
HAMPSHIRE BIRD CLUB 
January 1998 

Date: January 2, 1998. 
Task: Write HBC Newsletter. 
Approach Attitude: Procrastination Preferred. 
Action: Delay Action. Clean out Drawers. 

Surprise: An article (date unknown) torn from magazine (name unknown) titled The Amazing Flight 
of Thrush No. 1231-40012. With the article a picture -- a Kent McFarland holding a bird, a thrush 

-- a Bicknell's Thrush (a new species the result of a recent species split). 
Coincidence: Kent McFarland from the Vermont Institute of Natural Science (VINS) is to be our 

speaker on Monday, January 12. 7:30 p.m. at our new home, the Immanuel Lutheran Church in 
Amherst. His subject will be the Bicknell's Thrush! 

THERE ARE NO COINCIDENCES 

The recent Gray-cheeked/Bicknell's Thrush split has complicated the reporting and recording pro-
cess. According to Bird Observer (October 1997) the identification of the two thrushes is so 
difficult that "until the interspecific identification points have been worked out and we have all 
gained more experience with this new species pair [we] will relegate all these thrushes to the 
category of Gray-cheeked-types." 

Kent joins us to help us unravel some of the identity problems that bother birders. His program 
is titled A year in the life of a Bicknell's Thrush. He will relate the results of studying this 
"new" species on its breeding ground in Vermont and winter habitat in the Dominican Republic. 

Mr. McFarland, a graduate of Allegheny College with a Masters degree from Antioch New England 
in Keene, NH has studied the Bicknell's Thrush for six years. He has completed a monograph on 
the Tennessee Warbler for the Birds of North America series and he will write on the Bicknell's 
Thrush for that series field. • 

This will be the first of regular monthly meetings at the Immanuel Lutheran Church in Amherst. It 
is with sadness that we leave the Hitchcock, home since our beginnings in 1984, but our membership 
has grown to a point where attendance at many of our programs is greater than the Center can 
comfortably and safely accommodate. The HBC owes the Hitchcock a tremendous thanks for the many 
years of space and support. Our growing library will remain at the Center and you will continue 
to be informed of events at Hitchcock of special interest to birders through this Newsletter. 

The new site is really very nice as the 160 people who attended the Owl program in October will 
surely attest. It's easy to get to, there's lots of parking and there's a lovely big meeting 
space. However, the Program Committee will be needing some help from the membership. Next 
month I will send you a wish list of needed goods and services and a plea for help. Right now we 
know we will need people willing to help on the set-up and/or clean-up detail. Call Dennis 
McKenna (256-8439) or Sally Venman (549-1098) if you can lend a hand. 

DIRECTIONS: The Immanuel Lutheran Church is on the east side of North Pleasant Street in Am-
herst just north of the UMass School of Education. From the South: from the center of Amherst 
follow North Pleasant Street and the signs to UMass. Turn right at the lights at the Newman 
Center and follow North Pleasant through the University. At the next light (at the north end of 
campus) keep an eye out on the right side just beyond the School of Education for the sign 
indicating the entrance to Immanuel Lutheran. From the North: from the center of North Amherst 
(at the lights) drive south on North Pleasant Street about a half a mile and look for the sign for 
Immanuel Lutheran on the left. 



FIELD TRIPS 

Trip reports --

The last field trip of November, the annual "Turkey Trot," was led by Al Richards. He reports 
that the day began as a sunny, cold one then turned cloudy with light snow. Conditions at Cape 
Ann were "most pleasant." Six participants saw 52 species. An abbreviated list included 
Razorbills, Harlequins, Purple Sandpiper, Guillamots, an adult King Eider, all the Scoters, 
Gannett, and Black-legged Kittiwake. A highlight was a melinistic Chickadee. The bird had a 
black cowl with the rest of the body shades of dark gray, no white at all. 

The first field trip of the year, the annual "Day One Bird Blitz," was led by Scott Sumer. 
Weather was clear and very cold. Six well-padded, hearty participants saw 44 species. 
Highlights included a Carolina Wren, Wild Turkeys, a Yellow-rumped Warbler, Peregrine Falcon, a 
very friendly, rather bizarre Ruffed Grouse brought to the group by Scott's hand clapping, 
Savannah Sparrow, a Dickcissel and a Northern Harrier. We apparently missed a Northern Shrike by 
minutes. Even with that miss it was a great way to start the new year! 

Coming up --

On Saturday, January 10 Bob Bieda (527-2623) will lead an all-day trip to the North Shore of 
Massachusetts. It's great to see the first Common Eider and White-winged Scoters of the year. 
Add to this the possibility of Razorbill and the slight possibility of Snowy Owl and who cares how 
cold and windy it is (yeah, sure Bob!). Meet at the Dairy Mart in Sunderland at 6:00 a.m. for 
this annual trip. Wear warm clothes and bring lunch and snacks. 

On Wednesday, January 21 Harvey Allen (253-7963) leads the monthly "Morning sweep of the 
Connecticut River Valley" trip. Hopefully longspurs and Snow Buntings will be in the meadows. 

On S_aturday, January24 Al Richards (665-2761) leads a trip to the Cape (Falmouth to Plymouth) 
leaving from the Hitchcock Center at 5:00 a.m. or the Ames parking lot near the Palmer turnpike 
entrance at 5:30 a.m. Bring lunch and snacks and plenty of warm clothes. 

LIBRARY UPDATE 

Anne Cann (253-7753) reports that the following guides have been purchased for the collection: 
ABA Birder's Guide to Virginia, 1997, ABA Blrder's Guide to Florida, 19%, and the ABA Birder's 
Guide to Colorado, 1997. 

The library of Margaret Brown, an enthusiastic HBC member who recently passed away, has been given 
to the HBC library in her memory by her daughter. It includes a wonderful variety of bird 
materials. There are video tapes, audio tapes, illustrated books and classics such as Konrad 
Lorenz' book on the behavior of the Greylag Goose. HBC member Susan Smith's book titled The 
Black-capped Chickadee, Behavioral Ecology and Natural History is also available. 

We have been given duplicates from the Hitchcock Center Resource Library. If your interests in 
birds and travel leads you to Egypt or East Africa or Southeast Asia, there now are birding guides 
for you. Or, check out the recent issues of Bird Watch Ireland also donated to us by a friend. 
Much appreciation to all who have given to enrich our library collection. 

Until further notice, you will find the HBC Library at the Hitchcock Center which is open for 
Wednesday through saturday, 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Please check the schedule around vacation times 
as it may not be open then. 
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