
3:00 a. m.: A frigid vigil by a railroad crossing. Dark ears listen -- listen -- a call -- an 
owl's call -- Could it be a Long-eared?   Drat -- the gusting wind. 

Dawn: An icy trudge through open fields. Expectant ears listen -- listen -- a chip -- a 
sparrow's "chip"! Could it be a Clay-colored?   Nuts -- a cold Savannah. 

Sunset: Even though weary, cold and hungry, our birder's eyes and ears are on fire with 
excitement. No identification questions this time. The climactic moment of the day has arrived 
as our hero zeros in on and begins the count of the Starlings in the trees along the Connecticut 
River: 5432 ... 5433 ... 5434 ... 5435 ... 5436 

AHHHHHH! WHAT ECSTASY! THE GREAT DAY COMETH! WOW! 

The Annual CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT will be plotted and planned at the next meeting of the 

HAMPSHIRE BIRD CLUB 
December 8, 1997 

The CBC is a census of birdlife taken annually at the end of the year across the Continent. It 
was started in 1899 as an alternative to the traditional Christmas "side hunt," a time when 
hunters would go out after Christmas dinner, choose sides and compete to see which group could 
shoot the most birds. The count is sponsored by the National Audubon Society and is undertaken by 
volunteers who count not only the different species of birds but also the actual number of 
individuals. Thousands of birdwatchers participate in this major information-gathering event. 
Data fed into the computer show densities of wintering bird populations and help to point out 
cyclical movements and evidence of changes in populations. 

You don't have to be an expert birder. You don't have to count all day. If you are a beginner, 
you can be put with an experienced birder. Or -- you can participate by simply counting birds at 
your feeders in the warmth of your own home. 

Our local count (Northampton Christmas Count) is being organized by Jan Ortiz and will take place 
on Sunday, December 21. It covers an area on both sides of the river. A $5.00 fee to cover costs 
of compiling and publishing the results is required from all field observers. The fee does not 
apply to feeder watchers unless they wish to be listed with participants in the special CBC issue 
of Field Notes now being published by American Birding Association. If you are interested in 
participating in this local count but can't attend the meeting, please call Jan Ortiz (549-1768) 
for information and assignment. Jan notes that she is especially eager to attract feeder watchers 
this year. Early signs point to a good winter finch season, something that we have not had for 
several years, and feeders are great places to find them. Please consider helping in this way. 
Other counts: 

Springfield, Saturday, December 20 (call Bruce Kindseth at 1-860-745-9593); 

Greenfield, Sunday, December 28 (call Mark Fairbrother at 367-2695) and 

Quabbin, Saturday, January 3 (call Scott Sumer at 253-7486). 



PROGRAMS 

On Monday, December 8, 7:30 pm, at the Hitchcock Center the Club will hold its annual holiday 
party when members show their own natural history slides (no more than ten, please) and we start 
our annual personal training program striving for excellence in holiday food consumption. 
Everyone is asked to bring a snack or a dessert to share. Christmas Count planning will follow 
the meeting. 

A special highlight of this year's gathering will be the drawing of the ticket that will determine 
who wins Mark Wilson's wonderful photograph of the Snowy Owl that he and Marcia Wilson gave to 
our Club at their owl program in October. In case you have missed out on purchasing a ticket for 
the drawing there will be an opportunity to do so at the meeting or call me (Sally at 549-1098) 
and we'll figure some way to accomplish this. Tickets are $1.00 each or 6 for $5.00. 

Save Monday, January 12 when biologist Kent McFarland of the Vermont Institute of Natural Science 
(VINS) joins us to present a program entitled "A Year in the Life of a Bicknell's Thrush." Future 
programs include Susan Smith, who will share her recent arctic adventure with us on March 9 and 
Tom Martin, who will show his many beautiful slides from Monhegan Island on April 13. Our speaker 
for February 9 will be announced in the next Newsletter. 

FIELD TRIPS 

On Wednesday. December 10 Harvey Allen (253-7963) leads the monthly "Morning sweep of the 
Connecticut River Valley" trip. Hopefully a rare winter visitor will be in the area. If not, 
Harvey will start scouting for the upcoming Christmas Bird Counts. 

December Christmas Bird Counts for the area are held. Refer to the paragraph under PROGRAMS for 
more information. 

On Thursday. January 1 be ready for the famous BIRD BLITZ offered by Scott Sumer (253-7486). 
Each species takes on special interest the first time it is seen each year and on New Years Day 
every bird is a new year bird. He'll be leading this half-day blitz to local hot spots. It's a 
great way to start the year, and coming just after the Christmas Counts, Scott should know where 
to find the birds. 

On Saturday, January 3 Scott Sumer (253-7486) will lead the Quabbin Christmas Bird Count. 

On Saturday. January 10 Bob Bieda (527-2623) will lead an all-day trip to the North Shore of 
Massachusetts. It's great to see the first Common Eider and White-winged Scoters of the year. 
Add to this the possibility of Razorbill and the slight possibility of Snowy Owl and who cares how 
cold and windy it is (Yeah, sure Bob!). Meet at the Dairy Mart in Sunderland at 6:00 a.m. for 
this annual trip. Wear warm clothes, and bring lunch and snacks. 

On Wednesday, January 21 Harvey Allen (253-7963) leads the monthly "Morning sweep of the 
Connecticut River Valley" trip. Hopefully longspurs and Snow Buntings will be in the meadows. 

On Saturday, January 24 Al Richards (665-2761) leads a trip to the Cape (Falmouth to Plymouth) 
leaving from the Hitchcock Center at 5:00 a.m. or the Ames parking lot near the Palmer turnpike 
entrance at 5:30 a.m. Bring lunch and snacks and plenty of warm clothes. 

See the note from Jim Marcum at the end of this letter and be tempted. 



MISCELLANEOUS and RECYCLED INFORMATION 

Just for fun and to enhance your winter feeder viewing pleasure I have enclosed a copy of the HBC 
Feeder Check List. Get copies of the chart made at your local copy place so that you can continue 
recording throughout the winter. 

The bird-finding guide Birding Western Massachusetts: The Central Connecticut River Valley, 
published jointly by the Kestrel Trust and the Hampshire Bird Club will be available for purchase 
at our meetings. The price is $12.00. 

Don't forget that BACKYARD BIRDS at 17 Strong Avenue in Northampton is happy to offer a 10% 
discount to all HBC members for ALL PURCHASES. Use one of the newsletters as proof of membership. 

By this time everyone who has a decal, a patch, and/or a T-shirt coming to them as a membership 
premium or as purchased at the time of becoming a member should have it (them) in hand. If you do 
not, please see Dianne Quilty at a meeting or call her (253-7568). Also by this time, you should 
have received by mail copies of HBC Field Trips through March (blue sheet), and North American 
Rare Bird Alerts (green sheet). If you were missed, or if you want additional copies see Sally 
Venman at a meeting or call her (549-1098). 

I remind you that the Rare Bird Alert telephone tree will be updated in January if enough people 
wish to be added. Shirley Hilborn (253-6462) is the person to call. 

Finally, coming next month (if the computer gods remain friendly), the new members will receive 
the NEW MEMBERS PACKET with all kinds of wonderful information available only through HBC! 
And, early in '97 all members will receive a list of all HBC members giving addresses and phone 
numbers as recorded by you on your membership form. Call Dianne (253-7568) or Sally (549-1098) 
if you prefer not to be listed or if there are errors or changes we may not have. 

‘`---When there is room in the Newsletter, it has been the Club's policy to include items of interest 
to birders from HBC members. This is from Jim Marcum: 

Did you see the Andean-Cock-of-the-Rock, the Bearded Helmetcrest, the Torrent 7yrannulet, the 
Lacrimose Mountain-Tanager, the 6,000 American Falmingos, the Burnished-buff Tanager? Where? 
Where? Venezuela!!! Those birds are just a sample of what you may see if you travel with Jim 
Marcum to Venezuela October 14-28, 1998. 

Bird from cloud forest to coastal deciduous forest, along Andean mountain streams and glacial 
lakes, on the treeless paramo above 8,000 feet, in Henri Pittier and Sierra Nevada national parks. 
Henri Mier has a bird list of over .5(() species including 30 species of hummingbirds and the 
paramo's espeletia with its composite flowers will be in bloom. Visit the lovely city of Merida 
set on a plateau surrounded by the country's highest peaks, Pico Bolivar and Pico Espejo, both 
over 16,000 feet. Although the trip is designed to focus primarily on the montane areas of the 
Andes and the coastal range, participants will also visit the Morrocoy National Marine Park and 
some of the surrounding lowland areas. 

David Ascanio, Venezuelan naturalist will serve as local guide on this trip handled by Caligo 
Ventures, Inc. For further information contact Jim at 549-1613 or email him at 
marcums@fnr.umass.edu 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS 

Sally Venman, Secretary 


