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PROGRAMS 
All meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. at the Immanual Lutheran Church in Amherst. 

Monday, May 10: In October, 1997 the husband and wife 
team of Naturalist Marcia Wilson and Photographer Mark 
Wilson shared their passion for the natural world in a won-
derful program on the owls of New England. Now it is our 
privilege to welcome them back to talk to us about the arctic 
wildlife they have come to love. They have entitled this two-
projector slide program Arctic Summer: So Much Light, So 
Little Time." 

Marcia brings over thirty years of experience in natural his-
tory and field ornithology to her environmental education 
programs. As a young adult naturalist and the "Voice of 
Audubon" for Massachusetts Audubon Society she focused on 
public education, field work and bird research. She was a 
seabird observer for Manomet Observatory and joined the 
*Nrestigious ranks of Harvard's Nuttall Ornithological Club as 

seventh female member in 1980. She spent twelve years 
•Nti Nantucket where she did conservation and research work 
_Ai Piping Plovers and Least Terns. She also designed and 
implemented a natural history tour program on an 1100-acre 
barrier beach refuge. 

Mark is a wildlife photographer, bird columnist, photojour-
nalist and avid birder. In addition to being a full-time staff 
photographer at The Boston Globe, Mark's column, "The 
Backyard Birder", appears biweekly in the Boston Sunday 
Globe. His photos have appeared in Natural Geographic, 
Canadian Wildlife, Equinox, National Wildlife, Boston Globe 
Magazine, Defenders, Orion, Sanctuary, Wild Bird, Living 
Bird, Nantucket Magazine, Yankee and numerous other 
magazines and books. Mark's ability to interpret animal be-
havior and his understanding of light brings a special dimen-

sion to his photographs, narrative and educational programs. 

The Wilsons are a charismatic team, photographing, studying 
and teaching about the natural world. We know! We have 
seen and heard their work! 

AND — following the formal presentation they will introduce 
us to a live Snowy Owl. 

AND, AND — This generous pair is giving us an 18" x 24" 
fine art print of a Snowy Owl in flight photographed by Mark 
for a drawing that will take place at our June meeting. Tick-
ets can be purchased for $1.00 each or 6 for $5.00. Proceeds 
from the drawing will go toward future quality programming. 

A short business meeting will precede the program in order to 
elect Board officers and members for the coming year. The 
nominating committee (Jan Ortiz, Anne Calm, and Mark 
Mount) will present the following slate for your approval: Jim 
Marcum (President), Mary Alice Wilson (Vice Presi-
dent/Program Director), Mark Mount (Treasurer), Sue 
Fletcher (Communications Secretary), Dorothy Barnes 
(Membership Secretary) and Board members Sue Emerson, 
Shirley Hilbom, Dennis Mckenna, Jan Ortiz, David Peake-
Jones, and Scott Sumer. Nominations will also be accepted 
from the floor, if seconded. 

To come: 

June 14: Jackie Sones — Dragonflies and Birds: Life History 
Similarities and Differences 

FIELD TRIPS 

Reports 

On April 10, a cool but sunny day, Bob Bieda and four other 
birders searched Ashley Reservoir for early warblers and 
-*her spring migrants. Highlights of the morning included 

Double-crested Cormorants, two Ruffed Grouse drum-
ming (loud, clear and persistent), two Pileated Woodpeckers, 
one Rough-winged Swallow, four Brown Creepers, four 

Ruby-crowned Kinglets, six Hermit Thrush, six Pine War-
blers, twelve Palm Warblers and two Chipping Sparrows. All 
birds were seen well — a good morning! 

On Wednesday, April 21 twelve people led by Harvey Allen 
enjoyed a perfectly beautiful day in the valley observing birds 
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and butterflies and wildflowers. Thirty-one species of birds 
were seen. The group concentrated on what they were seeing 
rather than going for numbers, enjoying fully the songs of the 
Winter Wren and the Northern Waterthrush, watching the 

Kiley Bald Eagles interacting around their nest, the Red-
lied hawks on their nest in the willow trees, and migrating 

.rawks from the top of the Mountain. What a spring morn-
ing! 

On Saturday, April 24 Harvey took a group of six for a day at 

Trips 

May being the big migration month that it is and Wildwood 
Cemetery in Amherst being one of the big bird refueling ar-
eas, I have been asked to remind you that Wildwood is private 
property and we must always remember that we are guests on 
its paths. We have maintained a good relationship with the 
management over the years, and have been assured that bird-
ers are always welcome. Park only in the appropriate places — 
do NOT park on the lawns. Please respect the management's 
simple wishes and use common sense and courtesy when 
birding the facility so that we will continue to be welcome. 

Starting on Tuesday, May 4 and continuing every Tuesday 
and Thursday morning during the month of May, the Club 
sponsors an Early Morning Bird Walk through Wildwood 
Cemetery. Some mornings the warblers are dripping from 

e trees and other mornings it's just a nice walk in good 
'"-- ompany. No need to register. Meet the leader in the parking 

Area inside the entrance at 6:30 a.m. These walks usually last 
until 8:00 am. The leaders will be Chris Page (5/4), Scott 
Surner (5/6), Harvey Allen (5/11), Stacey Adams (5/13), Jim 
Marcum, (5/18), and Harvey Allen (5/25). At this time 5/20 
and 5/27 are without leaders. If you would be interested in 
leading one of these walks or in being put on a substitute list 
please contact Scott Surner (413)253-7486. 

On Saturday, May 8 join Tom Gagnon on his annual trip 
around the east side of Quabbin Reservoir. Tom hopes for 
one hundred bird species, and knowing Tom that will be just 
one of the items on the list. This trip is for the day so 
lunches, snacks and water are in order. The trip is limited to 
ten people. You must call Tom (413)584-6353 to register. 

Saturday, May 8 is the North American Migration Count. 
(See CONSERVATION) 

Plum Island. It was sunny but quite breezy. Fifty species of 
birds were counted. Highlights included the most Brants 
Harvey has ever seen, many Oldsquaws being taken out by the 
tide and flying back — lots of action and mixed plumages — 
and Purple Martins in large numbers. Many new nesting 
boxes have been built going down the Island. The traditional 
search for the Piping Plover was successful — one bird was 
spotted. There were very few shorebirds (still early?) and no 
Ruff. On the way out the group watched hundreds of harbor 
seals. 

On Wednesday, May 12 Harvey Allen's mid-week morning 
Sweep of the Connecticut Valley will focus on rails. It could 
also be the height of this year's warbler migration. Call Har-
vey at (413)253-7963 for more information about this 
monthly trip. 

On Sunday, May 16 Scott Sumer will lead a trip entitled 
Birding the Bike Trail. Call Scott at (413)253-7486 for more 
information and when and where to meet. 

Friday, May 28 is the start of the Monhegan Island weekend. 
Scott Surner (413)253-7486. The trip is FULL. 

On May 29 Al Richards (413)665-2761 and Bob Bieda 
(413)527-2623 will lead a full-day trip to Plum Island looking 
for shorebirds and warblers. Call one of the leaders for more 
information and to register. 

On Saturday, June 5, under the leadership of Charlie Quin-
lan, a group will be searching The Hillsides and Marshes of 
Cummington and Windsor for the Mourning Warbler and 
American Bittern. Other nesting birds are sure to be discov-
ered. Please call Charlie (413)634-0334 for more informa-
tion. 

Save the evening of Saturday, June 19 for the Whip-poor-
will Blow Out with Al Richards. If you want more informa-
tion now call Al at (413)-665-2761. 

I remind you to call the HBC VOICE (413)253-2218 to learn 
what birds are being seen in the area especially now that the 
spring migration is under way. 

CONSERVATION 

There is a new project being mounted that might interest you 
— the Marsh Bird Monitoring Project in the Deerfield River 
Watershed. The Green River watershed Preservation Alli-

ice (GRWPA), with the support of the Deerfield River Wa-
tirshed Association, is initiating a volunteer wetland moni-
..oring project in the Green River and several tributaries of the 
Deerfield River. The goals of the project are to increase our 

knowledge of the wetland wildlife communities within the 
watershed, and to encourage public participation in natural 
resource management. Surveys will involve determining the 
number of breeding waterbirds (including bitterns, rails, and 
other marsh-dependent birds) within each marsh by broad-
casting a tape of their calls. Each wetland will be surveyed 
two or three times between May and July. Training sessions 
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will be held to teach volunteers how to conduct the surveys. 
Contact person Pat Serrentino will be at our meeting on May 
10 to tell us about the project or you can reach her at 
'413)772-0520 or by e-mail (pserrgcrocker.com). 

4 he fifth North American Migration Count will be held 
dationwide on Saturday, May 8. Similar to the Christmas 
Count in that you count all birds seen/heard on that day, it is 
different in that entire counties are count areas, it has no fees, 
and it occurs in warm weather. Simply put, you go to your 
favorite spots, keep count and record what you see/hear. You 
will likely be out there anyway — it is the height of the migra-
tion, after all. Please refer to the April Newsletter for a full 
account. If you want more information and/or the Count Re-
cording Sheet please call me, Sally Venman (413)549-1098. 

Please refer to the March Newsletter to learn about the Birds 
in Forested Landscapes (BFL) project linking volunteer 
birders and professional biologists in a study of the habitat 

requirements of forest thrushes as well as the Sharp-chinned 
and Cooper's Hawks. Anne Lombard is coordinating the 
Northampton area. She can be reached by phone (413)586-
7578 or e-mail (lombarda@javanet.com). The response 
from people in the Amherst area has been so great that coor-
dinator Mary Alice Wilson tells me she has no more sites to 
fill. 

The Amherst Breeding Bird Census will go into its tenth 
year of gathering data in June. Because people go on vaca-
tion and move away there may be a few circuits not covered 
this year. Pete Westover and David Ziomek are looking for 
people who are qualified and interested. Almost 95% of the 
data are gathered by ear so it is necessary that the person have 
a good knowledge of local bird song. If you are interested in 
learning more, please call Pete (413)256-4045 or Dave 
(413)863-3221. 

LIBRARY 

Anne Cann reminds us that the HBC library is located at the 
Hitchcock Center and is open Tuesday through Thursday 
11:00 — 4:00 and Saturday 9:00 — 1:00. If these hours are not 
,•onvenient for you, call her (413)253-7753 a few days prior to 

e regular meeting for special requests which she is happy to 
lick up for you. For a listing of the books and tapes please 
,ee our web site and there is always a copy available at the 
meetings. 

Enjoy the donated CD North American Birds with Roger Tory 

Peterson. Anne tried it on her computer and loved seeing the 
bird and hearing it's call as many times as she wanted. Or 
catch up on the audio tapes of past meeting speakers you may 
have missed (or wish to hear again). Learn more about Lyme 
Disease from an informative notebook on the subject. The 
library is full of great resources for planning birding trips. 
And — if you are looking for a different way of expressing 
your interest in birds and birding there is a 1999 Directory on 
Volunteer Opportunities for Birders published by the Ameri-
can Birding Association for you to look through. 

BIRDING WITH HITCHCOCK 
For more information and to register call the Center at (413)256-6006 

Don't forget The Green Scene: FUNdraising Auction on 
Friday. May 7, 5:30 — 8:30 p.m. at the Red Barn at Hamp-
shire College (Rt. 116). Great food!! Great music!! Great 
bargains!! Great people!! You can't miss and you'll also 
help support this important environmental organimtion. 

Birding by Ear — on the Mt. Holyoke Range, a great hike 
led by John Green, Naturalist will take place on May 15, 7:00 
— 8:30 a.m. The hike is moderately steep but will progress at 
a pace that is comfortable for the group. Pre-registration is 
necessary as group size is limited. There is a fee. 

Naturalists and Novelists, the third in a series titled Birds in 
iterature will be held on May 19, 7:00 — 8:30 p.m. at the 

\_.zinily Dickinson Homestead. Ornithologist and long-time 
IBC member David Spector will address the use of natural 

history in literature focusing on the influence of Thomas Be-

wick's History of British Birds and on the novels of Emily 
and Charlotte Bronta. The fourth and last of the series, Cre-
ate Your Own Bird Literature Workshop, will meet on June 9, 
6:30 — 8:30 p.m. at the Homestead. Now it's our turn to cre-
ate some of our own literature using birds as the theme and 
motivation. Writer Christian McEwen will guide us, sug-
gesting different writing exercises to bring out the best of our 
creative talents. Call the Center for fee schedule and to reg-
ister for either event. 

The Breeding Bird Class taught by Naturalist and long-time 
HBC member Andrew Magee will take place on four succes-
sive Saturdays beginning June 5. Think the excitement stops 
with the end of migration? As one who has conducted 
breeding bird censuses and surveys of various kinds from cli-
max forests to coastal salt marshes, Andrew says, "It just ain't 
so!" In this class, participants will gain proficiency in song 
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recognition and appreciation of the domestic life cycles and 
territorial habits of various species and will fine-tune their 
understanding of a bird's habitat needs. The search often 

leads to wilder areas of great beauty and may include such 
places as Hawley Bog, Mt. Greylock and the Moran Refuge in 
Windsor. There is a fee. 

DIRDING WITH ARCADIA 
For more information and to register call the Sanctuary at (413)584-3009 

Early Morning Bird Walks will be held on Saturdays, 8:00 
— 9:30 a.m. at Arcadia (May 8 and June 12), at Graves Farm 
(May 8, 15 & June 12) and at the Marion Sherman Lynes 
Wildlife Sanctuary (May 8,22 and & June 12). Free to MAS 
members. 

Grassland Birds: Arcadia's Meadows and Westover Air 
Force Base. On June 5, 8:00 a.m. to noon, Andrea Jones will 
lead a program linking grassland birds with necessary habi-
tat. The program will begin at the meadows to view 
Arcadia's grassland birds and then carpool to Westover. 
There is a fee. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Lyme Disease Vaccine: Have you had your Lyme disease 
shot yet? I have been doing a bit of research on the subject 
and although I (sort of) understand the scientific aspects it 
would be impossible for me to explain in a way that anyone 
else would. So — here are some simple facts and ways to get 
more. 

We live in a designated "Lyme-plagued area" (New England). 
A new vaccine (L'YMErix) which gives protection against the 

sease was approved by the Food and Drug Administration 
December '98. Doctors are advising anyone age 15 to 70 

irho spends time outdoors in wooded and grassy areas to 
...onsider being vaccinated. In order to build up to full immu-
nity, three shots are given — one now, one about a month from 
now and one a year from now. 

At present, the best advice health experts can give us as we 
venture out into tick areas is to wear long sleeves and pants 
tucked into socks or boots, use an insecticide containing the 
chemical DEET, and check ourselves regularly for ticks. 

The first symptom of Lyme Disease in humans is usually an 
expanding red bull's-eye-shaped rash at the site of the tick 
bite which may occur within a few days or several weeks 
later. The rash may be preceded or accompanied by flu-like 
symptoms such as fever, headache, chills, nausea, facial pa-
ralysis or pain in the muscles and joints. If Lyme disease is 
suspected call the doctor immediately. Early antibiotic treat-
ment can prevent later, more serious complications. Not all 
patients develop the rash, recall the bite or exhibit the usual 
symptoms (ask Mark Mount). 

For more information you might want to check the Lyme Dis-
ease folder in the HBC Library and I got tons of material from 
the Maine Medical Center web-site (http://z.appa.mmcrimmc. 

3 /research/ly-meflymemain.htm). You will need to go 
--cdrough your health provided for the vaccine and can get 

tore information about it in that way. 

The HBC Store has a new product. We have just received 
the new Checklist of the Birds of Massachusetts. The five-
page list contains all the species that have ever been identified 
in Massachusetts, abundance bar graphs for three hundred 
twenty-three regularly occurring species and a list of rarities. 
It will be available at the meetings for $1.20. There is still a 
handful of the old Daily Field Cards at $.25. Also for pur-
chase are the logo decals ($1.25), patches ($3.00), T-shirts 
($10.00), sweatshirts ($10.00) and the guide book Birding 
Western Massachusetts: The Central Connecticut River Val-
ley ($12.00). 

We are very grateful to Birds Eye View in the Village Com-
mons in South Hadley and Backyard Birds at 17 Strong 
Avenue in Northampton for offering a 10% discount to all 
HBC members for all purchases. You can find all sorts of 
birding goodies from feeders and seed to binoculars and 
scopes plus books and tapes and videos and many, many gift 
items. Check them out! 

The Falcon: In the winter of 1998 on the UMass campus 
many people observed a Peregrine Falcon hanging around, 
making dinner out of Rock Doves and perching on top of the 
Campus Center and the Library Tower. David Ziomek 
(Hitchcock Center), Pete Westover and Nick Anzuoni (Town 
of Amherst Conservation Department), Dick Nathhorst 
(UMass Physical Plant), and Curt Griffin (UMass Department 
of Fisheries and Wildlife) placed a nesting box on the Library 
Tower to see what might happen. The bird visited the box and 
was observed exhibiting territorial behavior. According to 
Tom French there was about a 30% chance for successful 
nesting in the first year. According to Dave, the box was in 
for the long haul but it was hard not to be cautiously optimis-
tic for success that year. That was as far as it went in '98. 

Now it is April of '99 and again the excitement is mounting. 
Two birds have been confirmed at the site. A male and a very 
large female have been checking the area since April 9. They 
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have been seen in and around the box, perching and flying 
over and around the library. Dave reports that the roof of the 
tower will be secured to make sure that the birds are not dis-
+grbed. He is looking for information about the birds' activi-

s. Are they sitting on or near the box? Is the male bring-\ 
ng food to the female? Are there courtship flights or other 
ourting behavior? Are the birds banded? Has anyone seen 

them on other buildings? Is there an alternate nest site? The 
female should be on eggs before mid-May or she will not lay 
this year. If you have something you care to pass on to Dave, 
you can reach him through e-mail at 
(dziomek@javanet.com.) If you do not have access to e-mail 
his phone number is (413)863-3221. 

Dianne Quilty has lived in Amherst since 1991. In the early 
'90s she saw a "Big White Bird!" while vacationing in Flor-
ida. Back in Amherst she saw a notice about an HBC meet-
ing which she attended. In the fall of '93 she enrolled in a 
Hitchcock Birding Course then taught by Jan Ortiz. That was 
the beginning of a serious hobby! She was hooked! Big 

time! She went from "look at that Big White Bird!" to be-
coming a serious birder, more and more active and involved 
in the birding community. In 1996 she joined the HBC Board 
and took on the challenging job of Membership Secretary. In 
the fall of 1997 she led her first trip (Monhegan Island — a 
courageous undertaking for a first trip). 

This June Dianne is off to set down roots in Denver, North 
Carolina. She'll be in good birding country where she can 
roll out of bed into a kayak onto Lake Norman for an early 
morning search for her "Big White Bird." 

We are really going to miss Dianne's humor, dedication and 
friendship. Thank you, Dianne, for all you've done for the 
Club. 

We wish you Godspeed in all your new ventures. 

And that about does it for the May Newsletter. Now it's your turn — get out there and find your own "Big White 
Bird"! 

\ally Venman, Newsletter Editor 
013)549-1098 
svenman@external.umass.edu 
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