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PROGRAM: The last program before summer break will feature Alan J. Hinde 
showing slides and sharing his experiences during the massive raptor 
migration at the raptor banding station in Eilat, an Israeli port city 
on the Red Sea. The program is titled "Eilat: A Birdwatcher's Paradise" 
and will be presented on Monday. June 8 at 7:30 at the Immanuel Lutheran 
Church in Amherst. 

Al's lifelong fascination with raptors developed in the late 1970's 
while searching for Red Kites and Golden Eagles in Wales and Scotland. 
Starting in 1980 he spent four summers monitoring and color banding 
Peregrine Falcons at eyries in Southwest England. Two summers were then 
spent reintroducing Peregrines in New Hampshire and Vermont for Cornell 
University. He received his Federal Master Banding permit in 1985. He 
began his own projects banding and monitoring wintering raptors in the 
Great Basin of Nevada and Utah in collaboration with HawkWatch 
International, and radio-tracking Cooper's Hawks in New Mexico and Bald 
Eagles on the San Carlos Apache Reservation in Arizona. He spends each 
fall banding raptors at Cape May Observatory in New Jersey. 

In 1988 he and Bill Clark (raptor field guide, author and director of 
Cape May banding) established a raptor banding project in northern 
Israel. And in 1996 they established a banding project in southern 
Israel which Al now directs and from which he has just returned. This 
project monitors the largest flyway of birds of all types in the world 
(estimated to be 2 1/2 billion - WOW!). 

Al will have slides of raptors in hand, local habitat and scenery, and I 
suspect some very interesting tales to tell. Hope you can join us. 

FIELD TRIPS: Before getting to the lists I want to acknowledge and 
thank Bob Bieda for his many years of service to the Club as Field Trip 
chairman. We have one of the most active Clubs in New England and this 
is due in part to the many trips offered. Bob has coordinated this 
constantly growing list, not an easy and often a thankless job. He has 
decided it's time to bird more and plan less - he certainly has earned 
it. Thank you, Bob!!! Scott Surner has volunteered to carry on. Thank 
you, Scott. 

To save time and space I'm simply listing the destination and leaders 
for summer trips and ask you to refer to the yellow trip list for more 
details. I have extra copies if you have lost yours. Call the HBC 
VOICE (253-2218) to learn what birds are being seen in the area. 

Saturday, June 6: Search for Mourning Warblers in Cummington. Charlie 
Quinlan (634-0334). 

Wednesday, June 10: Morning Sweep of the Connecticut River Valley. 
Harvey Allen (253-7963). 

Saturday, June 13: Search for Golden-winged Warbler. Al Richards 
(665-2761). 



Friday, June 19: Whip-poor-will Evening. Al Richards (665-2761). 
Saturday, June 20: Grasshopper Sparrows and Upland Sandpipers at 

Westover Air Reserve Base. Bob Bieda (527-2623). 
Sunday, July 26: Seabird trip from Provincetown with the Allen Bird 

Club. Seth Kellogg (569-3335). 
Monday, August 3: Morning Sweep of the Connecticut River Valley. 

Harvey Allen (253-7963). 
Saturday, August 29: South Beach, Chatham, Cape Cod for shorebirds. 

Bob Bieda (527-2623). 

Tom Gagnon, one of the best all-round naturalists in our club, will be 
leading butterfly walks for the Massachusetts Butterfly Club this 
summer. Call him for information (584-6353). 

In case you are fortunate enough to be planning a birding trip to Alaska 
this summer please note and pay heed to the following public service 
announcement: Hikers are warned to wear tiny bells on their clothing 
when in bear country. The bells warn away most bears. Hatch the trail 
paying particular attention to scat in order to be alerted to the 
presence of Grizzly Bears. One can easily identify Grizzly droppings by 
the tiny bells in it. 

SUMMER BIRDING CLASS: Naturalist, teacher, artist, author and HBC 
member Andrew Magee has a wide-ranging appreciation of birds and 
birding. He taught the very successful winter and spring birding 
courses through the Hitchcock Center this year, drawing on a 
decades-long combination of professionalism, intuition, book knowledge, 
field experience and, especially, enthusiasm for teaching. He has been 
birding in the Valley since his early childhood and has conducted 
breeding bird surveys in Litchfield, CT for three decades. His courses 
are geared for both beginning and experienced birders. 

He is now proposing a logical step beyond spring migration -- a class 
focusing on breeding birds. It will meet on the four Saturdays in June 
with a possible fifth on May 30. Classes will run from 5:30 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m., a time frame that takes advantage of early light and dawn 
song and that allows the group to go farther afield to more diverse, 
interesting spots where birds can be found on their breeding grounds. 
He described what he has in mind for this new class at our May meeting. 
It sounds very appealing. If you are interested call him NOW at 
665-3768. 

In order to prevent brain deterioration over the summer, here are two 
more words to work into your vacation vocabulary: 

PHONESIA (fo nee zhuh) n. The affliction of dialing a phone number and 
forgetting whom you were calling just as they answer. 

PUPKUS (pup kus) n. The moist residue left on a window after a dog 
presses its nose to it. 



CONSERVATION: From Ann Lombard: A group of Northampton area members of 
the Hampshire Bird Club have adopted the Lake Trail at the Fitzgerald 
Lake Conservation Area. We will do ongoing maintenance of this fine 
birding trail several times a year. The first gathering to walk the 
trail with be on Saturday, June 6, National Trails Day. If interested 
please contact Anne by phone (586-7578) or by e-mail 
(lombarda@javanet.com). 

Pete Westover is still looking for 3 qualified people to participate in 
the Amherst Breeding Bird Census in June. If interested call Pete 
(256-4045). 

VACATION POINTER # I: -- A Point to ponder peacefully on a quiet summer 
beach: Why Yawning is Contagious: You yawn to equalize the pressure on 
your eardrums. This pressure change outside your eardrums unbalances 
other people's ear pressures, so they must yawn to even it out. 

LIBRARY From Anne Cann, Librarian: The HBC Library is located at the 
Hitchcock Center and is available to you during the summer at the usual 
hours (9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m., Wednesday through Saturday). Check the 
many guides and resources to increase your summer trips and birding 
enjoyment. The ABA journals, Birding and Winging It are great for those 
rainy summer days, and if you are lacking bird guides, tapes, or gear 
the ABA Sales Catalog has every imaginable birding resource to tempt 
you. 

We have received some donations which will soon be cataloged and on the 
shelves. If you have some bird books which you are no longer, using that 
you think HBC members might enjoy, please pass them along to the 
library. 

Most of the time books come and go without difficulty. However.-- the 
following are lost. It would be wonderful if they could be found and 
returned: 

Martin Bramwell ed, The World Atlas of Birds, Mitchell Beazley 
London, 1974. 
Roger Tory Peterson, A Field Guide to the Birds, Eastern, 2nd 
edition, 1987 
Birding, ABA Journal, V.XXVII, No. 1, February, 1995. 

Anne can be reached by phone (253-7753) or e-mail (cann@uhs.umass.edu). 

VACATION POINTER # 2: -- A Point to ponder politely on a magnificent 
mountain peak: If an infinite number of rednecks riding in a infinite 
number of pickup trucks fire an infinite number of shotgun rounds at an 
infinite number of highway signs, they will eventually produce all the 
world's great literary works in Braille. 



Hummingbirds on vacation 

Here is a list of the newly elected Board members, what they do for the 
Club and how to contact them. We appreciate your input. Let us hear 
from you. 

Officers: 
President: Jim Marcum (549-1613) (jmarcum@fnr.umass.edu) 
V. Pres. & Program Chair: Mary Alice Wilson (548-9078) 
(mwilson@k12.oit.umass.edu) 
Treasurer: Mark Mount (253-5169) (msmount@pltpath.umass.edu) 
Membership Sec'y: Dianne Quilty (253-7568) 
(dquilty@phast.umass.edu) 
Communications Sec'y: Sally Venman (549-1098) 
(svenman@external.umass.edu) 

Members at Large: 
Sue Emerson (584-6736) (wemerson@javanet.com) 
Shirley Hilborn (253-6462) 
Dennis McKenna (256-8439) 
Jan Ortiz, (549-1768) (jtortiz@aol.com) 
Elaine POurinski (582-0786) (epourinski@aol.com) 
Scott Surner, (253-7486) (ssurner@aol.com) 

Others: 
Conservation Committee Chair: Anne Lombard (586-7509) 
(lombarda@javanet.com) 
Field Trip Chair: Scott Surner (253-7486) (ssurner@aol.com) 
Library: Anne Cann (253-7753) (cann@uhs.umass.edu) 
Newsletter Editor: Sally Venman (549-1098) 
(svenman@external.umass.edu) 
Rare Bird Alert: Shirley Hilborn (253-6462) 

VACATION POINTER # 3: -- A Point to ponder poetically by a gentle meadow 
brook: When a cat is dropped it always lands on its feet, and when 
toast is dropped, it always lands with the buttered side facing down. I 
propose to strap buttered toast to the back of a cat; the two will 
hover, spinning inches above the ground. With a giant buttered cat 
array, a high-speed monorail could easily link New York with Chicago. 



ZEKE takes his caws to the State Science Fair 
(as reported by Don Kroodsma, advisor and friend) 

Kresge Auditorium, MIT, Cambridge, MA, May 2, 1998: 

Hundreds of students, parents, teachers and friends had gathered for the 
closing awards ceremony. At stake were awards worth over $200,000.00. 
Zeke, our local crow enthusiast, was among the hopeful recipients. 

Honorable mentions were named first. Dozens of students walked across 
the stage to gather their awards. Zeke was not among the awardees. 

Third place awards and then second place awards were called. Dozens 
more students walked across the stage. Still no Zeke. 

So it was Top Honors or nothing! Suspense built as each student's name 
was called. And as each name was called, it seemed less and less likely 
that Zeke would be recognized. I began searching for counseling words: 
"Judges are idiosyncratic." "Your work is so different." "It's the 
luck of the draw." Nothing felt right. 

"And those are all your first place winners," the master of ceremonies 
announced. 

Wait! We had been told that there were two more awards, the Grand 
Prizes so to speak. These two awards were beyond first place. I 
glanced over at Zeke. He was visibly nervous. He was truly at the 
point of "all-or-nothing." And then ... 

"EZEKIEL S. JAKUB --- WINNER" 

I lost track of details at this point. Relief! Jubilation! Whew! 
Zeke received a significant college scholarship to go anywhere and is an 
alternate for a major scholarship at Umass. 

"MI"  CONGRATULATIONS ZEKE  

VACATION POINTER # 4: -- A Point to Ponder Profoundly -- Period'''''' 
Rene Descarte is in a bar. At last call, the bartender asks him if he'd 
like another drink. Descartes says, "I think not" and disappears. 

Have a great summer 


