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PROGRAMS 
(All meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. at the Immanuel Lutheran Church in Amherst.) 

"The Neotropics is a big candy store for bird lovers," says 
Don Kroodsma, long-time member of the HBC, noted 
authority on bird songs and our next guest speaker on No-
vember 8. According to Don, tiny Costa Rica has more bird 
species than we can see in all of North America, a fact he has 
taken advantage of in his research on why birds sing the way 
they do. He has recently returned from in Costa Rica, Vene-
zuela, and Brazil where he studied Neotropical species. The 
focus of his talk will be on selected stories and . songs that 
especially intrigued him. Come listen to the songs of the 
Three-wattled Bellbird and the Cotinga. Come hear what the 
Sedge Wrens can teach us about why songbirds might imitate 
or improvise their songs. Celebrate the thrush family and 
savor the songs of the Nightingale-Thrush, the Solitaires and 

'ler fine Costa Rican singers. He titles his presentation 
\---ellbirds, Wrens, Robins, and More: Songs and Stories from 

Neotropics. 

We are so fortunate to have Don living in our midst. His 
work with birdsong is internationally recognized, and you 
don't have to thumb through many birding magazines before 
finding an article he has written on the subject. He is a Pro-
fessor in the Biology Department at UMass where he teaches 
Ornithology, Animal Behavior and writing classes. His main 

research focus is on bird song and has co-edited a book on the 
subject. He is the editor for the Sounds section of the Birds of 
North America Project and is an associate editor of the Auk. 

I am sure that you will come away from the evening with 
knowledge and an appreciation of Don's work plus the satis-
faction of having enjoyed yourself Please note that we have 
not asked him back repeatedly (this will be his sixth visit) just 
because he pays his yearly dues. Be there! 

To Come: 

December 13: Members Meeting — Holiday Meeting. Mem-
bers' Slides and Christmas Count Planning. 
January 10: James Baird — Birding Belize. 
February 14: Clay Sutton — How to Spot Hawks. 
March 13: Susan Smith — Birding Papua New Guinea. 
April 10: Bill Barber — Birding the Adirondacks: A Boreal 
Bonanza. 
May 8: Mark Lynch and Sheila Carroll — Worcester: Birding 
an Urban Environment. 
June 12: Pete Westover — Special Habitats and Open Space 
in Amherst and Surrounding Towns. 

FIELD TRIPS 

The IIBC offers field trips to spots easily reached and explored in one day. No costs other than travel, meals and incidental fees 
are involved. Please call the trip leader to register so that plans can be made for the size of the group and you can be notified if a 
change is necessary. We carpool whenever possible and share driving expenses. Transportation costs are calculated on the basis 
of 20 cents per mile per car plus tolls and parking fees. It is expected that all persons in the car, including the driver, share costs 
equally. 

Trip Reports: 

On Sunday, October 10th, Tom Gagnon showed ten partici-
pants the sights and sounds of Quabbin Reservoir in the rain. 
In spite of all-day wetness, the group tallied fifty-two species 

birds highlighted by a flock of Pine Siskins and yodeling 
Loons, close to shore. As many of you know, bird-

ing with Tom is more than birding and the mammal list in-
cluded four otters, two beavers and best of all, according to 
Tom, a huge bull moose! 
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'In a beautiful Wednesday morning, October 13th Harvey 
.__.}1en and six participants searched the West Meadows of 

Torthampton, finding 32 bird species. Highlights included 
wonderful looks at Rusty Blackbirds on the road right in front 
of the group and many sparrows including White-throated, 
Swamp, Song, Savannah and one Field Sparrow. Right up 
there with good sightings was Bob Bieda, newly retired 
school teacher and long-time HBC member with a huge grin 
on his face and a Nelson's Sharp-tailed Sparrow sighting that 
he shared with the group. Coopers Hawks, Palm and Yellow-
nunped Warblers were also on the list. 

On Saturday, October 23rd three intrepid souls, Al Richards, 
Bob Bieda and Shawn Smolen-Morton visited the Dead 
Creek Wildlife Management Area on Lake Champlain. hi 
spite of rain which didn't stop until after 2:00 p.m. this new 
trip offering was pretty special. Twelve to sixteen thousand 
Snow Geese were viewed on their staging area. The sight of 
thirty-five hundred in the air at one time made the heart beat 
faster and left the viewers a bit breathless. There was one 
potential Ross' Goose that sparked much discussion but no 
final decision. Thirteen species of waterfowl included Ruddy 
Ducks, Pintails, Green-winged Teals, Common Loons, one 
Red-throated Loon, many Horned Grebes and two species of 
Mergansers. Also seen were a Goshawk, a Peregrine Falcon 
and Wild Turkeys. It is worthy to note that six Jaegers, two 

'which were Parasitic, were seen on the following day. This 
an area worth returning to. 

Coming Up: 

Sunday, November 7: Travel to the Berkshire Lakes with 
leader Tom Gagnon. This all-day trip is a popular annual 
trip offered by the HBC. Join Tom in discovering what the 
many lakes in and around the Pittsfield-area have to offer this 
fall. A stop at the Moran Wildlife area and at Bartlett's Ap-
ple Stand for cider and donuts can't be ruled out. Bring 

lunch and snacks and wear warm clothing. Meet Tom at Su-
per Stop & Shop in Northampton (Rt. 5, King Street) at 6:15 
a.m. For more information on the trip call him at (413)584-
6353. 

Wednesday, November 10: Harvey Allen's mid-week 
monthly Morning Sweep of the Connecticut River Valley se-
ries will focus on early winter migrants and water fowl. Call 
him at 253-7963. 

Sunday, November 21: Tom Gagnon will take birders on an 
annual all-day trip to the East Side of Quabbin. Remember to 
bring lunch and snacks and be sure to wear warm clothing. 
The trip will be limited to 15 participants. You need to call 
Tom at (413)584-6353 to reserve a place. 

Friday, November 26: Al Richards (413)665-2761 and Bob 
Bieda (413)527-2623 will lead the annual Turkey Trot to 
Cape Ann to explore the many coves of Cape Ann in search 
of Loons, Sea Ducks (perhaps Harlequins?), Purple Sandpi-
pers, Alcids and maybe, if luck is with the group, a Snowy 
Owl. This is an all-day trip so bring lunch, snacks, and 
plenty of warm clothing. Be sure to call Al or Bob to register. 

On Wednesday, December 15, Harvey Allen's midweek 
monthly Morning Sweep of the Connecticut River Valley will 
focus on what's being seen with perhaps a rare winter visitor 
thrown in for good measure. This is a good "warm-up" for 
the Christmas Bird counts. 

Christmas Bird Counts: Saturday, December 18 (Springfield 
- Bruce Kindseth (860)745-9593), Sunday, December 19 
(Northampton - Jan Ortiz (413)549-1768), Sunday, Decem-
ber 26 (Cobble Mountain - Seth Kellogg (413)569-3335), 
Sunday, January 2 (Quabbin - Scott Surner (413)253-7486). 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Library: There are great guide books for birding in New 
England, the East Coast and other areas of the country in the 
Hampshire Bird Club Library, located at the Hitchcock Cen-
ter in Amherst. And guidebooks are only one of many offer-
ings of interest to birders. The HBC has a membership in the 
American Birding Association and receives all regular publi-
cations, which are available at the library. Our library hold-
ings are available on the HBC web site and a copy will be at 
the meetings. You are welcome to visit the library during the 
Center's open hours (Tuesday - Friday, 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 
Tun. and Saturday, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.). If these hours are 

, A convenient for you, HBC librarian Anne Cann (413)253-
\-1753 is ordinarily happy to bring your requested item to the 

meeting if you call her a few days prior to the bird club 
meeting. However, not this month as she is going to be out of 
town. You can call her to make other arrangements if you 
wish. 

Yee!!! Years ago the HBC Board of Directors started 
thinking about taking the steps necessary to be recognized by 
the Internal Revenue Service as a non-profit educational 
(501(c)(3)) organization. More recently, a committee of three, 
Mark Mount and Elaine Pourinski, chaired by Jan Ortiz, has 
been working in earnest on this project. I am very happy to 
announce that the Hampshire Bird Club has now been recog-
nized as a 501(c)(3) organization. There are major benefits 



-s well as new responsibilities that go along with this status. 
are being reviewed by the committee and you will be 

'-.ept informed in future newsletters. If you have had any ex-
perience working with non-profit educational organizations 
and would be willing to help the committee on the next steps, 
please contact Jan at (413)549-1768. Thank you, thank you, 
thank you Jan, Elaine and Mark This has not been an easily 
reached goal! 

Many of you know HBC member Zeke Jakub from 
Greenfield. Always on the lookout for a new birding venture, 
Zeke has created a list server on e-mail to keep people up-to-
date on birds being seen in the greater Greenfield area and to 
give subscribers an opportunity to add to the data. If you are 
interested in knowing more about what birds are being seen 
in this area and have access to the internet simply e-mail 
Zeke at greenfieldbirding@juno.com and write "Subscribe" in 
the Subject Heading. You will receive a Welcome Letter 
from Zeke explaining the listing format and will be kept 
posted on Greenfield sightings. 

Bluebird enthusiast Haleya Priest, HBC member in 
Amherst, is looking for other members interested in estab-
lishing Bluebird trails. She has been very involved on the 
Internet with other Bluebird folks but can't find local people 
who share her enthusiasm. If you are interested Haleya can 

reached at (413)549-3937 or phandri@crocker.com. 

• :hose of you who were at the October meeting will remember 
Gordon Van Tassel, a graduate student of Don Kroodsma 

Sincerely, 

Sally Veltman, Newsletter Editor 
(413)549-1098 
sveman@ex-ternal.umass.edu 

who is looking for help in gathering the data necessary for his 
MS thesis. He is interested in learning what features the ex-
perts pay attention to when identifying a bird. He hopes to 
determine this by tracking the eye movements of the birder 
who sits in front of the computer screen identifying birds. If 
you would be interested in learning more about this project 
Gordon can be reached at (413)545-5962 or at 
glv@psych.umass.edu. 

Birds Eye View in the Village Commons in South Hadley 
and Backyard Birds at 17 Strong Avenue in Northampton, 
two local shops specializing in all sorts of goodies to interest 
birders, are offering a 10% discount to all HBC members for 
all purchases. You can find equipment from feeders and seed 
to binoculars and scopes plus books and tapes and videos and 
many, many gift items. Check them out! 

This Newsletter will be the last letter you will receive if you 
have not renewed your membership! I have taped the col-
orful dreaded dnnning letter to the first page if, according to 
our records, this applies to you. If this is our "oops" rather 
than yours please contact Membership Chair Dottie Barnes 
(413)549-5476, dbarnes@chem.umass.edu or me (413)549-
1098, sverunan@external.umass.edu. 
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