
HAMPSHIRE BIRD CLUB NEWSLETTER -- November, 1996 

PROGRAMS 

Since the formation of the HBC in the spring of 1984, there are a few 
individuals who keep coming back as program presenters. I could say cute things 
like "we keep hoping they'll get it right this time," but the truth is that they 
interest, teach and entertain us so well. On Monday, November 18 David Spector, 
ornithologist, teacher, writer, President of the Board at the Hitchcock Center and 
long-time member of the HBC will be returning for the sixth time. His approach has 
been sometimes straight (The Life and Songs of the Yellow Warbler, his subject of 
concentration as a PhD candidate, and Bullfinches and Bulldozers, The Wildlife of 
Grand Caymen Island,) and sometimes unusual (Naturalists and Novelists and How to 
Misidentify a Bird, the subject of his article in the September/October, 1996 issue 
of Bird Watcher's Digest). He also served as the Moderator for our panel discussion 
on Birding Ethics. His program for this month is entitled "The Evolution of Field 
Guides." David received his PhD from UMass and went on to do three years of 
post-doctoral research at the National Zoo in Washington, D.C. He is now teaching 
Biology at Central Connecticut State University. Come let David challenge your mind 
and delight your birding senses with his extensive knowledge and wry sense of humor. 

Save Monday, December 9 for the annual holiday "show and tell," "bring and 
brag" extravaganza when members show their own natural history slides, plans are 
made for the Christmas Bird Counts and we start our annual personal training program 
striving for excellence in holiday food consumption. 

The new year will bring us Les Campbell on January 13 (slide show on Quabbin); 
Scott Hall, graduate student at UMass on February 10 (Puffin restoration project in 
the Gulf of Maine); Chris Rimmer, Director of the Vermont Institute of Natural 
Science on March 10 (Bicknell's Thrush); and Ethan Temeles on April 14 
(Hummingbirds, a multi-media presentation). 

FIELD TRIPS (etc.) 

On Sunday, November 10 Tom Gagnon (584-6353) will be leading a full-day trip 
to the Berkshire Lakes and Berry Mountain. Bring lunch, snacks and wear 
warm clothes. Meet at the Northampton Stop and Shop at 6:15 a.m. 

On Friday, November 29 Al Richards (665-2761) leads the annual "HBC Turkey Trot 
to Cape Anne and Plum Island." Meet at the Dairy Mart in Sunderland where 
Rts. 47 and 116 cross at 5:00 a.m. It's a full-day adventure so bring 
lunch and snacks and plenty of warm clothing. 

December brings us (among other events) the annual Christmas Counts. The 
Springfield Count (Bruce Kindseth at 745-9593) will be on Saturday, 
December 21; the Northampton Count (Jan Ortiz at 549-1768) on Sunday, 
December 22) and the Greenfield Count (Mark Fairbrother at 367-2695) on 
Sunday, December 29. 

Monhegan Island - Memorial Day Weekend reminder: Details of the trip were in 
the October Newsletter. If you plan on going or if you think you would like to go, 
insure a spot for yourself by making a $25.00 deposit by January 1. Make your check 
out to the Hampshire Bird Club and send it to treasurer Mark Mount, 71 Mt. Holyoke 
Dr., Amherst, MA 01002. Scott Surner (253-7486) will be making the arrangements. 
Morris Lainer (527-9412) will be the on-island leader. Call Scott or Morris if you 
have questions. 

Enclosed with this Newsletter is a blue sheet containing on one side the new 
CODE of BIRDING ETHICS, recently adopted by the American Birding Association Board 



of Directors. It is not copyrighted and the ABA encourages both individuals and 
groups of birders to adopt it or adapt it for their use. On the other side of the 
sheet you will find the HAMPSHIRE BIRD CLUB FIELD TRIP POLICY statement. Please 
take a moment to read both. 

The new Rare Bird Alert has been activated. So far we have been directed to a 
Ruddy Duck, a White-fronted Goose, a Dickcissel and a Boreal Owl. Not a bad start! 
I remind you that the tree will be updated in January if enough people wish to be 
added. Shirley Hilborn (549-1362) is the person to call. 

I again remind you to call the HBC VOICE (WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS VOICE OF 
AUDUBON), at 253-2218 to learn what birds have been seen in the area. To report 
sightings, call 256-1836, leave your name and phone number, identify the bird(s), 
and say when and where spotted and how many. To receive information about birds 
being seen in Eastern Massachusetts Call the EASTERN VOICE at 617-259-8805.

Also enclosed With this letter is a green sheet with the updated list of Rare 
Bird Alert numbers to call across the country. Whether you're planning a trip or 
just fed up with even anticipating New England in the winter, it's fun to find out 
what is being seen in far-away places. 

HITCHCOCK PROGRAMS 

Jan Ortiz will be offering a birding class, WINTER BIRDING: at the feeder and 
beyond, through the Hitchcock Center. The six week, Saturday morning sessions begin 
on January 18 and run through February 22. 

Jan describes this unique class as a perfect way to start birding if you are a 
beginner and an ideal way to hone your skills if you're more experienced. Because 
there are not as many birds around in the winter, it is a perfect time to study the 
area's move common species, learning them well and developing good basic birding 
skills. The class will study behavior, manner of flight, what birds eat and how 
they survive the winters. There are also "irruptive" species, wanderers that grace 
our feeders and fields some winters and are scarce or nonexistent in others. 

Classes begin at 7:00 a.m. inside the Center where the feeder birds are watched 
and discussed while the feeder watchers watch each other feeding on breakfast 
goodies. Besides that, Jan will have slides, mounts, cassette tapes, video tapes, 
guest speakers, whatever -- any and all will be used in an effort to learn and have 
fun doing it. Later in the morning it's out into the field to discover what this 
winter has to offer, be it Snowy Owls, Rough-legged Hawks, or winter finches. Or 
the group may take part in a raptor survey or decide to spend time sorting our 
area's gull population. Field outings will be local unless an extremely exciting 
bird tempts the group to a more distant spot. 

According to Jan, "We'll just have to see what birds this winter has in store 
for us. We never know, but then, that's part of the fun!" 

Call the Center (256-6006) for fee information and to register. 

MARC 

In the fall of 1991 the Massachusetts Avian Records Committee (MARC) was 
formed. The purpose of the Committee was "to evaluate and document reports of 
unusual occurrences of birds in Massachusetts, to provide a means by which such 
reports can gain acceptance as valuable scientific data, and for maintaining an 
official Massachusetts state bird list." Seth Kellogg, the Editor of Bird News of 
Western Massachusetts was one of the nine initial members of the Committee, the 
others being Kathleen Anderson, Brad Blodget, Richard Forster, Mark Lynch, Blair 
Nikula, Simon Perkins, Wayne Peterson (Chair), and Robert Stymeist, with Marjorie 
Rines as non-voting Secretary. MARC has been kept busy examining and in some cases 



reevaluating old Massachusetts bird records, along with processing more recent 
records that had not previously been subjected to rigorous scrutiny. 

The Committee takes action on reports of birds defined in the Bylaws as: (a) 
any species recorded in Massachusetts fewer that ten times overall or fewer that 
five times in the last twenty years; (b) any rare and/or difficult to identify 
species as designated by the Committee; or (c) any record of a species that is 
judged by the MARC to be geographically or temporally rare. In May of 1994 this 
Committee produced a state bird list that should prove interesting and useful to 
anyone with an interest in Massachusetts birdlife. 

I have given this background sketch which I have condensed from information in 
Bird News of Western Massachusetts for two reasons. First, I feel it is an 
interesting and an important aspect of the hobby we enjoy so much. And, second, 
because Jan Ortiz, past President of the HBC, teacher and program presenter has just 
been named to the MARC replacing Seth Kellogg whose term has expired. 

Congratulations, Jan! 
Good luck, Jan! 

And ----
Do I have a bird for you, Jan tHt l t l t H 

MISCELLANEOUS 

If you missed Don Kroodsma when he spoke to our Club on the "Birds of the 
Falkland Islands," you will have another chance when he presents his program on 
Thursday, November 21,. 7:00 p.m. at Arcadia Wildlife Sanctuary in Easthampton. 

Many of you were present at the event marking the completion of the long . 
awaited bird-finding guide Birding Western Massachusetts: The Central Connecticut 
River Valley. Published jointly by the Kestrel Trust and the Hampshire Bird Club, 
the book was penned, proofed, polished and finally published with help from the 
birding community (mostly opr own members):: If you missed the fun but would like to 
purchase the book it will be available at our meetings, at local book stores, and at 
BACKYARD BIRDS. The price is $12.00. 

BACKYARD BIRDS at 17 Strong Avenue in Northampton is happy to offer a 10% 
discount to all HBC members for ALL PURCHASES. Since we do not have membership 
cards, the store has agreed to accept as proof of membership an HBC Newsletter with 
mailing label showing that it has been sent to you by the HBC. Simply take this 
mailing to the store and show it when you make your purchase. The offer is good 
through August, 1997 and is for members only. And you thought that these mailings 
were just for sharing information. Well, think again! Aren't you lucky to be a 
member? 

Sadly I need to tell you of the death of Gerry Bozzo. Recognizing his role in 
introducing many young people to birdwatching during his years as a public school 
educator at the Amherst Regional Junior High School, our Club honored Gerry by 
making him an Honorary Life Member of the Club at our June, 1996 meeting. Many of 
our members benefited greatly from Gerry's teachings and leadership. He will be 
missed. The Club has made a memorial contribution to the Massachusetts State 
Audubon Society in his memory. 

Hoping to see you at the November meeting --

Ses2-4,\
Sally Venman, Secretary 


