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HAMPSHIRE BIRD CLUB NEWSLE1 LER 

August 1, 1997 

Remember when as students we returned from summer vacation energized, eager to explore new 
vistas, convinced that with the fresh maturity gained over the summer we would surely shine 
academically and socially? Remember the reunions with friends, the smell of new textbooks, the 
crispness of new clothes? Remember the first English class and the first assignment -- "write a short 
essay entitled WHAT I DID ON MY SUMMER VACATION?" Gone immediately was the joy of reunion, the 
smell of the new page and the crispness of new cloth. Today's expression "been there, done that" 
aptly describes the feelings. I wonder if English teachers still use this September transition on 
their students? 

Speaking of which, let me tell you about what I did on summer vacation (pretty clever segue 
there, no?) I experienced a migratory fall-out at Point Pelee (an incredible, unforgettable, amazing 
goose-bump-raising birding experience); took a journey "home" discovering why I am FROM my growing-
up area and not still living IN it; spent an amazing hour with a good friend trying to remain 
objective as we silently watched a Fisher pilfer the nesting hole of a Pileated Woodpecker pair, 
seeing and hearing the parent's reaction to this beautiful animal; and lastly challenged the stability 
of a long-time marriage by painting (with husband Bill) a huge area inside the house during the peak 
of the heat and humidity wave. I think August will find me with a trashy novel, a wine cooler and a 
comfortable hammock far away from all things that have any potential for maturing me. 

IT'S MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL TIME --

One of the goals of the HBC is to keep cost of membership as reasonable as possible. As with any 
community organization there is a whole lot of volunteer time that goes into making things happen, but 
the Club still has two main expenses - the cost of bringing quality programs to the community and the 
cost of mailings to keep members informed. Our ONLY income is from membership dues. As expenses 
rise, our budget gets tighter and tighter. We do want to continue to bring you the quality programs 
we are known for but can't do so without the support of the membership. So 

For a limited time only it is my privilege as representative of the HBC Bird Board to tell you, 
the discriminating bird watcher, about an amazing back-to-school (please note theme development here) 
special offer. By acting NOW you can become a member of the Hampshire Bird Club for the unbelievably 
low price of $12.00 (or $19.00, or $30.00, or $50.00, or $100.00, depending on choice of membership 
category). But, DON'T DELAY! This offer will be valid only up to and including the firm deadline of 
sometime in October or maybe November when, if you haven't renewed your membership, you'll receive 
a truly terrible reminder letter which strikes terror in the heart of procrastinating birdwatchers. 

You will find all you need to know to join the Club or to renew your membership on the enclosed 
forms. 

PROGRAMS --

We truly have an incredible line-up of programs to offer this fall. Starting our thirteenth 
year, we are delighted to greet one of our most popular speakers, Arthur Morris, joining us for the 
third time on 

Monday. September 15. 7:30 p.m. at the Amherst Regional Middle School. 

(Please note that this is a different Monday and a different location from what we are accustomed to. 
See the attached flyer for more information and for directions.) 

Artie's slide lecture "BIRDS, BUCKS and BEAUTY" takes a look at ecotourism at North American 
birding hotspots. He uses slides taken at Point Pelee, Churchill, the Everglades, Bosque Del Apache, 
Cape May and other hotspots frequented by birders to weave his story. 



The work of this internationally noted nature photographer appears regularly in Natural History, 
National Geographic, Birder's World, Nature Photographer, Outdoor Photographer and countless other 
magazines, books and calendars. Many of his photographs can be found in the new Stokes Field Guide to 
Birds. He is author/photographer of several books including Bird Photography Pure and Simple and 
Shorebirds: Beautiful Beachcombers. A selection of books and posters will be available for purchase 
and signing before and after the program. 

On October 20 (place to be announced) naturalist Marcia Wilson and her husband Mark, staff 
photographer for the Boston Globe, will present their slide program entitled "Who's Watching Who? Owls 
of the Northeast". They plan to bring live owls with them. On November 10 Charles Duncan, founder 
and director of the Institute for Field Ornithology will join us. On December 8 we gather for the 
annual holiday party when members show their own natural history slides and plans are made for the 
Christmas Bird Counts. Details will be in future membership mailings. 

FIELD TRIPS --

The HBC offers two different types of trips: regular and fee-based. Regular field trips will be 
to spots easily reached and explored in one day. No costs other than travel, meals and incidental 
fees are involved. Please call the trip leader to register so plans can be made for the size of the 
group and you can be notified if a change is necessary. We carpool whenever possible and share in 
driving expenses. Transportation costs are calculated on the basis of $.20 per mile per car plus 
tolls and parking fees. It is expected that all persons in the car including the driver share costs 
equally. Fee-based trips are generally for a longer period. Costs are predetermined and participants 
pay in advance. 

Field Trip Chair Bob Bieda is always happy to hear your suggestions of places you would like the 
Club to visit, or to talk to you if you would be interested in being considered as a trip leader. 
Contact him at 21 Pomeroy Street, Easthampton, MA 01027; 413-527-2623. The complete fall and winter 
field trip schedule will be ready to be sent with next month's Newsletter. Meanwhile here are 
several trips that may interest you: 

On Saturday, August 30 Bob Bieda will lead a trip to New South Beach, Cape Cod. Late August can 
be the best time of year for a variety of shorebirds and terns. We take a short boat trip 
($10.00 in '96) from Chatham to the end of South Beach. We then spend 4-5 hours walking the 
beach and mud flats. Call Bob (527-2623) for more details and to reserve a place on this 
full-day trip. 

On Wednesday. September 10 Harvey Allen continues with his monthly Morning Sweep of the 
Connecticut River Valley. This could be good hawk watching and it's the time of the year to 
look for the Connecticut Warbler. Call Harvey (253-7963) for more information about this 
half-day trip. 

On Saturday, September 13 Jim Marcum (549-1613) goes to Plum Island for shorebirds and warblers. 
Fall is the best time of the year for rarities. We always hope a lost shorebird will find 
itself and us on this all-day tip. 

On Saturday, September 20, Bob Bieda (527-2623) will be helping us to sort out the fall warblers 
in the meadows of Northampton. We hope for the Connecticut Warbler but sometimes the fall 
version of a Chestnut-sided looks just as interesting. This trip is mostly walking. Meet at 
the Northampton Bowling Alley at 7:00 a.m. for this three-hour search. 

Friday. October 10 marks the start of the fall Monhegan Island trip led by Dianne Quilty. This 
is a weekend trip leaving Friday morning and returning Monday afternoon. October is the month 
falcons glide along the cliffs of the island. Previous trips have had up to 15 species of 
warblers, good numbers of sapsuckers and hundreds of kinglets. Rare possibilities include 
Western Kingbird, Blue Grosbeak, Orange-crowned Warbler, Clay-colored Sparrow and Red-head,
Woodpecker. Call Dianne at 253-7568 or Scott Surner at 253-7486 for more information. I 
believe this trip is filled, but you might want to check with Dianne to be sure. 



On Saturday, October 11 Tom Gagnon (584-6353) will lead an all-day trip to Quabbin. We will 
travel the old roads on the east side of the reservoir which are all that remain of the lost 
towns. We'll look for late migrating warblers on land and early migrating waterfowl on the 
water. This is an all-day trip limited to 16 people. Tom agreed to a Sunday rain date for 
this trip (October 12) since a nice mid-October day at Quabbin is more pleasant than a rainy 
one. (A rain date for a birding trip? We must be getting old.). Plan to bring snacks, lunch 
and warm clothes. Call Tom for more information and to reserve a spot. 

On Wednesday. October 15 Harvey Allen continues his Morning Sweep of the Connecticut River 
Valley, the leisurely paced, once a month, mid-week trip focusing on the seasonal birds in the 
valley and any rarities recently, discovered. This month will concentrate on sparrows that 
migrate through the Valley. Call Harvey (253-7963) for more information about this half-day 
trip. 

HITCHCOCK NEWS OF INTEREST TO BIRDERS --

More birds can be seen in Massachusetts in September than at any other time of the year. The 
FALL BIRDING CLASS will take you through the heart of the migration with shorebirds, songbirds and 
hawks all vying for attention. A late November trip to the North Shore will reveal wintering species. 
Jan Ortiz, well-known local birder, will again be teaching her popular class during her favorite 
birding season. Relaxed and comfortable, this eight-week class is for beginning as well as more 
experienced birders. According to Jan, "I realize that among the participants there will be different 
levels of interest, experience and birding skills but that should not interfere with my first 
objective for the class which is simply for each to enjoy the birds and enjoy learning about them. 
Everyone will have a chance to contribute and learn at his or her own level and pace." This 
sixteen-session class (eight Wednesday evening lectures starting September 3 followed by eight 
Saturday (or Sunday) half-day field trips starting September 6 (or 7) will include all-day trips to 
Plum Island (September 13) and to the North Shore (November 29). There is a fee. Registration 
through Hitchcock (256-6006) is required. As always, you are welcome to call Jan (549-1768) for 
information. 

Two Hawk Watches, led by seasoned HBC birders Harvey Allen and David Spector are also offered 
through Hitchcock. On Saturday, September 13 Harvey will lead a trip to Quabbin, car-pooling from the 
Center at 8:00 a.m. and returning about 11:00 a.m. On Saturday, September 20 David will be viewing 
the migration from Mount Tom, carpooling from the Center at 9:00 a.m., returning about 1:00 p.m. 
Both trips are free. 

On Thursday. September 25, 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at the Center, Bill Danielson and Barbara 
Skelly will present a free program on wildlife rehabilitation entitled "Tending to Tattered Thrushes 
(and Other Injured Wildlife)." 

MISCELLANEOUS --

Sadly I report the untimely death of HBC member Joshua Nove who is presumed dead after 
disappearing into the deep waters of an Alaskan lake on July 3. At the time of the accident he was 
conducting research on birds for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Josh, 23, a native of Ipswich, 
Massachusetts was an active member of our club during his student days at Amherst College. 

Conservation coordinator Anne Lombard reports that the Club's involvement in the Birds in 
Forested Landscapes (BFL) project, a three-year study out of Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology aimed 
at gathering information about forest thrushes, Sharp-shinned and Cooper's Hawks, went very well. She 
will share the results with us as she gets them from Cornell. Special thanks go to participants Carol 
Blinn, John Bowe, Anne Cann, Linda Coates, Sue Emerson, Julie Gross, Shirley Hilborn, Anne, Micky 
McKinley, Marcia Merithew, Deedee Minear, Lola Reid, Pat Sanborn and Carol Walker. Anne also thanks 
all who were involved in the North American Migration Count and who sent responses to her. She looks 
forward to people's participation next spring. 



People new to birding or to the area should know that the Kestrel Trust and the Hampshire Bird 
Club have put together a book entitled BIRDING WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS: THE CENTRAL 
CONNECTICUT RIVER VALLEY, which is a good guide to where to look and what to look for in this are; 
The book sells for $12.00 and is available at the meetings. 

I am pleased to report that Zeke Jakub did make it to Belize where he attended Camp Chan Chich, 
an international camp for young birders offered by VENT and co-sponsored by ABA. HBC had supported 
Zeke in his work to raise enough money which, added to the scholarship help he received, made the trip 
a reality. He had a wonderful experience which he will share with us. Thanks to all who helped him 
realize his dream. 

and FINALLY --

Congratulations! You have arrived at the end of this letter! Now for the moment of truth! Take - 
pen in hand, fill in the blank spaces on the membership form (if you want to be a member), sign the 
release form (if you want to go on field trips), sign the Rare Bird Alert form (if you want to be 
alerted), and sign a personal check or equivalent (if you want us to take you seriously). Place all 
in a stamped envelope and send to Dianne Quilty, 831 Main Street, Amherst, MA 01002-2401. PRESTO 
your BIRDING PROBLEMS are solved and the YEAR OF THE BIRD, 1997 - 1998 becomes a reality! 

As an added incentive BACKYARD BIRDS at 17 Strong Avenue in Northampton is happy to offer a 10% 
discount to all HBC members for ALL PURCHASES. 

If you prefer to join at the first meeting, PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE bring your completed forms 
with you. We'll say THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU!!! 

If by any chance you could possibly have any questions after plowing through the above 
illumination, other than "why does she write so much?" please feel free to call me at 549-1098, or 
Dianne at 253-7568. 

Sincerely, 

c'513/ 1
Sally Venman, Secretary 

Just before leaving to take this Newsletter to the printer, the following poignant message 
arrived via E-MAIL. I was moved to tears. Can you be of help? 

Friday, August 1, 1997 
On their way back from the Monhegan Island trip last May, HBC members Samuel Green, Micky 

McKinley and Julie and Dave Gross, got to talking about their concern that the rare birds seen might 
not be able to find a mate this year. Thank you Micky for placing the following Personal Ad: 

B Seeking B 

SMHW (Single Male Hooded Warbler) slim, attractive, likes 
short walks on beach and hip-hop music. Loves the outdoors 
and long-distance travel. Seeks female of same species for 
good times possibly leading to courting behavior and nesting. 
Must be able to feather own nest. 



Hampshire bird Club 
Amherst, Massachusetts 

Arthur Morris is coming to Amherst! 

On Monday, September 15, the Hampshire Bird Club will take a look at ecotourism at North American 

birding hotspots. Noted photographer Arthur Aferris's title, "Birds, Bucks, and Beauty" says it all. Wet 

and wild lands were formerly thought of as being economically worthless, but today, in great part due to 

the efforts of former Cape May Bird Observatory Director Paul Kerlinger, the word is out: bird watchers 

spend tens of millions of dollars annually! 

Artie's technically perfect, artistically designed images of birds of North America will show us what all the 
excitement is about. And his slides of both local and traveling birders reaching for their wallets (sound 
familiar?) will leave every birder either laughing hysterically or wondering why we — as a group — have 
so little political voice. 

But — this is not our usual date or the usual place! 
The date: Monday, September 15 
The place: Amherst Regional Middle School Auditorium (directions on other side) 

The time: This much is the same — 7:30 p.m. 
More information: Call Sally Venman - 549-1098 

Aalic 



Directions to the Amherst Regiot Vliddle School 

From the Amherst Town Common at the intersection of Rts. 9 and 116: Drive north on North Pleas-
ant Street past 3 stoplights (Amity Street, Kellogg Street and Triangle Street). Beyond the 3rd light 
continue straight. North Pleasant Street turns to the left at the light to the University, and you want to 
be on East Pleasant Street. Look for the second right, which is Chestnut Street. (The first right is 
Chestnut Court.) The Middle School is about a quarter of a mile ahead on the left side of Chestnut 
Street, just before Chestnut Street veers around to the right and becomes High Street (after all, this is 
Massachusetts). Turn left into the parking lot in front of the school and look for the middle entrance, 
which leads directly into the auditorium. 

From the east: Take Route 9 east into Amherst. Look for the stoplight by the Town Common, which will 
be on your right. At the stoplight, turn right. Follow the directions from the Town Common above. 

From the west: Take Route 9 east into Amherst. At the stoplight at the top of the hill (at the Town 
Common) turn left and follow directions from the Amherst Town Common above. 

From the south: If you are coming in on Route 116, pick up the directions from the Amherst Town 
Common above. If you are coming in on Route 91, take exit 19 and follow directions from the west, 
above. 

From the north: Take Route 116 south to Route 9. Turn left on Route 9 and follow directions as though 
coming from the west. 



HAMPSHIRE BIK0 CLUB -- General Information 

The Hampshire Bird Club, founded in 1984, is a good source of information for bird watching 
newcomers as well as for the more experienced birder. Our members range from the casual 
observer to the avian-possessed. Members receive monthly mailings describing regular programs 
field trips and bird related events in the area, have access to the ever-e)cpanding Tending 
library for birders located at the Hitchcock Center, earn the privilege of getting frostbite by 
participating in local Christmas Bird Counts (not mandatory), and can have a place on the Rare 
Bird Alert telephone tree if desired. Through the VOICE (an up-to-date recorded telephone 
service) you'll learn what birds are being seen and where, be reminded about meetings and trips, 
a get up-to-date birding news that may not have been covered in the Newsletter. All this, and 
as-a new member, you receive the treasured and truly amazing MEMBERSHIP PACKET filled with 
membership-only kinds of information. (And you thought this was just another Bird Club!) 

Our membership year runs from September through August. Meetings are usually held at the 
Hitchcock Center in Amherst on the second Monday of each month September through June at 7:30 
p.m. Exceptions to the meeting location occur when the program is expected to draw an unusually 
large number of people and to the meeting date when the second Monday falls on a holiday. The 
Newsletters will keep you informed. All meetings are free and open to the general public. 
Field trips are scheduled throughout the year. 

Look over the forms and if you would like to become a member, fill them out and return them 
to Dianne Quilty, 831 Main Street, Amherst, MA 01002. Please make checks payable to the 
Hampshire Bird Club. Should you be interested in becoming more involved in the Club, you will 
find a spot on the Membership Form to check off your interests. Your name will be passed on to 
the appropriate person. 

If you have questions call the Club's. President, Shirley Hilborn (253-6462), Membership 
Secretary, Dianne Quilty (253-7568) or Newsletter Editor, SallY- Venman (549-1098)..-. 


