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June 25, 1998: - It was dusk in Newfoundland's Gros Morne National Park. 
We were camped on one of the planet's oldest geological treasures, in 
eye contact with a family of soon to be fledged, extremely raucous 
ravens on the next-door cliff. I was occupied defending myself against 
giant mosquitoes and black flies bent on carrying me off as sacrificial 
meat to the great god ITCH when a "who-who-who" broke through all other 
sounds. It was repeated. The ravens quieted. Seeing no HBCers around 
to make fun of my vocal attempts I "who-who-who"'d back. Surprise of 
surprises - my "who-who-who" was answered. A conversation ensued. I 
knew from the call that the "who-who-wheer was moving toward me, but no 
movement, no sight confirmed this. Being a graduate of many Hitchcock 
Birding Courses I declared it to be an OWL! But, which one? The field 
guides and an ancient Newfoundland bird list helped me narrow the field 
down to two possibilities. 

Every night the conversation was repeated. I spent much of one night 
outdoors bathed in citronella, flashlight at the ready carrying on a 
conversation with my rapidly improving "who-who-wheing. The owl was 
there, but not to my eyes. 

The next camp site we visited had two of the "who-who-who"ers to torment 
me. Same story. By now, with help from a ranger, I knew I was being 
haunted and teased by the illusive Boreal Owl - a bird I have searched 
for un3u,, , f611, when it has wintered in our area. I can still hear 
and answer the call in my sleep. I know they saw me, but, no, I never 
saw them. LIFE BIRD! Do I, count it? 

July 12, 1998: Still in Newfoundland, summer home to thousands of 
Northern Gannets, Puffins, Murres, many warblers, boreal finches and 
others. Also for the looking were whales, including a pod of migrating 
Orcas, bears, including one that visited us one evening just as we were 
finishing dinner, moose, caribou, snow peaked mountains, amazing 
stretches of wilderness, bogs, incredibly beautiful wildflowers looking 
impossibly delicate in such rough surroundings, glacial rock, ocean, and 
interesting, welcoming, genuinely friendly people. I not only recommend 
Newfoundland as a summer destination, I REALLY recommend it! We picked 
up about every brochure and map in existence and would love to talk to 
anyone interested in a summer holiday there. 

August 28, 1998: The end of August is in sight and I can no longer put 
this off. So once again I call for a little help from my friends, Mr. 
Chocolate, Ms. Diet Coke and the aging genderless Apple word processor, 
and . . . with huge expenditure of energy, I pull myself out of the lawn 
chair. An excruciating climb up the stairs brings me to the computer 
room. A tremendous, soggy "kerthupp" places me in a chair facing the 
darkened screen. With my last ounce of energy I flip the switch that 
starts the computer that leads to the program that writes the Newsletter 
that informs all HBC members and would-be members that the HBC year runs 
from September to August, and it's 

DUES-PAYING TIME!!! 



I have been looking over the programs and field trips that have been 
offered over the thirteen years we have been around and am really amazed 
at how we have grown into the active and exciting Club we are today. 
Our speakers (many our own members) are some of the best academic and 
field ornithologists and nature photographers of our time. We have been 
informed, challenged and entertained by them. Our field trip offerings 
have taken us to local spots for morning birding or further afield for 
all-day trips. At present we are working to find ways to be able to 
continue to offer trips of longer duration (weekends on Monhegan Island 
and the Connecticut Lakes, and week-long trips to Arizona and 
Yellowstone for example) which have been led by our own knowledgeable 
people. We have also gone outside our club and arranged with 
professional groups to take us to Trinidad and Tobago and to Costa Rica. 
Our membership also enjoys use of the HBC lending library and 
opportunities to work with others on conservation programs directly 
related to birding. 

One of the goals of the HBC is to keep cost of membership as reasonable 
as possible. As with any community organization there is a whole lot of 
volunteer time that goes into making things happen, but the Club still 
has two main expenses - the cost of bringing quality programs to the 
community and the cost of mailings to keep members informed. Both of 
these costs are on the rise and our budget is getting tighter and 
tighter. Our ONLY income is from membership dues, which remain 
unchanged. Simply stated, IF THERE IS ANY WAY THAT YOU COULD JOIN AT A - 
SUPPORTING LEVEL (Birder, Big Birder or Rare Birder) IT WOULD BE VERY 
HELPFUL. 

You will find all you need to know to join the CIO or to renew your 
membership on the enclosed Membership and Release forms. Please note 
that on the Membership form we are asking for your e-mail address if you 
have one. This information will be included on the Membership list sent 
to members in January. Also enclosed is the Rare Bird Alert form. Note 
that this form needs to be in no later than October 1 if you wish to be 
on the new tree. 

PROGRAMS 

David Holmes will inaugurate the fall season as featured speaker on 
Monday. September 14, 7:30 p.m at the Immanuel Lutheran Church, 827 
North Pleasant Street in Amherst. The topic, illustrated with slides, 
will be "Tale of Two Islands: Appledore Island, Maine, and South East 
Farallon Island, California." 

Holmes has been juggling his two life passions for music and birds since 
childhood. His formal studies were in music and with that training, he 
runs a private studio teaching piano and flute. Using his more 
informally amassed birding knowledge, he has been heavily involved in a 
migration banding station on Appledore Island in the Isles of Shoals, 
six miles off the New Hampshire coast for over 20 years. The station is 
part of the Shoals Marine Laboratory, run by Cornell and the University 
of New Hampshire. He is one of the initial group of "Trainers" for the 
North American Banding Council, has served twice on the Maryland/D.C. 
Rare Bird Records Committee, and has conducted 320 official U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service Breeding Bird Survey Routes. He has also been 
involved in mist-netting projects in the mid-Atlantic region and 
American tropics. He currently teaches birding skills at Johns Hopkins 
University in Baltimore and regularly presents programs for bird clubs 
throughout Maryland. 



We are indeed fortunate to have David as our first speaker! I hope to 
greet many of you at that meeting. 

Future Programs: 
October 19: Jon Dunn speaking on "Sparrows of New England, Native 

and Vagrant: Basic ID, Status and Distribution." 
November 9: Dan Albano on "Queen of the Stream" - the Behavioral 

Ecology of the Belted Kingfisher (in the Pioneer Valley and 
Beyond.) 

December 7: Holiday Meeting with members' slides, Christmas Count 
planning and great food! 

January 11, 1999: Jan Ortiz - "From the Desert to the Sky Islands: 
Birding Southeastern Arizona." 

February 8: Wayne Petersen on "Birding Trinidad and Tobago, The 
Birders' Exchange." 

March 8: Julio de la Torres on "A Fresh Look at Flying Felines: 
New Perspective on North American Owls." 

April 12: Sylvia Halkin on "The Remarkable Lives and Songs of 
Cardinals." 

May 10: TBA 
June 14: Jackie Sones on "Dragonflies and Birds: Life History 

Similarities and Differences." 

FIELD TRIPS 

The HBC offers field trips to spots easily reached and explored in one 
day. No costs other than travel, meals and incidental fees are 
involved. Please call the trip leader to register so plans, can be made 
for the size of the group and you can be notified if a change is 
necessary. We carpool whenever possible and share in driving expenses. 
Transportation costs are calculated on the basis of $.20 per mile per 
car plus tolls and parking fees. It is expected that all persons in the 
car including the driver share costs equally. 

Field Trip Chair Scott Surner is always happy to hear your suggestions 
of places you would like the Club to visit, or to talk to you if you 
would be interested in being considered as a trip leader. Contact him 
at 253-7486 (home) or 256-0559 (work). The completed fall and winter 
field trip schedule should be ready next month. Meanwhile here are 
several trips to tempt you: 

September: 

On Wednesday, September 9 Harvey Allen leads his "Morning Sweep of the 
Connecticut River Valley," a leisurely-paced, once-a-month, mid-week 
trip focusing on the seasonal birds in the valley and any rarities 
recently discovered. This month could be good hawk watching and it's 
the time of the year to look for the Connecticut Warbler. Call 
Harvey (253-7963) for more information about this half-day trip. 

On Saturday, September 12 Bob Bieda (527-2623) will be helping us to 
sort out the fall warblers in the meadows of Northampton. We hope 
for the Connecticut Warbler but sometimes the fall version of a 
Chestnut-sided looks just as interesting. This trip is mostly 
walking. Meet at the Northampton Bowling Alley at 7:00 a.m. for the 
three-hour search. 



On Saturday, September 19 Steve Johnson (259-1712) will travel to Plum 
Island for shorebirds and warblers. Fall is the best time of the 
year for rarities. We always hope a lost shorebird will find itself 
(and us) on this all-day trip. Plan to bring snacks, lunch and 
seasonal clothes. 

On Sunday, September 20 join Tom Swocek and other Allen Bird Club 
members for a morning of hawk watching on top of Mt. Tekowa. Meet 
Tom at the Westfield City Hall (59 Court St.) at 7:30 a.m. The hike 
up to the Hawk Lookout takes about 30 minutes and is strenuous. Call 
Tom (413-568-0342). if you would like more information. 

On Saturday, September 26 Seth Kellogg will lead an all-day trip to the 
Connecticut Shoreline to search for hawks and late shorebirds. Call 
Seth (413-569-3335) for more details and the meeting place. Plan on 
bringing snacks, lunch and seasonal clothing. 

October: - 

On Sunday, October 4 Stacy Adams will be leading a half-day trip in the 
Hadley/Northampton area during the peak of the sparrow migration to 
B.T.B. (Beat the Bushes) for whatever is passing through. Besides 
sparrows, late warblers are always a possibility. Meet in the 
Hampshire Mall KMART parking lot at 7:30 a.m. Call Stacy at 
367-0177. 

On Saturday, October 10 Tom Gagnon will lead an all-day trip to Quabbin. 
He will travel the old roads on the east side of the reservoir which 
are all that remain of the lost towns. He'll look for late migrating 
warblers on land and early migrating waterfowl on the water. This is 
an all-day trip limited to 16 people. You need to commit to the 
whole day. There can be no leaving early! Plan to bring snacks, 
lunch and warm clothes. Call Tom (584-6353) for more information and 
to reserve a spot. 

On Saturday, October 10 Jim Marcum will lead an all-day trip to Plum 
Island leaving at 5:30 a.m. He'll be searching for shorebirds, 
warblers, other late migrants and of course, sparrows. Bring snacks, 
lunch and warm clothing. Call Jim (549-1613) for more information 
and meeting place. 

On Wednesday, October 14 Harvey Allen will lead his mid-week "Morning 
Sweep of the Connecticut River Valley," concentrating this month on 
sparrows that migrate through the Valley. Call Harvey (253-7963) for 
more information about this half-day .trip. 

NBC LIBRARY 

Librarian Anne G. Cann reports that the Library continues to be located 
at the Hitchcock Center on South Pleasant Street in Amherst. Hours are 
11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday, and 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 
a.m. on Saturday. It is better to call first if you are making a 
special trip as the schedule sometimes changes. Materials which can be 
borrowed include periodicals, guides, books and miscellaneous bird 
related subjects, such as help in planning your birding travel and 
trips. Instructions for borrowing are posted at the library. 

Anne brings a few things to each of the meetings. If there is something 
you especially want, please call her at 253-7753 by the Friday before 
the meeting. 



FALL BIRDING COURSE AT HITCHCOCK CENTER 

More birds can be seen in Massachusetts in September than at any other 
time of the year. The FALL BIRDING CLASS, led by naturalist Andrew 
Magee, will take you through the heart of the migration with shorebirds, 
songbirds and hawks all vying for attention. 

Join Andrew for eight Saturday field trips, including one on Plum Island 
at the migration's height (Sept. 12, 19, 26; Oct. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31) and 
four Tuesday evening class-gatherings (Sept 8, 22; Oct. 6, 20). 

The deadline to register for this popular class is September 4. For 
more information and fee schedule call the Center at 256-6006 11:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday, and 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. on 
Saturday. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Sadly I report the deaths of two NBC members. Arnold Rhodes, husband of 
Grace Rhodes and father of Natalie Drake died this spring. He and his 
family were original members of the Club and familiar faces in the field 
searching out the rare bird. 

Miles F. Hollister died in May. Although fairly new to the area he and 
his wife, who died in December, actively welcomed birders to their back 
yard on the Hadley Cove where we spent many spring days observing 
migrating waterfowl. 

People new to birding or to the area should know that the Kestrel Trust 
and the Hampshire Bird Club have put together a book entitled BIRDING 
WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS: THE CENTRAL CONNECTICUT RIVER VALLEY, which is a 
good guide to where to look and what to look for in this area. The book 
and is available at the meetings. 

HBC WEB PAGE: In the beginning, Tom Amy very generously set up an NBC 
Web Page for early World Wide Web followers and searchers. We are very 
grateful to him! Interest grew beyond what Tom wanted to be responsible 
for and he hoped he could be replaced by another interested soul. HBC 
member Merry Cushing, a skilled Web surfer, came to our rescue and is 
going at it with great enthusiasm and skill. There is a whole lot of 
good stuff to be found on the Hampshire Bird Club Web Site. Check it 
out, especially the related links! The new address to the site is 

http://www-unix.oit.umass.edu/—hampbird/ 

While on the subject of information gathering and giving, the HBC has a 
post office box address where you will be sending your membership forms. 
If you want to get in touch but you're not sure who to get in touch with 
send your letter to the NBC, P.O. Box 716, Amherst, MA 01004-9716. The 
box is checked regularly. 



BIRD'S EYE VIEW, a new birding store opened August 1st in the Village 
Commons (corner of Routes 116 and 47) in South Hadley. Owner and HBC 
member Judy Mitrolka is happy to offer a 10% discount to Hampshire Bird 
Club members on all purchases including binoculars and scopes (Bauch and 
Lomb, Nikon, Zeiss, Kowa etc.) which are already discounted 20% off list 
price and which you are invited to try. Former Club president Shirley 
Hilborn is working at the store Thursday nights and Saturdays and would 
love to see you. 

BACKYARD BIRDS, the birding store at 17 Strong Avenue in Northampton 
continues to offer a 10% discount to all HBC members for ALL PURCHASES 
as has been its practice. 

and FINALLY 

Congratulations! You have arrived at the end of this letter! Now for 
the moment of truth! Take pen in hand, fill in the blank spaces on the 
membership form (if you want to be a member), sign the release form (if 
you want to go on field trips), sign the Rare Bird Alert form (if you 
want to be alerted), and sign a personal check or equivalent (if you 
want us to take you seriously). Place all in a stamped envelope and 
send to Hampshire Bird Club, P.O. Box 716, Amherst, MA 01004-9716. 
PRESTO --- your BIRDING PROBLEMS are solved and the YEAR OF THE BIRD, 
1998 - 1999 becomes a reality! 

If you prefer to join at the first meeting, PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE bring 
your completed forms with you. We'll say THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK 
YOU!!! 

If by any chance you could possibly have any questions after 
plowing through the above illumination, other than "why does she write 
so much?" please feel free to contact me by phone (549-1098) or e-mail 
(svenman@external.umass.edu). 

Sincerely, 

Sally Venman, 

Secretary 


