
HAMPSHIRE BIRD CLUB 
December 1995 

"THE GREAT DAY COMETH" echoes across winter-locked fields. 

AHHHHH! 

3:00 a.m.: A frigid vigil by a railroad crossing ---
listening --- listening --- Was that a Long-eared Owl 
calling? 

Dawn: An icy trudge through open fields, expectant ears 
listening --- listening --- there it is, the sparrow's 
"chip"! Could it possibly be a Clay-colored? 

Sunset: Even though weary, cold and hungry, the eyes of our 
birder are on fire with excitement. No identification 
questions this time. The climactic moment of the day has 
arrived as our hero zeros in on and begins the count of the 
Starlings along the Connecticut River: 5432 ... 5433 ... 
5434 ... 5435 ... 5436  

WOW! 

Yup -- it's that time again. The Annual CHRISTMAS BIRD 
COUNT is upon us and will be plotted and planned at our next 
meeting on Monday. December 11, 7:30 pm, at the Hitchcock 
Center. The Christmas Bird Count is a census of birdlife 
taken annually at the end of the year across the Continent. 
It was stAri-pd in 15199 as an al-Korr. 4-4,ve. tc. 4-11.,-; tr- t 4onal 
Christmas "side hunt," a time when hunters would go out 
after Christmas dinner, choose sides and compete to see 
which group could shoot the most birds. The count is 
sponsored by the National Audubon Society and is undertaken 
by volunteers who count not only the different species of 
birds but also the actual number of individuals. Thousands 
of birdwatchers participate in this major information-
gathering event. Data fed into the computer show densities 
of wintering bird populations and help to point out cyclical 
movements and evidence of changes in populations. Studied 
over the years, the information is helpful in detecting 
trends and pinpointing problems. 

You don't have to be an expert and you don't have to 
count all day. If you are a beginner, you can be put with an 
experienced birder. You can participate simply by counting 
birds at your feeders in the warmth of your home. 

Our local count (Northampton Christmas Count) is being 
organized by Jan Ortiz and will take place on Sunday, 
December 17. It covers an area on both sides of the river. 
Immediately following the Count participants will meet at 
Arcadia for the compilation. (There will not be a potluck 
this year.) A $5.00 fee to cover costs of compiling and 
publishing the results is required from all field observers. 
The fee does not apply to feeder watchers unless they wish 
to be listed with participants in the special CBC issue of 
Field Notes published by the National Audubon Society. If 
you are interested in participating in this local count but 



can't attend the meeting, please call Jan Ortiz (549-1768) 
for information and assignment. 

Other counts: Springfield, December 16 (call Bruce 
Kindseth at 745-9593); Quabbin, December 30 (call Scott 
Surner at 253-7486) and Greenfield, December 31 (call Mark 
Fairbrother at 367-2695). 

MEETINGS 

The meeting on Monday. December 11, at the Hitchcock 
Center at 7:30 p.m. is the annual holiday party when members 
have the opportunity to tell their Big Bird Stories and show 
their own slides. Any natural history subject is welcome, 
but no more than ten slides, please. Everyone is asked to 
bring a snack or dessert to share so that we get an early 
start on holiday eating. Christmas Count planning will 
follow the meeting. 

Beth Goettel, Wildlife Biologist with the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service will speak to us on Monday, January 8. The 
title of her presentation is "The Silvio Conte National Fish 
and Wildlife Refuge: What's in it for the Birds?" On 
Monday, February 12 the infamous team of Ortiz and Page (Jan 
and Chris) will tell us about their trip to the Arctic. And 
on Monday, March 11 Mark Blazis will talk on "Birds of the 
Forest Islands of Bolivian Amazonia." 

FIELD TRIPS 

Two January trips are planned to give you a good start 
on your year list, or to help you fulfill your New Year's 
Resolution to bird more. On Saturday, January 6 Bob Bieda 
(527-2623) will lead a trip to the North Shore. Meet at the 
Hitchcock Center at 6:00 a.m. And on Saturday, January 27 
Al Richards (665-2761) searches for waterfowl from Falmouth 
to Plymouth. Meet at the Hitchcock Center at 6:00 a.m. or 
the Ames parking lot near the Palmer Turnpike entrance at 
6:30 a.m. Both are full-day trips. Wear warm clothes, 
bring lunch, and snacks. 

Scott Surner (253-7486) reminds us 
deposit of $25.00 to hold a spot on the 
Weekend Monhegan trip. Make your check 
Bird Club and send it to Al Richards, 7 
Sunderland, MA 01375. 

to send in our 
annual Memorial Day 
out to the Hampshire 
South Main St., 

Tom Gagnon's information about the Yellowstone trip is 
enclosed with this letter. 

The Field Trip Committee will be meeting this winter to 
finish plans for the year and to discuss future long 
distance trips. If you have any field trip ideas, or 
suggestions for special places you would like to bird (near 
or far), or if you would like to be considered as a field 
trip leader please get in touch with Bob Bieda at 21 Pomeroy 
St., Easthampton, MA 01027. Any input would be appreciated. 



MISCELLANEOUS 

Anne Cann would like to thank all of you who have been 
helping to fill the HBC bookcase at the Hitchcock Center 
this year with contributions of books and magazines. She 
also reminds you that she welcomes ideas for new materials 
as well as contributions. Call her at 253-7753. 

Jan Ortiz has asked me to tell those of you who joined 
the HBC after the Rare Bird Alert telephone tree was set up 
and would like to be included in the future that she'll be 
putting together a revised list early in '96. Get in touch 
with Jan (549-1768) if you are interested. 

If you haven't already done so and wish to subscribe to 
Bird News of Western Massachusetts at $4.00 a year, send a 
check made out to Hampshire Bird Club to Al Richards, 7 
South Main St., Sunderland, MA 01375 by December 15. Your 
first issue will arrive later this winter. 

Enclosed with this letter is the 
Bird Alert numbers to call across the 
you're planning a trip or just fed up 
the winter, it's fun to find out what 
far-away places. 

list of updated Rare 
country. Whether 
with New England in 
is being seen in 

To enhance your winter feeder viewing pleasure you'll 
also find a Feeder Check List enclosed. This is just for 
fun - we aren't doing a survey. Get copies of the chart 
made at your local copy place so recording can continue past 
January. 

If you find yourself in Boston over the holidays you 
might want to check out the Mass Audubon/Museum of Science 
exhibit HUNTERS OF THE SKY which runs through January 8. 
Call 617-723-2500 for admission fees. 

Finally, coming next month (if the computer gods remain 
friendly), the new members will receive the NEW MEMBERS 
PACKET with all kinds of wonderful information available 
only through HBC! And, early in '96 all members will 
receive a list of all HBC members giving addresses and phone 
numbers as recorded by you on your membership form. Call 
Tom (584-0779) or me (549-1098) if you prefer not to be 
listed or if there have been changes we may not have. 

THAT'S IT!!! 
except for ----

As a certain Mr. S. Claus was said to exclaim, 
out of sight ---

"HAPPY BIRDING to ALL and to all A GOOD FLIGHT" 

and to you, a wish for -- HAPPY and BIRD-FILLED 
from your somewhat stressed and sometimes silly 

ere he drove 

HOLIDAYS 
scribe - 



HAMPSHIRE BIRD CLUB TRIP 

THE GREATER YELLOWSTONE ECOSYSTEM 

WHEN: July 13 - July 23, 1996 

TRAVEL: We will fly out of Bradley Field on the 13th on American Airlines. Travel 
while in Wyoming and Montana will be by rental car. The cost of the car and gas is 
included in the estimated trip price. 

FOOD: Breakfast will be in local restaurants. We will bring lunch and snacks for 
the trail and for traveling and will plan on a good dinner in the evening in one of 
the many local restaurants. No food costs are included in the estimated trip price. 

LODGING: We will be staying in motels in the Jackson, Wyoming and the West 
Yellowstone, Montana areas. Estimated trip price is per person based on double 
occupancy. If you prefer to have a room to yourself at extra cost it should be 
available if you request it soon. 

This is NOT JUST A BIRDING TRIP. The wild flowers should be near their peak 
and we definitely want to take time to enjoy them. We will be doino a mammal list 
as well as a bird list. Big game - Elk, Buffalo, Mule Deer, Bighorn Sheep, and 
Antelope - are real possibilities. There are also many small mammals we'll be 
seeing. And as for birds, how about Mountain Bluebirds, Trumpeter Swans, Golden 
Eagles, Broad-tailed Hummingbirds, Ruffous Hummingbirds, Blue Grouse, White 
Pelicans, Avocets, Rock Wrens, Clark's Nutcrackers, Black-headed Grosbeaks, Western 
Tanagers, Lazuli Buntings, MacGillivray's Warblers, and on and on and on! This is 
one of the most photographed areas in this beautiful country and you will want to 
bring plenty of film. 

Because we will be flying into an area with a valley floor elevation of about 
6500 feet above sea level, the first two days of the trip will be scheduled around 
very short, easy walks and casual driving in and around the Grand Teton National 
Park area to allow our bodies to adjust to the high altitude. Later in the week we 
will be taking several short hikes and one optional long, all-day hike. I have 
scheduled specific day trips to different areas of the Grand Teton National Park, 
Yellowstone National Park and to Red Rocks Lake National Wildlife Refuge. 

Our time in Yellowstone will be spent traveling from one scenic area to 
another. We will see the Yellowstone Grand Canyon, Old Faithful and Mt. Washburn to 
name a few. Not much hiking in Yellowstone because of limited time and the 
possibility of Grizzly Bears. 



LEADER: Tom Gagnon (584-6353) 

Tom worked for the National Park Service at the Grand Teton National Park for 
three summers in the mid 60's. He has since returned three times for summertime 
vacations, most recently in July 1990 to view the burned areas of the 1988 
Yellowstone fires. Tom has great love and knowledge of the area and his boundless 
enthusiasm is very contagious. Call him for a more detailed itinerary or to get 
your specific questions answered. 

The Estimated total trip cost is between $1200.00 and $1,300.00 per person, 
based on double occupancy. This includes air fare, car rental, gas, lodging and 
leadership fee. Single rooms, if available, can be requested at additional cost. 
Not included are food, optional trips (float trips, tram-way ride above Alpine 
country, etc.), and personal incidentals. 

A $200.00 deposit is due by February 1 with the balance due on or before May 1. 
Checks should be make out to the HAMPSHIRE BIRD CLUB and mailed to the treasurer, Al 
Richards, 7 South Main St., Sunderland, MA 01375. 

TRIP IS LIMITED TO 15 PEOPLE (plus Tom) 
MINIMUM -- 7 PEOPLE (plus Tom) 

Please call Tom as soon as possible if you have questions or to let him know 
you are interested so he can get moving on the reservations. Tom can be reached 
evenings at 584-6353. 
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/ . 

- 
. 

Hairy Woodpecker
0 

Blue Jay , 
Black-capped Chickadee 
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) Tufted Titmouse 
Red-breasted Nuthatch _ 
White-breasted Nuthatch 
Northern Mockingbird 

European Starling 

Northern Cardinal 
, 

American Tree Sparrow 
Chipping Sparrow 

Fox Sparrow 
I 

Song Sparrow 

White-throated Sparrow 
, 

, White-crowned Sparrow 
, 
, Dark-eyed Junco 

Red-winged Blackbird 
_ 

Common Grackle . . _ . 
Brown-headed Cowbird 
Purple Finch 
House Finch 

— 

Common Redpoll 
, 

Pine Siskin 
American Goldfinch 
Evening Grosbeak 

. 

House Sparrow 
_. , 
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HAMPSHIRE BIRD CLUB, INC. 
FEEDER CHECKLIST 

The enclosed check list is being distributed to all the members of the HBC 
to encourage more active and intensive observation of birds at feeders. We 
hope that you will find the list worthwhile and will put it to use. If many 
club members begin to actively make the observations necessary to record 
the information on this sheet, a number of things should happen. 

I. More intense observation will likely result in more frequent observations 
of rare birds. (Please let one of the club officers know if you see a varied 
thrush, dickcissel, golden-crowned sparrow, or any other bird that appears 
to be out of its normal range.) 

2. You will become more observant and the skills you develop while 
watching feeder birds from your window will be useful in the field. 

3. You will have more fun watching your feeders! 

4. Information to a degree not currently available, on the comings and 
goings of winter birds in the area, will begin to accumulate. 

Item number three is the most important of the above since the major 
purpose of the HBC is to help the members enjoy birds and birding. A 
number of club members are already using a list such as this and can vouch 
for the enjoyment to be gained. 

Please note that the checklist enclosed should be used as a master copy. Do 
not write on it. Have your local copy shop make as many copies as you 
desire. You should have one page for each month during which your feeders 
will be in operation. If you lose, spindle, or mutilate your master copy, 
another can be obtained from the club secretary. 

The checklist contains the names of 29 species of birds that are most likely 
to be seen at feeders in this area. You may have one or more species 
regularly visiting your feeder that are not on this list. Don't despair. There 
is space for five write-ins. (But don't forget to call about the rare ones!) 

Use of the checklist: Simply place a check mark to the right of the bird's 
name below the date of the month on which the observation is made. If you 
wish, other information may be recorded also. You might want to record 
notes about the weather--for example, inches of snowfall (Just make a note 
in the top or bottom margin opposite the day of the month.) or you may wish 
to record numbers of birds observed—especially if a large number of a 
species or more individuals than usual appear, or if you have the high count 
of the season. Simply insert a number instead of, or in addition to, the 
check mark. Use your imagination to expand in any other way. 

Happy birding ! ! ! 



Ti- 13 

United States 
Alabama 
Statewide (205) 987-2730 

Alaska 
Statewide (907) 338-2473 
Kathemak Bay (907) 235-7337 

Arizona 
Phoenix (602) 832-8745 
Tucson (520) 798-1005 

Arkansas 
Statewide (501) 753-5853 

California 
Arcata (707) 826-7031 
Los Angeles (213) 874-1318 
Monterey (408) 375-9122; 

updates 375-2577 
Morro Bay (805) 528-7182 
Northern Calif. (510) 524-5592 
Orange County 

(714) 563-6516 
Sacramento (916) 481-0118 
San Bernardino 

(909) 793-5599 
San Diego (619) 479-3400 
San Joaquin/S. Sierra 

(209) 271-9420 
Santa Barbara (805) 964-8240 

Colorado 
Statewide (303) 424-2144 

Connecticut 
Statewide (203) 254-3665 

Delaware 
Statewide (215) 567-2473 

District of Columbia 
Districtwide (301) 652-1088 

Florida 9 q 

Statewide (8÷3.) 657-4442 
Miami (305) 667-7337 
Lower Keys (305) 294-3438 

/rGeorgia 
Statewide (770) 493-88.62 

Idaho 
Northern (208) 882-6195 
Southeast (208) 236-3337 

Illinois 
Central Illinois (217) 785-1083 
Chicago (708) 671-1522 
Dupage (708) 406-8111 
Northwestern (815) 965-3095 

Indiana 
Statewide (317) 259-0911 

Iowa 
Sioux City (712) 262-5958 

\.Statewide (319) 338-9881 

* /kw ; So. G-00%10- /X- rictrlo 
12.) 2P1 91f0 

North American 
Rare Bird Alerts 

Kansas 
Statewide (913) 372-5499 
Kansas City (913) 342-2473 
Wichita (316) 681-2266 

Kentucky 
Statewide (502) 894-9538 

Louisiana 
Baton Rouge (5041768-9874 

Maine 
Statewide (207) 781-2332; 

M-F 5pm-8am, 24 hr wkends 
Downeast/Central 

(207) 244 4116 

Maryland 
Statewide (301) 652-1088 

Massachusetts 
Boston (617) 259-8805 
Western Mass. (413) 253-2218 

Michigan 
Statewide (616) 471-4919 
Detroit (810) 477-1360 
Sault Ste. Marie 

(705) 256-2790 

Minnesota 
Duluth (218) 525-5952 
Statewide (612) 780-8890 

Missouri 
Kansas City (913) 342-2473 
Statewide (314) 445-9115 . 
St. Louis (314) 935-8432 

Montana 
Statewide (406) 626-2473 
Big Fork (406) 756-5595 

Nebraska 
Statewide (402) 292-5325 

Nevada 
Southern (702) 649-1516 
Northwest (702) 324-2473 

New Hampshire 
Statewide (603) 224-9900; 

24 hrs, 

New Jersey 
Cape May (609) 884-2626. 
Statewide (908) 766-2661 

New Mexico 
Statewide (505) 662-2101 

New York 
Albany (518) 439-8080 
Buffalo (716) 896-1271 
Ithaca (607) 254-2429 
Lower Hudson Valley (914) 

666-6614 
New York (212) 979-3070 

Texas 
Statewide (713) 992-2757 
Austin (512) 483-0952 
Northcentral (817) 329-1270 
Northeast (903) 759-8989 
J ,ower Rio Grande Valley 

(210) 969-2731 
San Antonio (210) 733-8306 
Siritoes454a4Q401=3,561t 

earros chrIsti [SW 7GS-0377 
Utah 
Statewide (801) 538-4730 

Vermont .21igt 
Statewide (802) 457-0141 

M S411.3=P241 
hrs; to report: (802) 457-2779 it now 2.4 hoorS 
Virginia 164415 
Statewide (804) 238-2713, 

(301) 652-1088 

Washington 
Statewide (206) 933-1831 
Southeastern (208) 882-6195 

Rochester (716) 425-4630 
Syracuse (315) 668-8000 

North Carolina 
Statewide (704) 332-2473 

Ohio 
Cincinnati (513) 521-2847 
Cleveland (216) 381-8325 
Columbus (614) 221-9736 
Blendon Woods Park 

(614) 895-6222 
SW Ohio (513) 277-6446 
NW Ohio (419) 875-6889 
Youngstown (216) 742-6661 

Oklahoma 
Oklahoma City (405) 373-4531 
Statewide (918) 669-6646 

Oregon 
Statewide (503) 292-0661 
Northeastern,(208) 882-6195 

Pennsylvania 
Allentown (610) 252-3455 
Philadelphia (215) 567-2473 
Western Penna. (412) 963'-0560 
Wilkes-Barre (717) 825-2473 

Rhode Island 
Statewide (401) 949-3870; 

reporting (401) 949-5454 

South Carolina 
Statewide (704) 332-2473 

Tennessee 
Statewide (615) 356-7636 
Chattanooga (AU) 843-2822 

(if 25) 

West Virginia 
Statewide (304) 736-3086 

Wisconsin 
Statewide (414) 352-3857 
Madison (608) 255-2476 

(except 9-3 M-F) 

Wyoming 
Statewide (307) 265-2473 

Canada 
Alberta 
Calgary (403) 237-8821 
Edmonton (403) 433-2473 

British Columbia 30 'Pt 

Vancouver (604) 737-
Victoria (604) 592-3381 

New Brunswick 
Provincewide (506) 382-3825 

Nova Scotia 
Provincewide (902) 852-2428 

Ontario 
Oshawa (905) 576-2738 
Ottawa (613) 825-7444 
Sault Ste. Marie (705) 256-2790" 
Toronto (416) 350-3000, push 

button phones, enter 2293) 
Windsor/Detroit (810) 477-1360 
Windsor/Pt. Pelee 

(519) 252-2473 
Hamilton (905) 648-9537 

Quebec 
Eastern Quebec (in French) 

(418) 660-9089 
Sagueny/Lac St. Jean (in 

French) (418) 696-1868 
Bas St. Laurent (in French) 

(418) 725-5118 
Western Quebec (in French) 

(819) 778-0737 

Montreal (in English1 
(514) 989-5076 

Saskatchewan _ 
Regina (306) 761-2094 

NOTE - Underlined phone num-
bers have been_updated since the 
last full RBA listing in Winging 

Please make it your responsi-
bility to notify us of changes. 
Write ABA's Colorado Springs 
office, or call us toll-free: (800) 
835-2473. Rev: 8/20/95 

Winging It, September 2995 


