
HAMPSHIRE BIRD CLUB 
April, 1996 

MEETINGS:

On Monday. April 8. 7:30 p.m. at the Hitchcock Center, our speaker will be Seth 
Kellogg, whose face is well known to Western Massachusetts birders and whose name is 
well known to those who subscribe to Bird News of Western Massachusetts for which he 
has been Editor since 1985. Seth began birding in 1968. He is the Massachusetts 
editor of the National Audubon's magazine Field Notes and the Field Trip Chair and 
Executive Board member for the Allen Bird Club. He has served as Editor for The 
Hawk Migration Association Journal and has been its Continental Editor since 1991. 
He has been a member of the Massachusetts Records Committee since its inception in 
1992. Seth's program for us will be on the breeding birds in Granville, MA, where 
he has been conducting a roadside point survey for the past fifteen years. This is 
an especially interestinga rural area where the habitat has not changed, so if there 
is a change in status of breeding birds, it is because of changes in wintering or 
migration habitat. Come welcome Seth and learn about an unspoiled area that is 
producing interesting and important information. 

Save May 13 when Susan Smith (of Chickadee fame) will return to give us a slide 
program on Alaska, and June 10 when Bob Prescott, Director of Wellfleet Sanctuary on 
Cape Cod will talk to us about the birds of Cape Cod, featuring Monomoy Island. 

FIELD TRIPS: 

Enclosed with this letter is the spring/summer Field Trip List. You'll find a 
few new ventures along with the old favorites. For April and May check out --

4/13: Bob Bieda (527-2623) will be searching the Ashley Reservoir for early 
warblers and other spring migrants. Meet at the Holyoke Holiday Inn parking 
lot at 7:00 a.m. for this three-hour quest. 

4/20: Morris Lainer (527-9412) will again be leading an all-day trip to Plum 
Island searching for the Ruff, hoping for the male in dramatic breeding 
plumage. 

4/27: Harvey Allen (253-7963) searches for rails found locally this time of year. 
Meet him on the west side of the UMass stadium at 7:00 a.m. for the 
three-hour search. 

5/2: Starting Thursday. May 2, and continuing every Tuesday and Thursday 
throughout the month, the Club sponsors an early morning bird walk through 
Wildwood Cemetery in Amherst. No need to register - just meet the leader at 
the gate at 6:30 a.m. The walk is designed to finish at about 8:00 a.m. so 
you can catch some warblers before work. 

5/4: Seth Kellogg (569-3335) will be leading a new trip to a wonderful birding 
spot. He will be taking us to the marshes of South Windsor, CT for early 
warblers and possibly a Least Bittern. Meet at the corner of Barkhaul Rd. 
and Rt. 5 in Longmeadow, MA at 6:30 a.m. for this half-day trip. 

I remind you to call the HBC VOICE (253-2218) to learn what birds are being 
seen in the area especially now that the spring migration is under way. 

BIRDING with HITCHCOCK: (Call the Center at 256-6006 to register.) 

There is still time to sign up for the second session of the Spring Birding 
Class taught by Jan Ortiz. This session will run for four consecutive weeks 



starting on Thursday. April 25. The evening presentations run from 7:00 - 9:00 pm. 
The field work will be on Fridays starting Friday. April 26 from 8:00 am - noon. 
Due to a near-terminal attack of early spring fever I gave inaccurate information in 
the March letter. (OOPS) The class meets AT THE HITCHCOCK CENTER, not Applewood. 

Jan will also be leading a "Woodcock Watch" on Thursday. April 11 at 6:30 pm 
sharp (rain date Friday, April 12). She will start with a brief slide presentation 
on the Woodcock at the Center. Shortly before dusk the group will travel to a 
nearby site to view this unique courtship display. 

And don't forget the GREEN SCENE, the spring fund-raiser and auction on Friday. 
May 3. 5:30 - 8:00 pm at the Red Barn at Hampshire College. 

CONSERVATION: 

PROJECT TANAGER will continue for the third year in our area. It is a national 
project to test whether four species of North American tanagers are able to nest 
successfully in forest patches of different sizes. We have been studying 10 forest 
sites of various sizes in the Amherst, Northampton and Granby areas to determine 
whether Scarlet Tanagers are nesting. Small groups of two or four make two visits 
to each site in May and June. If you are interested in participating, please call 
Anne Lombard (586-7509) for the Northampton area or Micky McKinley (367-9791) for 
the Amherst area. 

The NORTH AMERICAN MIGRATION COUNT is a nationwide count held on one day, the 
second Saturday in May (May 11 this year). It is like the Christmas Count in that 
you count all birds seen/heard on that day, but is different in that entire counties 
are count areas, it has no fees, and it occurs in warm weather at the height of 
spring migration. Individuals and groups can participate, so if you plan to be out 
birding that day, all you will need is to keep count. Recording sheets will be 
available at the April meeting or by calling Anne Lombard (586-7509). 

AND: 

I had pretty well decided not to finish with any "asides" this time because of 
Newsletter Writer's Block (NWB) and had completed the letter ready for copying and 
sending tomorrow. Routinely reading the newspaper and listening to the radio news 
tonight I was really pulled down by all the dismal stuff that we seem to hear over 
and over. For some reason this time all the negativity really got to me. I took my 
limp emotions out for a slow walk in a field near my home. Before long I heard the 
"peent" and witnessed the spiral antics of the Woodcock, to me one of the great 
comics in nature. A listen to the left brought me spring peepers - the first of the 
year for me. As I moved toward home with a much lighter step I looked up and saw 
once again the fuzzy ball of the comet Hyakutake with its tail trailing far behind 
(was that just my imagination?). Hey folks -- we have picked ourselves a pretty 
wonderful hobby! If it rains tonight and the salamanders go, you'll never get this 
letter! 

GET OUT THERE AND EXPERIENCE SPRING THAT'S AN ORDiRI I I I I I I I 1

Sally Venman, Secretary 


