
HAMPSHIRE BIRD CLUB -- June, 1995 

PROGRAM: 

Have we got a show for you!!! Julio de la Torre is a well-known naturalist, lecturer, 
free-lance editor, translator, author, natural history consultant, announcer, narrator, and 
teacher (phew!). This will be his third visit with us. He is a dynamic speaker, dramatic 
and theatrical - a real "ham." (He is also a former opera singer.) Chris Hill, a birding 
friend who left this area a few years back to continue his owl studies elsewhere loved 
telling the story about his first owl prowl with the man. All was going well and in the 
fairly standard manner of a nighttime owl prowl when Julio suddenly broke the silence loudly 
and enthusiastically with a favorite operatic aria. It certainly got Chris's attention --
wonder how the owl reacted? This multi-talented speaker will be our guest on Monday, June 
12, 7:30 p.m. at the Hitchcock Center. If you have or can get a copy of his highly acclaimed 
book Owls: Their Life and Behavior I am sure he would be happy to sign it for you. There is 
extra parking at the Common School behind the Hitchcock lot should we need it. 

FIELD TRIP REMINDERS: 

On Saturday, June 10, Don Kroodsma will be leading a group interested in "Dawn Birding 
by Ear" starting at 4:30 a.m. Call Don at 253-5519 for more information. 

On the evening of Saturday, June 17 Al Richards (665-2761) will be searching for 
Whip-Poor-Wills. 

Leaving on Friday, June 23 and returning on Sunday. June 25, Tom Gagnon and Morris 
Lainer will lead a camping/motel trip to the Connecticut Lakes in Northern New Hampshire. 
This beautiful and fascinating area, birthplace of the Connecticut River, boasts acres of 
timberlands, mountains, lakes, streams and forest trails. Highlights expected by the leaders 
are the Common Loon, Black-backed Woodpecker, Olive-sided Flycatcher, Yellow-bellied 
Flycatcher, Common Raven, Boreal Chickadee, Gray Jay plus 20 species of breeding warblers. 
And the elusive Spruce Grouse is always a possibility. Birds are not the only reason for 
visiting this picturesque area. Moose, Snowshoe Hare, butterflies and magnificent 
wildflowers are usually sure things. Call Tom at 584-6353 or Morris at 527-9412 if you are 
interested or need more information. 

On Monday July 24, Bob Bieda will be leading the first of four Monday morning trips to 
the Longmeadow Sandbar for shorebirds. The trips (from 7:00 to 9A0 a.m.) will run only if 
the sandbar is exposed so check with Bob (527-2623) before going. The group will meet in the 
vacant lot across from the leaf dump on West Street in Longmeadow. Other sandbar dates are 
August 14. 21, and 28. 

On Saturday, August 12, Al Richards (665-2761) and Bob Bieda (527-2623) will be taking 
12 people to Monomoy Island. 

On Saturday. August 19 Scott Sumer (253-7486) travels to the East Coast of Maine. 



On Saturday, September 9 Jim Marcum (549-1613) goes to Plum Island for shorebirds and 
warblers. 

Al Richards (665-2761) claims that Friday, September 15, will be "THE BEST DAY OF THE 
FALL TO WATCH HAWKS". He will meet people at Goat Peak Tower on Mount Tom at 9:00 a.m. 

And, on Saturday September 23, Bob Bieda (527-2623) will be helping us to sort out the 
fall warblers. 

I am pleased to be able to announce that there is now a CAPE COD NATURAL HISTORY 
HOTLINE (508-349-9464): a recorded message, updated weekly, reporting recent sightings of 
birds, butterflies, dragonflies, and other natural history events occurring on Cape Cod. 

And -- don't forget to call the HBC VOICE. By calling this recorded telephone service, 
operated and updated weekly by Scott Sumer, you will learn what birds have been seen in the 
area and hear about events of interest not covered in the mailings. To receive this 
information call 253-2218. Check it regularly. 

HITCHCOCK CENTER: 

On Saturday. June 10. from 10:00 a.m. to noon, Hitchcock will be visiting with Tom 
Ricardi at his Bird of Prey Raptor Rehabilitation facility. And on Saturday. June 17 aerobic 
walking and ear training will be the order of the morning when naturalist John Green will be 
"Birding by Ear on Foot" at Quabbin from 6:30 - 10:00 a.m. 

Call the Center at 256-6006 for more information and to register. 

AND --

That should just about do it for another HBC year. You'll next hear from me in August 
when I come after your money. (The membership year runs from September 1 - August 31.) I 
mention it now so that you'll have the summer to think about what is really important in your 
life, list priorities, and start putting aside large amounts of money to support the HBC in a 
VERY BIG BIRDER way. (Hey -- we'll still say "hi" and send notices for $10.00, but at the 
supporting level we stand up and shout "HI"!!!!) 

Out of things to celebrate? Is your life just one boring day after another? Then for 
heavens sake put Pizazz in place of ordinary this summer. Invite the neighbors in, clink 
glasses of Koolade, light candles on Oreo cookies, and give three cheers for --

JUNE: This month is National Turkey Lover's Month and two birthdays will be celebrated. 
Donald Duck will be 53 on the 9th and Garfield the Cat's special day is the 19th. On the 
21st we celebrate the official adoption of the Eagle as our national symbol. (Ben Franklin 
wanted to see the Turkey in that spot.) Speaking of which, does anyone out there remember 
what president said, "sure we make mistakes, but point them out and we will correct them. 
Let's not throw the baby out, though, with the dishes?" Clue -- the year was 1987 and the 
same president once said that "trees pollute air." 



JULY: A hot month. Take your mind off the heat on the 12th when Buckminster Fuller 
(inventor and architect) would be blowing out 100 candles if he still had breath. Celebrate 
by using toothpicks and pea sized balls of clay and build yourself a geodesic dome. Then on 
the 23rd, if you can't be in Freemont, Michigan to celebrate National Baby Food Festival Day, 
at least spread a cracker with your favorite baby food meat (substitute vegetable if you are 
vegetarian). 

AUGUST: Time to insulate the body in preparation for the long cold winter ahead. Find 
inspiration and motivation in the following and eat your way through August. 

1 -- Shredded Wheat was invented in 1893. 
5 -- National Mustard Day celebrated nationwide. 
13 - The Annual Peanut Party will be held in Pelion, South Carolina. 
14 - Julia Child celebrates her 83rd birthday. 
23 - Fannie Farmer opened her Boston School of Cookery in 1902. 
28 - On this date in 1798 John J. Dufour established the first successful vineyard 

in Lexington, Kentucky. 

Just one final thought as you go into the summer, possibly visiting new and different birding 
spots, searching for new and different species of birds: 

"Birds don't read the books. (That's why they are seen doing things they are not 
supposed to do.)" 

-- Mary Wood 

HAVE A WONDERFUL BIRD-FILLED SUMMER!!! 
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