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PROGRAMS 

We are happy to welcome Scott Hall as our program 
presenter on Monday, February 10, 7:30 p.m. at the Hitchcock 
Center. Scott is a graduate student in Wildlife Biology at 
UMass. He has been working as one of the wardens on the 
Bird Islands off the coast of Maine as part of the Puffin 
Restoration Project. He will share his experiences and 
update us on the project. 

We have just learned that Chris Rimmer will be in the 
Dominican Republic on March 10, the evening he was to 
present a program on the Bicknell's Thrush. At this time 
March's program has not been set. You'll learn all about 
who and what in the next letter! You'll still have an 
opportunity to become a Bicknell's Thrush enthusiast next 
September when the program has been rescheduled. 

On April 14 Ethan Temeles will present a multi-media 
program on hummingbirds. May 12 brings us Jonathan Atwood 
from Manomet to speak on the California Gnatcatcher. And 
for the last program of the year on June 9 we'll be hearing 
about the compilation of the Christmas Bird Counts from the 
man in charge, Geoff LeBaron. 

pTRLn TRIPS 

At a recent Board meeting it occurred to us that new 
members and those new to birding may have no idea what to 
expect should they want go on an HBC field trip. "As a new 
birder will I feel out of place?" "Will I be welcome?" 
"Can I keep up with the group?" "Will there be bathroom 
stops?" First of all, everyone is welcome. It is 
especially fun for the leader to be able to introduce new 
birders to new birds and birding places. Certainly the 
participant is expected to bring binoculars and wear 
clothing appropriate to the particular trip. A sincere 
interest in seeing and learning more about birds in places 
where birds are found is important. (Not many malls 
advertise rare bird specials.) All are expected to share 
trip expenses equally (gas, tolls, etc.). If a trip is 
known to be especially challenging, either physically or 
because of its fast pace (sometimes it is fun to see as many 
birds as possible in the time allotted) it will be noted, 
although obviously the leader cannot predict everything.
Comfort is a priority (as much as is possible in -10° 
weather, high above a wind-swept coast, looking down on 
Harlequin Ducks). 

In this and in future Newsletters I will try to 
describe the trip more fully and name some of the birds that 



the leader expects to see. You are encouraged to call the 
leader with any questions that concern you -- trust me, they 
have heard them all. It is not always necessary to register 
for the trip, but it helps the leader to know who is going 
when s/he is arranging for car pooling or in the event that 
plans need to be changed. 

A new list covering spring and summer trips is in the 
works and will be sent to all members in March. 

But, for now --

On Wednesday, February 19, Harvey Allen is planning a 
morning of birding in the Connecticut River Valley. Some of 
the mid-winter specialities he hopes to find are the 
white-winged gulls (Iceland and Glaucous), Common and 
Barrow's Goldeneye and Great Cormorant. Away from the river 
-there are possibilities of seeing Snow Buntings, Horned 
Larks and maybe a Lapland Longspur. Dress warmly and in 
layers. Make sure your footwear is appropriate for winter 
near the river. Feel free to bring snacks. Meet at the 
Bowling Alley in Northampton, 525 Pleasant St. (Route 5) at 
7:00 a.m. Call Harvey at 253-7963 for more information. 

On Saturday, March 8, Mark Mount will lead a half-day 
trip of his own choosing. Call him at home (253-5169) to 
learn the whats and the wherefores surrounding this mystery 
tour. 

And on Saturday, March 22, Al Richards is off on a 
half-day search for waterfowl in the Connecticut Valley. 
Dress warmly and in layers. Make sure your footgear is 
appropriate for late winter near water. Feel free to bring 
snacks. Al expects to see Wood Ducks, Green-winged Teal, 
Northern Pintails, American Widgeon, Ring-neck Ducks, 
Scaups, and Mergansers, plus early migrating hawks, sparrows 
and warblers. The group will meet at the Hitchcock Center 
for car-pooling at 6:30 a.m. Call Al at 665-2761 for more 
information and to let him know you are interested. 

LIBRARY 

Notes from Anne Cann: The "lost" book Shadowbirds, A 
Quest for Rails has been found. The donated video board 
game Gone Birding, was mentioned but not described in the 
January postcard. You will enjoy Bill Oddie and Peter Alden 
clowning about on the tape as they lead you here and there 
to birding hot spots. This ultimate birding VCR game can be 
played at varying skill levels and provides learning as well 
as entertainment. Different skill levels can compete in the 
same game. 

New in the library are recent issues of two periodicals 
from across the Atlantic -- BIRDS, the Magazine of the 
R.S.P.B. and I.W.C., the Newsletter of the Irish Wildbird 
Conservancy. According to Anne, both are a lot of fun to 



read through. Want to join a tour with British birders? 
Want to see Irish birds through the eyes of an Irish leader? 
These periodicals are full of articles on conservation, 
birding hot spots, lots of B & Bs and many other enticing 
things to get you over the winter doldrums. 

ADDITIONAL PROGRAMS and TRIPS 

David Spector will be presenting two programs for the 
Hitchcock Center. The first, Owling With An Expert, takes 
place on Sunday, February 23, 3:00 a.m. - dawn. Call the 
Center at 256-6006 to register. There is a fee. The second 
on Thursday, February 13, 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. is one of a 
series of lectures focusing on historic naturalists of the 
Connecticut River Valley. David will speak on Margaret 
Morse Nice: Ornithologist and Ethologist. The talk is 
free. 

Also of interest: On Saturday, February 8, 6:45 a.m. - 
8:00 p.m. Geoff LeBaron (our June speaker) will be leading a 
Rhode Island Winter Coastal Birding trip for Arcadia. Call 
the Sanctuary at 584-3009 to register. There is a fee. 

And a note from long-time HBC members Micky McKinley 
and Samuel Green about a trip they are taking (The Birds and 
Natural History of Venezuela: Coastal Reefs, and Andes and 
the LLanos.), March 19-30. They have been with the tour 
leaders before and think they were excellent. If you are 
interested in learning more, call them at 367-9791. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Enclosed is the 1996-1997 membership list as of January 
31. If you find errors please let Dianne Quilty know 
(253-7568). I will pass on any additions to the list as I 
receive them. You will notice that in addition to the 
members' list, Dianne has listed Board Members, how to get 
in touch with other Bird Clubs and numbers for the VOICE of 
AUDUBON, East and West. 

Bird News of Western Massachusetts subscribers can 
expect the first issue to arrive in late winter. The 
Winter, 1997 issue contains the records for the Fall, 1996. 

AND 

I don't mean to get personal, but have you been 
cornered by the dread winter doldrums? If so, the HBC comes 

to your rescue. What a Club! 

Some life-lines to sanity have already been suggested 

in this letter. Plan a dream trip from those suggested in 

the pages of the two new periodicals in the library. Take 
out GONE BIRDING, set it at the beginner's level and amaze 

yourself, your family and your friends with your avian 



You could do as one of our members is doing. He can be 
found sitting in front of his fireplace painlessly ticking 
off lifebirds gained from recent AOU approved splits that he 
discovered in Kenn Kauffman's new book Lives of North 
American Birds. 

Another member, one who loves to play with words to 
pass the time sent the following to help those of us in the 
same pursuit. The Challenge -- change one letter in a 
non-English phrase and redefine the phrase. 

Harley-vous Francais? (Can you drive a French motorcycle?) 
Veni, vidi, vice. (I came, I saw, I partied.) 
Cogito, Eggo sum. (I think, therefore I am a waffle.) 
Cogito, ergo sup. (I think, therefore I eat.) 
Rigor Morris. (The cat is dead.) 

Get the idea? See what foolish fiddle-f addle you can 
fashion. 

Mazel ton. (Lots of luck!) 

And finally, finally --

A hungry lion (this is for all you naturalist types out 
there) was roaming through the jungle looking for something 
to eat. He came across two men. One was sitting under a 
tree and reading a book; the other was typing away on his 
typewriter. The lion quickly pounced on the man reading the 
book and devoured him. Even the king of the jungle knows 
that readers digest and writers cramp. 

And speaking of writers cramp -- I'm out of here! 

Sally Venman, Secretary 
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