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PROGRAMS 

When HBC Program Director Shirley Hilborn attended the Annual Massachusetts Birders' 
Meeting last November and heard Richard Cech give his program on "Seabirds of the Northeast: 
Identification and Ecology" she knew this was a program she wanted to bring to our 
membership. On Monday, May 8 7:30 p.m. at the Hitchcock Center we'll have that chance. Rick 
has always had a particular passion for seabirds. He will provide an overview of New England 
seabird natural history and will specifically emphasize the identification of these often 
difficult-to-identify birds. Among the species that will be discussed will be tubenoses 
(shearwaters and petrels), gannets, jaegers and skuas, and alcids (murres, puffins, etc.). 
His varied talents have helped him function as Coordinator for the Jamaica Bay Environmental 
Coalition and as President of the Linnaean Society of New York. He is currently a consulting 
naturalist for Chanticleer Press, Inc., as well as Editor of The Anglewing, the newsletter of 
the North American Butterfly Association. Rick's various articles and natural history 
publications include A Distributional Checklist of the Buttetylies and Skippers of the New 
York City Area,and his outstanding photographs have regularly graced the pages of American 
Birds, American Butterflies, and Where the Birds Are. 

A short business meeting will precede the program. We are required by our By-laws to 
elect Board officers and members for the coming year at our May meeting. The nominating 
committee (Sue Emerson, Morris Lainer and Jim Marcum, chair) will present the following slate 
for your approval: Jan Ortiz (President), Shirley Hilbom (Vice President/Program Director), 
Al Richards (Treasurer), Sally Venman (Communications Secretary), Tom Carpenter (Membership 
Secretary) and Bob Bieda, Morris Lainer, Pat Lynch, Mark Mount, Jim Marcum, and Scott Surner 
(Members at Large). Nominations will also be accepted from the floor, if seconded. Board 
meetings are open to the general membership. Let one of us know if you would be interested 
in attending. 

FIELD TRIP REMINDERS 

Starting Tuesday. May 2, and continuing every Tuesday and Thursday throughout the month, 
the Club sponsors an early morning bird walk through Wildwood Cemetery in Amherst. No need 
to register - just meet the leader at the gate at 6:30 a.m. The walk is designed to finish 
at about 8:00 a.m. so you can catch some warblers before work. 

May being the big migration month that it is and Wildwood Cemetery being one of the big 
bird refueling areas, I have been asked to remind you that Wildwood is private property and 
we must remember always that we are guests on its paths. We have maintained a good 
relationship with the management over the years, and have been assured that birders are 
always welcome. Although it may seem obvious, remember to respect the privacy of people 
visiting grave sites. Park only in the appropriate places -- do NOT park on the lawns. 
Please respect the management's simple wishes and use common sense and courtesy when birding 
the facility so that we will continue to be welcome. 



Saturday. May 13 is the date set for the Annual North American Migration Count as 
described below Contact Anne Lombard at 586-7509. 

Saturday. May 20, is the date set for the 1995 Massachusetts Audubon Birdathon. Call 
Tom Gagnon at 584-6353 for more information. 

t _ V 
Friday, May 26, is the start of the Spring /pion Weekend led by Scott Sumer. 

On Saturday. May 27, Al Richards will lead a group to Plum Island searching for 
shorebirds and warblers. Call Al at 665-2761. 

On Saturday June 10, Don Kroodsma will be leading a group interested in "Dawn Birding 
by Ear" starting at 4:30 a.m. Call Don at 253-5519 for more information. 

On the evening of Saturday. June 17 Al Richards (665-2761) will be searching for 
Whip-Poor-Wills. 

On Friday. June 23, Tom Gagnon will lead a three-day camping/motel trip to the 
Connecticut Lakes in Northern New Hampshire. Call Tom at 584-6353 if you are interested or 
need more information. 

I remind you again to call the HBC VOICE. By calling this recorded telephone service, 
operated and updated weekly by Scott Sumer, you will learn what birds have been seen in the 
area and hear about events of interest not covered in the mailings. To receive this 
information call 253-2218. Check it regularly. 

HITCHCOCK CENTER 

(Call the Center at 256-6006 for more information and to register) 

On Saturday, May 6 and again on Saturday, June 17 aerobic walking and ear training will 
be the order of the morning when naturalist John Green will be "Birdthg by Ear on Foot" at 
Quabbin from 6:30 - 10:00 a.m. You'll learn a lot about identifying the many beautiful bird 
songs of a New England spring, meeting your target heart rate at the same time. 

And on Saturday. June 10. 10:00 a.m. - noon, Hitchcock will be visiting with Tom Ricardi 
at his Bird of Prey Raptor Rehabilitation facility. 

CONSERVATION 

The fourth Annual North American Migration Count will occur on Saturday. May 13. The 
NAMC is like a Christmas Count in that it includes counting all birds seen/heard on a given 
day. Unlike a Christmas Count, the NAMC is a nationwide count held on one day only (second 
Saturday in May), has entire counties as count areas (instead of fifteen mile diameter 
circles), has NO fees, and occurs in WARM WEATHER (!). 



In the 1994 NAMC, more than 5,000 observers in 46 states saw over 583 species and more 
that 8 million individuals. Unfortunately there were only 87 participants in all of New 
England. In an attempt to expand the coverage in New England this appeal is going out to 
many birders and bird clubs. The HBC is participating in the North American Migration Count 
for the first time. 

Chances are pretty good that you will be on your own favorite birding grounds sometime 
on the 13th, by yourself or with friends. Why not join the Count? Simply record numbers and 
species on the tally sheet available through Anne Lombard. If you are interested call Anne 
at 586-7509, leave your name and address and she'll send you a copy. Return the completed 
sheets to Anne after May 13th. The Hampshire County totals will then be forwarded to the 
Northeast Regional Coordinator of NAMC. Anne would be happy to put you with a group if you 
would like. Just call and ask. Please do all that you can to spread the word about this 
important information gathering event. 

And -- don't forget about PROJECT TANAGER described in the last newsletter. Anne or 
Micky McKinley (367-9791) would be happy to answer questions and sign you up. 


