
HAMPSHIRE BIRD CLUB NEWSLETTER -- October, 1997 

If you take a deep breath and read really fast, you may be able to finish this 
letter before the October meeting. Go for it! 

PROGRAMS 

On Monday, October 20, 7:00 p.m. at the Immanuel Lutheran Church in Amherst we are 
delighted to offer a program designed to appeal to birders of all ages and to those 
who hang out with birders of all ages. Naturalist Marcia Wilson and photographer 
Mark Wilson will share their passion for owls in a program titled Who's Watching 
You? Owls of New England. Marcia will introduce all twelve species that have been 
found in New England with a slide show of photos taken by her husband Mark, a 
well-known wildlife photographer and staff photographer at the Boston Globe. She'll 
imitate the owls' calls, give hooting lessons, then bring out live birds. Marcia 
brings over thirty years of experience in biology, field ornithology and 
environmental education to this colorful program. Mark is a bird columnist, . 
photojournalist and an avid birder. His ability to interpret animal behavior and 
light brings a special dimension to his photographs and educational programs. 
Marcia and Mark make a charismatic team -- photographing, teaching and sharing their 
passion for the natural world. 

Please note that, because we expect a large turnout, we have changed the location of 
the meeting, and in order to make it more accessible to families, we have moved up 
the time. Here's how to get to Immanuel Lutheran Church: 

Immanuel Lutheran Church is on the east side of North Pleasant Street in Amherst 
just north of the UMass School of Education. From the center of Amherst follow 
North rieasant Street and tne signs to iurn right at the  lights at the 
Newman Center and follow  North Pleasant through the University. At  the next Tight 
(at the north end of campus) keep-iTrliWtmt-on-tfie ri ht side .ust beyond We 
School of Education for_the si-qn indicating the entrance to Immanuel Lutheran. From 
the center of North Amherst (at the lights) dFTe south NorthPTiiant Street 
about a_half a mile and look_for the_sign for  ImmahiATIligeran on the left. 

Then, it's back to the Hitchcock Center when on Monday, November 10 Charles Duncan, 
Professor of Chemistry & Environmental Studies at University of Maine at Machias and 
founder and director of the internationally recognized Institute for Field 
Ornithology will join us. He will speak on the distribution, abundance and ecology 
of Red-necked Phalaropes. On December 8 we gather for the annual holiday party when 
members show their own natural history slides and plans are made for the Christmas 
Bird Counts. Details will be in future membership mailings. 

FIELD TRIPS 

Enclosed with this letter is a list of the field trips planned through March 21, 
1998. I'll be reminding you of the monthly trips in each newsletter, but you might 
want to take a moment now to mark your calendars for those that especially interest 
you. Please read the FIELD TRIP TRANSPORTATION SHARED COST statement attached to 
the trip list. It explains the Club policy. And as always, call the leader if you 
have questions. 

The Field Trip Committee thought you might like reading about trips already taken. 
This will become a new monthly feature in the Newsletter if the readers are 
interested and if the leaders fill out the trip report forms. What do you think? 



On an overcast, mild, perfect August 30th Saturday, Bob Bieda and Al Richards led 17 
people to Cape Cod's South Beach. 56 species of birds were seen, 18 of which were 
shorebirds. There were very large numbers of Roseate Terns, many white-rumped 
sandpipers and lots of Hudsonian Godwits. "The scenery was GREAT!" 

On a mild, cloudy September 20th, Bob led a group of 10 on the "Fall Warblers in the 
Meadows of Northampton" trip. The group worked hard for only a few warblers (a 
quick look at a Wilson's, good looks at Parula and Redstart). A total of 34 species 
were recorded which included many Rose-breasted Grosbeaks and Red-eyed Vireos and a . 
perfect Lincoln's Sparrow. The trip finished with a flock of Golden Plovers. 

Trips for now (consult the trip list for more complete descriptions): 

Saturday, October 25: To learn Zeke Jakub's secret birding hot spots in 
Deerfield join this new HBC leader and explore the Deerfield marsh and 
meadows and the hillsides around the Eaglebrook School. This half-day 
trip will start at 7:00 a.m. Call Zeke (773-7906). 

Saturday, November 1: A full-day trip to Plum Island with leader Morris Lainer 
(527-9412). 

Sunday, November 9: A full day trip to the Berkshire Lakes of Western 
Massachusetts with Tom Gagnon (584-6353). 

Wednesday, November 12: Harvey Allen continues his monthly morning sweep of 
the Connecticut River Valley focusing on early winter migrants and valley 
waterfowl. Call Harvey (253-7963). 

I remind you to call the HBC VOICE (WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS VOICE OF AUDUBON), at 
253-2218 to learn what birds have been seen in the area. Scott Surner keeps the 
list up to date. To report sightings, call 256-1836, leave your name and phone 
number, identify the bird(s), and say when and where spotted and how many. To 
receive information about birds being seen in Eastern Massachusetts Call the EASTERN 
VOICE at 617-259-8805.

When you are birding please keep in mind the American Birding Association's 
Principles of Birding Ethics. A brief summary reminds you to 

...Promote the welfare of birds and their environments, 

...Respect the law and the rights of others, 

...Ensure that feeders, nest structures, and other artificial bird environments 
are safe, and that 

...Group birding, whether organized or impromptu requires special care. 

I.have copies of Principles of Birding Ethics in the complete form if you are 
interested. Call me (549-1098) or pick one up at a meeting. 

LIBRARY 

Librarian Anne Cann reports that the HBC Library keeps growing. We continue to 
receive a subscription to the American Birding Association (ABA) publications 
Birding and. Winging It, both rich sources of birding information. Also look for •the 
ABA Membership Directory and the Yellow Pages - A Birder's Resource Guide for just 
about anything and everything about birding. 



New birding guides are being purchased with funds approved by the HBC Board. Recent 
files of Living Bird and Birder's World, donated by HBC member Marilyn Gonter are 
being cataloged and will be ready soon. Thank you, Marilyn. 

Borrowing & returning materials - The library is located at the Hitchcock Center for 
the Environment and you can borrow and return materials whenever HBC meetings are 
held there. Or - you are always welcome to use the library at the Center Wednesday 
through Saturday (9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.). 

Instructions for borrowing are posted at the library shelves. Please try to return 
books after four weeks so as many members as possible can have a chance to use them. 

Your ideas for strengthening the library collection through suggestions for purchase 
are greatly appreciated. And, if readers have usable birding books, guides or 
resources such as DeLorne Atlas/Gazetteers which they would like to donate, please 
contact Anne at HBC meetings or by phone (253-7753) or leave them at the library. 

MORE for BIRDERS 

or - There's a whole lot out there to tempt the birder away from things like 
homework or jobs or families or writing Newsletters! 

Beginning on Sunday, October 12 at 5:00 p.m. on Channel 57 , PBS premieres BirdWatch 
with Don and Lillian Stokes, a unique thirteen-part television series that 
promises entertainment and enlightenment for all levels of birdwatchers. 
Weekly programs will cover identification, behavior, hot spots, feeding, tips 
for improving your skills and much much more. 

Oh Saturday, October 25. 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Massachusetts Audubon Society is 
offering a Nantucket Shoals Pelagic Cruise leaving from Harwichport on the Cape 
to observe seaducks, pelagic birds and marine mammals. Pre-registration is 
required. There is a fee. Call 508-349-2615 to register or for more 
information. 

If the corvus family is of special interest to you or if you just want to know more 
about crows and ravens you might want to check out two programs on Saturday, 
November 1 at the Arcadia Wildlife Sanctuary in Easthampton. From 11:00 a.m. - 
noon Patti Steinman, Trailside Teacher/Naturalist will help answer the question 
"Is it a raven or a really big crow?" . Then, from 1:30 - 3:30 p.m. Mark 
Skinder, birder and Arcadia camp counselor will be carpooling to Mt. Tom to 
look and listen for ravens in their typical habitat. There is a fee. 
Questions? Call 584-3009. 

AND - on Saturday, November 22, 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. the Ninth Annual Massachusetts 
Birders' Meeting, cosponsored by Mass Audubon and the Athol Bird and Nature 
Club will take place at the Northfield Mount Hermon School (Blake Student 
Center) in Gill. The keynote speaker will be Dr. John Hagan who will talk on 
the Implications of Forestry to Bird Populations in New England. There will be 
presentations by Shawn Carey, Geoff LeBaron, Jennifer Megyesi, Tom Litwin and 
Tim Storrow. A choice of two of three workshops led by Steven Arena (Confusing 
Look-Alike Species), Jackie Sones and Sarah Jennings (At a Glance Bird 
Identification) and by Don Crockett (Virtual Birding with a Virtual Birder: 
Birding the Internet) will round out the day. Registration is required. For 
more information and fee call 617-259-9506, Ext. 7401 or e-mail 
vrule@massaudubon.org. 



MISCELLANEOUS 

Tom Amy has been a valued member and supporter of the HBC since day one. He has 
presented many delightful programs, several of which he put together at the last 
possible moment when the scheduled speaker became unavailable. He has been a 
willing committee member, and a delightful birding companion. When the Club was 
formed he made it possible for us to offer the weekly recorded bird sightings on the 
HBC VOICE, now the VOICE of WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS. And - he's done it again! For 
those who have access to the internet he has set up an HBC homepage. The following 
is the information he asked me to pass on to the membership: 

The Hampshire Bird Club has the beginnings of a homepage on the internet. The 
address is 

donald.phast.umass.edu/-arny/hampbird.html 

To view the page, start up your computer. Open your web browser program - for 
example Netscape or Microsoft Explorer. Make sure you are connected to whatever 
access you have to the internet (the phone connection via a modem to your internet 
provider or whatever link you use). Then enter the address above (exactly as shown 
- no capitals) in the "open" box in your browser. The address tells the computer to 
go to the remote computer named "donald" in the Department of Physics and Astronomy 
at UMass, then to find Amy's files and then to look for the file "hampbird.html." 
The RhtmlS stands for HyperText Markup Language, the RcodeS needed to make the 
information in the file displayable on your computer screen. The home page is very 
simple. It has our logo, a list of officers, a list of upcoming meetings and field 
trips, and links to other web pages that might be of interest to birders, including '-- - 
the Brookline Bird Club's home page. The list of links is by no means complete. It 
would be almost impossible to make it so as there are probably hundreds of sites 
that birders might find fun. If you have suggestions of links you would like to see 
added, please let me know. Similarly, if you'd like.to see a different page layout, 
let me know. It is easy to change background color for example (though some care is 
needed to make sure the color looks the same on different computers). I'm 
relatively new at this stuff, so the page isn't terribly fancy. Making changes is 
not difficult, although it does take some time. Massive additions may require that 
someone else do some of the typing. Pictures can be added, but they must be 
submitted in digital form electronically or on a computer diskette. Keep in mind 
that nice pictures eat up enormous amounts of computer space and take a very long 
time to down load over phone lines to your computer. It is probably easiest to 
reach me by e-mail at 

arny@daisy.phast.umass.edu 

Thank you so much, Tom, for all your good works! 



I thought it might be useful for you to know the names and home phone numbers of the 
HBC Board members and other individuals you might wish to contact. Board meetings . 
are open to all members. Let us hear from you. 

Officers: 
President: Shirley Hilborn (253-6462). 
V. Pres. & Program Chair: Dennis McKenna (256-8439). 
Treasurer: Mark Mount (253-7580). 
Membership Sec'y: Dianne Quilty (253-7568). 
Communications Secly: Sally Venman (549-1098). 

Members at Large: 
Bob Bieda, (527-2623). 
Sue Emerson (584-6736). 
David Norton (256-1767). 
Jan Ortiz, (549-1768). 
Elaine Pourinski (582-0786). 
Scott Surner, (253-7486). 

Others: 
Conservation Committee Chair: Anne Lombard (586-7509). 
Decals and Patches: Dianne Quilty (253-7568). 
Field Trip Chair: Bob Bieda, (527-2623) 
Library: Anne Cann (253-7753). 
Rare Bird Alert: Shirley Hilborn (253-6462). 
Refreshments: Laura Barr (665-7855) and Sue Emerson (584-6736). 
T-Shirts: Joanne Parker (369-8095). 

*********************************** 

And finally, it is with sadness that I report the death of HBC member Margaret Brown 
who died at home on August 24 following a brief illness. Being with Margaret, a 
fairly new birder, and experiencing her joy with each now sighting reminded us of 
our own early birding experiences and why we were drawn to it in the first place. 

Condolences can be sent to her daughter Karen Sims, East Hill Branch Rd., Leyden MA 
01337. Memorial gifts may be made to Hospice Life Center, 330 Whitney Ave., Suite 
400, Holyoke, 01040; or to St. Francis Church, 100 Park St., Belchertown MA 01007. 

Hope to see you and hear you hooting away with the best of them next Monday - 

goid 
Sally Venman, Secretary 


