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Dear Friends, 

With the spring migration gathering speed weekly, 
perhaps it's time to take a moment to review birding skills, 
determining what category you fall into and perhaps take 
measures to raise your recognition levels. On a scale of 
(5) - far exceeds normal, down to (1) - does not even meet 
minimal standards, how do you do at locating birds in 
binoculars? (5) Faster than a Peregrine Falcon. (4) Fast 
as a Chimney Swift. (3) Not quite as fast as a Chimney 
Swift. (2) Would you believe a slow Chimney Swift? (1) _ 
Have trouble locating chimneys. On Sight Identification? 
(5) Eyes of an eagle. (4) Eyes of a Blue Jay. (3) Needs 
binoculars. (2) Needs binoculars in good light. (1) Can't 
find binoculars. And Sound Identification? (5) Can 
recognize birds from a single chip. (4) Can recognize birds 
by song. (3) Can identify some birds by song. (2) Can hear 
songs. (1) Eh? 

Not as skillful as you would wish? Time to hit the 
guide books, song tapes, and work in the field. And, the 
HBC has some helpful suggestions for you. 

PROGRAMS 

I have lust reviewed the HBC program history and have 
discovered that our next speakers presented six of them. I 
could say that we keep asking them back hoping they'll get 
it right this time, but I don't think that would pass. They 
are just plain good. Mark Lynch and Sheila Carroll, our 
naturalist friends from Worcester, are well-known 
Massachusetts birders who have delighted us in past years 
with programs cataloging their adventures in Australia, 
England, Scotland, Howe Island, and Trinidad and Tobago. 
Mark' also participated on a panel discussing "Birding 
Ethics." This time their destination was Argentina and the 
slide presentation will take place on Monday, April 10, 7:30 
pm at the Hitchcock Center. Their photography, knowledge 
and humor combine to make them among our most popular 
presenters. A thoroughly satisfying evening is anticipated. 

A nominating committee -- Jim Marcum (chair), Sue 
Emerson, and Morris Lainer -- is in the process of drawing 
up a slate of officers and members-at-large to be presented 
to the membership for approval at the May meeting. Call one 
of them if you wish to offer a name for consideration. 

Al Richards wants you to know that the HBC T-SHIRT 
supply has been replenished and will be available in a 
variety of colors and sizes for $10.00 at the April meeting. 



Always available (from Sally) are the decals at $1.25 
and the iron-on decals at $3.00. 

Mark your calendars for May 8 when we will learn about 
seabirds from Rich Cech and for June 12 when Julio de la 
Torre returns for an update on owls. 

FIELD TRIPS 

Enclosed with this letter is the spring/summer Field 
Trip List. Take a moment and plan your birding for the next 
few months. You'll find a few new ventures along with the 
old favorites. 

On Saturday, April 8 Bob Bieda (527-2623) will be 
searching for early Warblers at the Ashley Reservoir. Meet 
him at the Holyoke Holiday Inn parking lot at 7 am. 

On Saturday, April 15 the annual Ruff trip to Plum 
Island will be led by Morris Lainer. Call him at 527-9412. 

On Sunday, April 23 Tom Gagnon (584-6353) will conduct 
a Spring Hawk Watch from Bray Tower on Mt. Tom. Meet at the 
tower at 9:30 am. Enter by Route 5 in Holyoke. There may 
be an entrance fee. 

On Saturday, April 29 Harvey Allen (253-7963) will take 
us on a half-day search for local Rails. 

And -- starting Tuesday, May 2, and continuing every 
Tuesday and Thursday throughout the month, the Club sponsors 
an early morning bird walk through Wildwood Cemetery in 
Amherst. No need to register - just meet the leader at the 
gate at 6:30 am. The walk is designed to finish at about 
8:00 am. so you can catch some warblers before work. 

LIBRARY 

• In order to expand the HBC library offerings, Anne Cann 
has proposed the setting up of a voluntary exchange of 
birding information among members. If you are interested in 
participating, an explanation and form is enclosed with this 
letter. 

Anne also asked me to remind members that the ABA 
Journal and Winging It are now available at the library. 



PROJECT TANAGER 

The Hampshire Bird Club will be participating again in 
Project Tanager, a national science project in progress at 
the Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology. It is designed to 
involve large numbers of volunteer birders across the 
country in determining the relationship of forest 
fragmentation to the success of breeding. Specifically, 
project participants gather data to test whether four 
species of North American tanagers are able to nest 
successfully in forest patches of different sizes. An 
update on the project can be read in the spring issue of 
BIRDSCOPE, a publication of Cornell Lab. 

We will be using the same 12 sites as last year 
(ranging in size from 3 to 300 acres) and hope to add 
several new ones. We will again work in teams to cover the 
areas. The first visit to each site will take place during 
the third or fourth week of May, according to the specific 
guidelines set up by Cornell, and will determine whether 
Scarlet Tanagers are at the site. If so, follow-up visits 
will take place in June and July to attempt to determine 
whether successful breeding has taken place. Our data will 
be sent to Cornell and analyzed with that from other areas 
of the country. 

If you are interested, please call Anne Lombard 
(586-7509) or Micky McKinley (367-9791). 

BIRDING with HITCHCOCK 

There is still time to sign up for the second session 
of the Spring Birding Class taught by Jan Ortiz. This 
session will run for four consecutive weeks starting on 
Thursday, April 27. The evening presentations run from 7:30 
- 9:00 pm. The field work will be on Fridays starting 
Friday, April 28 from 8:00 am - noon. 

Jan will also be leading the "Woodcock Watch" on 
Wednesday. April 12 at 6:30 pm sharp (rain date Friday, 
April 14). She will start with a brief slide presentation 
on the woodcock at the Center. Shortly before dusk the 
group will travel to a nearby site to view this unique 
courtship display. 

If you are interested in a volunteer research project 
or just interested in learning how data are gathered, Austin 
Stokes, graduate student at UMass and HBC member will be 
giving a brief slide show about his work showing how to 
handle birds captured in mist nets and how to band them on 
Saturday, April 22, 9:00 am - noon. 



Of family interest is Harry Lappen, Naturalist and 
Performer who will present a program "Birds in their 
Habitats" on Saturday, April 22, 1:30 - 2:15 pm. This 
program is designed to appeal to the K-6 crowd. 

And don't forget the GREEN SCENE, the spring fund-
raiser and auction on Friday. April 28. 5:30 - 8:00 pm at 
the Red Barn at Hampshire College. 

For more information or to register for any Hitchcock 
offering call the Center at 256-6006. 

OF GENERAL INTEREST 

As part of the HBC information gathering and dispensing 
service, your secretary is always on the lookout for 
enrichment items that may have been missed by you, the 
membership. In that light, I offer the following which will 
be of special interest to those born between March 21 and 
April 19: 

In 1967 the longest flight by a chicken, 302 feet, was 
accomplished by a hen born under the sign of Aries. And, in 
1955 -- an Aries python provided the only known case of a 
snake devouring a whole pig. 

Keep this in mind if Aries is your sign and if the 
Guiness Book of World Records is your goal. The wild and 
crazy Aries animals are everywhere. 

With warm wishes, 

Sally Venman, Secretary 


