoculars and 
scopes plus books and tapes and videos and many, many gift 
items. Check them out! 
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Should Federal Express and UPS merge would we be FED OP? 

Membership List as of 12/02/99 was enclosed with the De-
.nber Newsletter. Anyone who has ever compiled a similar list 

knows the checking and the rechecking it entails. I know that 
Dottie Barnes (Communications Secretary) spent hours upon 
hours on that task. She asks you to look at your own information 

to make sure it is accurate. If by chance there is an error and it is 
not reported below, please let one of us in on it so we can correct 
it on the master list and in the next Newsletter. If you need a 
membership list you can pick one up at the meetings or call me 
(Sally) at (413)549-1098. 

Corrections: 
Helga Beatty, address- should read 9 Baldwin Lane 
Chris Ellison, HPh should read (413)477-8326 
Mark Fairbrother, e-mail should read mfairbro@k12s.oit.umass.edu 

Additions: 
Paul and Tracey Champlin, 6C Thayer St., South Deerfield MA 01373-1137 HPh (413)665-5574, 

e-mail - capito@hotmail.com 
Mary Hurley, 4 Warren Ave., Easthampton MA 01027, HPh (413)527-6430, WPh. (413)781-6045 
Ezekiel S. Jakub, 43 Wildwood Ave., Greenfield MA 01301, HPh (413)733-7906, e-mail - zmducks@juno.com 
Seth Kellogg, 377 Loomis St., Southwick, MA 01077-9715, HPh (413)569-3335 
Mary McDermott, 412 Long Plain Rd., Leverett MA 01054, HPh (413)548-9332, WPh (413)774-3111x301, 

e-mail - MaryMcDermott@webtv.net 
Rick McNeil, 101 Briggs St., Easthampton MA 01027, HPh (413)529-9197, WPh (413)586-3300 
Ruth Perlow, 57 Lilly St., Florence MA 01062 HPh (413)584-1561 
Timothy Young, 8 Setback Lane, Gill MA 01376, HPh (413)863-4706, WPh. (413)774-7061 

Youngen, 46 Clapp St., Eastampton MA 01027. 
HPh. (413)527-6870 

Robert Zimmerman, 549 North Farms Rd., Northampton MA 
01062, HPh (413)585-0405, WPh (413)5450936, 
e-mail - zimmennann®biochem.umass.edu 

Naott's Berry Farm and National Organization of Women will merge and become 
Knot NOW! 

HAVE A GREAT FEBRUARY 

Sally Venman, Newsletter Editor 
(413)549-1098 
venman@extemal.iimnss.edu 

Suppose Nate Business systems, Mary Nay Cosmetics, Faller Brush, and WE Grace Company merge 
The resulting name? 

tale Mary Faller Grace 
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