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It is pretty clear that something is different this month. I began to feel it when I started working 
on this letter. There are more field trips to choose from. It's time to talk about the Wildwood 
Walks. There's talk about Counts and Breeding Birds and trips where at least 100 species are 
expected. 

Then came the memories of past Aprils — way, way, way past Aprils when I felt much the same. 
Remember having to write those "themes" (are they still called that?) for ,English class in high 
school when right outside the window a neighborhood baseball game is in progress or just be-
yond third base the woods promise all those sights and sounds and smells that speak adventure? 
Remember Senioritis in May when you knew that you had to "up" that Stat grade if you planned 
to graduate in June? And you've just discovered the love of your life who waits for you just 
beyond the closed study door 

Right now I sit here in front of the word processor. I have procrastinated in every way I can pos-
sibly think of including writing a list of things to do: polish the silverware, buy a dog so that I can 
have a dog to wnlk, learn Greek so that I can read -the. Odyssey as Homer wrote it, set up a pro-
gram to count and diagram the interactions of the carpenter ants that have again found a way into 
the house, and search the fashion magazines to find just the right outfits to wear on Monhegan 
Island. 

Ahhhhh Spring Enough No more To work 

PROGRAMS 
(All meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. at the Immanual Lutheran Church in Amherst.) 

On Monday, April 12 Sylvia Halkin will be the featured 
speaker. In her program, The Remarkable Lives and Songs of 
Cardinals Sylvia will talk about some surprising discoveries 
and unsolved mysteries in the lives of this familiar species. 
She'll tell us how cardinal reproductive patterns may have 
evolved to adapt to high rates of nest predation; why female 
cardinals sing the same songs as males and sing while sitting 
on their nest; how eating wild grapes may be important in 
giving males their bright red color. She'll talk about reports 
of multiple mates, bare heads, and relationships with gold-
fish. She'll also be happy to answer questions about the 
bird's natural history and behavior observed in your own 

Ickyard. 

Halkin is an Associate Professor in the Department of Bio-
logical Sciences at Central Connecticut State University 

where she teaches courses in ornithology, animal behavior 
and introductory biology and ecology. She is co-author of the 
Birds of North America species account on Northern Cardi-
nals and much of her research focuses on how male and fe-
male cardinals use song to communicate with one another. 
Her undergraduate degree is from Harvard University. She 
did her graduate work (M.S. and Ph.D.) at the University of 
Wisconsin at Madison. 

To come: 

May 10:_Mark & Marcia Wilson -- Arctic Summer: So Much 
Light, So Little Time 
June 14: Jackie Sones — Dragonflies and Birds: Life History 
Similarities and Differences 



FIELD TRIPS 

Reports 

On March 10 eight participants braved cold, snowy, wintry 
weather to follow Harvey Allen to Belchertown where they 
had wonderful looks at the Rough-legged Hawk. The overlook 
at Chicopee Falls gave the group Wood Ducks, Ring Necks, 
Hooded and Common Mergansers, American Widgeon, Mute 
Swan and about one hundred fifty gulls who really rose to 
attention when a Bald Eagle came in for a closer look. The 
ducks seemed unperturbed. The group enjoyed the interac-
tion. 

On March 20 Al Richards and six participants searched the 
Connecticut River Valley for migrating ducks and geese. 
Forty-one species were counted, twelve of which were water-
fowl. The group began the day at the Hitchcock Center where 
the Carolina Wrens were in fine voice and a flock of two 
hundred Robins in the trees surrounding the group were 
making a one-note sound new to Al. Other highlights in-
cluded Snow Geese, American Widgeon, Green-winged Teal, 
Pintails, Ring-necked Ducks and Hooded Mergansers. The 
nesting Ravens on Mount Sugarloaf gave the group great 
looks. 

And, on March 27 Scott Sumer led a group of five members 
on an all-day trip exploring the Westport area. The group 
tallied fifty species, the highlights being Great Egret, lots of 
Ospreys, Piping Plover, Greater and Lesser Scaup and a fe-
male Tufted Duck 

Trips 

On Sunday, April 11 Bob Bieda will be searching for early 
warblers and other spring migrants at the Ashley Reservoir. 
He hopes to see the first Pine and Palm Warblers of the sea-
son. Fox Sparrow, Hermit Thrush and Ruby-crowned Kinglet 
are also possibilities. Remember to dress warmly. Bring 
snacks if you wish. Meet at the Holyoke Holiday Inn at the 
Ingleside Exit at 7:00 a.m. Please call Bob (413-527-2623) if 
you want to go. 

On Wednesday, April 21 Harvey Allen's Sweep of the Con-
necticut River Valley will search for whatever is being spot-
ted. These monthly half-day trips are leisurely-paced and 
focus on seasonal birds in the Valley as well as rarities dis-
covered in the past week Meeting places might vary so call 
Harvey (413-253-7963) for further information. 

On Saturday, April 24 Harvey travels to Plum Island for a 
full day of birding. He hopes to spot waterfowl, herons, mi-
grating hawks and always the possibility, however unlikely, 
of the Ruff. Last year the people on this trip spotted Northern 
Harriers, Ospreys, Merlins (at eye level), eight Glossy Ibis in 

flight and two Piping Plovers. Wear warm clothing, bring 
lunch, drinks and snacks and be prepared for a great trip. Call 
Harvey (413-253-7963). 

May being the big migration month that it is and Wildwood 
Cemetery in Amherst being one of the big bird refueling ar-
eas, I have been asked to remind you that Wildwood is private 
property and we must always remember that we are guests on 
its paths. We have maintained a good relationship with the 
management over the years, and have been assured that bird-
ers are always welcome. Park only in the appropriate places — 
do NOT park on the lawns. Please respect the management's 
simple wishes and use common sense and courtesy when 
birding the facility so that we will continue to be welcome. 

Starting on Tuesday, May 4 and continuing every Tuesday 
and Thursday Morning during the month of May, the Club 
sponsors an Early Morning Bird Walk through Wildwood 
Cemetvy. Some mornings the warblers are dripping from 
the trees and other mornings it's just a nice walk in good 
company. No need to register. Meet the leader in the parking 
area inside the entrance at 6:30 a.m. These walks usually last 
until  8:00 a.m. The leaders will be Chris Page (5/4), Scc - 
Sumer (5/6),—Hirvey Allen (5/UT), Stacey Aaams—(571.5), 
Marcum, (5/18), and Harvey Allen (5/25). At this time 5/20 
and 5/27 are without leaders. If you would be interested in 
leading one of these walks or in being put on a substitute list 
please contact Scott Sumer (413-253-7486). 

On Saturday, May 8 join Tom Gagnon on his annual trip 
around the east side of Quabbin Reservoir. Tom hopes for 
one hundred bird species, and knowing Tom that will be just 
one of the items on the list. This trip is for the day so 
lunches, snacks and water are in order. The trip is limited to 
ten people. You must call Tom (413-584-6353) to register. 

Other trips which will be described in more detail in the fu-
ture letters include: 

May 12— Harvey Allen's mid-week Sweep of the Valley. 
May 16 — Birding the Bike Trail. Scott Sumer. 
May 28 — Start of the Monhegan Island weekend. Scott 
Surner. Trip is FULL. 
May 29 — Poor Man's Monhegan. Plum Island trip. Al Ri-
chards & Bob Bieda. 
June 5— Windsor & Cummington areas. Charlie Quinlan 
June 19 — Whip-poor-will Blow Out. Al Richards. 

I remind you to call the HBC VOICE (253-2218) to lea 
what birds are being seen in the area especially now that the 
spring migration is underway. 



BIRDING WITH HITCHCOCK 
(For more information and to register call the Center at 256-006) 

adrew Magee will again be teaching the Spring Birding 
\--Course (see the write-up in the March Newsletter). Eight 

Saturday morning field classes will begin on April 3. There 
will be three Tuesday evening indoor classes beginning on 
April 6. The Breeding Bird Class also taught by Andrew 
will take place on four successive Saturdays beginning on 
June 5. There is a fee for both courses. 

Butterflies — Now, before you give me a hard time about a 
butterfly not being a bird except that they both start with the 
letter you should know that the study and search for and 
identification of butterflies has become a favorite pass time of 
many, many birders. You may know HBC member Mark 
Fairbrother as an accomplished birdwatcher. He is also the 
President of the Massachusetts Butterfly Club, a chapter of 
the North American Butterfly Association. He will be giving 
a slide presentation of the butterflies found right here in 
Western Massachusetts at the Center on Wednesday. April 7, 
7:00 — 9:00 p.m. This program is free but please pre-register. 

Birding by Ear — on the Holyoke Range, two great hikes 
led by naturalist John Green will tune in to the flood of spring 
migrants while getting in shape at the same time. The first 
hike on April 24, 7:30 — 9:00 a.m. happens earlier than most 
migrants arrive so you can refresh your memory or come as a 

---'!ginner. The second hike on May 15, 7:00 — 8:30 a.m. 
ppens more in the thick of activity. The hikes are moder-

ately steep but will progress at a pace that is comfortable for 

the group. Pre-registration is necessary as group size is lim-
ited. 

Birds in Literature is the title of a new series this spring 
looking at the works of different writers and their use of birds 
as metaphors or as inspiration. Literature from local writers 
in the Connecticut Valley, the influential stories of John Bur-
roughs and the portrayal of birds by Emily and Charlotte 
Bronta will be explored. There will be three lectures. The 
first, A Dwelling Place for Owls given by Theodore D. Sar-
gent was described in the March Newsletter. The second, 
Bird "Browsings" and the Writings of John Burroughs will 
be presented by Tom Alworth, Director of Hitchcock Center 
on April 14. The third, Naturalists and Novelists presented 
by David Spector, Ornithologist will be on May 19. On June 
9 it is our turn to create some of our own literature using 
birds as our theme and motivation. Writer Christian 
McEwen will guide us, suggesting different writing exercises 
to bring out the best of our creative talents. The first two 
lectures take place at the Center. The third lecture and the 
writing workshop will be at the Emily Dickinson Homestead. 
Call the Center for fee schedule and to pre-register. 

Don't forget The Green Scene: FUNdraising Auction on 
Friday. May 7, 5:30 — 8:30 p.m. at the Red Barn at Hamp-
shire College (Rt. 116). Great food!! Great music!! Great 

- bargains!! -Great people!! You can't miss and you'll also 
help support this important environmental organization. 

BIRDING WITH ARCADIA 
(For more information and to register call the Sanctuary at 584-3009) 

Early Morning Bird Walks are held weekly beginning Sat-
urday, April 10, 8:00 a.m. at Arcadia, Graves Farm and 
Marion Sherman Lynes Wildlife Sanctuaries. Free to MAS 
members. 

Birding by Canoe, led by Cyndee Frere, will explore Lake 
Warner on Saturday, May 1. Canoes are provided. There 
is a fee. 

Also on Saturday, May 1, 2:00 — 3:00 a lecture and slide 
presentation given by Pemell Gerver will help us to create 
Gardens to Attract Hummingbirds and Butterflies. There 
is a fee. 

The North American Migration Count will be observed by a 
walk on Saturday, May 8, 8:00 a.m. — 9:30 at the three sanc-
tuaries. Free to MAS members. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Elections: May is the month we elect board officers and 
members for the coming year. The nominating committee 
Jan Ortiz (Chair), Anne Cann, and Mark Mount are in the 
process of drawing up a slate for your consideration. If you 
wish input, now would be the time to get in touch with one of 
them. 

\ ./.udd Stone: "I am now eighty with a life left in me. I wish 
to be among friends with common interests." So wrote Rudd 
Stone, former Curator of Wistariahurst in Holyoke and local 
birding legend. Several years ago the BBC honored Rudd by 

making him an Honorary Lifetime Member. Since January 
1991, Rudd has been a resident of the rest home portion of an 
Agawam nursing home. He feels that he still has a lot to 
contribute and seeks someone to help him to continue to fol-
low his many interests. 

There is a mechanism to help him realize his simple desire. 
It is called the Adult Foster Care Program and it is adminis-
tered through WestMass Elder Care in Holyoke. In this pro-
gram the client is matched with a host family willing to be his 



CONSERVATION 

The fifth North American Migration Count will be held 
nationwide on Saturday. May 8. Similar to the Christmas 
Count in that you count all birds seen/heard on that day, it is 
different in that entire counties are count areas, it has no fees, 
and it occurs in warm weather at the height of the spring mi-
gration. 

Increased participation last year resulted in more towns being 
covered by more observers. Unfortunately, an all day rain 
that was light to medium (editor's note: hard to torrential) cut 
down on the number of species and individual birds seen. 
The total count for the county was 107 species and 3,170 in-
dividual birds. Anne Lombard is coordinating the count 
again this year. She would like to increase and improve the 
coverage of the county. She is looking for one or more par-
ticipants from each town. Simply put, you go to your favorite 
spots, keep count and record what you see/hear. You will 
likely be out there anyway — it is the height of the migration, 
after all. 

Anne asks that you contact her to let her know what location 
you will be covering on May 9. She will send you the form to 
be used when you report. You can also talk to her and pick 
up the form at the April meeting. 

Please refer to last month's mailing about our continuing the 
Birds in Forested Landscapes (l3FL) project linking volun-
teer birders and professional biologists in a study of the habi-
tat requirements of forest thrushes as well as the Sharp-
shinned and Cooper's Hawks. Anne Lombard will be coordi-
nating the Northampton area. She can be reached by phone 
(586-7578) or e-mail (lombarda@javanetcom). The response 
from people in the Amherst area has been so great that coor-
dinator Mary Alice Wilson tells me she has no more sites to 
fill. 

The Amherst Breeding Bird Census will go into its tenth 
year of gathering data in June. Because people go on vaca-
tion and move away there may be a few circuits not covered 
this year. Pete Westover and David Ziomek are looking for 

people who are qualified and interested. Almost 95% of the 
data are gathered by ear so it is necessary that the person have 
a good knowledge of local bird song. If you are interested in 
learning more, please call Pete (256-4045) or Dave (413-863-
3221). 

The Birders' Exchange is another way you might want to 
contribute to the conservation effort. This is the joint project 
of Manomet Center for Conservation Sciences and the 
American Birding Association described to us at the February 
meeting by Betty Petersen. Used but usable birding equipment 
is collected and sent to those in Latin America and the Carib-
bean who are engaged in conservation efforts. If you have 
equipment you would like to contribute, Jan Ortiz has agreed 
to act as the local collector. Call her at (413) 549-1768 or e-
mail her at jtortiz@aol.com. 

The Kestrel Trust/Slobody Project is a land protection op-
portunity that might interest you. A 101-acre property on the 
north side of Station Road in Amherst stretching from the 
South Amherst Common east to the Norwottuck Rail Trail 
will be sold for probable development unless sufficient funds 
can be raised to ensure its protection. Besides being one of 
the key birding areas in Amherst, it has abundant animal r 
in its many acres of open pasture, abandoned fields, yvetlark...-/ 
and wooded flood plain along Hop Brook It has direct con-
nections to the Rail Trail, the Robert Frost Trail, and the 
Lawrence Swamp Conservation Area. $100,000 in private 
donations are needed to take the next step. As of 3/29 almost 
half of that had been raised. If you would be interested in 
making a contribution, checks made out the "The Kestrel 
Trust/Slobody Project" should be mailed to The Kestrel Trust, 
P.O. Box 1016, Amherst, MA 01004. Contributions will be 
held in escrow by the Kestrel Trust until it determines that 
the purchase can move forward. If not, the contribution will 
be returned. 

For more information, call Pete Westover (Town Hall) 256-
4045, or Jim Scott (Kestrel Trust) 256-6233. Or, call me 
(549-1098) for names of additional people to contact. 

LIBRARY 

Anne Cann reminds you that the HBC library, located at the 
Hitchcock Center, is full of great resources for planning 
birding trips. The Center is open Tuesday through Thursday 
11:00 — 4:00 and Saturday 9:00 — 1:00. Library offerings are 

listed on the HBC web site and there is always a copy avail-
able at the meetings. As always, Anne is happy to bring your 
choice to the meeting if you call her (253-7753) no later than 
the Friday before. 



caregiver. It realistically involves a twenty-four hour com-
mitment but the client is entitled to eight hours weekly of 
home health care and two days of adult day care, which is 

Pailable at the Center for Extended Care in Amherst. The 
`---anrunonwealth of Massachusetts will reimburse host families 

$1,300.00 per month for their efforts. 

Further details can be obtained from Dennis McKenna, HBC 
board member (532-3246) or from George Lusignan, Pro-
gram Director of the Adult foster Care Program (538-9020). 

And, finally — I would like to close by getting back to a subject touched upon earlier in this letter 
(page 1, paragraph 2) which is a subject close to the heart of all red-blooded Massachusetts resi-
dents. I have a story to tell — 

It seems that a farmer dies and goes to hell. While down there the Devil notices 
that the farmer is not suffering like the rest. He checks the gauges and sees that 
it's 900 and about 80% humidity. He goes over to the fanner and asks why he's 
so happy. The farmer answers "I like it here. The temperature is just like plow-
ing my fields in June." The Devil is not happy with the answer so he goes over 
and turns up the temperature to 1000 and the humidity to 90%. Soon a check on 
the farmer finds him standing around just as happy as can be. "This is even bet-
ter," says the fanner. "It's like pulling weeds in the fields during July." The 
Devil, now definitely upset, decides to really make the farmer suffer and turns the 
heat up to 120° and the humidity to 100%. This reminds the farmer of working in 
the silo with his friends in August. "Whoa," thought the Devil, "this is really too 
much!" He goes to the controls and angrily turns the temperature down to a 
freezing 25° and 0% humidity. "We'll see what the fanner has to say about 
this!" he shouted 

The Devil looks around and finds the farmer jumping up and down for joy, yell-
ing, "THE RED SOX HAVE FINALLY WON THE WORLD SERIES!!! if" 

"Whoa" about says it from this end of the street as well. This has been a long one! 

Happy Spring! 

Sally Venman, Newsletter Editor 
413-549-1098 
svetunan@extemal.umass.edu 


