
HAMPSHIRE BIRD CLUB -- October, 1995 

PROGRAMS 

On Monday, October 16, Jon Dunn, a major figure in the bird watching world will 
be with us to talk about "WARBLERS." This meeting is being co-sponsored with the 
Athol Bird Club. Because we expect this special speaker to draw a large audience we 
will be meeting at the Amherst Junior High School Auditorium. Please read the 
enclosed notice for more information about Jon and for directions to the Junior 
High. 

Back to the Hitchcock Center on Monday, November 13 when State Ornithologist 
Scott Melvin will speak on the recovery program of the Piping Plover and will give 
us an update on Grassland Bird Management at Westover. And on Monday, December 11, 
we gather for the annual holiday party when members show their own natural history 
slides and plans are made for the Christmas Bird Counts. 

FIELD TRIPS 

Enclosed is the Field Trip Committee's list of trips through March. I'll be 
reminding you of the trips in each newsletter, but you might want to take a moment 
now to look over the offerings and mark your calendars for those that especially 
interest you. Call the leader if you have questions or to register. 

Saturday, October 7: Half-day search for sparrows with leader Scott Surner 
(253-7486). Meet at the Hitchcock Center at 7:00 a.m. 

Saturday. October 7: All-day trip to Plum Island for hawks and late migrants 
with Morris Lainer. Call Morris for details (527-9412). 

Saturday, October 14: All-day trip to Quabbin Reservoir with leader Tom 
Gagnon. This trip is limited to 16 people. Some hiking involved. Call 
Tom at 584-6353 after 6:00 p.m. to sign up. 

Wednesday, November 8: Mid-week, half-day local trip with Harvey Allen. Call 
him (253-7963) to arrange a meeting place. 

Monhegan Island - Memorial Day Weekend: It is not too early to think about 
this annual trip led by Scott Surner (253-7486). We leave from Port Clyde, Maine, 
on Friday, May 25 and spend all day Saturday and Sunday on the Island enjoying the 
migrating birds, the spring wild flowers, hiking, eating, laughing and having a 
wonderful "escape." We return to the mainland on Monday. The cost is approximately 
$200.00 per person plus shared gas costs to Port Clyde, parking and baggage fees, 
tips, lunches and snacks, and an optional lobster dinner on the Island. 

Places to stay on Monhegan are limited, and reservations for the annual 
Memorial Day weekend trip need to be made by December this year. It seems early to 
be announcing this trip, but it is extremely popular and fills quickly. If you plan 
on going or if you think you would like to go, insure a spot for yourself by making 
a $25.00 deposit by December 1. Make the check out to the Hampshire Bird Club and 
send it to treasurer Al Richards, 7 South Main St., Sunderland, MA 01375. Call 
Scott if you have questions. 

The Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem trip first offered by Tom Gagnon in 1993 is 
being planned again for 1996, July 13, through July 23 or 24 (depending on final 
itinerary). Tom will be providing full details in the next mailing, but you might 
wish to start thinking about it. 



LIBRARY 

Enclosed in this mailing you will find a review of the book Shadowbirds: A 
Quest for Rails by William Burt who was our guest speaker in March, 1994. The 
publisher sent the Club a copy of the book which David Spector agreed to review for 
us. Many, many thanks to David for his thoughtful and comprehensive work. The book 
can be found in the HBC library. 

In addition to Bill Burt's book, HBC Librarian Anne Cann wants you to know 
about other recent additions. The ABA publishes three Newsletters which we now 
receive. Birding comes monthly and contains many articles about birding and birding 
issues. Winging It also comes monthly and focuses on bird sightings, good places to 
visit, and much more. A Bird's Eye View is a newsletter aimed at our younger 
members. Also new in our library this year is a subscription to the monthly 
magazine Bird Watcher's Digest. 

New books in the collection include Bird Finding in New England by Richard K. 
Walton and Birds of Massachusetts by Richard R. Veit and Wayne R. Petersen. If you 
are planning a birding trip you might wish to look at Peggy Van Hulsteyn's book The 
Birder's Guide to Bed & Breakfast: United States & Canada. Should you want to 
purchase a book or other birding supplies the ABA Annotated Catalog and Price List 
is also available. 

The library, located at the Hitchcock Center, is for the benefit for members. 
Please enjoy it. If you have any suggestions for books which would add to the 
resources, please let Anne know. If you have birding books you no longer use which 
you would like to contribute to the library, they will be accepted with appreciation 
and made available to all HBC members. You can see Anne at the monthly meetings or 
call her at 253-7753. 

HITCHCOCK PROGRAMS 

FALL BIRDING CLASS: There is still space in Session 3 of the Fall Birding 
Class being taught by HBC president Jan Ortiz. There will be four Thursday evening 
classes (October 12, 19, 26 & November 2) each followed by four local field trips on 
Friday mornings. Please call the Center at 256-6006 for more information and to 
register. 

• BIRD SEED SALE: Pre-paid orders are due Friday. October 20th with pick-up on 
Saturday. October 28 9:00 am -- 1:00 pm. Call the Center for more information. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Remember to sign up for the Rare Bird Alert by October 1 by sending your form 
to Tom Carpenter or by contacting Jan Ortiz at 549-1768. 

I also remind you to call the HBC VOICE (WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS VOICE OF 
AUDUBON), the recorded telephone service, operated and updated weekly by Scott 
Surlier., You will learn what birds have been seen in the area and hear about events 
of interest to birders, special programs or field trips that may not have been 
covered in newsletters. To receive this information call 253-2218. Check it 
regularly. If you have bird sightings you wish to report call 256-1836. Scott asks 
that when reporting you leave your name and phone number, identify the bird(s), and 
say when and where spotted and how many. 



I thought it might be useful for you to know the names and phone numbers of the 
NBC Board members should you have suggestions, questions or concerns. Board 
meetings are open to all members. Let us hear from you. 

Officers: 
Jan Ortiz (President), 549-1768; Shirley Hilborn (Vice President & Program 
Chair), 549-1362; Al Richards (Treasurer), 665-2761; Tom Carpenter (Membership 
Chair), 584-0779; and Sally Venman (Secretary), 549-1098. 

Members at Large: 
Bob Bieda (Field Trip Chair), 527-2623; Morris Lamer, 527-9412; Pat Lynch, 
549-5850; Jim Marcum, 549-1613; Mark Mount, 253-7580 and Scott Surner, 
253-7486. 

The Seventh Annual Statewide Massachusetts Birders' Meeting, co-sponsored by 
the Massachusetts Audubon Society and the South Shore Bird Club, will take place on 
Saturday, November 18 at Stonehill College in North Easton. This informative day of 
presentations, discussions and identification workshops, with a reception, book 
signings, demonstrations, exhibits and an evening banquet will feature Jim Berry, 
Mara Silver, Jackie Sones, Dick Walton, Bob Fox, Steve Arena, Joe Kenneally, John 
Kricher, David Clapp, Candace Cook, Kathleen Anderson, and Wayne Petersen. The 
banquet speaker will be Pete Dunne whose subject is "Small-headed Flycatcher. Seen 
yesterday. He didn't leave his name." Registration is at 9:00 a.m. For more 
information, call 617-259-9506, Ext. 7401. 

Starting Friday, October 20 and running through Sunday, October 22 The Stony 
Brook Wildlife Sanctuary (Massachusetts Audubon Society) is sponsoring a trip to 
Brigantine National Wildlife Refuge, Cape May State Park and The Nature Conservancy 
Meadows, New Jersey, led by Sarah Jennings and Jack Lash. Phenomenal hawk 
migrations, amazing flights of Snow Geese and other fall waterfowl plus many 
migrating song birds are expected. To get more information, call Sarah Jennings at 
the Sanctuary, (508) 528-3140. 

The Forestry and Wildlife Management Department at Umass is requesting help 
from birders in collecting data on Canada Geese across New England during the 
migration this fall. There is growing concern over rapidly declining numbers of 
migrating Canada Geese while at the same time the numbers of resident geese are 
increasing. Many birds have been banded over the past five years using yellow or 
white neck bands (with black printing) or orange bands (with white printing). We 
are being asked to help gather information about these birds from which population 
dynamics can be determined and sound management decisions can be made. The 
essential data collecting time is from September 15 through October 30. Information 
needed is location of sighting (town, county, state); total number of geese 
observed; total number of collared geese (if any); collar code and color (if 
available). Canada Geese Sighting Reports will be available at the Bird Club 
meeting or by contacting Scott Jackson, UMass Extension at (413) 545-4743. 

See you at the JUNIOR HIGH --

SaQ.Q1.\

Sally Venman, Secretary 


