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Monday is the day to get all the papers on the desk straightened, all pencils sharpened, my life in order. A dozen 
cleansing breaths, a half dozen mental push-ups and three thoughts of a sprightly jog around the block clear the 
brain cobwebs and 

Well. . . my, oh my, oh my 

Every time the phone rings I have thoughts of a friend's voice saying "the hawks are moving" (or) "I've discov-
ered a Monarch Butterfly resting tree" (or) "There's a fox in my backyard" (or) "I've discovered a new species 
of flea on my dog. . . you have just GOT to see this one!" But. . . it is Monday morning, Monday the Twentieth 
day of September and there is a Newsletter that needs writing! 

Let's see. . . where do I start? Who is our October speaker? Barry Van Dusen? 1HE Barry Van Dusen? The 
internationally recognized wildlife artist I have admired for so long Barry Van Dusen? YES"" I go to my 
back issues of Bird Observer and find his work as the cover illustration on 25 magazines. This does not include 
issues that have disappeared into the infamous black hole of my study. My thoughts shift from a new species of 
flea to the illustrations in front of me and. . . the Newsletter begins. 

PROGRAMS 
(All meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. at the Immanuel Lutheran Church in Amherst.) 

On Monday, October 18,1999 you are invited to a one hour 
illustrated presentation given by internationally recognized 
wildlife artist Barry Van Dusen. His program is titled Trav-
els of a Bird Artist: West Texas, India, and Monhegan Island. 
We will accompany Barry as he travels to three different lo-
cations, sketching and painting all along the way. First we'll 
take a trip to western Texas, exploring the landscapes and 
unique natural history of the Edwards Plateau and Big Bend 
National Park. Next we'll follow him and a group of inter-
national artists from the Artists for Nature Foundation as they 
record the exotic wildlife of Banclhavgarh National Park in 
central India. Finally we'll take an excursion to one of the 
HBC's favorite places, Monhegan Island off the coast of 
Maine, where we'll share with Barry the spectacle of the 
spring songbird migration. 

Barry, who lives in central Massachusetts, has illustrated a 
variety of natural history books and pocket guides, many in 
association with the Massachusetts Audubon Society. His 
articles and paintings have been featured in Bird Watcher's 
Digest, Birder's World and Bird Observer magazines 

In 1992 he was named Audubon Alliance Artist of the year, 

and he was elected a full member of London's Society of 
Wildlife Artists in 1994. His work as been exhibited regu-
larly in the prestigious Birds in Art show (Wausau, Wiscon-
sin) as well as in many galleries in the United States and in 
Europe. He is active in raising money for the conservation of 
threatened habitats. 

To Come: 

November 8: Don Kroodsma — Bellbirds, Wrens, Robins, and 
More: Songs and Stories from the Neotropics. 
December 13: Members Meeting — Holiday Meeting/ Me 
bers' Slides and Christmas Count Planning 
January 10: James Baird — Birding Belize. 
February 14: Clay Sutton — How to Spot Hawks. 
March 13: Susan Smith — Birding Papua New Guinea. 
April 10: Bill Barber — Birding the Adirondacks: A Boreal 
Bonanza. 
May 8: Mark Lynch and Sheila Carroll — Worcester: Birding 
an Urban Environment. 
June 12: Pete Westover — Special Habitats and Open Space 
in Amherst and Surrounding Towns. 



HID TRIPS 
The HBC offers field trips to spots easily reached and explored in one day. No costs other than travel, meals and incidental fr" - 
are involved. Please call the trip leader to register so that plans can be made for the size of the group and you can be notified 
change is necessary. We carpool whenever possible and share driving expenses. Transportation costs are calculated on the basis 
of 20 cents per mile per car plus tolls and parking fees. It is expected that all persons in the car, including the driver, share costs 
equally. 

Trip Reports: 

On Saturday, September 4 Bob Bieda led a half-day trip 
around the Northampton East Meadows. The group of six 
enjoyed this annual fall warbler walk in warm, calm weather. 
They had one nice mixed Rock of migrants containing Red-
eyed Vireo, Blackpoll and American Redstart, a very good 
look at Northern Waterthrush, Scarlet Tanager, Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak and Blue-gray Gnatcatcher. They also had a sing-
ing Yellow-throated Vireo, a Warbling Vireo and a very ac-
tively singing Carolina Wren. Other birds included Great 
Blue Heron, Wood Duck, Harrier, Hummingbird and Solitary 
Sandpiper. 

The first Morning Sweep of the Connecticut River Valley, 
(leisurely-paced, once-a-month, mid-week morning trip fo-
cusing on the seasonal birds in the valley) took place on Sep-
tember 15. Harvey Allen and eight participants searched 
around the foot of Mount Skinner for whatever wished to 
make its presence known on a very cloudy day. A flock of 
Purple Finches, Blue-gray Gnat-catchers and-lots of- Red  -
breasted Nuthatches led the list on this mid-September day. 
There was nothing unusual but the group enjoyed a nice walk. 

Coming Up: 

Sunday, October 3: Stacy Adams will take a group to the 
Deerfield Meadows for a morning of birding. She will be 
looking for Warblers, Sparrows and whatever else the area's 
hedgerows will give up. Call Stacy at (413)367-0177 for lime 
and meeting place. 

Sunday, October 10: It's time for the first of the Club's all-
day trips. The annual fall trip to Qua/thin Reservoir led by 
ToneGagnon is a very popular one, coming at the height of 
the New England colors. The group will travel to the remote 
areas the Reservoir on roads which are all that remain of 
the loSt towns. Last year the group recorded 54 species of 
birds including a Peregrine Falcon, 5 Loons, great close looks 
at Ruffed Grouse, plus many Ruby-crowned Kinglets, White-
crowned "Sparrows and Black-throated Blue Warblers. 
(Weather Was lousy so the count was down and butterflies 
were at hone by the fire.) Plan to bring lunch, snacks, water 
and appropriate clothing. The trip is limited to 15 people 
and you need to commit to the whole day. Knowing Tom, 
birds are only one aspect of the natural world to be experi-
enced on this trip. Call him at (413)584-6353 for more in-
formation and to reserve a spot. 

Wednesday, October 13: Harvey Allen heads for the Ouab-
bin Area for another in his popular Morning Sweep of the 
Connecticut River Valley series. (He'll probably be checking 
with Tom to learn what his trip turned up). Call Harvey at 
(413)253-7963 for more information. 

Saturday, October 23: Dead Creek Wildlife Management 
Area with leaders Al Richards and Bob Bieda. This NEW 

s_otrip offerin will take us to western Vermont near the town of 
Vergennes, a e gion famous for its waterfowl, especially the 

......,d _r Snow Geese that stage here in the fall. Dead 
Creek is the only area that consistently get Ross' Geese in 
New England. The only hard part is picking out the one or 
two that might be there among the 20,000 Snow Geese. That 
however should not be a problem for our seasoned leaders. 
This is an all-day trip so plan to bring lunch, water, snacks 
and appropriate clothing. Call Alan (413)665-2761 for de-
parture time and meeting place. 

Sunday, November 7: Berkshire Lakes with leader Tont 
- Cragnon. - This all-day trip is another of tue popular art-iii 

trips offered by the HBC. Join Tom in discovering what thc--" 
many lakes in and around the Pittsfield area have to offer this 
fall. A stop at the Moran Wildlife area and at Bartlett's Ap-
ple Stand for cider and donuts can't be ruled out. Meet Tom 
at the Super Stop & Shop in Northampton (Rt. 5, King Street) 
at 6:15 a.m. For more information on the trip call him at 
(413)584-6353. 

And Later On: 

Sunday, November 20: Tom Gagnon will lead an all-day trip 
to the East Side of Quabbin. This trip will be limited to 15 
participants. Call Tom at (413)584-6353. 

Friday, November 25: Turkey Trot to Cape Ann. Leaders: 
Al Richards (413)665-2761 & Bob Bieda. 

Field Trip Chair Scott Sumer is always happy to hear your 
suggestions of places you would like the Club to visit or to 
talk to you if you would be interested in being considered as a 
trip leader. Contact him at home at (413)253-7486. 
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CONSERVATION 

all conservation projects involve counting the birds. If 
you are available on Tuesday, October 5 and would be inter-
ested in lending a hand on a local conservation project, Ann 
Lombard (Conservation Chair) has a suggestion. The HBC 
has adopted a portion of the Lake Trail at the Fitzgerald Con-
servation Area in Northampton and it is in need of clearing 
and cleanup. She suggests it might be fim to meet at 8:00 
a.m. for some birding before starting the trail work at 9:00. 
Please call Anne at (413)586-7509 for information about the 
project and for directions. 

BIRDING WITH HITCHCOCK 

There is one very special program you should know about this 
month. No one finds owls like owl prowler David Spector! 
Great Homed, Barred, Saw-whet and Screech owls are all in 
the area. • Although there is no guarantee that even David can 
find these inhabitants of the night for us, the adventure of the 
search is guaranteed. Sunday, November 7 at 3:00 a.m. is 
the time. Meet at the Hitchcock Center. Dress warmly 
since we stand in one place for a long time while we listen 
and wait. Children 10 years and older are invited. Be sure to 
call to register — this is a popular program in spite of the early 
hour. Members of the Center are free. There is a small fee 
for non-members. For more information and to register call 
the Center at (413)256-6006 

MISCELLANEOUS 

IMPORTANT REMINDER If you wish to be on the HBC 
Rare Bird Alert telephone tree, Jim Marcum (413)549-1613 
needs to have your name no later that Wednesday, Octo-
ber 6. This will be your only chance to join this year. And if 
you haven't sent in your membership form and dues please do 
so now. Call Dottie Barnes (413)549-5476 or Sally Venman 
,(413)549-1098 if you need information or a form. 

----'There are some of us who consider good food almost equal to 
good programs. Although a great cook in her own right, our 
Commissary Chief, Sue Emerson needs help! Some checked 
their willingness to donate edibles on the Membership form 
for which Sue is most grateful. But she needs more. So, with 
chefs hat on head and spatula in hand she will be passing 
around a sign-up sheet at the next meeting. If you won't be at 
the meeting, didn't sign up on the form and would be willing 
to be a brownie or cheese and crackers provider, please call 
her at (413)584-6736. 

I thought you might have use for an updated (and corrected — 
I hope) list of Board Members and people who can answer 
your questions. Know that the Board meetings are open to 
the membership and you would be welcomed with your ques-
tions and suggestions. Call one of us. 

Officers: 
Jim Marcum, President, (413)549-1613, 
marcums@fur 
Mary Alice Wilson, VP & Program Chair, (413)548-9078, 
mwilson@k12.oit.nmass.edu 
Mark Mount, Treasurer, (413)253-5169, 
msmount@pltpath.pmass.edu 
.9orothy Barnes, Membership Secretary, (413)549-5476, 

Albames@chem.nmass.edu 
Sue Fletcher, Communications Secretary (413)253-2102, 
Scfletch@aol.com 

Members at large: 
Sue Emerson, (413)584-6736, wemerson@javanet.com 
Shirley Hilbom, (413)253-6462 
Dennis McKenna, (413)256-8439 
David Peake-Jones, (413)529-9541 
Jan Ortiz, (413)549-1768, jtortiz@aol.com 
Scott Sumer, (413)253-7486, ssumer@aol.com 

Others to contact: 
Anne Lombard, Conservation Comm. Chair, (413)586-7509, 
Lombarda@javanet.com 
Scott Sumer, Field Trip Chair, (413)253-7486, 
ssurner@aol.com 
Anne Cann, Library, (413)253-7753, cann@uhs.umass.edu 
Sally Vemnan, Newsletter Editor, (413)549-1098, 
sverunan@external.umass.edu 
Jim Marcum, Rare Bird Alert, (413)549-1613, 
marcums@fmrannass.edu 
Sue Emerson, Refreshments, (413)584-6736, 
wemerson@javanet.com 

Those of you who were at the September meeting heard Tom 
Amy announce that the night sky has something pretty spe-
cial in store for us. It seems that the sun's eleven-year mag-
netic cycle is moving along toward its peak once again. As 
the cycle revs up, the sun's magnetic forces eject gas atoms 
from the sun into space. The solar atoms are trapped by the 
earth's magnetic field and rain into the upper atmosphere. 
There they hit nitrogen and oxygen atoms in our atmosphere 
and trigger the emission of light which we see as the aurora 
borealis or Northern Lights. So — get out there, folks! There 
are more than owls awaiting your discovery. Thank you, 
Tom, for the alert. I hope this explanation comes close to the 
one you kindly gave me over the phone. 
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Birds Eye View in the Village Commons in South Hadley 
and Backyard Birds at 17 Strong Avenue in Northampton, 
two local shops specializing in all sorts of goodies to interest 
birders, are offering a 10% discount to all HBC members for 
all purchases. You can find equipment from feeders and seed 
to binoculars and scopes plus books and tapes and videos and 
many, many gift items. Check them out! • 

Sincerely, 

dti 
Sally Venman, Newsletter Editor 
(413)549-1098 
svernan@extemal.umass.edu 

And — finally - enclosed with this letter is a list of Rare Bird 
Alert numbers you can call across the country. Whether you 
are planning a trip or just need to get away for a bit, it's fim - 
to find out what is being seen in far-away places. 

That should do it for this month. Hope your autumn goes 
well and is full of fall migrants. See you soon. 

Oops — you're not done yet — you need some imagination nudging before you are excused. 

Why do people with closed minds always open their mouths? 
If a book about failures doesn't sell, is it a success? 
If a parsley farmer is sued, can they garnish his wages? 

And — Once upon a time, long long ago, in a land far far away, there lived a woman who was just too busy (anyone you know?). She 
decided to make a clone of herself so that she could get twice as much work done. Well, the clone helped her a lot, but it also gave 
her a bad reputation because the clone constantly swore. One day, the woman couldn't take her clone's foul mouth anymore, so she 
took it to the top of a building and pushed it off. Soon after, the woman was arrested for making an obscene clone fall. 

That's all folks. . . Really 
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