
HAMPSHIRE BIRD CLUB NEWSLETTER -- October, 1996 

If you take a deep breath and read really fast, you may be able to finish this 
letter before the October meeting. Go for it! 

PROGRAMS 

We are 'thrilled to be able to offer a very special event on Monday, October 21, 
7:30 p.m. when Pete Dunne, a,major figure in the bird watching world will be the 
speaker at our regular monthly meeting. The title of his presentation is 
"Small-headed Flycatcher. Seen yesterday. He didn't leave his name". This meeting 
is being co-sponsored with the Allen Bird Club. Those who were privileged to hear 
Pete last November when he was the featured speaker at the Seventh Annual 
Massachusetts Birders' Meeting speak glowingly of his presentation. Please read the 
enclosed notice for more information. 

Because we expect to draw a large audience (and because the Amherst Town 
Meeting will be holding its fall meeting in the Junior High School) we have arranged 
to hold the meeting at MOUNT SAINT VINCENT NURSING HOME, an easily accessible, easy 
off 1-91 near the Ingleside Mall where there is plenty of room for parking and 
seating. I emphasize that this is an uncomplicated place to reach. You might want 
to call a friend and arrange to car pool. If you need a ride or would like to offer 
a ride to someone else call Sally Venman (549-1098) or Jan Ortiz (549-1768) for help 
with the arrangements. Enclosed with this letter is a map with easy directions. 

Pete will be signing his books before and after the meeting beginning at 7:00 
p.m. Bring your own Dunne -books or you can purchase them there. Cash or checks 
only, please. -- We don't do credit cards. 

Then, back to the Hitchcock Center when on Monday, November 18 David Spector 
will speak on the "Evolution of Field Guides." Save Monday, December 19 for the 
annual holiday "show and tell," "bring and brag" extravaganza when members show 
their own natural history slides, plans are made for the Christmas Bird Counts and 
we start our annual personal training program striving for excellence in holiday 
food consumption. 

FIELD TRIPS 

You should have already received the completed list of field trips through 
March 22, 1997. Let me know if you were missed. I'll have extra copies at the 
meeting. I'll be reminding you of the monthly trips in each newsletter, but you 
might want to take a moment to mark your calendars for those that especially 
interest you. Call the leader if you have questions or to register. For now --

Sunday, October 13: All-day trip to Quabbin Reservoir with Tom Gagnon 
(584-6353). Bring lunch, snacks, warm clothes. This trip is limited to 
16 people. Call Tom. 

Saturday, October 19: Three-quarter-day trip to Great Meadows Wildlife Refuge 
in Concord with Morris Lainer (527-9412). Bring lunch, snacks, warm 
clothes. Meet at 6:00 a.m. in Sunderland at the Center. 

Wednesday, November 6: Mid-week, half-day local trip with Harvey Allen 
(253-7963). Call him for time and meeting place. 

Sunday, November 10: Full-day trip to the Berkshire Lakes and Berry Mountain 
with Tom Gagnon (584-6353). Bring lunch, snacks, warm clothes. Meet at 
the Northampton Stop and Shop at 6:15 a.m. 



I remind you to call the HBC VOICE (WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS VOICE OF AUDUBON), at 
253-2218 to learn what birds have been seen in the area. To report sightings, call 
256-1836, leave your name and phone number, identify the bird(s), and say when and 
where spotted and how many. To receive information about birds being seen in 
Eastern Massachusetts Call the EASTERN VOICE at 617-259-8805. 

Monhegan Island - Memorial Day Weekend: It is not too early to think about the 
Club's annual trip to the Island. We leave from Port Clyde, Maine, on Friday, May 
23 and spend all day Saturday and Sunday on the Island enjoying the migrating birds, 
the spring wild flowers, hiking, eating, laughing and having a wonderful "escape." 
We return to the mainland on Monday. The cost last year was $220.00 per person plus 
shared gas costs to Port Clyde, parking, baggage fees, tips, lunches and snacks, and 
an optional lobster dinner on the Island. 

Places to stay on Monhegan are limited, and reservations need to be made the 
first of the year. This is an extremely popular trip and fills quickly. Scott 
Surner (253-7486) will be making the arrangements. Morris Lainer (527-9412) will be 
the on-island leader. If you plan on going or if you think you would like to go, 
insure a spot for yourself by making .a $25.00 deposit by January 1. Make the check 
out to the Hampshire Bird Club and send it to treasurer Mark Mount, 71 Mt. Holyoke 
Dr., Amherst MA 01002. Call Scott or Morris if you have questions. 

LIBRARY 

The HBC library, ably handled by Anne Cann, is located on the first floor of 
the Hitchcock Center, which is open Wednesday through Saturday, 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 
p.m.. It is for the benefit of HBC members. Please enjoy it. Three new titles 
have been added over the summer: Stokes Field Guide to Birds, Eastern Region, and 
Stokes Field Guide to Birds, Western Region, both by Donald & Lillian Stokes, and A 
Birders Guide to Maine by Elizabeth C and Jan E.Pierson, and Peter Vickery. If you 
have any suggestions for books which you would like to see added to the resources, 
please let Anne know. If you have birding books you no longer use which you would 
like to contribute to the library, they will be accepted with appreciation and made 
available to all HBC members. You can see Anne at the monthly meetings or call her 
at 253-7753. 

HITCHCOCK PROGRAMS 

You don't have to be a fan of Gilbert and Sullivan or David Spector to enjoy a 
rather unusual (!) evening combining ornithology and light opera. You will need a 
ticket to the Valley Light Opera's presentation of The Mikado for either Friday. 
November 1 or Saturday, November 2. An hour before the 8:00 p.m. performance David 
will give one of his delightful lecture and slide show combinations, "Ornithology of 
The Mikado focusing on "On a tree by a river ...," a song coming at a critical turn 
of the plot. This free lecture can be experienced at the Amherst Regional High 
School at 7:00 p.m. For ticket information contact VLO at P.O.Box 2143, Amherst, MA 
01004-2143. (Or I bet Sally or Bill Venman could also give you information at 
549-1098). 

MISCELLANEOUS 

The Arcadia Wildlife Sanctuary has programs that our members might wish to 
check out. On Thursday, November 7, 7:00 p.m. Chris Leahy will be at the Beyond 
Words Bookstore in Northampton with a slide presentation and lecture based on the 
book The Nature of Massachusetts. He will then stay for questions and signings. 

If you missed Don Kroodsma when he spoke to our Club on the "Birds of the 
Falkland Islands," you will have another chance when he presents his program on 
Thursday, November 21, 7:00 p.m. at the Sanctuary. 



I thought it might be useful for you to know the names and phone numbers of the 
HBC Board members and other individuals you might wish to contact. Board meetings 
are open to all members. Let us hear from you. 

Officers: 
President: Shirley Hilborn (549-1362). 
V. Pres. & Program Chair: Dennis McKenna (256-8439). 
Treasurer: Mark Mount (253-7580). 
Membership Sec'y: Diane Quilty (253-7568). 
Communications Sec'y: Sally Venman (549-1098). 

Members at Large: 
Bob Bieda, (527-2623). 
Sue Emerson (584-6736). 
Pat Lynch, (549-5850). 
David Norton (256-1767). 
Jan Ortiz, Immediate Past President, (549-1768). 
Scott Surner, (253-7486). 

Others: 
Conservation Committee Chair: Ann Lombard (386-7509). 
Decals and Patches: Diane Quilty (253-7568). 
Field Trip Chair: Bob Bieda, (527-2623) 
Library: Anne Cann (253-7753). 
Rare Bird Alert: Shirley Hilborn (549-1362). 
Refreshments: Laura Barr (772-2839) and Sue Emerson (584-6736). 
T-Shirts: Joanne Parker (548-9512) and Margaret Brown (323-5150) 

Many of you were present at the Hitchcock. Center last month at the event 
marking the completion of the long awaited bird-finding guide Birding Western 
Massachusetts: The Central Connecticut River Valley which was penned, proofed, 
polished and finally published with help from the birding community (mostly our own 
members). If you missed the fun but would like to purchase the book it is available 
at our meetings, at local book stores and at BACKYARD BIRDS. 

When there is space in the Newsletter, it has been our policy to help HBC 
members as follows: 

FOR SALE -- Kowa 7x40 fully multi-coated binoculars in excellent condition 
(used only eight or nine times). The owner, Ged Dorman, has found the binoculars 
heavier than she is comfortable with and would like to purchase a compact version. 
Call Ged at 253-9850 for more information. 

When there is space in the Newsletter, it is my policy to provide 
thought nuggets for pondering: 

If a book about failures doesn't sell, is it a success? 
If a parsley farmer is sued, can they garnish his wages? 
When it rains, why don't sheep shrink? 
Why are there interstate highways in Hawaii? 

AND 
If you're in a vehicle going the speed of light, what happens when you turn on 
the headlights? 

sclo 0-1 -#14z_ SI 

Sally Venman, Secretary 



Hampshire Sird Club 
Amherst, Massachusetts 

Pete Duane is coming! 

The Hampshire Bird Club will be. joined by the Allen Bird Club in co-sponsoring a major personal-
ity in the bird watching world, celebrated nature author and speaker Pete Deane, on Monday, Octo-
ber 21, at the Mount Saint Vincent Nursing Home in Holyoke. The 7:30 meeting will be preceded 
by a book signing at 7 p.m. The topic of Pete's talk — 

"Small-headed Flycatcher. Seen yesterday. He didn't leave his name." 

A word about his program.  . 

This is a tale of the rediscovery of the bird that 
both Alexander Wilson and John James 
Audubon claimed to have discovered nearly 200 
years ago. It was then, and remains today, the 
epitome of the rivalry, even the enmity, that ex-
isted between these twin pillars of American 
ornithology. 

About Pete Dunne . . 

In September 1975, Pete Dunne made a trip to 
Hawk Mountain Sanctuary in Pennsylvania on 
what would prove to be the best hawk flight of 
the season. As the last of the several thousand 
Broad-winged Hawks that passed that day en-
veloped the North Lookout in a living tornado, 
the 25-year-old Dunne made a promise to him-
self. Somehow, he vowed, he was going to 
spend the rest of his life watching birds. 

Twenty years, six books, five continents and 
nobody knows how many species of birds later, 
Pete Dunne has more than lived up to his 
promise. In 1978 Dunne became Director of the 
Cape May Bird Observatory. In 1984 he organ-
ized the World Series of Birding -- a 24-hour 
birding competition that attracts teams from the 
U.S. and abroad. He now holds the post of Di-
rector of Natural History for the New Jersey 
Audubon. He has become one of birding's best 
known figures and most eloquent spokespeople 
-- a "Renaissance birder" in the words of the 
American Birding Association's founding direc-
tor, Jim Tucker. 

Pete is a master story teller with wit and wisdom 
leading readers to the wonder and discovery of 

wild America and the joys of birding. He is 
author of Tales of a Low-Rent Birder, More 
Tales of a Low-Rent Birder, The Feather Quest, 
The Wind Masters, Before the Echo: Essays on 
Nature and co-author of Hawks in Flight. His 
column, "In the Natural State," appears biweekly 
in the New Jersey section of the Sunday New 
York Times, He appears regularly in American 
Birds, Birding, Bird Watcher's Digest, Living Bird 
Quarterly, NJ Audubon and Wildlife Conserva-
tion. 

A committed conservationist, Dunne served on 
the American Birding Association Board of Di-
rectors from 1988 to 1995. An authority on 
birders and their equipment needs, he is con-
sulted by many of the world's top optics produc-
ers. 

Remember — we've moved the meeting! 

Pete is traveling from his home in Cape May, 
New jersey, to be with us at this special meet-
ing. We expect him to draw a large audience, 
so we have arranged to move this one meeting 
to the Mount Saint Vincent Nursing Home in 
Holyoke. You will find easy directions on the 
back of this flyer. 

Book signing 

Pete will be signing his books at 7 p.m. and 
again after the program is over. Bring you own 
Dunne books or purchase them there. Cash or 
checks only, please. No credit cards. 

For more information, contact Shirley Hilborn 
(413-549-1362) or Dennis McKenna (at home at 
413-256-8439 or at work at 413-532-3246). 
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DIRECTIONS TO MOUNT ST. VINCENT NURSING HOME 

FROM THE NORTH: 

1-91 SOUTH TO EXIT 15 (INGLESIDE) 
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AT END OF THE EXIT PROCEED LEFT 

St.c.olN4 
AT IMMO. STOP LIGHT (SHELL STATION ON LEFT) PROCEED STRAIGHT 

TAKE FIRST LEFT AFTER THE CHRISTMAS SHOP 

3RD RIGHT IS MOUNT ST. VINCENT NURSING HOME 

FROM THE SOUTH: 

1-91 NORTH TO EXIT 15 (INGLESIDE) 

• AT END OF EXIT DEAR RIGHT 

AT MOW STOP LIGHT (SHELL STATION ON LEFT) PROCEED STRAIGHT 

TAKE FIRST LEFT AFTER CHRISTMAS SHOP 

3RD RIGHT IS MCUNT ST. VTNCIPMT NrIncTmo tinur, 


