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With huge expenditure of energy, Secretary Sally pulls herself out of the lawn 
chair. An excruciating climb up the stairs brings her to the computer room. A 
tremendous "kerthopp" places her in a chair facing the darkened screen. With her 
last ounce of energy she flips the switch that turns on the computer that leads to 
the program that helps her to write the Newsletter that informs all you would-be HBC 
members that 

HAMPSHIRE BIRD CLUB MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL TIME IS HERE!!! 

I hope you all recognize the extreme effort and sacrifice that is being made here by your usually all-purpose secretary whose sole purpose this August is to get the 
word out about the Club, its programs, field trips, and interesting birding events being planned, and to gently 'suggest payment of ership dues. She is thinking of 
nominating herself for sainthood. Ste. Sally-- has a nice ring to it, don't you think? --- Or maybe Ste. Sarah? 

But I digress. 

The end of August is in sight and I can no longer put this off. So with a 
little help from my friends -- chocolate, diet coke and word processor -- I offer 
the following: 

The Club is a good source of information for birdwatching newcomers as well as 
for the more experienced birder. All are welcome. As a member you receive monthly 
mailings describing regular programs, field trips, and bird related events in the 
area. You have access to our ever expanding lending library for birders located at 
the Hitchcock Center; earn the privilege of getting frostbite by participating in 
local Christmas Bird Counts (not mandatory); and can have a place on the Rare Bird 
Alert telephone tree (if desired). Through the VOICE (an up-to-date recorded 
telephone service) you will learn what and where birds are being seen, reminders of 
meetings and trips, and news that may not have been covered in the letter. All 
this, and as a new member, you receive the treasured and truly amazing MEMBERSHIP 
PACKET filled with membership-only kinds of information. (And you thought this was 
just another Bird Club!) 

As we go into our eleventh year as a Club, I have been looking over the programs 
and field trips that have been offered and am really amazed at how we have grown 
into the active and exciting Club we are today. For speakers we have been informed, 
challenged and entertained by some of the best academic and field ornithologists and 
nature photographers of our time, our own people being numbered among the 
illustrious group. Our first two programs this fall will feature Wayne Petersen in 
September and Jon Dunne in October -- not chopped liver, these two. Our field trip 
offerings have taken us to local spots for morning birding or further afield for 
all-day trips to Plum Island and the like. Among Our longer trips we have spent 
long weekends on Monhegan Island and at the source of the Connecticut River in New 
Hampshire and full weeks in Arizona and in Yellowstone. All these trips have been 
led by our own knowledgeable people. We have gone outside our club and arranged 
with professional groups to take us to Trinidad and Tobago and most recently to 

\.,/ Costa Rica. 



One of the goals of the HBC is to keep cost of membership as reasonable as 
possible. As with any community organization there is a whole lot of volunteer time ̀`---) 
that goes into making things happen, but the Club still has two main expenses - the 
cost of bringing quality programs to the community and the cost of mailings to keep 
members informed. Both of these costs are on the rise. Our ONLY income is from 
membership dues. As expenses rise, our budget gets tighter and tighter. We do want 
to continue to bring you the quality of programs we are known for. So ---

Oh, oh! --- QUICK --- RUN --- it's the 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$ PITCH $$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

Our membership year runs from September through August. We are not raising the 
price of membership. Simply stated, however, IF THERE IS ANY WAY THAT YOU COULD 
JOIN AT A SUPPORTING LEVEL (Birder, Big Birder or Rare Birder) IT WOULD BE VERY MUCH 
APPRECIATED. 

That's it! Wasn't that easy? Didn't hurt a bit, did it? 

Enclosed with this letter are the Membership and Release forms that should be 
filled out and sent to Tom Carpenter, membership secretary, along with a check for 
the appropriate amount. Also enclosed is the Rare Bird Alert form which also goes 
to Tom. Note that this form needs to be in no later than October 1 if you wish to 
be on the new tree. 

If you prefer to join at the first meeting, PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE bring your 
completed forms with you - saves wear and tear on easily confused secretaries. 

Now to the business at hand --

MONTHLY MEETINGS 

Monthly meetings are held on the second Monday of the month (holiday exception 
October 16, not 9), at the Hitchcock Center in Amherst, at 7:30 pm., September 
through June. People come early (and stay late) to socialize, immerse themselves in 
the "The Taste of HBC" (goodies provided by the Club and by members), and peruse the 
HBC Library. All programs are free and open to the public. I've been asked to 
remind you that if you need to park along the driveway do so on the north side only. 
Carpooling is a good idea when possible. 

On Monday. September 11, we are happy to again welcome one of our favorite 
speakers, Wayne Petersen, Field Ornithologist for the Massachusetts Audubon Society. 
He will be presenting a program on "Patterns in Migration." Wayne co-authored 
(with Richard Veit) Birds of Massachusetts, is the Summer Season and Christmas Bird 
Count Editor for the New England Region of National Audubon Society Field Notes, and 
has contributed over forty species accounts to the Audubon Society Master Guide to 
Birding. He is a frequent lecturer and presenter of birding workshops in New 
England. His research experience spans North and Central America from Belize to 
James Bay, Canada. Wayne is also an international tour leader for Field Guides, 
Inc., and the Massachusetts Audubon Society. Come join us for the first meeting of 
the year. It's a nice way to start the fall routine! 

On Monday. October 16, Jon Dunn, a major consultant in the production of the 
National Geographic Guide to the Birds of North America, a director of the 



successful bird tour organization, WINGS, Inc., acclaimed author and teacher, will 
be with us to talk about Warblers, the subject of his book, soon to be published by 
Houghton Mifflin. This meeting is being co-sponsored with the Athol Bird Club. 
Because we expect this special speaker to draw a large audience this meeting will 
most likely be moved to the Amherst Junior High School Auditorium. More details 
including directions will be given in the next Newsletter. 

Mark your calendars: On Monday. November 13, State Ornithologist Scott Melvin 
will present a program on the recovery program of the Piping Plover and will update 
the Grassland Bird Management at Westover. And on Monday. December 11, we gather 
for the annual holiday party when members show their own natural history slides, 
plans are made for the Christmas Bird Counts, and we eat ourselves silly. Details 
will be in future membership mailings. 

FIELD TRIPS 

The HBC offers two different types of trips: regular and fee-based. Regular 
field trips will be to spots easily reached and explored in one day. No costs other 
than travel, meals and incidental fees are involved. Please call the trip leader to 
register so plans can be made for the size of the group and you can be notified if a 
change is necessary. We carpool whenever possible and share in driving expenses. 
Fee-based trips are generally for a longer period, where costs are predetermined and 
participants pay in advance. 

If you have suggestions of places you would like the Club to visit, or would be 
interested in being considered as a trip leader, please contact the Field Trip 
Chair, Bob Bieda (91 Pomeroy St., Eacthampton, MA 01027; 4/3-527-2623). 

The complete fall and winter field trip schedule will be ready for the next 
mailing. Meanwhile here are several trips you may wish to be part of (call leaders 
for more information): 

On Saturday. September 9 Jim Marcum (549-1613) goes to Plum Island for 
shorebirds and warblers. 

Al Richards (665-2761) claims that Friday. September 15, will be "THE BEST DAY 
OF THE FALL TO WATCH HAWKS". He will meet people at Goat Peak Tower on 
Mount Tom at 9:00 a.m. 

And, on Saturday September 23, Bob Bieda (527-2623) will be helping us to sort 
out the fall warblers. 

HITCHCOCK NEWS OF INTEREST TO BIRDERS 

FALL BIRDING CLASS: Jan Ortiz, HBC President, is presenting her ever-popular 
birding classes again this fall. Relaxed and comfortable as well as being a 
comprehensive survey of birds during fall migration, the classes are geared for both 
beginners and experienced birders. Jan is a seasoned, respected and dedicated 
birder with a special gift for communicating her love and knowledge of birds. 
Evening classes will cover subjects of interest to birders and will preview species 
expected on the field trips. Three sessions will be offered. 

Session 1 (starting September 6) will have eight Wednesday evenings in the 
classroom, 7 pm. to 9 pm., followed by eight Saturdays in the field, 7 am. to noon. 



Sundays may be added as an optional field day depending upon the number of 
participants. There will also be longer trips to Plum Island, Quabbin, and the 
North Shore. The fee for this session is $95.00 for Hitchcock members and $130.00 
for non-members. 

Session 2 (starting September 7) and Session 3 (starting October 18) will have 
four Thursday evenings in the classroom, 7 pm. to 9 pm. followed by four slower 
paced Friday mornings in the field staying in the local area from 8 am. to noon. 
The fee for each of these shorter sessions is $50.00 for Hitchcock members and 
$75.00 for non-members. 

Because the Hitchcock Center is closed until September 2nd and the class begins 
on the 6th you are asked to call Jan personally at 549-1768.to register or to have 
questions answered. A check made out to the Hitchcock Center for the full amount of 
the fee should be sent to the Center at 525 South Pleasant St., Amherst, MA 01002. 

MISCELLANEOUS HBC NEWS (aka TERMINAL SILLINESS) 

Some of you may remember a couple years back when we ran a series of 
Bird-related spoofs called "Woozles" prompted by the wit and wisdom (?) of a Ms. 
Sallie Hoffman, chief scribe of the Nashoba Valley Bird Club Newsletter who defined 
Woozles as plays on the names and sometime the natures of real birds. She published 
samples in her newsletter. (Samples: Birds that annoy Bugs: Grate-crested 
Flyscratcher; Musical Birds: Highland Sandpiper; Inquisitive Birds: Common Snoop, 
and Mata Hari Woodpeeker; Birds with Better-known Twins: Chickadum.) This train of 
thought prompted many creative contributions from our members. From Ralph Cabana's 
Arizona birding trip came "Searching for the elusive Scaled/Gambels hybrid -- the 
Scrambled Quail. And his memory of evenings spent at the bar of the Stage Stop Inn 
in Patagonia, the Rose-throated Bacardi". They challenged us, we met the challenge! 
"Now, we don't want to Crossbills with the Nashoba Valley Bird Club, but have they 
not thrown down the Gannet? Do we let this go for Nodding? I think Knot!" (from 
the March, 1993 HBC newsletter.) This was such fun (especially for the two hard 
working scribes -- Sallie and Sally) that I propose the start of another round of 
bird related spoofs and serious silliness. How about starting a list of dream birds 
-- I mean that literally. I had been home from birding in Costa Rica for a few days 
when I dreamed I saw perched on a branch in the jungle canopy the number one target 
bird of the trip, the Brewster's Chicken-dove, a large chunky round bird with a huge 
bright green beak . Who needs the Resplendent Quetzal? Think of the potential for 
a life list! One of our members is working on a song-book changing the time honored 
lyrics of old familiar tunes to fit the Hampshire Bird Club image. What literary 
greatness lies before us? I await your responses! 

Don't forget to send your dues thus assuring the continuation of your membership 
in the Hampshire Bird Club (and Song-fest Society). Our membership year runs from 
September through August. You may join at any time, but this is the only letter 
that goes out to everyone on the mailing list. 

Questions? Please feel free to call me (549-1098) or our President Jan Ortiz 
(549-1768). 

Stai
Sally Venman, Corresponding Secretary 



Hampshire Bird Club 
Amherst, Massachusetts 

Jon Dunn is comi"ny to Amherst! 

The Hampshire Bird Club will be joined by the Athol Bird Club in co-sponsoring acclaimed author, 
teacher, consultant and birding tour leader deo Dams at the Amherst Regional High School auditorium 

on Monday, October 16 at 7:30 p.m. Jon will present a slide program on Warblers. 

about Jon Dunn . . . 

Jon has devoted most of his life to the close study of 
birds in North America and other parts of the world. He 
is a popular instructor with the Institute for Field Orni-
thology at the University of Maine at Machias and has 
been a director of the successful bird tour organization. 
WINGS. Inc.. for 20 years. leading tours to Alaska_ Ari-
zona. California. Texas, Point Pelee, Jamaica. Hong 
Kong. Thailand. Malaysia. Borneo. and other birding 
hot spots. Although his columns and comments on bird 
identification have appeared in virtually every major 
American bird journal, his work as one of the Chief 
Consultants for the widely acclaimed National Geo-
graphic Guide to the Birds of North America is probably 
his best known work. 

Jon's talk. . . bring your binoculars! 

Jon's talk. which is geared to appeal to beginners as well 
as experts. will give us a peek into some of his yet-to-be-
published insights dealing with warblers. He asks that 

you bring your binoculars to the meeting to help you 
focus on the more difficult identification problems. In-
cluded in this category are the Orange-crowned. Con-
necticut. Cerulean. Blackpoll and Bay-breasted War-
blers. Jon will also discuss conservation issues, as with 
the Kirtland's and Bachman's Warblers. Many of the 
slides he will use are from the book Field Guide to 
North American Warblers, which he is co-authoring 
with Kimball Garrett and which will be published by 
Houghton Mifflin in 1996. 

Remember -- we've moved the meeting! 

Jon is traveling from his home in Beaver Creek. Ohio. to 
be with us at this special meeting. He'll draw a large 
audience, so we have moved this one meeting to the 
auditorium of the Amherst Regional Junior High 
School. Pass the word along to your birding friends! 

For more information, contact Jan Ortiz (549-1768) or Shirley Hilborn (549-1362) 

Directions to the Amherst Regional. Junior High School 

From the Amherst Town Common at the intersection of Rts 9 and 116: Drive north on North Pleasant Street past 3 stoplights 
(Amity Street, Kellogg Street and Triangle Street). Beyond the 3rd light continue straight. North Pleasant Street turns to the 
left at the light to the University, and you want to be on East Pleasant Street. Look for the second right, which is Chestnut 
Street. (The first right is Chestnut Court.) The Junior High is about a quarter of a mile ahead on the left side of Chestnut 
Street, just before Chestnut Street turns to the right. Turn left into the parking lot in front of the school and look for the middle 
entrance, which leads directly into the auditorium. 

From the east: Take Route 9 east into Amherst. Look for the stoplight by the Town Common. which will be on your right. At 
the stoplight, turn right. Follow the directions from the Town Common above. 

From the west: Take Route 9 east into Amherst. At the stoplight at the top of the hill (at the Town Common) turn left and 
follow directions from the Amherst Town Common above. 

From the south: If you are coming in on Route 116, pick up the directions from the Amherst Town Common above. If you are 
coining in on Route 91. take exit 19 and follow directions from the west, above. 

From the north: Take Route 116 south to Route 9. Turn left on Route 9 and follow directions as though coming from the west. 



HAMPSHIRE BIRD CLUB 
RARE BIRD ALERT 

1995-1996 

A telephone tree is used to alert interested members to rare birds in 
the area. The Western Kingbird, Le Conte's Sparrow and Dickcissel 
were seen locally. People interested in traveling further afield 
viewed the Tufted Duck, Mountain Bluebird and Black-tailed Gull. 
These were just a few of the birds people saw or tried to see last 
year because of the tree. 

As was true last year, the VOICE will be used to report local 
sightings of interesting birds. This should meet the needs of many of 
us. For those of us who are more interested in going after rare or 
unusual birds, the Rare Bird Alert telephone tree will be activated. 
There will be two categories: 

A. For rare birds in the Pioneer Valley only. 
B. •For rare birds in the Pioneer Valley and beyond. 

Signing up for either category implies that you want to be called and 
are willing to call at any time. The secret to making the tree work 
is individual commitment to passing along the word. 

It is absolutely essential that you call the next person on the list 
immediately. If unable to reach that individual personally, you keep 
going down the list until you do reach someone. It is still your 
responsibility to see that those not contacted are reached later on. 
Please do not sign up if you are only casually interested. We have 
learned that the tree falls apart when even one person does not 
cooperate. 

People responding by October 1 will be included on the tree. The tree 
will be updated in January if new people wish to be added. 

The Alert is for HBC members only. If you want to be on the RARE BIRD 
ALERT telephone tree, please fill out the following form, detach and 
return it with your membership form to Tom Carpenter, 80 Federal 
Street, Northampton, MA 01006-2702. 


