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PROGRAMS 

All meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. at the Immanual Lu-
theran Church in Amherst. 

The first order of business is to recycle a bit of the I-IBC 
Newsletter dated May 1992. "Have we got a show for 
you!!! Julio de la Torre (well known naturalist, lecturer, 
free lance editor, translator, author, natural history con-
sultant, former opera singer, announcer, narrator and 
teacher) is coming to Amherst." On Monday. March 8 
this multi-talented dynamic speaker returns for the third 
time to present a program to our club. In his program, 
titled A Fresh Look at Flying Felines: New Perspective 
on North American Owls, de la Torre will share with his 
audience his extensive knowledge of these often elusive 
birds. The talk will ,be illustrated with slides and voices 

of owls reproduced on tapes and by this talented speaker 
who was at one time leading basso with the Italian Center 
Opera Repertory Group. Julio is the author of the highly 
acclaimed definitive work Owls: Their Life and Behav-
ior. He has led many ornithological field trips in addition 
to his writing, teaching, editing, translating and singing. 

To come: 

April 12: Sylvia Halkin — The Remarkable Lives and 
Songs of Cardinals. 
May 10: Mark & Marcia Wilson — Arctic Summer: So 
Much Light, So Little Time 
June 14: Jackie Sones — Dragonflies and Birds: Life 
History Similarities and Differences 

FIELD TRIPS 

As we begin to look forward to spring and a time when 
we expand our birding beyond the backyard feeder it oc-
curs to me that new members and those new to birding 
may have no idea what to expect should they want to go 
on an HBC field trip. "As a new birder will I feel out of 
place?" "Will I be welcome?" "Can I keep up with the 
group?" "Will there be bathroom stops?" First of all, 
everyone is welcome. It is especially fin.' for the leader to 
be able to introduce new birders to new birds and birding 
places. Certainly the participant is expected to bring bin-
oculars and wear clothing appropriate io the particular 
trip. If a trip is known to be especially challenging, either 
physically or because of its fast pace (sometimes it is fin 
to see as many birds as possible in the time allotted) it 
will be noted, although obviously the leader cannot pre-
dict everything. Comfort is a priority (as much as is pos-
sible in minus ten degree weather, high above a wind-
swept coast, looking down on Harlequin Ducks.) All ate 
expected to share trip expenses equally (gas figured at 
twenty cents a mile, tolls, etc.). Trips are described in the 

Tewsletters and some of the birds that the leader expects 
to see are named. You are encouraged to call the leader 

any questions that concern you — trust me; they have 
heard them all. It is not always necessary to register for 
the trip, but it helps the leader to know who is going when 

s/he is arranging for car pooling or in the event that plans 
need to be changed. 

Trip Reports: 

On February 6 Shawn Smolen-Morton led birders to the 
Massachusetts South Shore where seventy species were 
tallied. Weather was mostly cloudy with snow late in the 
day and temperatures in the mid-thirties. Highlights in-
cluded a Yellow-breasted Chat, one Glaucous Gull, six 
Long-eared Owls, two Short-eared Owls, one Northern 
Shrike, a Fox Sparrow, a Killdeer, one Eurasian Widgeon 
and seventeen Eastern Meadowlarks. 

On February 13 Scott Sumer led an all-day trip to the 
southeast coast of Maine. Four birders saw forty-two 
species of birds. Highlights included a Tundra Swan, a 
Barrow's Goldeneye, a Bald Eagle, four Black 
Guillemots, one Razorbill, a Rough-legged Hawk, thirty 
to forty Harlequin Ducks and two Pacific Loons. 

And on Harvey Allen's monthly Sweep of the Connecti-
cut River Valley on February 17 eight people saw thirty-
six species including the two Carolina Wrens at the 
Hitchcock Center, the two adult Bald Eagles, Hooded and 



Common Mergansers, Canvas Back, Greater Scaup and 
Iceland Gull in the Turners Falls area plus Red-bellied 
Woodpecker, Bluebirds, a strangely marked Cooper's 
Hawk, Red-winged Blackbirds and the first Turkey Vul-
ture of the year. 

March Trips: 

March's Morning Sweep of the Connecticut River Valley 
on Wednesday March 10 will find Harvey Allen (253-
7963) searching for early returning blackbirds and ducks. 
And as usual there is always the hope for a rarity that 
someone has noticed at the feeder. Join Harvey as the 
valley starts to wake up. 

. On Saturday. March 20 Al Richards will be searching the 
Connecticut River Valley, a natural flyway for ducks and 
geese returning north. This annual half-day trip will ex-
plore the coves of the river from Hadley to Turners Falls 
so dress warmly and with waterproof footwear. Call Al 
(665-2761) for more information and meeting place. 

NEW: Scott Sumer will lead an all-day trip on Saturday. 
March 27 to the Westport area. The group will be look-
ing for a mix of wintering waterfowl and early spring 
migrants. Call Scott (253-7486) for more information. 

Monhegan island: 

We have a problem. At this writing, not enough people 
have signed up for the Annual Memorial Day weekend 

trip. If we don't hear from you soon IT WILL BE 
CANCELLED! 

Do you remember Tom Martin's slide presentation 
April on the Birds of Monhegan Island? Birds are j c 
one part of the experience. Take an island beyond sight 
of the mainland. Take wildflowers and ocean and blue 
skies and night skies filled with star light not city light. 
Take hiking and sitting on rocks looking east over the 
ocean searching for whales. If the weather does not co-
operate there is the comfort of warm fireplaces and lots of 
books. Add good food, good company, lots of laughs and 
a skilled leader to show you around and help you identify 
the many birds you will see and you have a better idea of 
what's in store. 

We leave from Port Clyde, Maine, on Friday May 28 and 
spend all day Saturday and Sunday on the Island, return-
ing to the mainland on Monday, May 31. The cost is 
approximately $220.00 . per person (a bit higher if you 
stay at the Monhegan House) plus shared mileage cost if 
you carpool to Port Clyde, tips, lunches, snacks and an 
optional lobster dinner on the Island. The trip will be led 
by Dianne Quilty and is limited to twenty people. Scott 
Sumer is organizing the trip and has to know how many 
are going NO LATER THAN MARCH 12 so call I' 
NOW (253-7486) to sign on or if you have any 

• dons. As you may have gathered, Monhegan is °ilk,/ 
my absolute favorite spots and if you don't get moving, I 
won't be able to go. I would also be happy to talk to you 
or direct you to those who could answer your questions. 
Give me a call at 549-1098. 

The VOICE 

As birds return in more abundance it seems a good time 
to remind members that Scott Sumer, the Voice of Audu-
bon for Western Massachusetts keeps us informed as to 
what birds are being seen and where. To get this infor-
mation call (413) 253-2218. To report birds you have 
seen call (413) 256-1836. Report the date of the sighting, 
what birds, how many and where. This is used for the 

routine sightings. The Voice is updated weekly but is not 
necessarily monitored daily, so if you want to report a 
rare or potentially rare bird (one that will possibly result 
in the Rare Bird Alert telephone tree being activated) you 
should call Scott directly at 253-7486, Jan Ortiz at 549-
1768 or Jim Marcum at 549-1613. 

CONSERVATION 

We will be continuing the Birds in Forested Landscapes 
(BLF) project linking volunteer birders and professional 
biologists nation-wide in a study of the habitat require-
ments of the seven species of forest thrushes as well as 
the Sharp-shinned and Cooper's Hawks. Although 
thrushes may be common and conspicuous in most forest 
habitats, many of their populations are thought to be de-

dining. By collecting critical data on distribution and 
nesting success of these species, participants will directly 
aid in the development of conservation strategies for the' 
birds. 

This is the third year of the accipiter/thnish study that is 
based on protocol originally developed for the Cornell 



Laboratory of Ornithology's Project Tanager which we 
so participated in. We will be surveying our three 

ilesting thrush species and the hawks in ten forest sites in 
,the Amherst and Northampton areas. Small groups of 
two to four make three visits to each site in April, May 
and June. If you are interested in finding out more about 
the project and/or participating, please contact Anne 
Lombard (586-7509) (lombardarcidayanet.com) for the 

Northampton area or Mary Alice Wilson (548-9078) 
(mwilson@k12.oit.umass.edu) for the Amherst area. 

One date you may wish to save is May 8 when the North 
American Migration Count takes place. This is the na-
tionwide count similar to the Christmas Count when all 
birds seen or heard are counted. There will be more de-
tails in the April Newsletter. 

LIBRARY 

The HBC Library is located in the main room of the 
Hitchcock Center and is available to HBC members for 
browsing and borrowing Tuesday through Friday, 11:00 
- 5:00 and on Saturday 9:00 - 1:00. If you are unable to 
get to the Center for your book, Anne is happy to bring 
your choice to the meeting if you call her (253-7753) no 
later than the Friday before. 

New items in the collection: 

1. The audio tape of Wayne Peterson's Trinidad and To-
bago program - February 2, 1999 
2. The video tape from the same meeting describing the 
Birder's Exchange of Manomet Center for Conservation 
Sciences. 
3. Current ABA publications (Winging It, Birding, Vol-
unteer Opportunities for Birders, and The 1999 Direc-
toty.) 

BIRDING WITH HITCHCOCK 

T-IBC member David Spector will be hosting an "Owl 
rowl" on Sunday. March 14., 3:00 a.m. to dawn. If you 

have not experienced one of these searches this might be 
\-----'fun for you. David is a wonderful teacher who has a spe-

cial feeling for owls. Might be a good follow-up after 
seeing Julio's program. This offering is free, but pre-
registration is required. 

The Center is presenting four programs titled the Birds in 
Literature Series. On Wednesday. March 31 the first 
presenter, Theodore Sargent will give a program titled 
- A Dwelling Place for Owls." His talk will explore the 
use of local birds in the literary works of Connecticut 
River Valley writers and poets, from colonial days to the 
present. The other programs will take place on April 14, 
May 19 and June 9. Call to register. There is a fee. 

The Center is happy to welcome back naturalist Andrew 
Magee who is teaching the birding courses again this 
year. Andrew has a wide-ranging appreciation of birds 
and birding, and brings a decades-long combination of 
professionalism, intuition, book knowledge, field experi-
ence and enthusiasm to his teaching. The SPRING 
CLASS celebrates migration, and is filled with new song 
and new colors as new arrivals greet birders each week. 
Andrew will help class members learn and hone skills of 
identification on eight successive Saturday morning field 
classes beginning on April 3rd. (An all-day trip to Plum 
Island is scheduled for May 22nd.) There will be three 
Tuesday night classes on April 6th, 27th and on Max' 17th. 
For more information call Andrew at 369-9920. For fee 
schedule and to register, call the Hitchcock Center at 
256-6006. 

That's it folks! Hope to see you at Julio's presentation. It should be fun. 

JosA 
Sally Venman, Newsletter Editor 
413-549-1098 
svenman@external.umass.edu 


