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One of our members whose "nom de plumage" is a deep, dark secret sent me the following: 

A large pizza chain opened a franchise in northern New England. Unfortunately, the grain used to make the pizzas was infected with an in-
sect pest. Surprisingly, though, the Mainers enjoyed the antics of the frolicsome insect, so that now drum roll ---

Uno's wheat weevil larks in the hearts ofMaine. 

Now, friends, with that out of the way, heed my warning! Hang on to your binoculars This is a long one. Take a very deep breath, and read 
just as fast as you possibly can and you might just make it through this newsletter before the April meeting On your mark — Get Set — GO !!!! 

PROGRAMS 
All meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. at the Immanuel Lutheran Church in _Amherst 

On Monday, April 10, "Birding the Adirondacks: A Boreal Bo-
nanza" will be the featured program. We are invited to bird with 
Bill Barber as he shows slides and talks about his 40 years experi-

birding, hiking and wilderness backpacking in the 
t ),000-acre Adirondack Park in upstate New York. 

igh its southern border is only 50 Miles north of Albany, the 
iNtrei contains 1,000,000 acres of true wilderness, 90% of all the 
wilderness east of the Mississippi and north of the Mason Dixon 
Line. Diverse habitats make the park the home for 90% of all 
plants and animals that exist in the Northeast, including 194 spe-
cies of breeding birds. These include the Gray Jay, Spruce 
Grouse, Bicknell's Thrush, Northern Raven, Yellow-bellied Fly-
catcher, White-winged Crossbills, Red Crossbills, Black-backed 
Woodpeckers and Three-toed Woodpeckers. Embellish this diver-
sity with thousands of lakes and ponds, mile after mile of streams 
and rivers and breathtaking mountain vistas and you have a park 
that many frequent visitors to the Adirondacks believe combines 
natural elements more harmoniously than anywhere else on earth. 

Bill is past president of the West Chester Bird Club in West 
Chester, Pennsylvania, one of the oldest continuously operating 
bird clubs in the United States, and writes a newsletter column for 
the Birding Club of Delaware County (PA). He is a member of the 
Maryland Ornithological Society and High Peaks Audubon, the 
Adarondack/Champlain chapter in New York State. 

And — every once in a while something special comes along. At 
tb end of the meeting last month, some of us who lingered were 

xi to just that. One of our members, Walter Basara, Jr., had 
With him several art pieces he had created over the past year. I for 
c was seriously blown out of the water (so to speak.) 

Walter is from Hadley where he graduated in 1972 from Hopkins
Academy, attended Springfield Tech and settled in his hometown 
doing autobody service on Railroad Street. 

His two deep interests have always been nature and art and for as 
long as he can remember, he has made projects using natural ma-
terials. Then, a year ago, his need to create became clear and he 
began to sculpt some common birds out of milkweed pods, so eas-
ily found in the fields of Hadley. He took some of his early works 
to people in the business of knowing art and was encouraged by 
their response. He decided he needed to take time off to work on 
his art full time so closed his autobody shop in October. 

Walter's birds are created entirely from the milkweed pod except 
for the eyes (seeds from the Sweet Pea) and skull (galls from the 
Golden Rod). Other materials include Black Locust branches and 
Mountain Laurel roots. The birds are preserved with resin spray. 
He emphasizes that all materials used are from nature and that 
none are gathered live. 

Walter recently entered the Northampton Paradise Arts Festival, 
one of the top 200 shows in the nation. He was picked as an al-
ternate, a great honor for a first time entrant. He will be at the 
meeting on Monday with some examples of his work for us to see. 
He is hoping for your input — impressions, reactions, and perhaps 
suggestions of where he should go from here. 

To Come: 

May 8: Mark Lynch and Sheila Carroll — Worcester: Birding an 
Urban Environment. 
June 12: Pete Westover - Special Habitats and Open Space in 
Amherst and Surrounding Towns. 
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FIELD TRIPS 

At a recent Board meeting it was decided that the practice of calculating shared transportation costs for field trips at 20 cents per mile-f—= gas 
(as has been the practice for many years) was a bit outdated. It has been changed to a much more realistic 30 cents per mile. PleaJead
the following paragraph to remind yourself of the Club's policy. 

The IIBC offers field trips to spots easily reached and explored in one day. No costs other than travel, meals and incidental fees are in-
volved. Please call the trip leader to register so that plans can be mode for the size of the group and you can be notified i f a change is nec-
essaly. We carpool whenever possible and share driving expenses. Transportation costs are calculated on the basis of 30 cents per mile 
per car plus tolls and parking fees. It is expected that all persons in the car, including the driver, share costs equally. Shawn Smolen-
Morton, Field Trip Chair, can be reached at (413)665-5196 or by email at bachnum@complitumass.edu should you have questions or sug-
gestions. 

Trip Reports: 

On Wednesday, March 15, Harvey Allen's Morning sweep of the 
Connecticut River Valley found six late winter birders exploring 
the Chicopee River at Chicopee Falls, Route 47 at the Hockanum 
section of Hadley and the Hadley Cove. Although cloudy and 
cool, it was still a nice day to be out birding. A total of twenty-
five species were seen, twelve of which were waterfowl. Other 
highlights were two Bald Eagles, one on the nest, two nesting 
Redtails and two Redwing Blackbirds fighting in the water on the 
Chicopee River. Harvey reports that the birds did not drown_ 

On Saturday, March 18, the Leisurely and Local Saturday 
Morning Birding series led by Stacy Adams saw three birders 
braving a very cold morning. The intrepid group checked out 
fields in Sunderland and then made its way to Turner's Falls to 
view ducks. All told, forty-one species of birds and two Red Foxes 
were seen. Highlights included nice views at American Widgeon, 
Common Goldeneye, close looks at ten or more Fox Sparrows and 
very long looks at Gadwall. Best of all were close looks at over 
one hundred Bohemian Waxwings in Turners Falls. Seven Cedar 
Waxwings, also in the flock, gave the group a chance to make 
excellent comparisons between the two species. 

April Trips: 
(Refer to the Field Trip list or call the leader for additional in-
formation or to register.) 

On Saturday, April 15, the half-day Leisurely and Local Satur-
day Morning Birding series will be led by Bob Bieda. Not strictly 
local this time, he'll take a group to the Ashley Reservoir in 
search of the first spring warblers and other early arrivals. The 
group will meet at the Holiday Inn parking lot, exit 15 off 191 (the 
Holyoke Mall exit) at 7:00 a.m. Check with Bob for details
(413)527-2623. 

By Wednesday, April 19, the spring hawk migration should be in 
full swing for Harvey Allen's Morning Sweep of the Connecticut 
River Valley. Last year's trip netted thirty-one species of birds 
with singing Winter Wren, Northern Waterthrush, the Hadley 

Bald Eagles and the Red-tailed Hawks on their nests and migrat-
ing hawks viewed from the top of the mountain. Anything can 
happen in the middle of April! This half-day local trip meets at 
7:00 a.m. Call Harvey (413)253-7963 for details. 

On Saturday, April 22, Stacey Adams will be leading an all-day 
trip to Bartholomew's Cobble searching for the Black Vulture 
specifically but also watching out for other migrating raptors and 
early tropical migrants. Call Stacy (413)367-0177 for details and 
meeting place. 

Starting on Tuesday, May 2 and continuing every Tuesday and 
Thursday Morning during the month of May, the Club spo--cirs 
an Early Morning Bird Walk through Wildwood Cemetery. re 
mornings the warblers are dripping from the trees and other 
mornings it's just a nice walk in good company. No neer:, reg-
ister. Meet the leader in the parking area inside the ent?arece at 
6:30 a.m. These walks usually last until 8:30 a.m. Walks will 
cover various parts of the cemetery and conservation area. 

I remind you that Wildwood is private property and we must al-
ways remember that we are guests on its paths. We have main-
tained a good relationship with the management over the years, 
and have been assured that birders are always welcome. Park only 
in the appropriate places — do NOT park on the lawns. Please 
respect the management's simple wishes and use common sense 
and courtesy when birding the facility so that we will continue to 
be welcome. 

There are still a few places open on the annual Monhegan Island 
Memorial Day Weekend trip, the hallmark of BBC Field Trips 
since the Club's beginnings. The trip runs from Friday, May 26 
to Monday, May 29. There are a some changes since the de-
scription in the March newsletter. Andrew Magee will be along 
to share the leadership role with Stacy Adams, the departure point 
has been moved back to Port Clyde and the price ($230.00) may 
need to go up ten to twenty dollars to cover the cost of insurance. 
A $50.00 deposit is needed to save a spot. Call Stacy at (413)367-
0177 or e-mail her at lovett@student.umass.edu for more r-
mation or to register. 
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CARE and iihEDING of YOUNG BIRDERS 

"urt Super Bowl Sunday we carpooled to North Amherst to re-
1,,,ise our friend the Barred Owl with the help of Julie Collier, 
\. ;or Rehabilitator. It was a vely successful release, because 
tWr owl seemed to have no problems (although the surrounding 
songbirds were quite displeased!)" 

The above was written by a group of six 9 — 11 year olds, mem-
bers of a local 4-H Nature Club in Amherst. 

"Our goal was to let the owl go in the exact spot where it collided 
with John Root's car." 

The Club meets twice a month with its leader, Lesh Scott, who is 
also one of our members. Although the group has many interests,. 
the main focus is animals in nature, and the release of the Barred 
Owl was the first major event since it began meeting in January. 
Lesli reports that the owl hit the family car and was treated at the 
Tuft's Center for Wildlife Rehabilitation in Grafton_ 

"The owl will probably wait until dusk to start hunting because he 
had a good dinner of microwaved mouse the evening before. 
(YUCK!)" 
The group also had Barred Owl sightings in South Amherst and 
some of the group got to see a Screech Owl in South Hadley. 

"We hope the owl won't be hindered by the deep snow. Julie told 
us that if the snow is too deep, the owl can't hear the voles and 
mice tunneling under the snow. Good luck to the Barred Owl 
back in the wild!" 

The 4-H group will be displaying their photos and drawings of the 
Barred Owl at the Hitchcock Center in April. Thank you so very 
much, Lash for sharing your love of birds and nature with the 
children and thank you for letting us know about it. Keep us 
posted_ 

Help us celebrate other programs and activities for young people. 
If you know of any, please contact Mary Alice Wilson at 
(413)548-9078 or Sally Venman at (413)549-1098_ 

CONSERVATION 

will be continuing the Birds in Forested Landscapes (BLF) 
project linking volunteer birders and professional biologists na-

. ;wide in a study of the habitat requirements of the seven spe-
cies of forest thrushes as well as the Sharp-shinned and Cooper's 
Hawks. Although thrushes may be common and conspicuous in 
most forest habitats, many of their populations are thought to be 
declining. By collecting critical data on distribution and nesting 
success of these species, participants will directly aid in the devel-
opment of conservation strategies for these birds. 

This is the fourth year of the accipiter/thrush study that is based 
on a protocol originally developed for the Cornell Laboratory of 
Ornithology's Project Tanager which we also participated in. We 
will be surveying our three nesting thrush species and the hawks 
in ten forest sites in the Amherst and Northampton areas. Small 
teams of two to four make early morning visits to each site on the 
third week in April, May and June. If you are interested in par-
ticipating in the Northampton area please contact Anne Lombard 
(413)586-7509 (aimelombard@mediaone.net). If you are inter-
ested in the Amherst area please contact Mary Alice Wilson 
(413)548-9078 (mwilson@k12s.phast.urnass.edu). Note that both 
e-mail addresses are new from the ones used last year. 

The Amherst Breeding Bird Census will go into its eleventh 
yP^r of gathering data in June. Because people go on vacation and 

move away there may be a few circuits not covered this year. Pete 
Westover and David Ziomek are looking for people who are 
qualified and interested_ Almost 95% of the data are gathered by 
ear so it is necessary that the person have a good knowledge of 
local bird song. If you are interested in learning more, please call 
Pete (256-4045) or Dave (413-863-3221). 

The Marsh Bird Monitoring Project in the Deerfield River Wa-
tershed, directed by Pat Serrentino with the support of the 
Deerfield River Watershed Association was mounted last year. 
The goals of the project are to increase knowledge of the wetland 
wildlife communities within the watershed, and to encourage 
public participation in natural resource management. (A more 
detailed description of the project can be found in the March 
Newsletter.) Pat is looking for people who would be interested in 
becoming one of the volunteers. She can be reached at (413)772-
0520 or by e-mail pserr@crocker.com. 

The Topping Farm in Belchertown, close to Lawrence Swamp 
in Amherst, is available for conservation purchase. This beautiful 
property is important both for aquifer protection and for bird 
habitat. Funds are urgently needed. Contact the Kestrel Trust or 
the Belchertown Conservation Department for details. 
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BIRDING WITH HITCHCOCK 

Birding with Hitchcock: It is not too late to sign up for Spring 
Birding for Beginners taught by teacher-naturalist Ted Waft This 
introductory course will acquaint the beginner with the birds of 
the Connecticut Valley during the spring migration and will con-
centrate on improving ID skills through field marks, songs and 
habitat. Ted's style is relaxed, allowing time to observe individual 
birds and their fascinating behavior and to listen carefully to their 
vocalizations. Classes will meet on Saturday mornings 7:00 — 
10:00 on April 1, 8, 15, 22 and May 13 and 27 and on Wednesday 
mornings 7:00 — 8:30 on April 26 and May 3. Included in the 
course will be a trip to Plum Island (5-00a.m. — 8:00 p.m.) on May 
20. For fee schedule and to register call the Center at (413)256-
6006. 

Butterflying at Hitchcock: Would you be interested in learning 
more about butterflies? Would you like to be able to identify 
them, learn their habits and habitats? Maybe it's time to take up a 
second (or third or fourth) hobby. As Tom Gagnon reminds us, 
butterflies are out there when the sun is up. You don't have to set 
the alarm for the middle of the night and you can tam °VW in bed 
if it is pouring rain. The Massachusetts Butte?* Club is spon-
soring the 2000 Butteifly Institute. There will be seven classroom 

sessions and seven field trips. Classes will he held at th ch-
cock Center in Amherst on Wednesday nights starting May 3 at 
7:00. Field trips begin on May 6. Call Tom Gagnon at (413)584-
6353 for more information. 

The Green Scene: Fundraising Auction and Party on Friday. 
Anril 28, 5:30 — 8:30 p.m. at the Red Barn at Hampshire College 
(Rt. 116). This annual fundraiser for the Hitchcock Center for the 
Environment features the opportunity to bid on many goods and 
services, including natural history books, gift certificates to local 
businesses, and weekends at wonderful vacation homes. Great 
food!! Great music!! Great bargains!! Great people!! You can't 
miss and you'll helping to support this important environmental 
organization. 

Biothon: On Saturday, May 13, from midnight to midnight the 
Hitchcock Center will hold its first ever Biothon to raise funds for 
environmental education. Count birds, butterflies, bacteria, or any 
other biota that you choose for 24 hours. Contact David Spector 
(413-323-4885) for details or to sign up. 

THE HBC BOARD 

The last few Board meetings have seen several policy changes and 
decisions that I would like to pass on to you. 

It has been decided that the HBC should become the official spon-
sor of the Northampton and Quabbin Christmas Counts. This will 
centralize the organizational tasks and the expenses incurred. 

The Board has been in the process of reviewing the by-laws of the 
organization and will present changes at the April meeting. Some 
changes reflect clarification of practices that we simply forgot to 
put in earlier versions. Some reflect changes in the descriptions 
of officers' duties as required by our new 501(c)(3) status. And 
some reflect grammatical or stylistic changes, thus ensuring that 
the by-laws read like pure poetry. The proposed revisions will be 
presented at the April meeting and voted on in May. For those 
interested, copies of the by-laws with the proposed changes clearly 
marked will be available at the meeting. If you are not going to be 
able to attend the April meeting but would like to read the pro-
posed changes please contact Sally Venman (413)549-1098 or e-
mail svenman@extemal.umass.edu. She'll be happy to see that 
you get a copy. 

May is the month we elect board officers and members for the 
coming year. A nominating committee of David Peake-Jones 

(Chair), Harvey Allen and Merry Cushing are in the process of 
drawing up a slate for your consideration. If you wish input, now 
would be the time to get in touch with one of them. 

HELP — REALLY — HELP! Now that we are a 501(C)(3) or-
ganization we will need to set up a new bookkeeping system. Is 
there anyone out there who has experience in this and would be 
willing to help us? We are not (underline EEO looking for some-
one to take over the job, just someone who could advise us as to 
how to go about it. If you could help please contact Treasurer 
Mark Mount (413)253-5169, Or e-mail 
msmount@pltpath.umass.edu or Dottie Barnes (413)549-5476, or 
e-mail dbarnes@chem. umass.edu. 

Lastly, due to ever-increasing costs and knowledge that the price 
of stamps is going up again, it is going to be necessary to raise the 
price of membership starting September, 2000. This is just a bit 
of a forewarning. It has been many years since the price was last 
raised and we are not talking big bucks here so you don't have to 
consider putting another mortgage on the house. Remember also 
that your membership is now tax deductible! 

4 



MISCELLANEOUS 

Tfttrets still room in the EXPERIENCED BIRDER'S CLASS 
led by Andrew Magee and described in last month's newsletter. 
There will be five classes meeting every other Saturday and all 
will be field trips. April 8 will begin at 7:00 am., April 22 and 
May 6 will begin at 6:00 a.m. and May 20 will start at 5:00 a.m. 
All classes will take place in the Amherst/Northampton area and 
will run until noon. 

Andrew has a wide-ranging appreciation of birds and birding and 
brings a decades-long combination of professionalism, intuition, 
book knowledge, field experience and enthusiasm to his teaching. 
So — bone up and have fun with a few enthusiastic peers in the 
spring! Any questions or to register call Andrew at (413)369-
9920. There is a modest fee. 

The VOICE OF AUDUBON has gone state-of-the-art! There is 
new toll-free number that will put you in touch with the statewide 

system at Lincoln and covers four separate Rare Bird Alert areas 
in Massachusetts. Coll 1-888-224-6444 and then press the # of 
the area in the state that you are interested in (# 1 for Eastern 
Massachusetts, #2 Western (us), #3 for Cape Cod, and #4 for 
Nantucket.) Observers can even leave messages. Just follow the 
simple directions. And it's free! 

Birds Eye View in the Village Commons in South Hadley and 
Backyard Birds at 17 Strong Avenue in Northampton are two 
local shops specializing in all sorts of goodies to interest birders. 
Foch offers a 10% discount to HBC members for all purchases. 
You can find equipment from feeders and seed to binoculars and 
scopes plus books and tapes and videos and many, many gift 
items Check them out! 

The MEMBERSHIP LIST as of 12/02/99 was enclosed with the December Newsletter with addendum sent as new information reaches me. 
Following are the latest additions and corrections. I remind you to contact Dottie Barnes at (413)549-5476, or by e-mail at 

-ties@chem.umass.edu if you know of any changes or errors. If you need membership lists plus additions call me at (413)549-1098 or use 
t. ,-mail svenman@externaLumass.edu. 

Ch es 

Anne Lombard has a new e-mail address annelombard@mediaone.net 
Ben Zuckerberg and Frieda Veliz have moved to 81 South Silver Lane, Sunderland, MA 012375, flPh. (413)665-6936 

New members 

Todd Allen, 157 Frank Williams Rd., Shelburne Falls MA 01370; HPh (413)625-8645, WFh (413)863-0200; e-mail tallen@crocker.com 
Walter Basara, 53 Breckinridge Rd., Hadley, MA 01035; 11Ph (413)586-6690, NVPh (413)586-6690-
Linda M. Besse, 230 Daniel Shays Highway, Belchertovvn, MA 01007; HPh (413)323-9325 
Keith Gamage, 33 Cedar St., Greenfield, MA 01301; HPh (413)772-2287 
Mary Jo Maffei, and Jeff Quackenbush, 533 W. Pelham Rd., Amherst, MA 01002; MI (413)259-1263, WPh (413)545-6453 

Sincerely, 

gAis\
Sally Verunan, Newsletter Editor 
(413)549-1098 
sv-nman@external.umass.edu 
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