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I have Rose-breasted Grosbeaks at my feeder. I have Common Yellowthroats and 
Black-throated Blues at my birdbath. I am awakened each morning by the singing 
of the Baltimore Oriole. Truth? Fiction? Hallucinations? Visualizations? 
Spiritual Visitations? -- Only the analyst knows. -- Oh, the sad plight of the 
aging, snow-bound, winter-weary birder. 

PROGRAMS 

For those of us who are definitely unpleasant, ugly and perhaps a bit goofy 
during the seemingly endless periods of short days, long nights, sleet and slush 
and so on, there will be a program on Monday, March 10, 7:30 p.m. at the Hitchcock 
Center to brighten our moods. Using slides and narrative, HBC member Tom Amy 
will be taking us away to the northern and western parts of Australia. He has 
entitled his presentation Back Out to the Outback. Tom is a professor of 
Astronomy and Weather at U.Mass. His long-standing love of natural history and 
birds (he admits to being a fanatic birder) is apparent in his programs. If you 
have not had the opportunity to hear Tom at earlier Club meetings (this is his 
fourth appearance) you have a real treat in store. 

Save April 14 when Ethan Temeles will present a multi-media program on 
hummingbirds; May 12 for Jonathan Atwood from Manomet speaking on the California 
Gnatcatcher; and June 9 when we'll be hearing about the compilation of the 
Christmas Bird Counts from the man in charge, Geoff LeBaron. 

FIELD TRIPS 

Enclosed with this letter is the Field Trip list for April though September. 
Take a moment to remind yourself .that warm weather is coming and to set time aside 
to take advantage of the offerings. You. will note that trips have been described 
in more detail. You are encouraged to call the leader with any questions you 
have. Although it is not always necessary to register for the trip it helps the 
leader to know who is participating when arranging for car pooling or in the event 
that plans need to be changed. 

On Saturday, March 8, Mark Mount will lead a half-day trip (6:30 a.m. - noon) 
to Quabbin in search of waterfowl and early migrants. He hopes to find 
Ring-necked Ducks, Mergansers, Scaups, Bufflehead, Bluebirds, Robins, Waxwings, 
Northern Shrike, Bald and maybe even a Golden Eagle. Be sure to wear plenty of 
layers and solid footgear for warmth and dryness. Bring snacks if you care to. 
Call Mark at home (253-5169) to learn where to meet. 

On Saturday, March 22, Al Richards will search for waterfowl in the 
Connecticut Valley. Dress warmly and in layers for this half-day trip. Make sure 
your footgear is appropriate for late winter near water. Feel free to bring 
snacks. Al expects to see Wood Ducks, Green-winged Teal, Northern Pintails, 
American Widgeon, Ring-neck Ducks, Scaups, and Mergansers, plus early migrating 
hawks, sparrows and warblers. The group will meet at the Hitchcock Center for 
car-pooling at 6:30 a.m. Call Al at 665-276.1 for more information and to let him 
know you are interested. 

On Wednesday, April 2 Harvey Allen (253-7963) will lead the first of monthly 
mid-week trips entitled Morning Sweep of the Connecticut River Valley. See the 
list for more detail. 

On Saturday, April 12 Bob Bieda (527-2623) searches for early warblers and 
other migrants at the Ashley Reservoir. 

On Saturday, April 19 Morris Lainer (527-9412) heads to Plum Island to search 
for the rare Ruff. 



BIRDING with HITCHCOCK 

Jan Ortiz, one of the HBC founders and a past president is a seasoned, 
dedicated birder with a special gift for communicating her love and knowledge of 
birds to others. She will again be teaching the Spring Birding Class for the 
Hitchcock Center marking her tenth year in that position. Jan offers this 
description: "The classes are geared to birders of all levels, but the pace will 
be leisurely. Ample time will be given to view and discuss the birds we see. 
Using slides and bird mounts in the classroom sessions, we will discuss migration, 
behavior, identification, song and what species we expect to see in the field. We 
will also take some time each week to note the progression of spring and how it 
relates to bird migration." There will be two sessions. 

Session I (8 weeks, March 19 - May 17 or 18): Wednesday evenings 7:00 - 9:00 
p.m. and Saturday or Sunday mornings 7:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. (no classes March 26 
- 30). This Session includes an all-day trip to Plum Island. 

Session II (4 weeks, April 24 - May 16): Thursday evenings 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. 
and Friday mornings 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

Call the Center (256-6006) to register. There is a fee. 

A CALL FOR ASSISTANCE 

In addition to helping members to enjoy birding, one of the purposes of the 
HBC as defined by the bylaws is to engage in activities supporting the education 
of its members. We are especially eager to encourage young people who have shown 
a serious interest in natural history in general and birds in particular. It 
seems we have a perfect opportunity to do just this in a very positive way today. 
One of our members, Zeke Jakub, has an opportunity to attend Camp Chan Chich, an 
international camp in Belize for young birders offered by VENT and co-sponsored by 
ABA. The trip is limited to sixteen participants and is designed to give young 
birders a unique opportunity to become familiar with important neotropical genera, 
to investigate neotropical bird behavior, and to experience the tropical forest 
under the tutelage of some of the best naturalists around. 
• Zeke is not your standard 16-year old. A sophomore at Greenfield High 
School, he has already proved himself to be a very bright and self-motivated young 
man. For a special Science Research class at school he cataloged vocalizations of 
the American Crow making recordings and noting behavior using two crow clans in 
the area as study subjects. He is now working with Don Kroodsma researching crow 
vocal behavior and with Don's help is waiting to receive a permit from the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service to help further his research. Last summer he earned a 
full three-week scholarship through the National Science Foundation to attend a 
pre-college course focusing on the diverse birds of Colorado's Central Rocky 
Mountains. The same summer he took part in training workshops at VINS as a camp 
councilor at the Summer Discover Day Camp, not only gaining knowledge and 
experience but also earning a stunning letter of recommendation from the Director. 
These are just a few samples of his accomplishments. 

However, the trip is expensive and Zeke needs help. He has serious 
scholarship possibilities from both ABA and Victor Emanuel but the amount he could 
be granted seems dependent upon the amount he can raise on his own. He has come 
up with several fund-raising possibilities. With the help of his brother he has 
created a crow and quotation design silkscreened on a T-shirt. He is collecting 
cans and bottles which he will recycle. And he is offering to do yard work and 
other odd jobs. • 



With this in mind, Zeke approached the Board with a request that the HBC help 
him in any way possible. The Board unanimously agreed that our support is 

, appropriate in this instance and voted to give him $100 toward the trip. It also 
. voted to encourage the membership to consider helping him by supporting one of his 

fund-raising projects. 
Zeke will be at the March meeting to take orders for T-shirts and to answer 

questions, or call him at 413-773-7906. 

IMPORTANT CORRECTIONS 

There were two errors reported on the membership list sent last month. 
Please make note of the following corrections on your list: 

Marty Ortiz's Home Phone Number should read 413-369-4076. 

Voice of Audubon for Eastern MA should read 617-259-8805. 

FINALLY 

I am extremely happy to announce that I have finally finished gathering 
materials for the New Member's packet. It is being sent to all first time members 
who have joined since September. If somehow I missed you, please give me a call 
(549-1098). Included in the packet: the HBC By-laws, an HBC Library information 
sheet, the HBC Membership List (if the new member has not already received it), 
the HBC Field Trip Policy statement and a Birding Ethics statement issued by the 
American Birding Association, the Dead Bird Sheet ("Does anybody have a use for 
this dead bird?"), a Feeder Check List, a listing of Rare Bird Alerts across the 
country, and the Eight Question Birding Game ("How to Keep Your Friends While 
Showing Off Your Birding Knowledge.") Should anyone want extra copies of any of 
these, I'll have them at the meetings or would be happy to send them to you. 

DEDICATED 

to the premise that it is sinful to leave empty space at the end of an HBC 
Newsletter  

This Challenge was issued last month -- change one letter in a non-English phrase 
and redefine the phrase. Here are some more: 

Pro Bozo Publico (Support your local clown.) 
Posh Mortem (Death styles of the rich and famous.) 
Respondez S'il Vous Plaid (Honk if you're Scottish.) 
Apres Moe Le Deluge (Larry and Curly got wet.) 

There was this woman who entered a local paper's pun contest. She sent in ten 
different puns, in the hope that at least one of the puns would win. 
Unfortunately, no pun in ten did.. 

Oh, the sad plight of the aging, snow-bound, winter-weary birder. 

HAPPY DUCK HUNTING! 

2.3,ct&N
Sally Venman, Sec'y 


