
HAMPSHIRE BIRD CLUB -- April, 1997 

Early this week the Spotted Salamanders were donning their little earmuffs and 
waxing their little cross-country skis in preparation for the annual Henry Street 
crossing. Do you suppose warblers are still sipping cool drinks by southern pools 
ignoring inner voices urging northerly flight? One evening I was listening to the 
woodcock's peent in the field near my home. The next evening the field was under 
two feet of snow. The unpredictability of New England weather is certainly with us 
this year! Enough said! 

PROGRAMS 

It is with great pleasure that I introduce our April speaker. On Monday, April 
14, 7:30 p.m. at the Hitchcock Center, Ethan Temeles will present his multi-media 
program on hummingbirds. Dr. Temeles is an Assistant Professor at Amherst College 
who has published extensively on hummingbirds and birds of prey. The title of his 
presentation is The Hummingbird-flower Syndrome: A New Diagnosis. He aims to 
shatter the illusion that hummingbirds yearn for red tube-shaped flowers and claims 
that there is no match between bill form and flower shape. It should be a very 
interesting evening. 

Save May 12 for Jonathan Atwood from Manomet speaking on the California 
Gnatcatcher, and June 9 when we'll be hearing about the compilation of the Christmas 
Bird Counts from the man in charge, Geoff LeBaron. 

FIELD TRIPS 

4/12: Bob Bieda (527-2623) will be searching for early warblers and other spring 
migrants at the Ashley Reservoir. Meet at the Holyoke Holiday Inn parking 
lot at 7:00 a.m. Bob hopes to see the first Pine and Palm Warblers of the 
year. The Fox Sparrow, Hermit Thrush and Ruby-crowned Kinglet are also 
possibilities. Remember to dress.warmly. Bring snacks if you wish. The 
trip will last for about three hours. 

4/19: Morris Lainer will again be leading an all-day trip to Plum Island searching 
for the Ruff, hoping for the male in dramatic breeding plumage. This rare 
shorebird is a visitor from Europe. Three of the past five years have 
produced one. This is also a very good time to see the more common early 
shorebirds and herons, and of course Plum Island is (almost) always good for 
early songbirds. You'll want to bring lunch, snacks and something to drink 
for this all-day trip. Be sure to wear layers of clothing and solid 
footgear for warmth and dryness. Call Morris (527-9412) for more 
information. 

May being the big migration month that it is and Wildwood Cemetery in Amherst 
being one of the big bird refueling areas, I have been asked to remind you that 
Wildwood is private property and we must always remember that we are guests on its 
paths. We have maintained a good relationship with the management over the years, 
and have been assured that birders are always welcome. Although it may seem 
obvious, remember to respect the privacy of people visiting grave sites. Park only 
in the appropriate places -- do NOT park on the lawns. Please respect the 
management's simple wishes and use common sense and courtesy when birding the 
facility so that we will continue to be welcome. 

5/6: Starting Tuesday, May 6, and continuing every Tuesday and Thursday 
throughout the month, the Club sponsors an early morning bird walk through 
Wildwood Cemetery. No need to register - just meet the leader at the gate 
at 6:30 a.m. These walks along the edge of the cemetery usually last until 
8:00 a.m. Various club members lead the walks. Some mornings warblers are 
dripping from the trees and other mornings this is just a nice walk in good 
company. 



Thinking a little deeper into May, you might be interested in considering 
participating in the North American Migration Count on May 10 and/or the 1997 
Birdathon on May 17. 

Also of interest is a pelagic trip offered by Massachusetts Audubon. On 
Saturday, April 26 there will be an all-day trip out of Harwichport heading toward 
the eastern shoals of Nantucket in search of seaducks, pelagic birds, and marine 
mammals. Bob Prescott and Wayne Petersen will lead the trip. For more information 
and to register call 508-349-2615. There is a fee. 

I remind you again to call the HBC VOICE (253-2218) to learn what birds are 
being seen in the area especially now that the spring migration is under way. 

BIRDING with HITCHCOCK 

Jan Ortiz, one of the HBC founders and a past president is a seasoned, 
dedicated birder with a special gift for communicating her love and knowledge of 
birds to others. She is again teaching Spring Birding Classes for the Hitchcock 
Center marking her tenth year in that position. The classes are geared to birders 
of all levels. The pace is leisurely. Slides and bird mounts are used in the 
classroom sessions in discussing migration, behavior, identification, song and what 
species are expected to be seen in the field. Time will be taken to note the 
progression of spring and how it relates to bird migration. 

There are two sessions. The eight week session is filled but there is still 
time to sign up for the second session that runs for four consecutive weeks starting 
in the classroom on Thursday, April 24 from 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. The field work starts 
Friday, April 25 from 8:00 a.m.- noon. There is a fee. Call the Center at 256-6006 
to register. 

Saturday, April 20, 9:45 a.m. - 12:45 p.m.: Karl Meyer, birder and nature 
writer, will lead a hawk watch at Bray Tower on Mt. Tom. The trip is free. Call 
the Center at 256-6006 for directions. 

BIRDING BY EAR - ON THE HOLYOKE RANGE: On Saturday, April 26, Sunday, May 4 
and Saturday, May 24 naturalist John Green will tune in to the flood of spring 
migrants while getting in shape as he leads three great hikes on the Holyoke Range. 
All walks are free and begin at 7:00 a.m. from the Notch Visitor's Center on Rt. 116 
in Amherst. 

And don't forget the GREEN SCENE, the Hitchcock spring fund-raiser and auction 
on Friday, May 2, 5:30 - 8:30 pm at the Red Barn at Hampshire College. Join 
members, friends, volunteers and staff for the Center's once a year fundraising 
party! Great food! Great music (Oompah band)! Great bargains! Great people! You 
can't miss and you'll also help support this important environmental organization. 
Tickets for the function will be available at the April meeting. 

CONSERVATION 

From Anne Lombard --

Birds in Forested Landscapes (BFL) is an ambitious new project that links 
volunteer birders and professional biologists in a study of the habitat requirements 
of the seven species of forest thrushes as well as the Sharp-shinned and Cooper's 
Hawks. Although thrushes may be common and conspicuous in most forest habitats, 
many of their populations are thought to be declining. By collecting critical data 
on distribution and nesting success of these species, participants will directly aid 
in the development of conservation strategies for these birds. 

We will base our surveys on the protocol originally developed for the Cornell 
Laboratory of Ornithology's Project Tanager which we have participated in for three 
years. We will be surveying our three nesting thrush species and the hawks in the 
ten forest sites of various sizes in the Amherst, Northampton and Granby which we 
used for Project Tanager. Small groups of two to four make two visits to each site 
in May and June. If you are interesting in participating, please call Anne Lombard 



(586-7509) for the Northampton area or Micky McKinley (367-9791) for the Amherst 
area. 

The NORTH AMERICAN MIGRATION COUNT is a nationwide count held on one day, the 
second Saturday in May (May 10). New England participation increased to over 500 
birders last year. It is like the Christmas Count in that you count all birds 
seen/heard on that day, but is different in that entire counties are count areas, it 
has no fees, and it occurs in warm weather at the height of spring migration. 
Individuals and groups can participate, so if you plan to be out birding that day, 
all you will need is to keep count. Organized bird walks will also be taking place 
at the three Audubon Sanctuaries in Hampshire County. Call Arcadia for information. 
Recording sheets will also be available at the April meeting or by calling Anne 
Lombard (586-7509). 

From Pete Westover --

The Amherst Breeding Bird Census will go into its eighth year of data gathering 
in June. Because people go on vacation and move away there may be a few circuits 
not covered this year. Pete is looking for people who are qualified and interested. 
Almost 95% of the data is gathered by ear so it is necessary that the person have a 
good knowledge of local bird song. If you interested in learning more please call 
Pete (256-4045) or David Ziomek at the Hitchcock Center (256-6006). 

CALL FOR ASSISTANCE -- an update 

March's letter contained information about Zeke Jakub, the sixteen year old HBC 
member who is trying to earn enough money to attend Camp Chan Chich, an 
international camp in Belize for young birders offered by VENT and co-sponsored by 
ABA. Many of you met and talk to Zeke at the March meeting. It seems appropriate 
to fill you in on what is happening now. 

His crow research won him the top prize at the Umass science fair earning him 
the right to compete at the state level at MIT in May. He hopes to receive his 
permit from U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service which he has applied for with the help of 
Don Kroodsma in time to allow him to add data to his project for the State Fair. He 
was on the radio (WHAI) talking about his research and will be doing a "Crow T.V." 
show on Greenfield local cable channel 6. His work has also been described in 
several newspaper articles. 

Zeke has gathered a lot of support. However, money is still a problem. He 
will be at the April meeting to deliver t-shirts and take orders. He is offering to 
do yard work and other odd jobs. Another possible option is finding someone willing 
to donate frequent flyer miles that will get Zeke from Bradley to Houston where the 
trip begins. Any help will be greatly appreciated. See him at the meeting or call 
him at 413-773-7906 if you have questions. 

########## 

I am sad to announce the passing of one of Massachusetts's truly great field 
ornithologists, Richard A. Forster, who died unexpectedly on April 2. A major 
birding figure in the State, Dick was a prolific writer, a master at field 
identification and an expert on bird distribution. He leaves a void that will be 
almost impossible to fill. 

Hoping to see you at the April meeting and in the field ---

Sally Venman, Secretary 


