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PROGRAMS 

Digging back into the ancient records of the HBC, I fmd that the Club's very first 
program on April 9, 1984 featured Dave Nelson whose presentation was titled "Quabbin 
Eagle Reintroduction." Now, fourteen years later, the Bald Eagle population in 
Massachusetts will again be the subject of the program at our meeting on Mondays
February 9, 7:30 p.m. at the Immanuel Lutheran Church. Long-time HBC member Clifton 
Read will discuss the return of the Bald Eagle to the state with emphasis on the Eagle 
Restoration Project at Quabbin Reservoir. He will also share the findings of the recent 
mid-winter eagle survey. 

Clif is a graduate of the University of New Hampshire and has a master's degree from 
Antioch New England in Keene, New Hampshire. He is Supervisor of Interpretive Service 
for the Metropolitan District Commission at Quabbin Reservoir. I first knew Clif as 
Public Programs Coordinator for the Hitchcock Center and later as the Center's Acting 
Director. As a new birder I took the Center's Spring Birding Class which he taught. 
Also digging back into the ancient HBC files I find that Clif presented programs to the 
Club on Tanzania, Senegal and Gambia. It's great to welcome him back. 

Future presentations include Susan Smith on March 9 sharing her recent arctic adventure; 
Tom Martin on April 13, showing his outstanding slides from Monhegan Island; Jennifer 
Megyesi on May 11 who will take us to Hawaii; and Al Hinde on June 8 who will talk about 
the massive raptor migration through the Israeli port city of Eilat on the Red Sea. 

FIELD TRIPS 

TRIP REPORTS: On January 10 Bob Bieda led a group of 12 (14 for part of the time) on 
the annual winter trip to the North Shore. The weather was "the best ever - mild, 
clear, no wind." 57 species were seen. Highlights included Harlequin Duck (30+), 
Purple Sandpiper, Black-headed Gull, Snowy Owl, Red Crossbill and White-winged 
Crossbill. 

On January 21 Harvey Allen "swept" the Connecticut River Valley on a day featuring a 
wind that was blowing a gale (Sounds wonderful, Harvey.) In spite of the cold, the 
group was able to get great views of Snow Buntings and Lapland Longspurs showing 
themselves a mere 10 yards from the road in the East Meadows. 

Coming up --

CHANGE IN SCHEDULE -- On Wednesday. February 18 (NOT February 25) Harvey Allen 
(253-7963) leads the monthly "Morning sweep of the Connecticut River Valley. Wouldn't 
it be nice to clear your mind of winter? Is it too early to see and hear the first 
Red-winged Blackbird, or the spring song of the Cardinal or the Mourning Dove? Join 
Harvey and hope of an early Valley wake-up call. 

Saturday, February 21: February is tough for birding, so let's escape to Maine. (So 
you prefer Jamaica? Good luck!) Scott Sumer (253-7486) loves Maine and will lead this 
annual full day trip to the southeast corner of the state. Past trips have had Great 
Gray Owl, Ivory Gull and Bohemian Waxwing. Call him for more information and the 
meeting time and place. 



March's "Sweep" on Wednesday, March 4 will find Harvey searching for early returning 
blackbirds and ducks. And as usual there is always the hope for the rarity at someone's 
feeder. 

HBC LIBRARY NEWS 

Notes from Anne Cann: 

The HBC library is housed at the Hitchcock Center and is available to members for 
browsing and borrowing from Wednesday to Saturday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The most recent 
copy of Winging It, the ABA Newsletter, has a very comprehensive article on pelagic 
trips from Newfoundland to Alaska, along the Canadian and North American coasts. And 
thanks to a member's gift, there is a nice small collection of brochures and maps of 
local state forests and some western parks that can be borrowed or copied. 

Anne will be bringing a small assortment of books and journals for members to borrow at 
HBC meetings. Borrowed materials can also be returned at that time. If there is 
something you specifically wish to borrow, she will be happy to bring the item from the 
Hitchcock Center to the meeting as long as you call her by the Friday prior to the 
Monday meeting. 

MORE for BIRDERS 
(or) 

There's a whole lot out there to tempt the birder away from things like homework or jobs 
or families or writing Newsletters! 

BIRDING COURSES at HITCHCOCK: The Center is happy to welcome back an old friend, 
naturalist Andrew_Magee who will be teaching the birding -courses this year. Andrew- has 
a wide-ranging appreciation of birds and birding, and brings a decades-long combination 
of professionalism, intuition, book knowledge, field experience and, especially, 
enthusiasm to his teaching. He has been birding in the Valley since his early childhood 
and has conducted breeding bird surveys in Litchfield, CT for three decades. These 
courses are geared for both beginning and experienced birders. 

WINTER BIRDING: 4 Saturday mornings - February 21, 28; March 7, 14 (7:00 a.m. - noon.) 

SPRING BIRDING: 8 Tuesday evening indoor class sessions beginning March 17 (7:00 p.m. - 
9:00 p.m.) followed by 8 Saturday sessions in the field starting March 21(7:00 a.m. - 
noon). A trip to Plum Island is also planned. 

BIRDING MONHEGAN ISLAND with HITCHCOCK: Led by Dianne Quilty and David Ziomek, this 
traditional birding trip over the long Memorial Day weekend, May 22 - May 25, is being 
offered through the Center to HBC and Hitchcock members only. The group departs from 
Port Clyde, Maine on Friday and spends all day Saturday and Sunday enjoying migrant 
birds, wildflowers, hiking, eating, laughing and the special wonders of this island 
paradise. 

Preregistration is required for the classes and the trip. They fill quickly. Please 
call the Center soon at 256-6006. There is a fee. 

WINTER BIRDS AT PLUM ISLAND through ARCADIA: On Saturday, March 7 (6:45 a.m. - 9:00 
p.m.) Geoff LeBaron will be leading a winter field trip to this favorite birding spot. 
The group will travel by van from Arcadia. Call the Sanctuary (584-3009) for fee 
information and to register. 



Also at ARCADIA: GANNETS OF BONAVENTURE, a program presented by John Green, Naturalist 
and Nature Photographer, on Saturday, February 28 (1:30 p.m. - 2:15 p.m.) And on 
Saturday, March 7, (1:00 - 2:00 p.m.): GRASSLAND BIRDS, a program presented by Andrea 
Jones, Mass Audubon Grassland Conservation Coordinator. There is a fee. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

RARE BIRD ALERT: Shirley Hilbom has updated the RBA for Valley & Beyond and has sent 
copies to the people on that list. If, by chance, you have not received yours please 
give Shirley a call (253-6462). There were no changes to the Valley Only list. 

The 1997-1998 membership list is almost ready and will be sent to you soon. Let Dianne 
Quilty know (253-7568) if there are changes that should be made. 

Bird News of Western Massachusetts subscribers can expect the first issue to arrive in 
late winter. The 1998 Winter issue contains the records for the Fall, 1997. 

BACKYARD BIRDS at 17 Strong Avenue in Northampton is happy to offer a 10% discount to 
all HBC members for ALL PURCHASES. Since we do not have membership cards, the store 
will accept a Newsletter with a mailing label showing that it has been sent to you by 
the HBC as proof of membership. Simply show it when you make your purchase. The offer 
is good through August, 1998 and is for members only. 

In addition to helping members to enjoy birding, one of the purposes of the HBC is to 
engage in activities supporting the education of its members. We are especially eager 
to encourage young people who have shown a serious interest in natural history in 
general and birds in particular. Last year we had a perfect opportunity to do just this 
when we helped HBC member Zeke Jakub realize his dream of attending Camp Chan Chich, an 
international camp in Belize for young birders offered by VENT and co-sponsored by ABA. 
The trip, limited to sixteen participants was designed to give young birders a unique 
opportunity to become familiar with important neotropical genera and to experience the 
tropical forest under the tutelage of some of the best naturalists around. It was an 
incredible experience for Zeke - one that he worked extremely hard to see realized! 
Zeke has proven himself over and over! 

Now he has been accepted into another young ornithologists program, this one sponsored 
by the Ornithology Department from The Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia and 
the Panama Audubon Society under the direction of Sally Conyne and Dr. Ridgely running 
April 4- 13. The purpose of the trip is to combine cultural and canal tourism with 
birding, habitat study and field work assisting scientists involved in canal zone bird 
studies. Zeke will be staying an additional week to continue to study and to bird with 
a Panamanian student he met at the Chan Chich camp. 

Most of the cost of the trip is being covered by a scholarship awarded to Zeke from The 
Academy of Natural Sciences but he does need to raise an additional $800. We can help 
him by purchasing his most recent T-Shirt creation based on reflections while raising 
two crows, Corvus and Coraz, in his back yard - a story in itself. The T-Shirt is gray 
with black print of two crows and the text "EVERYTHING I NEED TO KNOW ABOUT LIFE I 
LEARNED FROM CROWS." He is taking orders now. He is also available for a slide 
presentation on raising his crows and his research for which he asks a donation. For 
more information give Zeke a call at 413-773-7906. 



I talked to Jim Marcum recently and he asked me to let the membership know that there is 
still room on the list for the trip to Venezuela, October 14-28, 1998. Jim Marcum and 
HBC friends will bird from cloud forest to coastal deciduous forest, along Andean 
mountain streams and glacial lakes, on the treeless paramo above 8,000 feet, in Henri 
Pittier and Sierra Nevada national parks. Andean-Cock-of-the-Rock, Bearded Helmetcrest, 
Torrent Tyrannulet, Lacrimose Mountain-Tanager, 6,000 American Falmingos, Burnished-buff 
Tanager is just a sample of what you may see. Visit the lovely city of Merida set on a 
plateau surrounded by the country's highest peaks, Pico Bolivar and Pico Espejo, both 
over 16,000 feet. Although the trip is designed to focus primarily on the montane areas 
of the Andes and the coastal range, participants will also visit the Morrocoy National 
Marine Park and some of the surrounding lowland areas. 

David Ascanio, Venezuelan naturalist will serve as local guide on this trip handled by 
Caligo Ventures, Inc. For further information contact Jim at 549-1613 or email him at 
marcum@fnr.umass.edu 

Guess that does it for another fun-filled sit at the computer. Hope you can soften 
winter a bit by taking in some of the events described above. See you at Clif's program 
on Monday? 

Sincerely, 

Sally Venman 
Newsletter Editor 

P.S. Well folks, the impossible, the improbable and the down-right unbelievable has 
happened. Your humble scribe and passer-along of important information has surrendered 
to passage of time and explosion of technology. No longer able to bear the weight of 
abuse from my tacky, techy friends I have joined the masses (oh defeat -- sad, sad, sad 
defeat), given up another thread of independence, and have registered my name on the 
great computer network of the sky. I, Sarah G. Venman, succumbing to pressures no 
longer bearable can now and forever after be reached and informed through email!!! 
Let the drums roll!!! My email address is: 

svenman@extemal.umass.edu 

Now if I can ever figure out how to get into husband Bill's computer where I can read 
volumes of mail I'll really have this technical phobia thing licked. Right! Don't I 
wish. 

Let it be known, however, that I still answer the telephone, read and answer letters. 
(Well - most of the time.) 


