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AH, FEBRUARY -- the month of the Snow Moon, the month when we look to the 
groundhog for springtime hope, the month when skunks emerge to mate, when snow fleas 
can be found at the base of tree trunks, when we begin see signs of the maple sap 
run. It can be a very long cold month. We could get out there and experience 
nature's early signals of warmer days to come, or we could sit in front of the fire 
and create diversions that are a little less athletic and a lot less cold. For 
example, we could open a package of M&Ms, sort by color and determine the percentage 
of the new BLUE morsel comparing it to the more familiar RED, GREEN, and YELLOW. We 
should probably open many packages for more accurate and convincing data. Results 
could be tabulated and I would be happy to publish them. 

OR 

The truly creative winter birder might like to think along the lines of, say 
BARBIE. Barbie has been a ballerina, torch singer, equestrienne, stewardess, 
business woman, nurse, doctor, poet and an astronaut in a pink space pants outfit. 
She has been Talking Barbie, Tropical Barbie, Twist 'n Turn Barbie and Living 
Barbie. What's wrong with this picture? Something is obviously missing! I ask you 

WHERE IS BIRDING BARBIE " 7??? 

Think of the miniature binoculars, a tiny KOWA scope, that cute little pink 
backpack with a miniature HBC logo lovingly sewed to the front pocket. What a 
marketing opportunity! How and where would Ken fit in this picture? Really blows 
tLe mind, doesn't it? 

OR 

You could read on and find some HBC offerings that will speed the days to 
spring in a most pleasant and informative manner --

PROGRAMS 

"Experiencing the Arctic --- Life on the Edge." Jan Ortiz and Chris Page will 
present a slide show on their trip to Baffin Island in the eastern Arctic. Last 
June, Jan, Chris and four other HBC friends traveled in snowmobile pulled komatiqs 
over the frozen sea from the Inuit village of Pond Inlet to the tundra of Bylot 
Island and on to the drama and beauty of the floe edge. The floe edge is where 
frozen ocean ends and open water begins as it reaches across to Greenland. It is in 
this changing "river" of open water and pack ice that marine and bird life 
congregate. Sound recordings of Ivory Gulls, Thick-billed Murres, Narwhals and 
others will be used during the presentation in an attempt to convey something of 
the wondrous quality of "living on the edge." Jan and Chris will also share their 
stories and slides of the land, its people and the plant and animal life that they 
experienced on this incredible journey. One of the founding members of the HBC, Jan 
is now president of the Board. She teaches birding through the Hitchcock Center and 
is responsible for giving many of our members their birding start. A long time HBC 
member and former Board member, Chris is the artist who created the HBC Pileated 
Woodpecker logo. 



Be sure to save March 11 when Mark Blazis will talk on "Birds of the Forest 
Islands of Bolivian Amazonia;" and April 8 when Seth Kellogg will present a program 
about the breeding birds in Granville, Massachusetts. 

FIELD TRIPS 

2/17: Winter birds in the Berkshires with Tom Gagnon (584-6353). Meet at the 
Northampton Stop and Shop at 6:30 a.m. Half day. 

2/24: Winter Owls with Harvey Allen (253-7963). Number of participants is 
limited. Call Harvey for the time and to reserve a place. Weather must 
be very calm for the trip to run. 

3/9: Southeastern Massachusetts with Jim Marcum (549-1613). Full day. 
3/30: Waterfowl of the Connecticut River Valley with Al Richards (665-2761). 

Meet at the Hitchcock Center at 6:30 a.m. Half Day. 

There are three spots still open in Tom Gagnon's trip to the Greater 
Yellowstone Ecosystem in July (July 13 - 23). He will need to finalize reservations 
very soon and asks that you let him know NOW if you are considering taking the trip. 
He can be reached evenings at 584-6353. The deadline for signing up is a serious 
February 15. 

The Field Trip Committee with Bob Bieda (527-2623) as chair is meeting on 
Tuesday, February 6. The group is looking for additional trip leaders. Bird 
identification skill is not the most important requirement. Familiarity with a good 
birding location is. If you know of a good spot that would lend itself well to a 
birding group, please consider leading a trip there. If this interests you or if 
you have any suggestions regarding possible future spots to visit please give Bob a 
call. 

LIBRARY UPDATE 

Anne Cann reports that Shadowbirds: A Quest for Rails, by William Burt is now 
available in the HBC library. Bill presented a program to the HBC in March, 1994. 
A review of the book by David Spector was sent to you in October. Also new in the 
collection is a subscription to Bird Watchers' Digest. Anne calls your attention to 
two ABA supplements you may not be aware of. There is a directory of volunteer 
opportunities for birders covering North America and Hawaii and if you are in the 
market for new optics, books, field guides, videos, etc. you might find the 
annotated catalog and pricelist helpful. The Library is located on the first floor 
of the Hitchcock Center which is open Wednesday through Saturday, 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 
p.m. 

HITCHCOCK CENTER OFFERINGS 
(call the Center at 256-6006 for fees and registration) 

"Owling with an Expert - I" will take place on Saturday, February 17, 8:00 - 
11:00 p.m. Craig Allen, experienced birder and long time HBC member, will lead an 
owl prowl designed specifically for those who have never been out in search of these 
elusive night predators. And on Sunday. March 10, 3:00 a.m - 6:00 a.m. "Owling with 
an Expert - II" will find Craig again leading a prowl, this one designed for people 
who are looking for a challenge. 



MISCELLANEOUS 

Enclosed is the 1995-1996 membership list as of February 1. If you find 
errors, please let Tom Carpenter (584-0779) know. I will pass on any additions to 
the list as I receive them. 

Bird News of Western Massachusetts subscribers can be expecting the first issue 
to arrive in late winter. The Winter, 1996, issue contains the records for the 
Fall, 1995. 

I am extremely happy to announce that I finally got the New Members' Packet 
together and it is being sent this week. If you are a new member and you don't 
receive it soon, please give me a call. Included in the Packet are the By-laws, the 
Dead Bird Sheet (Does anybody have a use for this dead bird?), the HBC Field Trip 
Policy sheet, a copy of the ABA Code of Birding Ethics, the North American Rare Bird 
Alert, an HBC library information sheet, the HBC Feeder Checklist and a copy of 
Scott Surner's favorite game -- The Eight Question Birding Game, or "How to Keep 
Your Friends While Showing Off Your Birding Knowledge" as told to and translated by 
Lynn Rubinstein. Should anyone desire an extra copy of any of these, I'll always 
have them at the meetings or would be happy to send one to you. 

The Board of Directors received a letter from Blake Geryk, a fourteen-
year-old HBC member from Hatfield requesting Club sponsorship and support in his 
application for scholarship help to attend Camp Tejano in Texas in June. This camp 
and an Arizona based camp which Blake attended last summer on a partial ABA 
scholarship is run for the ABA by Victor Emanuel Nature Tours. These camps provide 
an opportunity for young people (twelve to seventeen) with intense interest in birds 
and nature to learn from some of the best in the field and to share their experience 
with other young people. For the past two years Blake has demonstrated an unusual 
level of ability, enthusiasm and maturity as he has pursued his birding interests. 
He has been an active member of our birding community. Because the Board feels it 
is very important to encourage young people who demonstrate these abilities and 
enthusiasm it has voted to sponsor Blake on behalf of the local birding community 
with a $100.00 donation. 

BACKYARD BIRDS at 17 Strong Avenue in Northampton is happy to offer a 10% 
discount for ALL PURCHASES to all HBC members. Since we do not have membership 
cards, the store has agreed to accept as proof of membership either a letter or a 
postcard with mailing labels showing that it has been sent to you by the HBC. 
Simply take the latest mailing to the store and show it when you make your purchase. 
This offer is good starting with this mailing and going through July, 1996. And 
you thought that these mailings were just for sharing information. Well, think 
again! Aren't you lucky to be a member? 

Hope to see you February 12! 

Sally Venman, Secretary 


