
HAMPSHIRE BIRD CLUB -- May, 1996 

In order that the hands behind the word processor can be better employed as the 
hands behind the binoculars, this letter will be short! ("Oh sure -- Promises, 
promises," mumbles the reader.) 

PROGRAMS: 

• The HBC fledged fully in the fall of 1984. One of the first members and one of the 
first presenters made the long trek over the Holyoke Range from South Hadley to give 
an absolutely delightful program on her "addiction" -- the Black-capped Chickadee. 
The title of the program, "Flock Switching in Black-capped Chickadees" got lots of 
attention and was the first of roughly biannual visits updating her research. Her 
last update in November, 1992, was after the publication of her well received and 
very readable book, The Vack-capped Chickadee. She also participated as a panel 
member in an HBC program concerning birding ethics. In May of 1994 she focused on a 
spot far from her backyard mist nets and banded chickadees when she presented a 
program on "Antarctica." Now, two years later, HBC member Susan Smith, Professor of 
Biological Sciences at Mount Holyoke College, returns to inform and entertain us 
once again. On a recent trip to Alaska where she was presenting a paper at the 
American Ornithological Union convention she took time to explore the Pribilofs, 
Point Barrow, the Yukon Territory and Denali National Park. She will be showing 
slides of the scenery, the birds, the mammals and the flowers as she shares her 
adventures with us. Please note: we have not asked her back repeatedly (this will 
be her sixth visit) because she pays her yearly dues. Be there! You won't regret 
it! 

A short business meeting will precede the program. We are required by our By-laws 
to elect Board officers and members for the coming year at our May meeting. The 
nominating committee (Sue Emerson, Pat Lynch and Jim Marcum, chair) will present the 
following slate for your approval: Shirley Hilborn (President), Dennis McKenna 
(Vice President/Program Director), Mark Mount (Treasurer), Sally Venman 
(Communications Secretary), and Dianne Quilty (Membership Secretary), with Bob 
Bieda, Susan Emerson, Pat Lynch, David Norton, Jan Ortiz (Immediate Past President), 
and Scott Surner as Members at Large. Nominations will also be accepted from the 
floor, if seconded. 

The last program before our summer recess will take place on Monday, June 10. Bob 
Prescott, Director of Wellfleet Sanctuary on Cape Cod will talk to us about the 
birds of Cape Cod, featuring Monomoy Island. 

FIELD TRIP REMINDERS: 

May being the big migration month that it is and Wildwood Cemetery in Amherst being 
one of the big bird refueling areas, I have been asked to remind you that Wildwood 
is private property and we must remember always that we are guests on its paths. We 
have maintained a good relationship with the management over the years, and have 
been assured that birders are always welcome. Although it may seem obvious, 
remember to respect the privacy of people visiting grave sites. Park only in the 
appropriate places -- do NOT park on the lawns. Please respect the management's 
simple wishes and use common sense and courtesy when birding the facility so that we 
will continue to be welcome. 



Starting Thursday, May 2, and continuing every Tuesday and Thursday throughout the 
month, the Club sponsors an early morning bird walk through Wildwood Cemetery. No 
need to register - just meet the leader at the gate at 6:30 a.m. The walk is 
designed to finish at about 8:00 a.m. so you can catch some warblers before work. 

On Saturday, May 4 Seth Kellogg (569-3335) will be leading a new trip to a 
wonderful birding spot. He will be taking us to the marshes of South Windsor, CT 
for early warblers and possibly a Least Bittern. Meet at the corner of Barkhaul Rd. 
and Rt. 5 in Longmeadow, MA at 6:30 a.m. for this half-day trip. 

Saturday, May 11 is the date for the Annual North American Migration Count, 
described below. 

Saturday. May 18, is the date for the 1996 Massachusetts Audubon Birdathon. Join a 
team traveling to many parts of Massachusetts. Call Tom Gagnon at 584-6353 for more 
information. 

Friday. May 24, is the start of the Spring Monhegan Weekend led by Scott Surner 
(253-7484). 

On Saturday, May 25, Al Richards will lead a group to Plum Island searching for 
shorebirds and warblers. Call Al at 665-2761. 

On Saturday, June 1, an attempt will be made to find the Golden-winged Warbler if 
one of these increasingly rare birds is located in the area. Al Richards (665-2761) 
will lead the trip which is limited to ten people. 

Saturday. June 1 also marks the opening of the Massachusetts Audubon Society Art 
Show at the Smith College Museum of Art. The show continues through July 28. 

On Saturday, June 8, Don Kroodsma will be leading a group interested in "Dawn 
Birding by Ear" starting at 4:30 a.m. This trip is limited to twelve people. Call 
Don at 253-5519 for more information. 

Also on Saturday, June 8, a group led by Charlie Quinlan (634-0334) will try to 
answer the question "Are there Mourning Warblers in Cummington?" A search for the 
American Bittern will also take place. Meet the group at the Old Berkshire Snow 
Basin Ski Area on Rt. 9 in Cummington at 7:30 a.m. 

##### 

The NORTH AMERICAN MIGRATION COUNT is a nationwide count held on one day --
Saturday. May 11. It is like the Christmas Count in that you count all birds 
seen/heard on that day, but is different in that entire counties are count areas, it 
has no fees, and it occurs in warm weather at the height of spring migration. 
Individuals and groups can participate, so if you plan to be out birding that day, 
all you will need is to keep count. Recording sheets will be available at the May 
meeting or by calling Anne Lombard (586-7509). 

PROJECT TANAGER will continue for the third year in our area. This is a national 
project to research whether four species of North American tanagers are able to nest 
successfully in forest patches of different sizes. We have been studying 10 forest 
sites of various sizes in the Amherst, Northampton and Granby areas to determine 
whether Scarlet Tanagers are nesting. Small groups of two to four make two visits 
to each site in May and June. If you are interested in participating, please call 
Anne Lombard (586-7509) for the Northampton area or Micky McKinley (367-9791) for 
the Amherst area. 



I remind you again to call the HBC VOICE. By calling this recorded telephone 
service, operated and updated weekly by Scott Surner, you will learn what birds have 
been seen in the area and hear about events of interest not covered in the mailings. 
To receive this information call 253-2218. Check it regularly. 

HITCHCOCK CENTER: 

On Monday, May 6, 7:30 - 9:00 p.m., Hitchcock offers a program entitled NATURE POETS 
of the CONNECTICUT VALLEY: EMILY DICKINSON and OTHERS presented by Ted Sargent, 
Professor of Biology at the University. Author of Legion of the Night: the 
Underwing Moths, he is currently working on a book about the depiction of birds by 
American poets. He will discuss Emily's nature poetry and introduce us to some of 
the worthy, if lesser known, poets of our valley. 

EXPERIENCING THE ARCTIC -LIFE, ON THE EDGE on Wednesday. May 29, 7:30 p.m. Jan 
Ortiz is going to present a slide show on her recent trip to Baffin Island in the 
eastern Arctic. Last June Jan and friends traveled over frozen sea from the Inuit 
village of Pond Inlet to the tundra of Bylot Island and on to experience the drama 
and beauty of camping on the floe edge (where frozen ocean ends and open water 
begins). In this changing "river" of open water and pack ice marine and bird life 
congregate. Sound recordings will be used to help convey something of the wondrous 
quality of "living on the edge." If you missed the presentation in February or if 
you long to see it again here's your chance. 

Both programs are free and open to the general public. 

Oh, Oh, ... done with the letter ... still space left ... what to do with it ... 
must do something ... can't just toss out unused space ... the conservation police 
would get me .... 

Well - In the PASSING ON THE IMPORTANT DATES YOU SHOULD KNOW AND CELEBRATE category 
I remind you that in my February letter I told you about the skunks emerging to mate 
on February 8 and 9. Well --- birth announcements are in order. The mother skunks 
are due to deliver on May 10. Raise the champagne glasses! What a wonderful time 
to have a baby! 

Or I could tell you about the Calaveras Jumping Frog Jubilee (sort of a contest of 
the Amphibian Armadas) taking place in Angels Camp, California on May 19. 

And I just read about a very important advance in culinary cutlery, one that is sure 
to catch the imagination of the eating community. It is called the X-Tenda Fork, a 
new telescoping fork that reaches up to two feet. It is suggested for use in 
dessert-sharing. Look for its use in your favorite restaurant. It's only $10.00 
and can be found in kitchen stores. 

fl J 
ally 

Ooops ... Out of space ... have a GREAT birding May! ... Sally the Secretary 


