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November, 1998 

Dear Friends — 

Last month we had the joy of welcoming Jon Dunn as our speaker. He walked us through the many paths to sparrow identification. 
This morning I face an even greater challenge, one which will take me well into the next millennium I fear. After 15 years of pen-
ning prose and poetry (sorry about that) on my old _friend, the Apple //gs computer/word processor — older than the original Mac to 
anyone who counts that sort of thing - I am facing a new technical challenge. It seems that the old friend is close to dotting its last 
period and if I wish to continue to do newsletters and other things that require a built in Spell checker I have to make a change. So, 
I bid goodbye to my old Clunker — yes, a Clunker, but a Clunker I know — and hello to Windows 95 and Microsoft Word. As I say, 
October was Jon Dunn, today is Chaos. 

PROGRAMS 

All programs start at 7:30 p.m. at the Immanuel Lutheran 
Church in Amherst. The church is on the east side of North 
Pleasant Street in Amherst just north of the UMass School of 
Education. From the center of Amherst follow North Pleas-
ant Street and the signs to UMass. Turn right at the lights at 
the Newman Center and follow North Pleasant through the 
University. At the next light (at the north end of campus) 
keep an eye out ,on the right side just beyond the School of 
Education for the sign indicating the entrance to Immanuel 

,Lutheran. From the center of North Amherst (at the lights) 
drive south on North Pleasant Street about a half a mile and 
look for the sign for Immanuel Lutheran on the left. 

Monday. November 9 

In which species of bird does the female have the brighter 
plumage and is the one that travels south in the winter while 
the male remains behind? Which area was chosen to repre-
sent this bird when the BBC Natural History Unit filmed it 
for a segment of their big new series on birds of the world? 
And, whose expertise was called upon as consultant to this 
project and an earlier one for the David Attenborough pro-
gram focusing on this bird? We'll learn the answers to these 
questions and many more at our November meeting when the 
"who." Daniel Albano. shares his research and experiences 
along the "where." the Connecticut River Valley. while re-

FIELD TRIPS 

On Sunday, October 4 Stacy Adams and five birders enjoyed 
crisp sunny weather on a half-day trip to local hotspots. Aqua 
Vitae Rd. harbored the usual fall sparrows with especially 
good views of Swamp and Lincoln's Sparrows. Other species 
included Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Red-bellied Woodpecker, 
several female Indigo Buntings and the first big flock of Yel-
low-nunped Warblers seen this fall. Water Pipits and White-

searching the "what," the Belted Kingfisher. His slide pres-
entation is titled Queen of the Stream, the Behavioral Ecol-
ogy of the Belted Kingfisher. He will discuss these distinctive 
birds by contrasting their behavior and evolution with other 
bird species. He will focus on differences in sex roles in-
cluding coloration, parenting and migration that he learned in 
his research. 

David served twice as consultant to the British Broadcasting 
Corporation Natural History Unit, which filmed kingfishers 
here in 1994 for David Attenborough programs and returned 
in 1997 for a new series on birds of the world. Currently a 
doctoral student at UMass, he received his masters degree in 
Zoology from Southern Illinois University where he studied 
nest-site selection and reproduction success of Carolina 
Chickadees. 

Monday. December 7: 

Because Hanukkah falls on the second Monday of December 
this year. we have moved our meeting to December 7. Save 
that date for the annual holiday show-and-tell extravaganza 
when members share their own natural history slides, plans 
are made for the Christmas Bird Counts and we start a per-
sonal training program striving for excellence in holiday food 
consumption. (Lots of great food!) 

crowned Sparrows were added to the list at the Honeypot. 
The next stop was the Ibis pool where about 30 Cedar Wax-
wings came through. 3 lingering Bobolinks added a nice 
touch. Seen by the bridge were a Golden Plover, a Horned 
Grebe, a Common Loon. Solitary Sandpiper and an Osprey. 

Tom Gagnon led ten enthusiastic birders on an all-day trip to 
Quabbin Reservoir on Saturday, October 10. The group re-



corded 54 species of birds including a Peregrine Falcon, 5 
Loons, 3+ Ruffed Grouse with great close looks at one 
perched in a tree at eye level, 50+ Ruby-crowned Kinglets, 
white-crowned Sparrows and Black-throated Blue Warblers. 
5 mammals were seen, but no sun so no butterflies this year. 
Weather could have been better — heavily overcast with in-
termittent mist. The last IA hour treated us to a torrential 
downpour. It was a GREAT day! 

Trips through December: 

Sunday. November 8 — Tom Gagnon will take bird-
ers on an all-day trip to the Berkshire Lakes of Western Mas-
sachusetts. Bring lunch and snacks and wear warm clothing. 
Tom asks that you call him at 584-6353 if you want to join 
the group. which will leave from the Northampton Stop and 
Shop at 6:15 a.m. 

Wednesday. November 18 — Harvey Allen's mid-
week monthly Morning sweep of the Connecticut River Val-
ley will focus on early winter migrants and waterfowl. Call 
him at 253-7963. 

Saturday. November 21 — Tom Gagnon returns to 
Quabbin Reservoir for an annual all-day trip he has led for 
members of the Holyoke Wildlife Club for many years. This 

Call the HBC Voice (Western Massachusetts Voice of Audu-
bon) at 413-253-2218 to learn what birds have been seen in 
the area. For birds in Eastern Massachusetts, call the Eastern 
Voice at 617-259-8805. 

The new Rare Bird Alert list will be activated soon. Jim 
Marcum (413-549-1613) will send the list to all that were in-

AND 

Start your holiday shopping early! 

If all goes as planned, the latest addition to the HBC boutique 
and souvenir shop will have arrived by Monday's meeting. 
Now you can wear the winter edition of the HBC logo on a 
heavy weight gray 50/50 sweatshirt. It comes in sizes Small 
to .XX Large and it's yours for $20.00. I remind you of other 
birding goodies you can purchase at the meetings - the guide 
book Birding Western Massachusetts ($12.00), the logo T-
shirt ($10.00), the logo patch ($3.00) and decal ($1.25), the 

That seems to do it for this month. 
Hope to see many of you at the meeting on November 12 

Sincerely. 
• Sally Venman 

Newsletter Editor 

year he is inviting 10 HBC members to join the group. You 
need to call Tom at 584-6353 to reserve a place. As for all 
full-day trips remember to bring lunch and snacks and be sure 
to wear warm clothing. 

Friday. November 27 — Al Richards (665-: ) 
leads a full-day trip, appropriately called the "HBC Tthxy 
Trot to Cape Anne and Plum Island," leaving from the Dairy 
Mart in Sunderland where Rts. 47 and 116 cross at 5:30 a.m. 
Bring lunch, snacks and plenty of warm clothing. And be 
sure to call Al to register. 

Wednesday. December 16 — Harvey Allen's mid-
week monthly Morning sweep of the Connecticut River Val-
ley will focus on what's being seen - maybe a rare winter 
visitor. This is a good "warm-up" to the Christmas Bird 
Counts. 
Speaking of which, you might want to start now thinking 
about this annual event. Christmas Bird Counts: Saturday,. 
December 19 (Springfield — Bruce Kindseth at 860-745-
9593), Sunday. December 20 (Northampton — Jan Ortiz at 
413-549-1768), Saturday. December 26  (Cobble Mountain — 
Seth Kellogg at 413-569-3335), Saturday. January 2 (Quabbin 
— Scott Sumer at 253-7486). I'll write much more on this in 
next month's newsletter. 
Counts. 

terested in being part of the tree. The RBA will be updated in 
January if enough people wish to be added. 

Enclosed with this letter is a blue sheet with a list of 
Bird Alert numbers to call across the country. Whether you 
are planning a trip or are just not happy with the New Eng-
land winter, it's fun to find out what is being seen in far-away 
places. 

Massachusetts Daily Field Card ($.25) and finally the bumper 
sticker that announces that this is a car the Breaks for Birds 
($.25). 

Also a reminder that the birding stores Birds Eye View in 
the Village Commons in South Hadley and 

Backyard Birds at 17 Strong Avenue in Northampton are 
happy to offer a 10% discount to all HBC members for all 
purchases. 


