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DECEMBER!! YES! DECEMBER!! No way! Wasn't the Fourth of July just the day-before-yesterday? The rapid approach of the 
"giving" season is already giving your All-Purpose, There For You Secretary (APTFYS) fits of anxiety. Your APTFYS suspects 
that she can't possibly be alone in her panic and has found a way to help herself and others similarly impaired. You will find the 
fruits of her research at the end of this Newsletter. 

But, there is one annual December event that your APTFYS anticipates with great joy and about which she happily passes on infor-
mation and an invitation to you. the 

CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 

The CBC is a census of birdlife taken annually at the end of 
the year across the Continent. It was started in 1899 as an 
alternative to the traditional Christmas "side hunt," a time 
when hunters would go out after Christmas dinner, choose 
sides and compete to see which group could shoot the most 
birds. The National Audubon Society sponsors the count. 
Volunteers count not only the different species of birds but 
also the actual number of individuals during a twenty-four 
hour period. Thousands of birdwatchers participate in this 
major information-gathering event. Data fed into the corn-

fter show densities of wintering bird populations and help to 
- oint out cyclical movements and evidence of changes in 
populations. 

You don't have to be an expert birder. You don't have to 
count all day. If you are a beginner, you can be put with an 
experienced birder. Or. you can participate by simply count-
ing birds at your feeders in the warmth of your own home. 
Our local count (Northampton Christmas Count) is being 

organized by Jan Ortiz and will take place on Sunday. De-
cember 20. It covers an area on both sides of the river. A 
$5.00 fee to cover cost of publishing the results is required 
from all field observers. The fee does not apply to feeder 
watchers unless they wish to be listed with participants in the 
special CBC issue of Field Notes published by American 
Bircling Association. If you are interested in participating in 
this local count either in the field or at your feeder and can't 
attend the meeting, please call Jan Ortiz (413-549-1768) for 
information and assignment. Jan notes that she is especially 
eager to attract feeder watchers. There will be a compilation 
party for all participants after the Count at the Hitchcock 
Center. This will be a potluck dinner organized by Marty 
Ortiz. If you are interested in contributing to the potluck (not 
mandatory) please give Marty a call at 413-7720580. 
Other counts: Springfield, Saturday. December 19 (call Bruce 
Kindseth at 860-745-9593); Cobble Mountain, Saturday. De-
cember 26 (call Seth Kellogg at 413-569-3335); and Quabbin, 
Saturday. January 3 (call Scott Sumer at 413-253-7486). 

PROGRAMS 

All programs start at 7:30 p.m. at the Immanuel Lutheran 
Church in Amherst. The church is on the east side of North 
Pleasant Street in Amherst just north of the UMass School of 
Education. From the center of Amherst follow North Pleas-
ant Street and the signs to UMass. Turn right at the lights at 
the Newman Center and follow North Pleasant through the 
University. At the next light (at the north end of campus) 
start keep an eye out on the right side just beyond the School 
of Education for the sign indicating the entrance to Immanuel 
Lutheran. From the center of North Amherst (at the lights) 
drive south on North Pleasant Street about a half a mile and 
look for the sign for Immanuel Lutheran on the left. 

Because Hanukkah falls on the second Monday of December 
this year. we have moved our meeting to December 7. This is 

the date for the annual holiday show-and-tell extravaganza 
when members show up to ten of their own natural history 
slides, plans are made for the Christmas Bird Counts and we 
feast on snacks and desserts brought by members. Come join 
your birding friends for an early holiday party. Bring your 
slides and food to share. (DON'T stay away if you don't have 
time to prepare food. We have lots of cookies-in-a-bag for 
back up.) It's a nice way to start the season. 

Trogons, tanagers, orioles, buntings and spectacular scenery—
birds and beauty to warm us on a dark cold January evening. 
Plan to be at the meeting on Monday. January 11. 1999 when 
Jan Ortiz will give a slide show sharing her experiences 
"From the Desert to the Sky Islands: Birding Southeastern 
Arizona." 



If you have a brand new, empty 1999 calendar that is begging 
for entries you might want to make note of future programs. 

February 8: Wayne Petersen on Birding Trinidad and Tobago 

FIELD 

Reminder - The HBC field trip policy states that automobile 
transportation cost for long-distance trips be set at twenty 
cents ($.20) per mile per car (a real bargain) plus tolls and 
parking fees. All persons in the car (including the driver) 
will be expected to share the cost equally. It is understood 
that the driver keeps track of the mileage and all riders pay at 
the end of the trips. This is club policy and no driver should 
expect to be paid more and no rider should expect to pay less 
that the twenty cents a mile. 

Reports - 

Harvey Allen's monthly Morning sweep of the Connecticut 
River Valley trip on October 18 took eleven people to the 
Ashley Reservoir in Holyoke. Temperatures were cool but the 
sun shone. The Reservoir and its mixed habitat gave the 
group good looks at woodland as well as water birds. Thirty-
five species were seen including Golden-crowned Kinglet, 
Red-breasted Nuthatch, Brown Creeper, Common and 
Hooded Merganser, and excellent looks at an Osprey and a 
Raven. 

On November 8 Tom Gagnon led an all day trip to the Berk-
shire Lakes. Sixteen participants viewed Northern Shovelers, 
Coots. Gadwalls. Ruddy Ducks, Hooded Mergansers, Red-
heads, Green-winged Teals, American Wigeons, Buffleheads, 
one Lesser Scaup. one male Pintail and six hundred Ring-
neck Ducks! At Barry Mountain in the Pittsfield State Forest 
Red-tail Hawks, one Sharp-shinned and two Ravens were 
spotted. The highlight of the day was found at the Moran 
Refuge where an adult Goshawk perched on top of a tree was 
observed for fifteen minutes. 

On November 21, four birders (including leader Tom Gag-
non) saw four Bluejays, four Winter wrens. four Blue Birds 
and four Snow Buntings at Quabbin. The weather was great 
but the birds N'ere not in abundance. There were no northern 
finches. There were. however, fifteen species of waterfowl 
spotted, among them thirteen Common Loons, four Red-
necked Grebes and fifty-six Hooded Mergansers. Other 

March 8: Julio de la Torre on North American Owls 
April 12: Sylvia Halkin on the lives and songs of Cardinals 
May 10: Mark and Marcia Wilson on the Arctic Summer 
June 14: Jackie Sones on Dragonflies and Birds 

(' 
' TRIPS I  ,1d -

sightings inc . sed seven Bald Eagles, nty wild Turk ys 
and two Snipe. When traveling with Tom you can also x-
pect to see other specialties of the natural world. Th4up 
counted three deer, three otters and two porcupines. TTi e 
flora category Poison Sumac and the very unusual C 
Grape Fern were seen. 

Upcoming Trips: 
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Wednesday. Decem er 16 is the Allen's 
Morning sweep of the Connecticut River Valley. Hopefully a 
rare winter visitor will be in the area. If not, Harvey will start 
scouting for the Christmas Bird Count Call him at 413-
7963 for more information. 
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On Saturday. January Bob Bieda (413-527-2623) will lead — 
group to the Massachusetts North Shore. It's great to be 
to see the first Common Eider and White-winged Scoters of 
the year. Add to this the possibility of Razorbill and the 
slight possibility of Snowy Owl and who cares how cold and 
windy it is? (Yeah, sure, Bob!) This annual all-day Club 
trip starts at 6:00 a.m. in Sunderland. Call Bob for more in-
formation and to register. Bring snacks, lunch and plenty of 
warm clothes. 

Wednesday. January 13 is the date for Harvey Allen's Morn-
ing sweep of the Connecticut River Valley. Hopefully there 
will be longspurs and Snow Buntings in the meadows. Call 
Harvey (413-253-7963) for more information. 

And a NEW trip is being planned for Saturday. January 23 
when Stacy Adams will take birders on a half-day "Quabbin 
Roundup." For more information give Stacy a call at 413-
367-0177. 

LIBRARY NEWS 

The HBC library created and maintained by Anne Cairn has a 
new location in the main room on the first floor of the Hitch-
cock Center and a new bookcase to house the collection. It is 
very easy to use the library. Instructions are posted at the 
bookcase along with cards, pencils, etc. There are field 
guides, lists and books on birds of North America, Eastern 
and Western U.S.. South America and other foreign countries 

as well as miscellaneous birding books, photographs, maps, 
periodicals, games, videos, audio tapes and recordings. For 
those who have access to the Internet, there is a listing of ti-
tles on the HBC webpage. There is also a list you can exa,- - 
me at meetings. And, of course you can go to the Hitchcoa,/ 
Center to browse during business hours. Anne is happy to 
pick books up for you from the Center and bring them to the 



_ meeting if you call her at 413-253-7753 by the Friday prior to 
the Monday meeting. 

3 items from the library have disappeared and Anne has 
no name to track them down. Anne would really like the lost 
to be found. 

1. Roger Tory Peterson, A Field Guide to the Birds, 
Eastern, 2 nd Ed., 1987 

2. Birding, ABA Journal, Vol. XXXVII, No 1, Feb. 
1995 

MISCELLANEOUS 

The new Rare Bird Alert has been activated. Just this past 
Thanksgiving weekend people were alerted to two Short-
eared Owls spotted in the East Meadows in Northampton. 
Jim Marcum reminds you that the RBA will be updated in 
January if enough people wish to be added. Call him at 413-
549-1613 if you are interested. 

If all goes well and the computer angel smiles upon us in 
early '99, you will receive a list of BBC members giving ad-
dresses, phone numbers and e-mail addresses as recorded by 

you on your membership form. Call Dianne Quilty (413-253-
7586) or me (413-549-1098) if you prefer not to be listed or if 
there are changes we may not have. 

Enclosed with this letter is a Feeder Checklist to enhance 
your winter feeder viewing pleasure. This is just for fun — 
we're not doing a survey (surprise!). Get copies of the chart 
made at your local copy place so recording can continue past 
January. 

AND —

Your APTFYS personal shopper has again been researching 
the catalogues in hopes of taming the shopping monster and 
offers the following: 

You have no doubt seen the ads for the singing bird clocks so 
opular this year. -Learn to identify wild bird songs in the 

\-._.4.:omfort of you own nest- promises one. It's the sort of thing 
your Great Aunt Matilda would buy for you if only it was not 
so expensive. Imagine HBC member Regina Van Heerden's 
surprise when she found one advertised for a mere $5.00. 
Gina is a very good birder and looking closer, she became 
puzzled. - That Nashville just doesn't look right." "What a 
strange looking chickadee." - What are these birds?" Upon 
an even closer look (with a magnifying glass I would bet) she 
made out the names: Caculus canorus, Presella collais, 
Zosterops japonica. A quick trip to her book on the two-part 
Latin scientific names showed her that she was looking at 
birds of Japan. Now that's a gift for a very special person. 
She has translated all the Latin names into English and I'm 
sure she would be happy to discuss this unique gift with you 
in more detail. Thank you, Gina. 

For the serious birder on your list, consider the Night Mariner 
Binocular for spying on nocturnal wildlife. It is shock proof, 
waterproof and floats in case of a capsizing canoe. And, it's 
only $2,395.00. For personal safety on those nighttime ex-
plorations. you might want to add the Flashing Airplane 
Strobes. They clip to the belt or hat making you visible to 
vehicles (cars, planes or canoes). The claim is that you'll 
stand out like a neon sign from up to 2,600 feet (11/2  miles) 

Have a wonderful holiday season. 
Sincerely, 
Sally Veltman (APTFYS for short), Newsletter Editor 

away. This personal strobe light is yours for only $12.95 — 
the perfect stocking stuffer t make sure that your favorite 
birder stays safe at night. 

For birders who are also ii llor cat people,, there are two 
items of interest., First is the Deluxe Indoor Cat Playground 
with plush acrylic hammocks for cat napping and carpet cov-
ered corrugated tube beams for claw sharpening and climb-
ing. The deluxe model comes with a spring-action cat toy 
and can be yours for $59.95.• On a more delicate subject, the 
Self-Cleaning Litter Box is available for $179.95. A built-in 
microprocessor-controlled system automatically cleans up 
after the cat, signaling a sifting comb, which moves through 
the length of the box, scooping up waste and depositing it into 
a PVC plastic holding cartridge. 

For those of you who do not appreciate whimsy in brightly 
wrapped holiday packages I remind you that the HBC bou-
tique has added the logo sweatshirt to its list and that the 
birding stores Birds Eye View in the Village Commons in 
South Hadley and Backyard Birds at 17 Strong Avenue in 
Northampton are happy to offer a 10% discount to all HBC 
members for all purchases. 

I hope I have been some assistance. And I hope to see you at 
the church for the December meeting and in the field for the 
Christmas Bird Count. 


