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December, 1999 
Dear Friends, 

December, 1999 is not only the last month of the first century 
as we reckon it (just in case you haven't heard) but also 
marks the 100th anniversary of the first CHRISTMAS BIRD 
COUNT (a birder's milestone that is well worth celebrating!) 

The CBC is a census of birdlife taken annually at the end of 
the year across the continent. It was started in 1899 as an 
alternative to the traditional Christmas "side hunt," a time 
when hunters would go out after Christmas dinner, choose 
sides and compete to see which group could shoot the greatest 
number of birds. In protest to this tradition, ornithologist 
Frank Chapman, editor of BirdLore magazine, suggested an 
alternative: a census of birds held on Christmas day. The 
first group of counters numbered 27. Today there are over 
50,000. The National Audubon Society sponsors the count. 

Volunteers count not only the different species of birds but 
also the actual number of individuals during a twenty-four 
'tour period. Thonsands of birdwatchers participate in this 
inajor information-gathering event contributing to what has 
become one of the largest science databases in existence. 
Data fed into the computer show densities of wintering bird 
populations and help to point out cyclical movements and 
evidence of changes in populations. 

BUT — important as the data gathering is — most of us repeat 
this frosty tradition year after year because it is just plain fun 
and a perfect excuse for escaping the holiday madness. The 
most important questions in my head as I gather with warmly 
wrapped friends at the local eatery for a pre-dawn breakfast 
will be Will the Pileated Woodpecker be pounding on the 
same tree as yesterday? Will the snow be too deep or the fog 
too thick to reach the running water in the woods that fea-
tured such feathered treasures last year? Will the flock of 
Waxwings gift us with the Bohemian of several years back? 

You don't have to be an expert birder. You don't have to 
count all day. If you are a beginner, you can be put with an 
experienced birder. Or, you can participate by simply count-
ing birds at your feeders in the warmth of your own home. 

Our local Northampton Christmas Count is being organized 
by Jan Ortiz and will take place on Sunday, December 19. It 
covers an area on both sides of the river. A $5.00 fee to cover 
cost of publishing the results is required from all field observ-
ers. The fee does not apply to feeder watcherS unless they 
wish to be listed with participants in the special CBC issue of 
Field Notes published by American Binding Association. If 
you are interested in participating in this local count either in 
the field or at your feeder and can't attend the meeting, please 
call Jan Ortiz at (413)549-1768 for information and assign-
ment. Jan notes that she is especially eager to attract feeder 
watchers There will be a compilation potluck dinner party 
for all participants after the Count at the Hitchcock Center. 
Joanne Parker is organizing the potluck and would appreciate 
a call so that she can plan on numbers and food. She is look-
ing for casseroles, crock-pot goodies and the like. Picking up 
a pi a, an Atkins pie or a bag of Oreos works just fine as 
well. But please do not stay away if you cannot bring food. 
There is always enough to go around. The Club will provide 
beverages, plates, etc. Please call Joanne at (413)549-7446. 

Other counts: Springfield, Saturday, December 18 (call 
Bruce Kindseth at (860)745-9593; Cobble Mountain, Satur-
day, December 26 (call Seth Kellogg at (413)569-3335); and 
Quabbin, Sunday, January 2 (call Scott Sumer at (413)253-
7486). 

PROGRAMS 
All meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. at the Immanuel Lutheran Church in Amherst. 

December 13 is Members Night, the date for the annual 
holiday meeting when members show their own natural his-
tory slides (but no more than ten slides per person, please.) 
It is also our chance to get an early start on holiday eating. 
We are asked to bring a snack or dessert to share. (DON'T 
,ay away if you don't have time to prepare food We have 

.\---ilots of cookies-in-a-bag for back-up.) The Club will provide 

beverages. Non-members are welcome as always to enjoy the 
festivities but we ask that the show-and-tell extravaganza part 
of the program be members only. Following the program 
plans will be made for the Christmas Bird Counts Come join 
your birding friends for this early holiday party. It's a nice 
way to start the season. 
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Coming Programs: 

January 10: James Baird — Belize: the Ecotourists' Paradise. 
February 14: Clay Sutton — How to Spot Hawks. 
March 13: Susan Smith — Traveling and Birding Papua New 
Guinea. 
April 10: Bill Barber — Birding the Adirondacks: A Boreal 
Bonanza. 

May 8: Mark Lynch and Sheila Carroll — Worcester: Birding 
an Urban Environment. 
June 12: Pete Westover — Special Habitats and Open Spc, 
in Amherst and Surrounding Towns. 

FIELD TRIPS 

Scott Sumer has been filling the role of Field Trip Chair for 
some time now. His increasingly busy schedule and growing 
family have made it hard for him to spend the kind of time he 
would like organizing trips for the Club. Fortunately, there is 
a very able and eager volunteer, Shawn Smolen-Morton, who 
is happy to take over Scott's job. Thank you very much, 
Scott, for your work in the past. I'm glad to know that you 
will continue to lead your own trips! And welcome, Shawn. 
We all look forward to working with you in the future. 
Shawn can be reached at (413)665-5196 or by email at 

Trip Reports: 

On Sunday, November 7, Tom Gagnon led 13 well-bundled 
birders to the Berkshire Lakes in weather that was very, very 
cold. This popular all-day trip netted twenty species of wa-
terfowl, two Northern Shrike, fifty plus Ruddy Duck, a 
Northern Shoveler, three Back Scoter, Mute Swans, an Egyp-
tian Goose (?) and two Bald Eagles. No report on Bartlett's 
Apple Stand for cider and donuts. 

On Wednesday, November 10, Harvey Allen led a group of 
seven to the Northampton West Meadows. Weather was 
warm (500 - 600) under sun and mixed clouds. Thirty-seven 
bird species were seen including five Fox Sparrows, better 
than forty Cedar Waxwings, more than two hundred fifty 
Snow Buntings, Double-crested Cormorants, a Pileated and a 
Red-bellied Woodpecker. 

On Sunday, November 21, Tom Gagnon took birders on the 
annual all-day trip to the East Side of Quabbin. In contrast to 
the Berkshires trip, the weather was quite mild. A total of 

Coming in January: (Please refer to the enclosed Trip List 
for description and details) 

Wednesday, December 15, Morning sweep of the Connecti-
cut River Valley (Harvey Allen). 
Christmas Bird Counts: See above for dates and people to 
contact. 
Saturday, January 8: North Shore — Cape Ann to Plum Is-
land. (Bob Bieda) 

bachman@complitumass.edu should you have questions or 
suggestions. 

Shawn's first order of business has been to draw up a list of 
trips planned for January through June that I have enclosed 
with this letter. Take a moment and look it over. You'll find 
the old favorites plus some new offerings. I'll also be sending 
you monthly reminders in the Newsletter. 

twelve participants saw forty-seven species of birds including 

one Red-throated Loon, eighteen Common Loons, nine 
Horned Grebes, two Bald Eagles calling to each otb-
Greater Yellowlegs, a Vvlite-rumped-Sancipiper, rwo---Nov 
ern Shrike, nine Evening Grosbeaks and fifty-four Snov.--
Buntings. The mammal list included one Beaver, two Otters, 
two Porcupine and tracks of a Moose. Also seen were three 
species of Butterflies: one Cabbage White, three Orange Sul-
phurs, and YES!! One Variegated Fritillary (a new state rec-
ord for this late date!) 

On Friday, November 26, leaders Al Richards and Bob Bieda 
and six participants went on the annual Turkey Trot to Cape 
Ann to explore the many coves of Cape Ann. The weather 
mixed fog, rain, mist and wind (but not cold!), and fortu-
nately the "tough" and "eager" group came well prepared 
with rain gear. A total of fifty-one bird species were seen 
with over one hundred twenty Red-throated Loons and over 
seventy Harlequin ducks! Other highlights included one 
Black Guillemot, six Razorbills and fifteen Red Crossbills. 

Wednesday, January 12: Morning Sweep of the Connecticut 
River Valley (Harvey Allen) 
Saturday, January 22: Winter Finches in Western Massa-
chusetts (Shirley Hilbom) 
Saturday, the 29: Leisurely and Local Saturday Morni / 
(Mary Alice Wilson) 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

Library: 

The Hampshire Bird Club Library is waiting for your use at 
the Hitchcock Center. The regular hours are Tuesday 
through Friday 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and Saturday from 
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. (During vacations it is advisable to 
check the hours before making a special trip to the Center.) 

The catalog is on the BBC web-site. You may call Anne 
Cann (413)253-7753 if you have questions. She'll also be 
glad to bring your request to the next BBC meeting if you call 

Conservation: 

Project Feeder Watch, a project sponsored by Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology is for anyone with a bird feeder. Whether you 
are an amateur or a professional birder, you will enjoy moni-
toring the birds that visit your backyard bird feeder. And the 
data you collect are put to good use for bird conservation. 
You'll receive a Project Kit with instructions, tips for bird 
feeding, a full-color poster of Common Feeder Birds in your 
region and a colorful wall poster to help you keep track of 
bird counts. Call Anne Lombard (413)586-7509 to get a copy 
of the registration form, or call 1-800-843-BIRD(-11Gist or 
email to comellbirds@comell.edu. 

Encourage waterfowl awareness_among educators-and young 
birders! K-12 students and teachers are invited to learn more 
about waterfowl and wetlands conservation by being part of 
the Junior Duck Stamp student art project. Participating edu-
cators will receive a list of Massachusetts waterfowl, The 
Duck Stamp Story, notes on waterfowl management from 

a few days in advance. There is a great variety of reading 
material about birds and birding. There are guides to New 
England localities and to the most commonly visited birding 
areas of the country such as Texas, Arizona, California, Ore-
gon and Florida, to name a few, and many books to help you 
plan that dream birding trip. If there are materials you think 
we should have, please let Anne or a Board Member know. 

Massachusetts Wildlife, an activities packet, a 2000 rules 
booklet and a beautiful Massachusetts Junior Duck Stamp 
poster. 

Art will be reviewed in four categories: grades K-3, grades 4-
6, grades 7-9 and grades 10-12. Prizes go to the top 25 en-
trants in each category, and the overall winner will represent 
Massachusetts at the national competition in Washington, 
DC. 

For more information contact Walt Tynan, (413)534-4770 or 
Pam Landry (508)792-7270 x 110. To participate fill out the 
information requested below and send-it by Feb. 1, 2000 to: 
Junior Duck Stamp Program, Massachusetts Wildlife Federa-
tion, do Walt Tynan, 64 Richview Ave., South Hadley, Mas-
sachusetts 01075. 

My students and I would like to participate in the Junior Duck Stamp Program: 

Teacher's name 

School 

Mailing address (street, city, state, zip) 

Daytime phone FAX 

Email address 

Number of students Grade level/Subject 
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Rare Bird Alert: 

Jim Marcum reports that the RBA is off and running and has 
been distributed to the members who requested to be listed. 
For the first time, an electronic list (HBCRBA) is being util-
ized with twenty-seven recipients on the email list vs. twenty-
five on the telephone tree. We anticipate that the email list 
will operate very well and that the smaller number of people 
will result in the telephone tree operating more efficiently as 

Holiday Gifting: 

Sue Fletcher has a solution for people searching for the per-
fect holiday gift. How about a Hampshire Bird Club sweat-
shirt? They are a soft gray with the black and red HBC logo 
on the front. They come in sizes L to XXL. Anyone who 
owns one knows that they are wonderfully soft and easy to 
care for and, of course, just plain toasty warm gorgeous! 

If a sweatshirt isn't your thing, how about a Hampshire Bird 
Club T-shirt available in a variety of colors and sizes. These 

The Field Trip List describing trips from January through 
June is enclosed with this letter. Take a moment and your 
brand new clear empty calendar and fill in some boxes with 
what's really important before the meetings and the papers - 
and the dates with the dentist take over your life. Thank you, 
Shawn, for your fine work! — 

well. The email list is much more flexible in that we can add 
or remove names at any time. If you wish to be added to ( 
removed from) the email list notify Jim 
marcums@fmlimass.edu. The telephone tree will not be re="/ 
vised until next fall. Jim can also be reached by phone at 
(413)549-1613. 

two items plus other bird club paraphernalia will be available 
at our December meeting or by calling Sue at (413)253-2102. 

Birds Eye View in the Village Commons in South Hadley 
and Backyard Birds at 17 Strong Avenue in Northampton, 
two local shops specializing in all sorts of goodies to interest 
birders, are offering a 10% discount to all HBC members for 
all purchases. You can find equipment from feeders and seed 
to binoculars and scopes plus books and tapes and videos and 
many, many gift items Check them out! 

The Membership List as of 12/02/99 is also enclosed. Dottie 
Barnes has spent hours upon hours checking and rechecking 
names and numbers and email addresses. She asks that you 
please look at your own information to make-sure it is act 
rate. If there is an error please let her 'mow and it will `L_} 
corrected and I will pass it on to you. I will also keep you up 
to date on additional new members. Many thanks, Dottie, for 
the many hours! 

If you are reading this, it means you have reached the end of a very long Newsletter! Congratulations! ! ! ! 

This leaves me only to wish you all the very happiest of holidays!!! 
'Til 2000 then 

Sincerely, 

Sally Vemnan, Newsletter Editor 
(413)549-1098 
svenman@external.umass.edu 
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