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September, 1999 

Greetings to all of you out there basking in perfect late-summer weather, sipping icy drinks by babbling brooks, 
reading books of no consequence, thinking happy thoughts and sighing contented sighs. No worries, no con-
cerns, just idle moments of bliss and rapture. 

Ahh! -- No? Not So? —7- Really? — 

Let it be known that your all-purpose-HBC-Newsletter person is certainly not sipping cool drinks by singing 
streams reading non-consequential books. She is in fact sorting through years of ILBCisms doing serious think-
ing, asking important questions. How best can she convince you to hand over the big bucks for the privilege of 
another year of coveted membership in the Club? How can she convince you that because the BBC programs 
are simply outstanding, because the Field Trips are great fun and good learning opportunities, because the people 
you meet are very special, and because the food at the meetings is the best that you should support the Club with 
membership? 

Take a look at last year's line-up of programs introducing us to birding hot spots and increasing our knowledge 
lnd appreciation of specific bird species: David Holmes (Appledpre and Southeast Farallon Islands), Jon Dunn 

' Sparrows of New England), Dan Albano (Belted Kingfisher), Jan Ortiz (birding Southeastern Arizona), Wayne 
Peterson (birding Trinidad and Tobago), Julio de in Torres (North American Owls), Sylvia Halkin (the lives and 
songs of Cardinals), Marcia and Mark Wilson (an Arctic Summer), and Jackie Sones (Dragonflies and Birds - 
the life history similarities and differences). 

Take a look at last year's line-up of field trips. Half-day local trips took us on monthly Wednesday morning 
sweeps of the Connecticut River Valley and Saturday and Sunday searches for migrants in the Northampton 
Meadows, on local mountaintops, at the Ashley Reservoir, Quabbin, and the Connecticut River. During May 
there were warbler walks through the Wildwood Cemetery every Tuesday and Thursday morning and June held 
the annual Whip-poor-will evening search. We enjoyed full-day trips to Cape Anne, Plum Island, the Massachu-
setts North Shore, the Massachusetts South Shore, the Connecticut Shoreline, Quabbin, the Berkshire Lakes, 
Maine and Westport. And, many birders' favorite annual event - the Memorial Day Weekend trip the Monhegan 
Island - was again offered. 

Take a look at other membership advantages: a place on the Rare Bird Alert Telephone Tree if desired, an op-
portunity to learn and to participate in conservation projects, access to the large HBC library and monthly 
Newsletters describing what's happening bird-wise in the area plus unpredictable fountains of knowledge and 
suggestions of ways to pass the time between migrations. It is also an easy way to be in contact with a wonder-
ful group of people representing all levels of birding from beginners to experts. And if that is not enough mem-
bers receive a discount at the two local birding stores. 

Hey - is this a motivational letter or not? Are you not touched beyond words? 
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One of the goals of the HBC is to keep cost of membership as reasonable as possible. As with any community 
organization there is a whole lot of volunteer time that goes into making things happen, but the Club still has two 
main expenses — the cost of bringing quality programs to the community and the cost of mailings to keep men-
bers informed. Our ONLY income is from membership dues, which is the same as last year. 

Oh! Oh! Here it comes --

You will find all you need to know to join the Club or to renew your membership on the enclosed Member-
ship/Release form. If there is any way that you can join at the supporting level (Birder, Big Birder or Rare 
Birder) it would be very helpful. 

Also enclosed is the Rare Bird Alert form which needs to be returned no later than October 1. In past years 
people have been given a second opportunity to join the Alert in January. This has simply not worked efficiently. 
So — if you want a place on the new tree, now is the time to do so. Simply fill out the form and send it along 

, with your membership/Release form. 

PROGRAMS 
(All meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. at the Immanual Lutheran Church in Amherst) 

On Monday, September 13, Tom Alworth, Executive Di-
rector of the Hitchcock Center, will get the Club off to a good 
start with his slide/lecture presentation titled Nestbuilding in 
House Wreelis: A Keexammarion of Male ana remale-Roles 
(or) It's the Female, Stupid! The House Wren is a familiar 
bird with its jazzy song, renegade reputation and aggressive 
behavior. Tom has been observing the House Wren since he 
was a child, marveling at the number of sticks it would stuff 
into a nest-box, and how other birds chased it every chance 
they could. Early observations led to Tom's ongoing study of 
wrens that focuses on nest building and reproductive behav-
ior. He began his professional study of wrens in Upstate New 
York in 1992. He is sure you will leave this talk with a new-
found respect for this resourceful and sometimes misunder-
stood bird. 

Tom joined the staff of the Hitchcock Center as Executive 
Director last fall coming from the Edmund Nites Huyck Pre-
serve in Rennselaerville, New York. Before that he taught at 
the Bronx Zoo. He received his Masters Degree in Zoology 
from the University of Tennessee in Knoxville. He has had 
birding articles published in professional and popular journals 
and has published on the natural history writing of John Bur-
roughs, a particular passion of Tom's. I had the pleasure of 
hearing Tom's excellent presentation on Burroughs' work 
last spring at the Center. I am really looking forward to ex-
periencing another of Tom's programs and to seeing my 

backyard House Wrens through his naturalist's eyes. I hope 
to see many of you there as well. 

To Come: 

I am delighted to be able to give you the programming for the 
entire year, thanks to Mary Alice Wilson. Take some time to 
"ooh" and "aah" over what's in store, then mark your calen-
dars! 

October 18: Barry Van Dusen — Travels of a Bird Artist: 
West Texas, India, and Monhegan. 
November 8: Don Kroodsma — Bellbirds, Wrens, Robins, and 
More: Songs and Stories from the Neotropics. 
December 13: Members Meeting — Holiday Meeting. Mem-
bers' Slides and Christmas Count Planning. 
January 10: James Baird — Birding Belize. 
February 14: Clay Sutton — How to Spot Hawks. 
March 13: Susan Smith — Birding Papua New Guinea. 
April 10: Bill Barber — Birding the Adirondacks: A Boreal 
Bonanza. 
May 8: Mark Lynch and Sheila Carroll — Worcester: Birding 
an Urban Environment. 
June 12: Pete Westover — Special Habitats and Open Space 
in Amherst and Surrounding Towns. 
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FIELD TRIPS 

The HBC offers field trips to spots easily reached and ex-
nlored in one day. No costs other than travel, meals and inci-
.ental fees are involved. Please call the trip leader to register 

so that plans can be made for the size of the group and you 
can be notified if a change is necessary. We carpool when-
ever possible and share driving expenses. Transportation 
costs are calculated on the basis of 20 cents per mile per car 
plus tolls and parking fees. It is expected that all persons in 
the car, including the driver, share costs equally. 

Field Trip Chair Scott Surner is always happy to hear your 
suggestions of places you would like the Club to visit or to 
talk to you if you would be interested in being considered as a 
trip leader. Contact him at home at (413)253-7486. 

Take a look at the following fall and winter trip list and plan 
your birding with the offerings in mind. I'll be giving de-
scriptive information about trips in the monthly letters. 

Wednesday, September 1: The first Morning Sweep of the 
Connecticut River Valley, a leisurely-paced, once-a-month, 
mid-week morning trip focusing on the seasonal birds in the 
valley and any rarities recently discovered. It is led by Harvey 
Allen who always knows where to find the birds and how to 
enjoy them. Birders have been known to call in sick at work 
in order to take advantage of his Wednesday offerings. Call 
T-Iarvey at (413)253-7963 for more information. 

Saturday, September 4: Bob Bieda will lead a half-day trip 
around the East and West Meadows of Northampton. These 
two birding areas are perhaps the best spots in Western Mas-
sachusetts for consistently turning up rarities. Anything is 
possible. Meet Bob at the Bowling Alley on Rt. 5 in North-
ampton at 7:00 a.m. Call Bob at (413)527-2623 if you have 
any questions. 

Wednesday, September 15: It's Harvey Allen again, making 
September a two-sweep month on the Morning Sweep of the 
Connecticut River Valley. The search is on. It's Hawks, 
Hawks and Maybe More Hawks. This time of year the Broad-
winged Hawk migration is approaching its peak here in New 
England. Will our scheduled field trip coincide with the BIG 
DAY? Who knows? Maybe not, but we keep trying. When 
you finally experience BIG DAY it more than makes up for 
the misses. Call Harvey at (413)253-7963 for time and 
meeting place. 

On September 25, The Hitchcock Center is offering a full-
day Plum Island birding trip with Scott Surner as leader. 
Fall migrants will be abundant and Scott is an expert birder 

who will make the trip lots of fun as well as a learning expe-
rience. For more information and to register call the Center 
at (413)256-6006. There is a fee. 

Sunday, October 3: Stacy Adams will take a group to the 
Deerfield Meadows for a morning of birding. She will be 
looking for Warblers, Sparrows and whatever else the area's 
hedgerows will give up. Call Stacy at (413)367-0177 for time 
and meeting place. 
Sunday, October 10: It's time for the first of the Club's all-
day trips. The annual fall trip to Quabbin Reservoir led by 
Tom Gagnon is a very popular one coming at the height of 
the New England colors. The group will travel to the remote 
areas of the Reservoir on roads which are all that remain of 
the lost towns. They'll look for late migrating warblers on 
land and early migrating waterfowl on the water. Plan to 
bring lunch, snacks, water and appropriate clothing. The trip 
is limited to 15 people and you need to commit to the 
whole day. Knowing Tom, birds are only one aspect of the 
natural world to be experienced on the trip. Call him at 
(413)584-6353 for more information and to reserve a spot 

Wednesday, October 13: Harvey Allen heads for the Quab-
bin Area for another in his popular Morning Sweep of the 
Connecticut River Valley series. (He'll probably be checking 
with Tom to learn what his trip turned up). Call Harvey at 
(413)253-7963 for more information. 

To Come: 

Saturday, October 23: Dead Creek Wildlift Management 
Area. Leaders: Al Richards (413)665-2761 and Bob Bieda. 
Sunday, November 7: Berkshire Lakes, Leader: Tom Gag-
non (413)584-6353. 
Saturday, November 20 or Sunday, November 21: East 
Quabbin. Leader: Tom Gagnon (413)584-6353. 
Friday, November 25: Turkey Trot to Cape Ann. Leaders: 
Al Richards (413)665-2761 & Bob Bieda 

And finally, I remind you to call the HBC VOICE to learn 
what birds are being seen in the area. To get this information 
call (413)253-2218. To report birds you have seen call (413) 
256-1836. Give your name and phone number, the date of 
the sighting, what birds, how many and where. This is used 
for the routine sightings. The Voice is updated weekly but is 
not necessarily monitored daily, so if you want to report a rare 
or potentially rare bird (one that will possibly result in the 
Rare Bird Alert telephone tree being activated) you should 
call Jim Marcum (413)549-1613, Jan Ortiz (413)549-1768, or 
Scott Surner (413)253-7486. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

The HBC Library, created and maintained by Anne Cann, is 
located in the main room on the first floor of the Hitchcock 
Center and is very easy to use. Instructions are posted at the 
bookcase along with cards, pencils, etc. There are field 
guides, lists and books on birds of North America, Eastern 
and Western U.S., South America and other foreign countries 
as well as miscellaneous birding books, photographs, maps, 
periodicals, games, videos, audio tapes and recordings. For 
those who have access to the Internet, there is a listing of ti-
tles on the BBC webpage. There is also a list you can exam-
ine at meetings. And of course you can go to the Center to 
browse during business hours. The Center is located on 
South Pleasant Street in Amherst. Hours are generally 11:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday and 9:00 a.m. to 
11:00 a.m. on Saturday but it's best to call first if you are 
making a special trip as the schedule sometimes changes. 
Anne is happy to pick books up for you from the Center and 
bring them to the meeting if you call her at (413) 253-7753 or 
e-mail at cann@uhs.iunass.edu by the Friday prior to the 
Monday meeting. You can also return books at meetings. 

Conservation concerns and participation in related programs 
are important functions of the Club. Anne Lombard is Chair 
of the Conservation Committee. If conservation is a special 
interest of yours there is a place on the Membership Form 
where you can indicate this. This past year members of the 
Club were volunteers collecting data for the Christmas Bird 
Count, the Birds in Forested Landscapes project, the North 
American Migration Count, the Marsh Bird Monitoring Proj-
ect in Deerfield and the Amherst Breeding Bird Census. 
Other projects are in the works and will be announced in 
Newsletters. If you have questions you can contact Anne at 
(413) 586-7578 or by e-mail at lombarda@javanet.com. 

The HBC Web Page has grown considerably under the 
magical touch of Merry Cushing, our skilled webmaster -- or 
is it webmistress? -- I'm still very much a webnovice. There 
is a whole lot of good stuff to be found on the site. If you 
have access, be sure to check it out, especially the related 
links. The address is part of the Newsletter letterhead. 

We now have an HBC Brochure describing the Club and 
telling people how to go about becoming members or getting 
more information. Would members who work or visit good 
places to contact potential members please pick up some of 
the brochures for distribution at the meeting? Or, you can 
contact Jim Marcum at (413)549-1613. And - a special 
thanks to Nancy Buchanan and her committee for the creative 
ideas that have gone into the product. 

Dragonflies took center stage for many of you who attended 
the June meeting when Jackie Sonnes gave her terrific Drag-
onfly slide presentation noting the amazing similarities of 
dragonflies and birds. After the talk many birders decided to 
add to their "things to be passionate about" list and have been 
driving their friends and family double nuts this summer at-
tempting to make all those cool identifications. This it to tell 
you that Jackie has a website for you computer-wise passior—
ate people. Now you can expand your interest well past 
warm weather. It is www.capecod.nett-bnikula/on2.htm 

Birds Eye View in the Village Commons in South Hadley 
and Backyard Birds at 17 Strong Avenue in Northampton, 
two local shops specializing in all sorts of goodies to interest 
birders, are offering a 10% discount to all HBC members for 
all purchases. You can find equipment from feeders and 
seed to binoculars and scopes plus books and tapes and videos 
and many, many gift items. Check them out 

So - that about does it for this month. I hope to see you at Tom's presentation. It's time to swap Big Bird stories. If you have any 
questions about the Club and its activities feel free to give me a call. Jan Ortiz (413)549-1098 is also happy to answer your ques-
tions. 

Sincerely, 

66d s2A1
Sally Vemnan, Newsletter Editor 
(413)549-1098 
svenman@externaLumass.edu 
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