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The weekend mail brought me a post card picturing three Ayes Tropicales: Tucan, Paloma del Espiritu Santo and Lapa. The Sender 
found the "beauty of this birding/naturalist trip unbelievable" and assures me that I "would go wild there." I can't wait to share with 
him the fact that while he was enjoying tropical heat, I was building New England character communing with ice and sleet and 
freezing rain. While he was hearing unfamiliar bird songs, I was hearing familiar radio voices telling me to "stay tuned for the list 
of cancellations." My friend has missed a joy not to be recaptured. 'Tis a pity. But before the joy of building character overwhelms 
me I want to bring you the HBC news filled with warm tidings and thoughts of spring. (Please make note that not one word has 
been spoken concerning the heat in Washington.) On January 11, one of the coldest of the cold nights so far, Jan Ortiz treated us to 
the warmth and beauty of Arizona. One hundred and ten of us saw slides of birds and scenery and heard commentary that trans-
ported us out of the current iciness. Many of us relived our own experiences in the Arizona magic, and others were ready to sign up 
and leave the next day, well maybe the day after that. It was the perfect way to start 1999. This first meeting of the new year begins 
a line-up of some pretty special programs. 

PROGRAMS 

All meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. at the Immanual Lutheran 
Church in Amherst. 

On Monday. February 8 it is with great pleasure that we wel-
come Wayne Petersen back for another of his special pro-
grams, this one titled Birding Trinidad and Tobago. Wayne, 
-1 Field Ornithologist at the Massachusetts Audubon Society, 

\ Aas been a frequent and popular speaker at our meetings. lie 
has led many birding trips to the islands of Trinidad and To-
bago and in his slide presentation will introduce us to the 
wonders of typical Neotropical birds found in the area in-

• cluding motmots, jacamars, toucans, woodcneepers, oven-
birds, antbirds, cotingas and manakins. He lectures widely 
and has presented birding workshops for many organizations 
including the American Birding Association and the Institute 
for Field Ornithology. He serves as a New England Regional 
Editor for the American Birding Association's Field Notes, 
chairs the Massachusetts Avian Records Committee, and is 
Vice President of the American Birding Association. Among 
his various publications are Birds of Massachusetts (co-
authored with Richard Veit) and the National Audubon Soci-
ety Pocket Guide to Songbirds and Familiar Backyard Birds 
(East). He has also contributed accounts to The Audubon 
Society Master Guide to Birding, Bird Finding in New Eng-
land and A Birder's Guide to Eastern Massachusetts. He is 
a well known contributor to birding publications and has lead 
numerous birding tours throughout North and Central Amer-
ica, Iceland, Africa, and Madagascar for the Massachusetts 
Audubon Society and for Field Guides, Inc. 

And on the same program, Betty Petersen will bring us up to 
date and briefly discuss the Birder's Exchange; a program 
levoted to collecting used binoculars and optical equipment 

- for distribution in underdeveloped areas. 

Quoting from Betty Petersen's article Behind the Plain Brown 
Wrapper found in the April, 1998 issue of Birding: -The 
Birder's Exchange is a joint project of Manomet Center for 
Conservation Sciences and the American Birding Associa-
tion. It aims to assist in the conservation of Neotropical mi-
grant and resident birds by filling a need for basic equipment 
and tools in Latin America and the Caribbean." Tools we 
take for grained in our bird counts — inocuiars, scope, field 
guides, etc., etc., etc. are sorely lacking in Central and South 
American countries where important work is being done. 
Imagine yourself trying to identify and count species and 
numbers of shorebirds, for example, at expansive staging ar-
eas in Argentina with only your naked eyes. You get the 
idea. Old binoculars and scopes in usable condition, field 
guides and ornithology texts, camera and camping equipment 
donated in years past by Club members are now at work in 
the hands of Latin American biologists and teachers helping 
to protect birds, preserve habitats and educate the public on 
conservation issues. The need continues to be great. Betty 
will give us an update on the program and tell us how we can 
best help. Jan Ortiz at (413) 549-1768 or through e-mail at 
jtortiz@caol.com has again agreed to act as the local collector. 

To come: 

March 8: Julio de la Torre — A Fresh Look at Flying Felines: 
New Perspective on North American Owls. 
April 12: Sylvia Hallcin — The Remarkable Lives and Songs of 
Cardinals. 
May 10: Mark & Marcia Wilson — Arctic Suminer: So Much 
Light, So Little Time 
June 14: Jackie Sones — Dragonflies and Birds: Life History 
Similarities and Differences 



FIELD TRIPS 

Monhegan Island: 

The annual Monhegan Island, Memorial Day Weekend trip, 
the hallmark of HBC Field Trips since the Club's beginnings 
is being planned again this year by Scott Stutter. If you 
have told Scott at some time, any time, that you plan .on 
joining the group don't assume that he remembers. ain't 
assume that you are on the list, even i f you have gone every 
year! As of now NO ONE is on the list. Scott has a clean 
sheet of paper and is taking reservations NOW. 

The group leaves from Port Clyde, Maine, on Friday May 28 
and spends all day Saturday and Sunday on the Island enjoy-
ing the migrating birds, the spring wild flowers, hiking, eat-
ing. laughing and having a wonderful "escape," returning to 
the mainland on Monday, May 31. The cost is approximately 
$220.00 per person (a bit higher if you stay at the Monhegan 
House) plus shared mileage cost if you carpool to Port Clyde, 
tips, lunches, snacks and an optional lobster dinner on the 
Island. The trip will be led by Dianne Quilty and is limited to 
twenty people. Another leader will be added if more people 
are interested. 

Call Scott NOW (or as soon as possible) at 253-7486 for 
more information or to sign up. He needs to get space re-
served. 

Reports: 

Bob Bieda's trip to the North Shore on Saturday, January 9 
had to be cancelled because of the weather. However, he did 
want me to pass on to you that the East Coast birding has 
been excellent. The Thick-billed Mune sightings off An-
drew's Point have been the best in ten years. And if you are 
in the right place at the right moment there have been regular 
sighting's of Dovelcies. It is also a good year for Short-eared 
Owls. Bob suggests that you check the Eastern Voice of 
Audubon (781-259-8805) for what is being seen where. 

On Wednesday, January 13 a warmish overcast day Harvey 
Allen and eleven participants searched local fields and h( 
spots for wintering birds. More than two hundred 
Buntings and two hundred Horned Larks in the Hadley 
Fields, two Carolina Wrens in back of the Hitchcock Center, 
and a Kestrel on Bay Road in Hadley were the highlights be-
fore rain sent everyone home. 

And,. on Saturday, January 23 Stacy Adams led four intrepid 
birders to Quabbin. The weather was drizzly, cold and foggy, 
decreasing visibility a great deal. Not a very birdy day, only 
fourteen species were seen or heard. Highlights on the wide-
open reservoir were Common Mergansers and twenty Scaup. 
At the tower parking area, two Ravens were taking a snow 
bath and five Snow Buntings appeared out of the mist. No 
finches were sighted. The usual mix of chickadees and tit-
mice were present, as were ten Robins. And the group had 
great looks at a Golden Crowned Kinglet — nice and low and 
close. Alt winter birding! 

February Trips: 

Saturday. February 13 is Scott Surner's day to escape the lo-
cal scene for birding in Maine (so you prefer Jamaica? Dream 
on.) Scott loves Maine and will lead this annual full-day trip 
to the southeast -corner of the state. Past trips have had Great 
Gray Owl, Ivory. Gull and Bohemian Waxwing. Maybe not-
this yerz, but the co= pinstty ge-z-dTfor other sougl, 
after birds of winter. Call him at 413-253-7486 

Wednesday. February 17 is the tentative date for Harvey Al-
len's Morning Sweep of the Connecticut River Valley. 
Wouldn't it be nice to clear your mind of winter? Is it too 
early to see and hear the first Red-winged Blackbird, or the 
spring song of the Cardinal or the Mourning Dove? Join 
Harvey and hope for an early Valley wake-up call. Call him 
at 413-253-7963 to make sure of the date. 

BIRDING WITH HITCHCOCK CENTER 

The Center is happy to welcome back naturalist Andrew 
Magee who will be teaching the birding courses again this 
year. Andrew has a wide-ranging appreciation of birds and 
birding, and brings a decades-long combination of profes-
sionalism, intuition, book knowledge, field experience and 
enthusiasm to his teaching. There are to be three separate 
courses designed to flow into each other. All are geared for 
both beginning and experienced birders. The first, a 
WINTER/EARLY SPRING class is designed to give everyone 

a mid-winter break and take advantage of brighter sunlight 
that brings the early spring migrants to the Valley. The 7:00 
a.m. — noon field classes will meet on March 6, 13 and 27. 
There will be an all-day coastal trip on March 20. For more 
information call Andrew at (413) 369-9920. For fee schedule 
and to register, call the Hitchcock Center at (413) 256-6006. 
The next Newsletter will contain information about the next 
two courses. 

BIRDING WITH ARCADIA 

Join Geoff LeBaron. Christmas bird Count Editor for the Na-
tional Audubon Society on Saturday. February 13 when he 
leads a group to some of his favorite birding spots along the 

Rhode Island coast. The group will travel together front" 
Arcadia in a van departing at 6:45 a.m. Call Arcadia (413-
584-3009) for more information, fee schedule and to register. 



ADDITIONAL FIELD TRIP 
On _____ _ t_ ruarvSaturcia Feb 6 Shawn Smolen-Morton will lead an all-d. trip to the South Shore Target birds will be the Pink-footed Goose (if it 

is still being reported), the Shoit-eared and 
lly tunan, Newsletter Editor 

Long-eared Owls, Rough-legged Hawk and the
413-549-1098 

Yellow
-breasted Chat. The group will meet at

Sa Ve 

\-- svenmaiqexiernal.umass.edu 
the Dairy Mart in Sunderland at 5:30 a.m. 

Bring lunch and snacks and dress warmly. Shawn asks 
the group. 
that you call him at 66

5-5196 if you plan to join 

LIBRARY 

From Anne Cann, librarian: 

The HBC Board has appropriated funds for the purchase of 

three new books: 
1. Birders' Guide to Northern California, Lobo and 

Jim Westrick, 1996 
Z San Francisco Peninsula Bird Watching, Se-

quoia Audubon Society, 1991 
3. More Birding by Ear: Eastern and Central, 

Richard Walton and Robert Lawson, 3 cassettes. 

The library is at the Hitchcock Center in a wonderful new 

bookcase , making it much easier to see what's there. It's in 

the main room where we used to have our refreshments, just 

outside the office of Tom Ahvorth, the new director. We ap-

preciate the generosity of the Center for making a home for 

our library. 

A request — Anne is looking for some help. Her intent is to 
arrange the materials by geographic area for the most part, 

but as we get more books, that may need some rethinking. If 

there is anyone who would be interested in working with her 

to develop a clearer system of organizing the books, please 

see her at a meeting or call her at 253-7753. And as always. 

Anne is happy to pick up your choice of book from the library 

and bring it to the meeting if you call her no later than the 

Friday before. Returns can also be made at that time. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Enclosed with this Newsletter is the HBC membership list that Dianne Quilty has compiled for us. It contains all members as of 

January 13, 1999, a list of Board members, a list of other Bird Clubs and stores and additional telephone numbers often used by bird-

ers. Take a moment to check your name, etc. to make sure the information is correct. If not, call me (413-549-1098) and I'll make 

corrections in future Newsletters along with additions as new people join the Club. 

AND. —

:Welcome to rebi Limy, ate sho4i. month when we celebrate *groundhogs and sweetheartt-4nd Presidents and winter's mid point (the 

4 ). Those Of you who have been receiving the HBC Newsletters over the years know that your editor sometimes likes to give the 

readers reasons for celebrating, not always. obvious on the calendars of today. 

For example — how many of you know that February is Home-baked Fudge Month or that the 11th is White Shirt Day in Michigan? 

I'm sure you don't have to be reminded thaFebruary 18 is the 69th anniversary of the discovery of Pluto, but did you know that the 

28th marks the day that all ice houses MUST be off Minnesota lakes, the same day that some communities can be found celebrating 

International Underlings Day? 

But — let's get serious now! How about February 14, Valentine's Day? No Sweetheart, you say? HBC to the Rescue! What a Club! 

If you really desire to spend that special day with that special person try this foolproof method: Go outdoors and count one hundred 

red convertibles, or snowmobiles if more appropriate. Then look for a tall woman in a purple dress and red shoes and a short man 

with a green bow tie wearing a hat with a cardinal's tail feather in the brim. The next person you speak to will be that special per-

SOIL 

Wishing you a warm February, Gladsome Groundhog's Day Greetings, luck in finding a cardinal, and please, please, please remem-

ber to celebrate! 

Keep Warm! Think Migration! Hang in there! 


