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December, 2000 

Dear Friends - because of the important enclosures and the need to keep the mailing to thirty-three cents, the news this month is 
Short and Sweet, Sparse and Pure, Lean and Mean, and "Just the facts, ma'm, just the facts." (For you Joe Friday fans.) 

MONTHLY MEETING 
All meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. at the Immanuel Lutheran Church in Amherst 

Should bad weather force cancellation, it will be announced on WHMP-AM 1400 

Members Night! Monday, Decem-
ber 11! 

• It's time again for the annual 
holiday meeting when members show 
their own natural history slides (no more 
than ten slides per person, please), we 
get started on holiday eating (bring a 
snack or dessert to share) and the local 
Christmas Bird Count is plotted and 
planned. Non-members are welcome as 
always to enjoy the festivities but we ask 
that the show-and-tell slideshow extrava-
ganza be members only. 

The CBC is a census of birdlife 
.cen annually at the end of the year 

across the continent It was started in 
1899 as an alternative to the traditional 
Christmas "side hunt," a time when hunt-
ers would go out after Christmas dinner, 
choose sides and compete to see which 
group could shoot the greatest number of 
birds. In protest to this tradition, orni-
thologist Frank Chapman, editor of Bird-
Lore magazine, suggested an alternative: a 
census of birds held on Christmas day. 
The first group of counters numbered 27. 
Today there is over 50,000. Volunteers 
count not only the different species of 
birds but also the actual number of indi-

viduals dining a twenty-four hour period. 
Data fed into the computer show densities 
of wintering bird populations and help to 
point out cyclical movements and evi-
dence of changes in populations. 

BUT - important as the data 
gathering is - most of us repeat this frosty 
tradition year after year because it is just 
plain fins! You don't have to be an ex-
pert birder. You 'don't have to count all 
day. If you are a beginner, you can be put 
with an experienced birder. Or, you can 
participate by simply counting birds at 
your feeders in the warmth of your own 
home. 

Jan Ortiz and Mazy Alice Wil-
son organize our local Northampton 
Christmas Count, covering an area on 
both sides of the river. It takes place on 
Sunday, December 17. A $5.00 fee to 
cover cost of publishing the results is 
required from all field observers ages 
nineteen and over. The fee does not apply 
to feeder watchers unless they wish to be 
listed with participants in the special CBC 
issue of Field Notes. If you are interested 
in participating in this local count either 
in the field or at your feeder and can't 
attend the meeting, please call Jan (413-
549-1768) or Mary Alice at (413-548-

9078) for information and assignment For 
other area CBCs look under FIELD 
TRIPS. 

There will be a compilation 
potluck dinner party for g_11_ participants 
after the Count at the Hitchcock Center. 
Nancy Steeper (413-665-2884) is organ-
izing it and would appreciate a call so that 
she can plan on numbers and food. She is 
looking for casseroles, crock-pot goodies 
and the like. Picking up a pi77a, an At-
kins pie or a bag of Oreos works just fine 
as well. The potluck begins at 4:30 as 
counters come in. Compilation will begin 
as close to 6:00 as possible. Questions? 
Call Jan or Mary Alice or Nancy (they 
know everything!) 

Programs To Come - January 8: Geoff 
LeBaron (Antarctica); February 12: Pat 
Sutton (How to Spot an Owl); March 12: 
David Spector (How to Spot an Orni-
thologist); April 9: Irene Pepperberg 
(Parrots); May 14: Al and Lois 
Richardson (Birding in Lapland); and 
June 11: Peter Yaukey (Birding Louisi-
ana). 

FIELD TRIPS 
Please call the trip leader to register so that plans can be made for the size of the group and you can be notified i f a change is nec-
essary. We recommend that participants carpool whenever possible and that all persons in the car (driver included) share costs 
equally on the basis 0f30 cents per mile plus tolls and parking fees 

Trip Reports: On 11/11 4 birders, led by 
Shirley Hilbom went to Quabbin. At 
Turek's Mush 6 Hooded Mergansers (the 
males were doing their courtship thing), 3 
Wood Ducks and a Kingfisher were seen. 

Gate 52 3 Red-throated Loons and 3 
‘`----' /Jnimon Loons were tallied. The only 

other bird of note was a Long-tailed Duck 
(Oldsquaw) minus a tail. On 11/15 Har-

vey Allen's mid-week trip to Quabbin 
drew 11 participants and 20 bird species 
in nice weather. The group had good 
looks at Horned Grebe, Common Mergan-
sers, a big flock of Common Goldeneye, 
Common Loons, 2 Ravens and of course 
Bald Fagles. On 11/18 Tom Gagnon led 
19 birders into the East Side of Quabbin. 
Among birds seen were 55-five Hooded 

Mergansers, 48 Common Goldeneye, 16 
Common Loons, 1 Greater Yellowlegs, 10 
Bald Pagles, 1 Winter Wren, 6 Fox Spar-
rows and 150 American Robins. In addi-
tion, 5 Porcupines (a family of 3- Mom, 
Dad and small offspring in one tree) and 6 
Otters were spotted. On 11/ 24, Al Ri-
chards and Bob Bieda led the Annual All-
Day Turkey Trot to exploring Cape Ann 



and the North Shore. In spite of very cold 
N/NW winds the group of 14 saw 50 spe-
cies. Among the more interesting ones 
were Eared Grebe, lots of Harlequin 
Ducks, all the Scoters, both Cormorants, 
lots of Gannets, a Snow Goose, a fly-over 
of an American Woodcock, Purple Sand-
pipers and Black-legged Kittiwake. 

Coming Up: On 12/9 Zeke Jakub leads 
Leisurely and Local Saturday Morning 
Birding, exploring locations in the 
Deerfield and Greenfield areas. Call 
Zeke (413-773-7906) or (413-773-5949) 
for details. On 12/13: Harvey Allen 
leads the Morning Sweep of the Connecti-
cut River Valley. Call Harvey (413-253-

7963) for more information about this 
half-day trip. Christmas Bird Counts: 
12/16 (Springfield — Bruce Kindseth 
(860) 745-9593), 12/17 (Northampton — 
Jan Ortiz (413-549-1768, and Mary Alice 
Wilson (413-548-9078), and 12/30 
(Quabbin — Scott Surner 413-253-7486 
and Jim Lafley 413-323-5892). 

Enclosed with this letter is the Field Trip 
List covering 2081 trips, January 
through August In additicm to the old 
favorites, the Field Trip Committee has 
come up with some exciting new trips. 
Shawn Smolen-Morton, Field Trip 
Chair, is always happy to hear your sug-
gestions of places you would bite the Club 

to visit or to talk to you if you would be 
interested in being considered as a trip 
leader. He can be reached at (413) 863-
4569 or by email 
baclunan@complitumass.edu 

January Trips (Please refer to the en-
closed Field Trip List for descriptions 
and more information.): 1/6 (All Day): 
North Shore: Cape Ann to Plum Island 
with leader Bob Bieda. (413-527-2623). 
1/10 (Half Day): Feast or famine winter 
birdkg in January with Harvey Allen's 
Morning Sweep of the Connecticut River. 
Meet at 730 am_ Call Harvey (413-253-
7963) for the meeting place. 

Remember to use the Voice of Audubon to learn what birds are being seen locally and across the state or to make a report. A toll-
free number will put you in touch with the statewide system at Lincoln that covers four separate Rare Bird Alert areas in Massachu-
setts. Call 1-888-224-6444 and follow directions. 

QMBOY (Quest for the Most Birds in 
One Year) Update: With the sighting of 
the Tropical Kingbird and the Golden 
Fngle, Bob Bieda still leads the pack - 
with 316. Harvey Allen is holding onto 
second place with 308 (Tropical King-
bird) and Al's Tropical Kingbird sighting 
puts him at 299. I'll have the final tally 
for you next month_ 

LIBRARY: Three additions to the col-
lection: the Ken Kaufman Focus Guide 
Birds of North America (from the gift 
fund honoring David Spector), the Sibley 
Guide to Birds (National Audubon soci-
ety), and the 100" Christmas Bird Count 
— American Birds (National Audubon). 
Note: HBC member Geoff Le Baron is 
National Audubon Society Count Direc-
tor. 

CONSERVATION: Encourage water-
fowl awareness among educators and 
young birders. K-12 students and teach-
ers are invited to learn more by being 
part of the Massachusetts Junior Duck 
Stamp art project Art will be reviewed 
in four categories (grades K — 3, 4 — 6, 7 
— 9 and 10 — 12). Prizes go to the top 25 
entries in each category. Overall winner 
will represent Massachusetts at the na-

MISCELLANEOUS 

tonal competition in Washington, D.C. 
More information and forms will be 
available at the December meeting then 
moved to the HBC library for your con-
venience. 

HITCHCOCK: (early notice for early 
planners): Scott Stnnm- will be return : g 
this spring to teach the Spring Miffing 
Class. Plans now are to hold nineteen 
classroom sessions on Wednesday eve-
nings and ten sessions in the field_ 

WANT ADS: NEED ADS: HELP! 
HELP! HELP! ADS: Sue Emerson has 
been head provision provider at the won-
derful goodie table at BBC meetings for 
several years now. She wants and needs 
help! I add that she is not resigning from 
the job but would really like assistance in 
making it happen. The tasks are not 
arduous (shared responsibility for setting 
up the table and clean-up after the meet-
ing, phone calls to the many people who 
volunteer food, and occasional restocking 
of supplies.) I guess that sampling the 
goods might be an interesting bonus, but 
is probably not part of the job descrip-
tion. If you could give Sue a hand please 
call her at (413) 584-6736. 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS 

Sally Venman, Newsletter Editor 
(413) 549-1098 

svenman@extemalaunass.edu 

Enclosed with this mailing is the npriateii 
HBC Field Trip Policy, the new HBC 
Field Trip Guidelines and the ABA 
Principles of Birtfing Ethics. The 
changes in the Trip Policy are mostly due 
to re-organizing the sequence, claiify. ieg 
murky sentences and matching text r" 
present practice. The Guidelines ( 
participants and drivers) has been ch..'z-e" 
cussed for years, but never completed_ 
While designed primarily for members 
new to BBC trips, we hope that all mem-
bers will read it (Guaranteed, three 
minute max per document!) If you have 
questions or suggestions about ways to 
clarify any part of these documents, or 
suggestions about changes in our field 
trip practices or policies, please contact 
any HBC Board member or the HBC 
president, Mary Alice Wilson (413) 548-
9078. The Board will discuss all sug-
gestions at their next meeting in January 

We thank Backyard Birds at 17 Strong 
Avenue in Northampton for continuing to 
offer a 10% discount to all HBC mem-
bers for all purchasPs. 
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FIELD TRIPS 
JANUARY — AUGUST, 2001 

Field Trip Chair: Shawn Smolen-Morton at (413) 665-5196 or by email at bacbman(Ocomplitamiass.edn. 

The HBC offers field trips to spots easily reached and explored in one day. No costs other than trave4 meals and incidental fees 
are involved Please call the trip leader to register so that plans can be made for the size of the group and you can be notified f a 
change is necessary. We carpool whenever possible and share driving expenses. Transportation costs are calculated on the basis 
of 30 cents per mile per car plus tolls and parking fees. It is expected that all persons in the car, including the driver, share costs 
equally. 

JANUARY 

Saturday, the 6th (All Day): North Shore — Cape Ann to 
Plum Island. Bob Bieda will lead birders to look for the 
"first" birds of the year. Among the myriad possibilities, the 

-row will hope for grebes (including Eared Grebe), scoters, 
Goldeneye, both species of eider, Harlequin Duck, 

Rough-legged Hawk, Purple Sandpiper and late day treats 
like Short-eared Owl. Meet at Al Richard's house in Sunder-
land at 6:00 a.m. For further information call Bob at (413) 
527-2623. Dress warmly, pack lunch and snacks. 

Wednesday, the 10112 (Half Day): Feast or famine winter 
birding in January. Harvey Allen continues his mid-month 
series, Morning Sweep of the Connecticut River Valley. Ex-
pect to bird for three hours, meeting at 7:30 am. Call Harvey 
(413) 253-7963 for the meeting place. Possibilities include: 
winter finches (always erratic), Snow Bunting, Horned Lark, 
and Lapland Larkspur. Dress warmly! , 

Saturday, the 20*  (3/4 Day): Shirley Hilbom will lead the 
group to search for winter finches in Western Massachusetts, 
tentatively the Royakton area Meet at the Hitchcock Center 
at 8:00 a.m. Shirley can be reached at (413) 253-6462. Dress 
warmly and bring lunch and snacks_ 

Saturday, the 276 (Fall Day): this NEW TRIP to Coastal 
Rhode Island will be led by Geoff LeBaron_ He plans to ex-
plore places like Ninigret Pond, Point Judith,  Napertree Point 
and the Carolina Management area. The group will seek 
wintering land birds, oceanic ducks, grebes, loons, and alcids. 
Meet at the Northampton Stop and Shop, King Street, at 6:30 
a.m.. Call Geoff (413) 268-9281 for further details and regis-
tration. Dress warmly and bring lunch and snacks_ 

FEBRUARY 

Saturday, the 3rd (Full Day): Scott Surner will again lead 
the ever-popular trip to Maine's Southern Shore in search of 
winter specialties. Last year, the group observed Harlequin 
Ducks, Iceland Gull, Red-headed Woodpecker, and 75(!) Bo-
hemian Waxwing. Previous trips have been lucky enough to 
see snazzy birds like Great Grey Owl, Ivory Gull and Tundra 
Swan. Call Scott Sumer at (413) 253-7496 for the time and 
place of departure. Wear plenty of warm clothing, bring a 

'rich and snacks. 

Saturday, the 10th (Full Day): The Pymouth and Falmouth 
area of the Massachusetts South Shore is the destination. Al 

Richards and Shawn Smolen-Morton will explore the ponds 
and fields for waterfowl and winter land birds. Last year, the 
trip tallied 51 species with wonderful looks at a Western 
Tanager. Highlights from previous years included Yellow-
breasted Chat, Eurasian Widgeon, Red-shouldered Hawk, 
Rough-legged Hawk, Glaucous Gull, Long-eared and Short-
eared Owls, and a Northern Shrike. Call Al (413) 665-2761 
or Shawn (413) 8634569 for further details. Wear plenty of 
warm clothing, bring a lunch and snacks. 

Wednesday, the 14th (Half Day): Morning Sweep of the 
Connecticut River Valley lead by Harvey Allen searching for 



early arrivals. Will this group find the first Red-winged 
Blackbirds of the year? Meets at 7:30 a.m. Call Harvey (413) 
253-7963 for details. Dress warmly! 

Saturday, the 24*  (Half Day): Leisurely and local Saturday 

Morning trip led by Zeke Jakub. Zeke will take birders to his 
favorite spots in Northern Franklin County. Call him (413) 
218-8310 for the exact time and place for meeting. Dress 
warmly! 

MARCH 

Wednesday, the 14th (Half Day): Duck soup? The March 
Morning Sweep of the Connecticut River Valley, led by Har-
vey Allen looks for waterfowl in the Valley. Call Harvey 
(413) 253-7963 for details. Meet at 7:30 am. Dress warmly! 

Saturday, the 17th (Half Day): Leisurely and local Saturday 
mornings led by Stacy Adams continues this new series for 
the club by making the most of the ebb and flow of migration. 

Call Stacy (413) 367-0177 for the details of time and place. 
Dress warmly! 

Saturday, the 246 (Full Day): Waterfowl migration along 
the Connecticut River. Ducks and geese should be on the 
move and Al Richards will be right behind them. Call Al 
(413) 665-2761 for the details of time and place. Wear plenty 
of warm clothing, bring a lunch and snacks. 

APRIL 

Saturday, the 14th (Half to Three-Quarters Day): Leisurely 
and local Saturday morning at the Ashley Reservoir. Shawn 
Smolen-Morton and Al Richards will continue the traditional 
search for the first warblers of spring. Possibilities include 
Pine and Palm warbler, as well as Chipping Sparrow and 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet. Meet at the Holiday Inn parking lot, 
exit 15 off 191 (Holyoke Mall exit) at 7:00 am. Call Al (413) 
665-2761 or Shawn (413) 863-4569 for more details or better 
directions. Be prepared for the fickle spring weather. Bring 
snacks and water. 

Wednesday, the 18th (Half Day): The spring hawk migra-
tion should be in full swing for Harvey Allen's monthly mid-
week Morning Sweep of the Connecticut River Valley. Last 
year's trip netted thirty-one species of birds with singing 
Winter Wren and Northern Waterthrush, the Bald Eagles and 
the Red-tailed Hawks on their nests in Hadley and migrating 
hawks from the top of the mountain. Anything can happen in 
the middle of April! This local trip meets at 7:00 am. Call 
Harvey (413) 253-7963 for details. 

On Tuesdays and Thursdays throughout May, the club will 
continue to offer walks at Wildwood Cemetery in Amherst, 
6:30 am. - 8:30 am. An HBC member will lead from the 
small parking space just inside the entrance off Strong Street 
walks will cover various parts of the cemetery and conserva-
tion area. Bring bug protection, as they can be ravenous. 

On Saturday, the 5th (Half Day): Shirley Hilbom (413-253-
6462) and Ann Lombard (413-586-7509) join forces to lead 
people to one of the local hot spots on the monthly Leisurely 
and local Saturday Mornings trip. This month you may be 
led to a spot less well trodden - perhaps Grave's Farm? Meet 
them at 7:00 am. at the Hitchcock CAntPr in Amherst 

MAY 

Saturday, the 21't (Full Day): Stacy Adams will be leading 
an all-day trip to Bartholomew's Cobble. Besides searching 
specifically for Black Vulture, Stacy Adams will also lead the 
group in the search for other migrating raptors and early 
tropical migrants. Meet in the Northampton Bowl parking lot, 
525 Pleasant, at 6:30 am. Call Stacy (413) 367-0177 for 
more details. Bring snacks, lunch and water. 

Saturday, the 28th (Full Day): To Plum Island: Ruff 
ready? Geoff LeBaron continues the club's traditional se -
for early spring migrants. Among the shorebirds, a Ruff occa-
sionally appears in the Plum Island / Joppa Flats area In 
1999, at least one was seen irregularly at joppa Flats during 
this time. Other highlights from past trips include "first" 
birds of the year like Snowy Egret, Great Egret, American 
Bittern and Piping Plover. Call Geoff (413) 268-9281 for the 
details of time and place for departure. Layer your clothing, 
bring lunch and snacks. 

On Saturday, the 12'h (Full Day): Tom Gagnon leads this 
traditional search of the Quabbin Reservoir area for migrat-
ing tropical neotropical birds. Due to access restrictions, this 
trip is limited to five vehicles. Call Tom (413) 584-6353 in 
advance to make reservations and to get the details for time 
and place. 

Wednesday, the 16th (Half Day): Harvey Allen's Morning 
Sweep of the Connecticut River Valley goes out at the her - 
of the warbler migration. Call Harvey (413-253-7963) 
details. Meets at 7:00 a.m. 

2. 



Friday the 25th to Monday the 2811: The annual Monhegan 
Island Memorial Day Weekend trip is again being offered. 
Details forthcoming. 

aturday, the 26th (Full Day): Poor Man's Monhegan: Plum 
\--island and vicinity. Al Richards and Bob Bieda lead the poor 

souls who are not on Monhegan to a lesser paradise. High-

JUNE 

Saturday, the 96 (Full Day): Mount Greylock. Stacy Adams 
will lead a group up the mountain for local specialties. Possi-
bilities include Winter Wren, the elusive Yellow-bellied Fly-
catcher, breeding warblers (Blackpoll, Mourning, and Yel-
low-rumped) and breeding Purple Finch. Contact Stacy (413) 
367-0177 for meeting time and location. Bring lunch, snacks 
and water. 

Wednesday, the 136 (Half Day): This month's Morning 
Sweep of the Connecticut River Valley will find Harvey Allen 
leading the group searching out local nesters and other birds 
on territory in the Valley. Call Harvey (413) 253-7963 for 
details. Meets at 7:00 a.m. 

lights from the previous two years include Yellow-bellied 
Flycatcher, Chuck-will's Widow, Black-billed Cuckoo, Clap-
per Rail, and Tricolored Heron. For further information or 
questions call Al (413) 665-2761 or Bob (413) 527-2623. 
Pack a lunch and bring snacks and water. 

On Saturday, the 16th: a trip to search for the elusive Bick-
nell's Thrush is in the planning stage. The date is tentative 
but you might want to make note of it. Bear with the plan-
ners as they make arrangements for this NEW TRIP. 

On Saturday, the 2314 (Half Day): Bob Bieda hopes to take a 
group once again to Westover AFB for grassland birds, an 
ever popular and successful trip. Past trips have seen Upland 
Sandpiper, Grasshopper Sparrow and Eastern Meadowlark. 
Bob will pass along the details, if the arrangements are possi-
ble. Reach Bob at (413) 527-2623. 

AUGUST 

A NEW kind of trip offering from the HBC — New South 
Beach and Stellwagen Bank — a weekend on Cape Cod The 
tub has scheduled two wonderful trips back to back over the 

_....4Veekend of August 25. These are two independent trips and 
participants may join either or both. Although not an official 
overnight trip, this arrangement gives participants the option 
to get the most out of birding Cape Cod and avoid that long 
trip home in-between. For those birders who do both trips, 
we will name one or two hotels where other participants and 
trip leaders plan to stay_ Each participant makes his own ar-
rangements for sleeping accommodations, food (dinner and 
breakfast), and registration on Captain John's whale watch 
boat out of Plymouth. The Plymouth whale watch has two 
advantages. It lies along the route home for the participants of 
the New South Beach Trip, and it is close to the southern end 
of Stellwagen Bank, where the best birding usually occurs at 
this time of year. 

August the 25th (Full Day): New South Beach. Bob Bieda 
and Al Richards will again lead this always popular all day 
trip to the National Seashore in Chatham on Cape Cod. Reg-
istration is required, since the trip is limited to 12 people. 
Since there are no facilities on this isolated beach, bring a 
hat, sunscreen, water, and snacks. Be prepared to get wet as 
part of the adventure. The shorebird migration brought an 
impressive number of individuals and species to this outer 
beach in August 2000. Among birds observed last year were 

Piping Plover, American Oystercatcher, Whimbrel, Hudso-
nian Godwit, Marbled Godwit (not by our group, unfortu-
nately), Red Knot, Lesser Black-backed Gull (unusually high 
numbers in fall 2000), Common Black-headed Gull, Forster's 
Tern, and Roseate Tern. Plans now are for the group to de-
part from the Hadley Stop and Shop parking lot at 5:00 a.m. 
and meet Bob in Palmer at approximately 5:30 a.m. As the 
date approaches, call Al Richards at (413) 665-2761 or Bob 
Bieda at (413) 527-2623 for further details, directions and 
registration. 

August the 26th (Half Day): Stellwagen Bank, Pelagic Birds. 
Susan Carver has tentatively agreed to lead a NEW TRIP for 
the club in search of pelagic birds. Tentatively, the group will 
join Captain John's whale watch out of Plymouth for the 
morning trip. As the boat searches for whales, Susan will 
help the group locate and identify the ocean-going birds, 
which tend to follow the whales. Possible birds include: 
Shearwaters (Cory's, Greater, Sooty and Manx), Wilson's 
Storm-Petrel Northern Gannet (immature) and early Jaegers. 
Cetaceans could include Humpback, Finback, and Minke 
Whales and the Atlantic White-sided Dolphin. Make your 
own reservations for the whale watch and for transportation 
arrangements to Plymouth. The group will meet Susan at the 
boat Further details including departure times, cost and 
phone numbers will be announced later in the spring. 
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Field Trip Guidelines for New Field Trip Participants and Drivers: 2000-2001 
Hampshire Bird Club, Inc. 

Field trips are one of the best ways to help the Hampshire Bird Club, Inc. (HBC) achieve its purpose: "to help its members 
and the general public enjoy birding and to educate them about birds, bird watching and bird habitats." 

While these Guidelines are written primarily for new BBC Participants and Drivers, we hope that everyone will review this 
document, the ABA's Principles of Birding Ethics, the HBC Field Trip Policy, and the HBC Release Form. 

All Participants: 

1. Most trips described in the newsletter ask you to call the trip leader in advance. Please do so. It helps the leader plan the 
trip and you learn about any special arrangements or any change of plans 

2. Check with the leader before bringing children on a trip. Many of the trips are not appropriate for children. (All minor 
children (under 18) must be accompanied by a parent/guardian or an adult who has written authorization to be 
responsible for the child's care and conduct. See the Field Trip Policy fir more infirmation.) 

3. All HBC members are asked to sign the HBC Release Form each year. If you did not receive a copy, please contact the 
Membership Secretary. 

4. Be on time at the meeting place. If you plan to leave the trip early, you must inform the leader in advance. 

5. Be prepared with binoculars, appropriate clothing (including protection from ticks), food and water. Assume the weather 
will be more extreme on the trip than at home and prepare accordingly_ 

6. Do not bring pets. 

7. HBC encourages participants to carpool, both to reduce the environmental impact of the trip and to make the trip as safB 
as possible for all participants. We ask that the cost (presently $30/mile plus tolls and parking) be shared equally among 
the driver and all passengers. You should estimate the probable cost of the !Lip so that you will be able to reimburse the 
driver at the end of the trip. The participants (not the leader) are responsible for making carpool arrangements. 

8. BBC always encourages new birders to participate in trips. It is the responsibility of all trip members, leader and 
participants, to help new birders learn both identification techniques and bird observing skills. 

9. All participants are responsible for their own safety. Use common sense if you feel that any part ofthe trip is too arduous 
for you. Always check with the trip leader if you have any questions or medical concerns about the trip. 

Drivers: 

1. It is the responsibility of the car owner to meet all registration, insurance, and inspection regulations. 

2. Please fill up your tank before the trip and set your odometer at the beginning of the trip. 

3. If the trip is going to caravan, follow common sense rules to make sure no one is put in danger or lost. 

Stay in the same order so that you know which car is in front of you and which car is behind you. 

If the car behind you is stopped by a light, pull safely to the side of the road so that you can wait until that car catches 
up. 

If you are driving the car or cars catching up with the group, slow down so that the lead/stopped cars can pull in front 
of you. 

It is a good idea for all caravan drivers to have their lights on. 

4. Always have a description of the next major stop from the trip leader so that, should the caravan become separated, you 
can join the group at the next major stop. 



FIELD TRIP POLICY: 2000-2001 
HAMPSHIRE BIRD CLUB, INC. 

I. Field trips are an essential activity of the Hampshire Bird Club, Inc. (HBC). They are an important way to increase 
members' interest in and knowledge of birds, birding, and bird habitat. Field trips are announced in the HBC newsletter, on 
the website and at monthly meetings. 

2. Each year, all HBC members are asked to sign the HBC Release Form. Minor children (under 18) must be accompanied by a 
parent/guardian or another adult who has written authorization to be responsible for the child's care and conduct. Please 
request a form from HBC if you want to authorize another adult to accompany your child. 

3 The HBC conducts two different types of field trips: Day Trips and Overnight Trips. 

Day Trips are planned by the Field Trip Committee who prepare the schedule and select leaders. Day Trips generally do not 
require extensive planning by the trip leader. No costs other than travel (see #4 below), meals, and incidental fees will be 
involved. If requested to do so in the newsletter, participants must call the trip leader in advance to express interest in the 
trip. This allows the leader more flexibility and the opportunity to change the trip itinerary should that seem desirable. Day 
trips are open to both HBC members and non-members. 

Overnight Trips (2 or more days, reasonable driving distance) are planned by the Field Trip Committee and approved by the 
HBC Board at least 3 months in advance (see #5 below). Such trips generally require more planning by the trip leader, 
including, for example, arranging for lodging and travel. Participants will be charged an amount equal to actual 
predetermined costs (including liability insurance) plus a prorated amount to cover reimbursement of the leader's expenses 
(see #5 below). All fees, including the trip deposit, shall be paid to the HBC Treasurer. If a participant needs to cancel, fees 
(less a 10% processing fee) will be refunded subject to the conditions outlined in the trip description. Any excess fees 
remaining after costs have been met will be refunded, unless they are less than ten dollars per person, in which case they will 
revert to the HBC treasury. Overnight trips are open to only HBC members who have signed a release form and who have 
completed a medical information form. 

4. In recognition of the expenses associated with operating an automobile, the HBC Board recommends that passengers 
reimburse the vehicle's owner for costs associated with vehicle operation. Recommended reimbursement is currently set at 
$.30/mile plus tolls and parking to be shared equally by all persons in the car including the driver. The participants (not the 
leader) are responsible for making carpool arrangements. 

5. Leaders of Overnight Trips shall: 

a. Submit a trip plan to the Field Trip Committee which must be approved by the Board at least 3 months in advance of the 
trip. The plan should describe in writing the nature of the trip as completely as possible. Include an itinerary, estimated 
cost, conditions of lodging and lead time needed for reservations, roughness of terrain, pace of the trip, extra costs not 
covered by the fee, date of deposit and final payment, date after which fee is not refimdable, and provide a list of any 
specialized items that participants should take on the trip. Repeat trips lead by the same leader need only submit necessary 
changes to the previous plan. The Board can waive the 3-month planning time if there is a special birding opportunity. 

b. Be reimbursed for all costs associated with planning (i.e. long-distance calls, postage), lodging, and transportation during 
the trip. 

c. Upon return, provide the HBC Board with an itemized account of all income and expenses related to the trip including 
receipts for major expenses. 

d. Ask participants to complete an anonymous questionnaire at the end of the trip. These forms should be returned to the 
Field Trip Committee to help them plan figure trips and provide feedback to the leaders. 

6. Leaders of both Day and Overnight Trips are asked to submit a Trip Highlights Report to the newsletter editor for 
publication in the next BBC newsletter. 

7. HBC may ask professional bird touring organization to organize trips further away than the Overnight Trips. All 
responsibilities for planning the trip and all liability will be assumed by the touring organization. Such trips must be 
approved by the Board at least 6 months in advance. 

8. Trips not sponsored by the Club: As a courtesy to its members, HBC will announce birding trips organized by members or 
other organizations, but not sponsored by the club. Such announcements will be made in the newsletter (on a space available 
basis) and at meetings and HBC will assume no other responsibility for such trips. 



American Birding Association's 
PRINCIPLES OF BIRDING ETHICS 

Nieryone who enjoys birds and birding must always 
respect wildlife, its evironment, and the rights of others. In 
any conflict of interest between birds and birders, the 
welfare of the birds and their environment comes first. 

CODE OF BIRDING ETHICS 

1. Promote the welfare of birds and their environment 

1(a) Support the protection of important bird habitat. 

1(b) To avoid stressing birds or exposing them to danger, 
exercise restraint and caution during observation, 
photography, sound recording, or filming. 

Limit the use of recordings and other methods of attracting 
birds, and never use such methods in heavily birded areas, 
or for attracting any species that is Threatened, 
Endangered, or of Special Concern, or is rare in your local 
area; 

Keep well back from nests and nesting colonies, roosts, 
display areas, and important feeding sites. In such sensitive 
areas, if there is a need for extended observation, 
photography, filming, or recording, try to use a blind or 
hide, and take advantage of natural cover. 

artificial light sparingly for filming or photography, 
especially for close-ups. 

1(c) Before advertising the presence of a rare bird, 
evaluate the potential for disturbance to the bird, its 
surroundings, and other people in the area, and proceed 
only if access can be controlled, disturbance minimized, 
and permission has been obtained from private land-
owners. The sites of rare nesting birds should be divulged 
only to the proper conservation authorities. 

1(d) Stay on roads, trails, and paths where they exist; 
otherwise keep habitat disturbance to a minimum. 

2. Respect the law, and the rights of others. 

2(a) Do not enter private property without the owner's 
explicit permission. 

2(b) Follow all laws, rules, and regulations governing use 
of roads and public areas, both at home and abroad. 

2(c) Practise common courtesy in contacts with other 
people. Your exemplary behavior will generate goodwill 
with birders and non-birders alike. 

Ensure that feeders, nest structures, and other 
artificial bird environments are safe. 

3(a) Keep dispensers, water, and food clean, and free of 
decay or disease. It is important to feed birds continually 
during harsh weather. 

3(b) Maintain and clean nest structures regularly. 

3(c) If you are attracting birds to an area, ensure the birds 
are not exposed to predation from cats and other domestic 
animals, or dangers posed by artificial ha7ards. 

4. Group birding, whether organized or impromptu, 
requires special care. 

Each individual in the group, in addition to the obligations 
spelled out in Items #1 and #2, has responsibilities as a 
Group Member. 

4(a) Respect the interests, rights, and skills of fellow 
birders, as well as people participating in other legitimate 
outdoor activities. Freely share your knowledge and 
experience, except where code 1(c) applies. Be especially 
helpful to beginning birders. 

4(b) If you witness unethical birding behavior, assess the 
situation, and intervene if you think it prudent. When 
interceding, inform the person(s) of the inappropriate 
action, and attempt, within reason, to have it stopped_ If 
the behavior continues, document it, and notify appropriate 
individuals or organizations. 

Group Leader Responsibilities [amateur and professional 
trips and tours]. 

4(c) Be an exemplary ethical role model for the group. 
Teach through word and example. 

4(d) Keep groups to a size that limits impact on the 
environment, and does not interfere with others using the 
same area. 

4(e) Ensure everyone in the group knows of and practises 
this code. 

4(f) Learn and inform the group of any special 
circumstances applicable to the areas being visited (e.g. no 
tape recorders allowed). 

4(g) Acknowledge that professional tour companies bear a 
special responsibility to place the welfare of birds and the 
benefits of public knowledge ahead of the company's 
commercial interests. Ideally, leaders should keep track of 
tour sightings, document unusual occurrences, and submit 
records to appropriate organizations. 

PLEASE FOLLOW THIS CODE AND DISTRIBUTE 
AND TEACH IT TO OTHERS 


