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Dear Friends, 

Remember wind? Remember rain? Remember the first sights, sounds, and smells 
of early spring? I guess we each have our own way of waking to the poetry of this 
season. Hearing the mournful "oowoo - woo - woo - woo" of the Mourning Dove, 
discovering the cracks in the earth as the crocus pushes through to the surface, 
smelling the night rain that sends the salamander lover the signal that says "get up 
and get going." 

Soon the woods will be filled with the sounds of "pssht", "tsuc-tsuc", "whshee 
whshee", "tseeet", "rrrrrk", sibilant kissing of back of hand, projecting squeaks 
and generic warbles as Birders (Homo avephilus) experience and respond to their own 
inner cravings. 

Let the HBC help you on your quest 

MEETINGS 

On Monday, March 11, 7:30 p.m. at the Hitchcock Center, our speaker will be 
Mark Blazis, a man of many talents and interests who could easily give us a full 
year of programs on different subjects. This month he will present a slide program 
on "The Birds of the Forest Islands of Bolivian Amazonia". Mark is a biology 
teacher, a recipient of the Roger Tory Peterson Nature Educator of the Year award, a 
writer, Land Trust conservationist, international field trip organizer and 
co-leader. He is a Masterbander and researcher working •on Lyme disease and 
neotropical migrant productivity and survivorship. It sounds like a great evening 
to drive away the chill of late winter. 

Be sure to save April 8 when Seth Kellogg will present a program about the 
breeding birds in Granville, Massachusetts. 

FIELD TRIPS 

The spring/summer (1996) Field Trip List will be sent to you with next month's 
Newsletter. For now plan on meeting spring head-on by sampling the following: 

3/9: Jim Marcum (549-1613) will lead a full-day trip to Southeastern 
Massachusetts. 

3/30: Find the waterfowl of the Connecticut River Valley with Al Richards 
(665-2761). Meet at the Hitchcock Center at 6:30 a.m. for this half-day 
trip. 

4/13: Bob Bieda (527-2623) will be searching the Ashley Reservoir for early 
warblers and other spring migrants. Meet at the Holyoke Holiday Inn parking 
lot at 7:00 a.m. for this three hour quest. 

4/20: Morris Lainer (527-9412) will again be leading an all-day trip to Plum 
Island searching for the Ruff, hoping for the male in dramatic breeding 
plumage. 

4/27: Harvey Allen (253-7963) searches for rails found locally this time of year. 
Meet him on the west side of the UMass stadium at 7:00 a.m. for the three 
hour search. 

5/2: And -- starting Thursday. May 2, and continuing every Tuesday and Thursday 
throughout the month, the Club sponsors an early morning bird walk through 
Wildwood Cemetery in Amherst. No need to register - just meet the leader at 



the gate at 6:30 am. The walk is designed to finish at about 8:00 am. so 
you can catch some warblers before work. 

5/4: Seth Kellogg (569-3335) will be leading a new trip to a wonderful birding 
spot. He will be taking us to the marshes of South Windsor, CT for early 
warblers and possibly a Least Bittern. Meet at the corner of Barkhaul Rd. 
and Rt. 5 in Longmeadow, MA at 6:30 a.m. for this half day trip. 

BIRDING with HITCHCOCK 

Jan Ortiz, HBC president, experienced birder, field trip leader and teacher 
will again be teaching the Spring Birding Class for the Hitchcock Center. There will 
be two sessions. Session One will run for 8 consecutive weeks (except for Easter 
Week), two times a week starting on March 20 (Wednesday evenings at the Center, 7:00 
- 9:00 and a choice of Saturday or Sunday mornings in the field, 7:00 - 12:00). 
There will be an all-day trip to Plum Island. Session Two will run for four 
consecutive weeks starting April 25. (The class will meet on Thursday evenings at 
Applewood from 7:30 - 9:00 with the field work on Friday mornings, 8:00 - 11:00). 
Jan offers this description: "The classes are geared to birders of all levels, but 
the pace will be leisurely. Ample time will be given to view and discuss the birds 
we see. Using slides and bird mounts in the classroom sessions, we will discuss 
migration, behavior, identification, song and species we expect to see in the field. 
We will also take some time each week to note the progression of spring and how it 
relates to bird migration." Call Jan at 549-1768 if you have questions. Call the 
Center at 256-6006 for fee information and to register. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Enclosed with this mailing is an update on the HBC Lending Library from Anne 
Cann. I remind you that the Hitchcock Center is open Wednesday - Saturday from 9:00 - 
a.m. - 4:00 p.m. should you want to use the library at a time other than at our 
Monday night meetings. Anne has done wonderful work setting up the library and 
keeping it current and filled with all kinds of materials to interest birders. 

First call for HELP from the "BIRDERS' FEEDER": For the past four years the 
very same Anne Cann has also been organizer and dispenser of goodies around the food 
table before, during and after our monthly meetings. Because four years is above 
and beyond the call Anne has asked to pass on the hot pot and cookie jar. Members 
are very generous in providing the goodies (there is a place on the membership form 
to indicate willingness to do so) and Anne asks that I thank all of you kind 
providers once again most sincerely. What is needed now is coordination and set-up. 
Two or more co-chairs would be ideal. If you think you would be willing to help 
keep the birders' stomachs happy, give Anne (253-7753) or Sally (549-1098) a call. 

'REMINDER 

BACKYARD BIRDS at 17 Strong Avenue in Northampton is happy to offer a 10% 
discount for ALL PURCHASES to all HBC members. Since we do not have membership 
cards, the store has agreed to accept as proof of membership either a letter or a 
postcard with mailing labels showing that it has been sent to you by the HBC. 
Simply take the latest mailing to the store and show it when you make your purchase. 
This offer is good through July, 1996. And you thought that these mailings were 
just for sharing information. Well, think again! Aren't you lucky to be a member? 

Guess that's it for March. 
Happy Duck Hunting! 



Bird Club Library News 

Thanks to the generosity of the Board, $100 has been 
donated for additions to the Bird Club Library. The 
following books have been ordered and are now available to 
members in the Hampshire Bird Club Library at the Hitchcock 
Center. 

1.  Birdfinder - A Birder's Guide to Planning North 
American Trips by Jerry A. Cooper. With this book you will 
be able to organize your own trips to many different 
sections of the United States and also know what birds you 
might expect to see while you are there as well as what the 
trip might cost. 

2. The Birds of New Hampshire,  a brand new guide to 
the birds of our neighboring state. 

3. The Birds of Southeastern Arizona  for those of 
you who bird in this region and those who would like to. 

4. Warblers of the Americas, An Identification Guide, 
by Jon Curson, David Quinn and David Beadle, 1994. This is 
a detailed identification guide summarizing much 
information about warbler species of North, South and 
Central America with many plates and diagrams. 

Please take a look at the library and see what would 
enrich your birding fun. It is easy to check books or 
magazines out during our monthly meetings and return them 
the next meeting. 

If you have books, tapes or videos you no longer need 
which might be of interest to other club members, please 
consider donating them to the Hampshire Bird Club Library. 
And if there are books you think the club should have, 
please let me know. 

Anne G. Cann 


