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PROGRAMS 

Seabirds of the Northwest Hawaiian Islands will be the featured program at the 
May meeting of the Hampshire Bird Club on Monday, May 11 at 7:30 at the 
Immanuel Lutheran Church in Amherst. Biologist Jennifer Megyesi will present 
a slide show highlighting her research as manager of a tiny wildlife refuge on 
a remote uninhabited island in the Hawaiian chain. During her three years 
associated with the US Fish and Wildlife Service her focus was on 17 species 
of seabirds, including Laysan and Black Footed Albatross. She will also speak 
about the endangered Hawaiian Monk Seal and the Green Sea Turtle. 

Jennifer received her Bachelors degree at the University of Vermont and her 
Masters at Umass. In addition to her work with Hawaiian seabirds she has been 
involved with the avian restoration program on Monomoy Island off Cape Cod. 
She has worked at the Petit Manan National Wildlife Refuge, and as an intern 
at the Vermont Institute of Natural Sciences. Most recently she has done 
research on the Magnificent Frigate Bird. 

A short business meeting will precede the program in order to elect Board 
officers and members for the coming year. The nominating committee (Jan 
Ortiz, chair, Harvey Allen and Anne Lombard) will present the following slate 
for your approval: Jim Marcum (President), Mary Alice Wilson (Vice 
President/Program Director), Mark Mount (Treasurer), Sally Venman 
(Communications Secretary), Dianne Quilty (Membership Secretary), and Board 
members Susan Emerson, Shirley Hilborn, Dennis McKenna, Jan Ortiz, Elaine 
Pourinski and Scott Surner. Nominations will also be accepted from the floor, 
if seconded. 

The last program before the summer break on June 8 will feature Al Hinde who 
will talk about the massive raptor migration through the Israeli port city of 
Eilat on the Red Sea. 

FIELD TRIPS 

I have one field trip to review this month. On 4/25 Scott Surner and four 
participants, undaunted by northwest winds and afternoon rain, recorded 72 
species on Plum Island. It was spring hawk migration time and the group 
observed Broadwing Hawk, Northern Harriers, Ospreys, and many Kestrels and 
Merlins moving at eye level - quite a treat! Another treat was spotting 8 
Glossy Ibises in flight, close enough for a good look. Also high on the list 
of special sightings were 2 Piping Plovers. AND the group found a new place 
to eat seafood! A very, good day! 

Heard in passing early last week: 
"But Mom, all the kids wearing the bill in back." 



Coming up --

5/5 Starting Tuesday, 5/5, and continuing every Tuesday and Thursday 
throughout the month, the Club sponsors an early morning bird walk 
through Wildwood Cemetery. Meet the leader at the gate at 6:30 a.m. 
These walks usually last until 8:00 a.m. I remind you that Wildwood is 
private property. Please park only in the appropriate places and use 
common sense and courtesy when birding the facility so that we will 
continue to be welcome. 

5/9 is the fourth North American Migration Count. 

5/13 This month's focus for Harvey Allen's popular mid-week, half-day trip 
will be on rails (birds, not trains - another of Harvey's hobbies.) It 
could also be the height of the warbler migration. Call Harvey at 
253-7963. 

5/16 is the 1998 Massachusetts Audubon Birdathon which Tom Gagnon is 
coordinating. Officially it begins at 6:00 p.m. Friday the 15th and runs 
through 6:00 p.m. Saturday. It's your chance to join a team traveling to 
many parts of Massachusetts. Teams vary from groups doing general 
birding to a team of two or three people chasing a single target bird. 
Teams bird from a few hours to all day. Call Tom at 584-6353 for more 
information and an assignment. 

5/22 is the start of the Monhegan Island week-end getaway. Leaving early 
Friday morning and returning on Monday afternoon, this is the Club's 
annual long weekend on an island off the Maine coast. The trip is now 
managed by the Hitchcock Center in Amherst with Scott Surner as 
organizer, and Dianne Quilty and David Ziomek leading the bird walks. 
Call the Hitchcock Center (256-6006) or Scott (253-7486) for more 
information. 

5/30 The Shorebird migration is reaching its peak, late warblers are dropping 
into Hellcat, and the greenheads are still larvae. Need to keep the May 
birding fix going a little while longer? To help in this process Bob 
Bieda will lead a full-day trip to Plum Island. Call him at 527-2623. 

6/6 Are there Mourning Warblers in Cummington, MA? Charlie Quinlan 
(634-0334) will try to answer that question and look for the American 
Bittern as well. Meet him at the old Berkshire Snow Basin Ski Area on 
Route 9 in Cummington at 7:30 a.m. for this half-day trip. 

Remember to call the HBC VOICE (253-2218) to learn what birds are being seen 
in the area especially now that the spring migration is under way. 

CONSERVATION 
(Please refer to the April letter for details.) 

The fourth North American Migration Count as described in last month's 
Newsletter will take place on Saturday. May 9. For more information and to 
obtain recording sheets please contact Anne Lombard at 586-7509. 



I remind you about the Birds in Forested Landscapes (BFL) project. Mary Alice 
Wilson will be coordinating the Amherst area sites. Reach her by phone 
(548-9078) or by e-mail (mwilson@k12.oit.umass.edu). Anne Lombard will be 
coordinating the Northampton area. Reach her by phone (586-7578) or by e-mail 
(lombarda@javanet.com). 

The Amherst Breeding Bird Census is looking for qualified people who could 
fill in for vacationing participants. If this interests you call Pete Westover 
(256-4045) or David Ziomek at the Hitchcock Center (256-6006). 

LIBRARY 

The HBC library is housed at the Hitchcock Center and is available to members 
for browsing and borrowing from Wednesday through Saturday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
HBC Librarian Anne Cann will be bringing a small assortment of books and 
journals to the meeting. If there is something you specifically want, she'll 
be happy to bring them as long as you call her by the Saturday prior to the 
Monday meeting. 

BIRDING with HITCHCOCK 
(Call the Center, 256-6006 to register.) 

Gibbous Moon/Lunar Bird Count Star Party: On Thursday. May 7. 8:00 - 9:30 
p.m. Ron Woodland, teacher and Planetarium Director of Bassett Planetarium at 
Amherst College will talk about the constellations of spring and, weather 
permitting, will show us birds migrating north silhouetted in front of the 
nearly full moon. 

Birding by Ear on the Holyoke Range: On,Sunday, May 24 naturalist John Green 
will tune in to bird song while getting in shape as he leads a hike on the 
Holyoke Range. 

BIRDING with ARCADIA 
(Call Arcadia, 584-3009, for more information) 

Starting April 18 and running through June 20 Arcadia is offering Saturday 
morning Bird Walks from 8:30 - 10:00 a.m. at the three Sanctuaries (Arcadia, 
Graves Farm and Lynes.) 

Arcadia will mark the fourth North American Migration Count Day with organized 
morning bird walks at all three of the Sanctuaries on May 9. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Something a little different and special from long-time HBC member David 
Spector will take place on Friday. May 8. 7:30 p.m. at the Clapp Memorial 
Library in Belchertown when he presents a program titled "Naturalists and 
Novelists." He gave this program to our Club several years ago. At that time 
I wrote that his topic joins Thomas Bewick and the Bronte sisters through 
slides and talk demonstrating how the great 19th century English naturalist's 
bird references and insights influenced the sisters in their story telling. 
It was a terrific program! 



TRUE CONFESSIONS 

Your Newsletter Editor has added a new "oops" to her "Oops" Life List. Living 
somewhere in my computer room there is a very secretive, cleverly diabolical 
gremlin. I call him Dingbat. Never actually seen and with mischief well 
disguised, he skulks silently about looking for ways to get me in trouble. It 
was purely by accident that I discovered his latest trick. 

When April's Newsletter was written, rewritten, spell-checked, signed and 
delivered to the printer with a huge sigh of relief (last month's edition 
seemed endless) I celebrated. Three weeks after sending it to the membership 
I discovered that a complete page had been left out. Somewhere between 
computer (which printed it without a sigh) and print shop (which is blameless) 
it simply disappeared. 
Hmmm 

So here are two parts of that page (parts that still apply). 

ZEKE: HBC member Zeke Jakub is in the papers again! In case you missed the 
announcement, the latest coup of this 17-year-old Greenfield High School 
student was being named overall winner at the Regional Science Fair at the 
University of Massachusetts. His study project, "Acoustic Communication and 
Behavior of the Captive American Crow," earned him a free trip to the 
International Science and Engineering Fair in Houston in May. By the time you 
read this, Zeke will participating in another young ornithologists program in 
Panama assisting scientists involved in canal zone bird studies. The Club has 
helped Zeke realize this latest dream trip. He asked me to let you know that 
he will be taking another order for his "EVERYTHING I NEED TO KNOW ABOUT LIFE 
I LEARNED FROM CROWS" t-shirt as soon as he returns on April 22. If you are 
interested, call his home (413/773-7906) or e-mail him (corvus4@juno.com) to 
place your order. Make note of the e-mail address - it is different (but 
correct) from the one on the membership form. 

Zeke is back from Panama and had a terrific time! Surprised? He is still 
taking t-shirt orders. 

and 

HAPPY TO MEET YOU, JONATHAN: Jonathan Gottsche spoke to the meeting in March 
about the Conte Migratory Bird Habitat Survey which I covered in the April 
Newsletter. On a more personal note he wrote in a letter to me (and I pass on 
parts to you) - "I am endeavoring to become a wildlife photographer and I 
would greatly appreciate any opportunity to collect subject material within 
the Connecticut River Valley. I am interested in being notified of 
photographic occurrences ornithological ... I would love to reach Hampshire 
birders and try to capture on film what it is that makes us so enamored with 
birds." Jonathan comes to the area with a whole lot of experience working and 
studying in the natural world as a naturalist and an educator. At present he 
is trying to assemble a decent bird photography portfolio. He hopes to use 
his photographic work to "disseminate information about birds, birders, and 
birding, promote ethical birding practices and bring into being economic and 
environmental values." He would love to talk to any of you about any of this. 
Jonathan can be reached by phone (413/586-9158) or by e-mail 
(gotch@javanet.com). 



THE HBC STORE: First the decal, then the patch, third the t-shirt and bumper 
sticker, then the guide book, and now --- drum role --- the ever-expanding HBC 
store is making available to you, our valued members, for the unbelievably low 
sum of a quarter ($0.25) the Massachusetts Daily Field Card Check List. WHAT 
A CLUB! You might even want to start your Holiday shopping early this year. 

NOW FOR THE REALLY SERIOUS STUFF 

Always on the search of new words to expand my vocabulary the following were 
suggested for my consideration. 

The task: Work one word per day into a sentence. 

AQUADEXTROUS (ak wa deks trus) adj. Possessing the ability to turn the 
bathtub faucet on and off with your toes. 

LACTOMANGULATION (lak to man gyu lay shun) n. Manhandling the "open here" 
spout on a milk container so badly that one has to resort to the 'illegal' 
side. 

PEPPIER: (pehp ee ay ) n. The waiter at a fancy restaurant whose sole 
purpose seems to be walking around asking diners if they want ground 
pepper. 

DE-JA-MU: (day jah moo) n. The feeling that you have heard this bull before! 

The challenge: Create your own words, send them to me and be PUBLISHED. 

and 

While involved in a major archaeological dig into Sally's World, starting with 
the HBC files, I spent quality time on the year 1993. It was there that I 
found the following and knew that the membership needed it NOW, in the spring, 
in order to evaluate birding skills in self and prospective mates and/or 
buddies. Pin it up in a place of prominence for daily perusal. Let it be 
your guide. You'll thank me. 

Performance Factor Far Exceeds Norm Exceeds Norm Meets Norm Needs Some Im- 
provement 

Does not Meet
Minimal Standards 

Pursuit Ability 
Leaps trees with a 

single bound 
Needs a running 
start to leap trees 

Can leap 
large bushes 

Crashes into bush
when attempting 

to leap over it 
Catches poison ivy

Locating Birds in 
Binoculars 

Faster than a 
Peregrine 

Falcon 

Fast as a Chimney 
Swift 

Not quite as fast as 
a Chimney Swift 

Would you believe 
a slow Chimney ey 

Swift? 

Has trouble 
locating chimneys 

Field Work 
Walks on water 

consistently 
Walks on water in 

emergencies 
Needs log to get 

over water Drinks water Spills water 

Credibility Talks with God Talks with Roger 
Tory Peterson 

Talks with 
himself Argues with himself Arg Loses 

arguments 

Sight 
Identification 

Eyes of an eagle Eyes of a 
Blue jay 

Needs 
binoculars 

Needs 
binoculars in good 

light 

Can't find 
binoculars 

Sound 
Identification 

Can recognize 
birds from a 
single chip 

Can recognize 
birds by song 

Can identify some 
birds 

by song 
Can hear songs Eh? 
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