
HAMPSHIRE BIRD CLUB 
October, 1994 

Dear Friends - 

October -- Ah! -- Autumn, the fall of the year, harvest time, the "season of mists 
and mellow fruitfulness" -- frosty mornings -- crisp sun-filled afternoons -- wood 
fires -- tart apples -- children dancing around carved pumpkins, singing merry 
pumpkin songs, and - - - 

!!! Christmas Catalogs !!! 

Isn't it comforting to receive a personal letter from a Bird Board which understands 
your needs and puts you first in ALL seasons! Let us make your month by offering 
the following: 

PROGRAMS 

The next meeting of the Club will be held on Monday. October 17, 7:30 pm, at 
the Hitchcock Center. VICTOR EMANUEL NATURE TOURS (VENT), thought by many to be the 
number one tour group in the birding game, was founded by Victor Emanuel, an 
outstanding name in the ornithological world. And we have the man himself as our 
October speaker. His experiences as a naturalist, birder, writer, traveler, field 
trip leader, and administrator are far too many to list here. In 1993 he was the 
recipient of the Roger Tory Peterson Excellence in Birding Award in recognition of a 
lifetime of dedication to careful observation, education and addition to the body of 
avian knowledge. He is very well rounded in his love of birds. He initiated the 
first birding camps for young people and considers that to be one of his greatest 
achievements. His associates - Kenn Kaufman, Roger Tory Peterson, Peter 
Matthiessen, Pete Dunne - to name four, read like a Who's Who in Natural History. 
One would be hard pressed to find anyone who has visited more birding spots in the 
world with any greater enthusiasm. Victor Emanuel derives great pleasure from 
seeing and hearing birds and sharing with others. We will be the honored ones as he 
shares his knowledge and love of birds in his program entitled "The Joys of Tropical 
Birding." In July, 1995, HBC is sponsoring a trip to Costa Rica through VENT - see 
description below. 

On Monday, November 14, Wayne Petersen, MAS Field Ornithologist and co-author 
of the recently published Birds of Massachusetts returns to present a program on 
"Changes in Massachusetts Bird Populations." And on Monday. December 12, we gather 
for the annual holiday party when members show their own natural history slides and 
plans are made for the Christmas Bird Counts. Details will be in future membership 
mailings. 

A problem: the HBC Board is concerned that our increasing numbers are 
outgrowing the Perry Room at the Hitchcock Center. We are most unhappy with the 
prospect of moving and have been working with the staff to solve the problem. 
However, if we are to continue to provide the quality programs that draw lots of 
people, we may have no choice but to move. We are now looking into other places and 
will keep you informed. In the meantime we will be bringing in extra chairs for the 
meetings and suggest that people arrive on the early side and carpool when possible. , 



HITCHCOCK PROGRAMS 

There is still space in Session 3 of the Fall Birding Class being taught by HBC 
president Jan Ortiz. There will be four Thursday evening classes (October 20, 27, 
November 3 & 10) followed by four local field trips on Friday mornings. Please call 
the Center at 256-6006 for more information and to register. 

FIELD TRIPS 

Enclosed is the Field Trip Committee's list of trips through March. I'll be 
reminding you of the trips in each newsletter, but you might want to take a moment 
now to look over the offerings and mark your calendar for those that especially 
interest you. Call the leader if you have questions. 

Saturday, October 15: Plum Island for hawks and late migrants with Morris Lainer 
(527-9412). Bring lunch. 

Wednesday, October 19: Mid-week Sparrow Search with Al Richards (665-2761). Meet 
at the Hitchcock Center at 7:30 a.m. 

Saturday, October 22: Hawk Watching on the Connecticut Coast with Bob Bieda 
(527-2623). Meet at the Holiday Inn parking lot off 1-91, Exit 15, at 6:30 
a.m. Bring a lawn chair and lunch. 

Costa Rica: 
The Club is sponsoring a thirteen-day trip to Costa Rica in July of 1995 

through Victor Emanuel Nature Tours (VENT). The response to this new way of 
providing trip opportunities has been gratifying. Ten people have already paid 
their deposits. This leaves four more spaces to fill. 

The natural riches of Costa Rica are legendary and it has become one of the 
world's premier natural history destinations. It is a small, stable country with a 
prosperous middle class, fine educational system, and spectacular highland terrain. 
For its size it is one of the richest countries in the world for birds, with over 
750 species known within an area the size of West Virginia. In addition, Costa Rica 
boasts the finest national park system in Latin America, protecting examples of all 
major habitats and the flora and fauna within. Many can not get away during March 
and April when most people visit Costa Rica so we have chosen July for our trip. 
Surprisingly, summer is actually 5 to 10 degrees cooler than in the winter. 
Although it is the rainy season, on most afternoons only one hard but brief rainfall 
is encountered, and these showers are followed by dawn-like bird activity. As we 
explore each of the major habitats, we will search for many of Central America's 
most spectacular birds. The list seems endless -- the magnificent Resplendent 
Quetzal, Three-wattled Bellbird, Black-chested Hawk, Great Tinamou, Scarlet Macaw, 
over thirty species of hummingbirds, ten trogons, motmots, barbets, manakins, and on 
and on and on. (Secretarial note -- I don't know which birds to pick to list for 
you. What I do know is that I will be one of the 14 sharing the adventure with 
friends who have also birded Wildwood Cemetary, Plum Island, and Barton's Cove.) 
From all reports it's a priceless (if pricey) once-in-a-lifetime experience. 

The dates: July 5 - 17, 1995. 
The price: $2545.00 per person double occupancy - does not include air fare to 

San Jose. (Current round trip fare is $793.00.) 
Deposit: $300.00 required to hold a place. 

Jim Marcum 549-1613 would be happy to answer any questions and to send you more 
detailed information on the leaders, itinerary, etc. 



Monhegan Island - Memorial Day Weekend: 

We leave from Port Clyde, Maine, on Friday, May 26 and spend all day Saturday 
and Sunday on the Island enjoying the migrating birds, the spring wild flowers, 
hiking, eating, laughing and having a wonderful "escape." We return to the mainland 
on Monday. The cost is approximately $180.00 per person plus shared gas costs to 
Port Clyde, parking and baggage fees, tips, lunches and snacks, and an optional 
lobster dinner on the Island. 

Monhegan Island is a very popular spot, not only for our club. Places to stay 
are limited, and reservations for the annual Memorial Day weekend trip need to be 
made by December this year. It seems early to be announcing this trip, but it is 
extremely popular and fills quickly. If you plan on going or if you think you would 
like to go, insure a spot for yourself by making a $25.00 deposit by December 1. 
Make the check out to the Hampshire Bird Club and send it to treasurer Al Richards, 
7 South Main St., Sunderland, MA 01375. Call Scott Surner at 253-7486 if you have 
questions. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

If you did not sign up to be on the Rare Bird Alert by the October 1 deadline 
and would be interested in being on the tree, an additional tree will be formed in 
December. Please contact Jan Ortiz at 549-1768 if you are interested. 

I remind you to call the HBC VOICE (WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS VOICE OF AUDUBON), 
the recorded telephone service, operated and updated weekly by Scott Surner. You 
will learn what birds have been seen in the area and hear about events of interest 
to birders, special programs or field trips that may not have been covered in 
newsletters. To receive this information call 253-2218. Check it regularly. If 
you have bird sightings you wish to report call 256-1836. Scott asks that when 
reporting you leave your name and phone number, identify the bird(s), and say when 
and where spotted and how many. 

I thought it might be useful for you to know the names and phone numbers of the 
HBC Board members should you have suggestions, questions or concerns. Board 
meetings are open to all members. Let us hear from you. 

Officers: 
Jan Ortiz (Pres.) 549-1768; Shirley Hilborn (V.P. & Program Chair) 549-1362; Al 
Richards (Treasurer) 665-2761; Tom Carpenter (Membership Chair) 584-0779; and 
Sally Venman (Sec'y) 549-1098. 

Members at Large: 
Bob Bieda (Field Trip Chair) 527-2623; Morris Lam er 527-9412; Pat Lynch 
549-5850; Jim Marcum 549-1613; Mark Mount 253-7580 and Scott Surner 253-7486. 

Anne Cann (253-7753) in her role of librarian wants you to know, that the Club 
is now a member of ABA (American Birding Association) and the magazine Birding and 
the newsletter Winging It will soon be appearing on the library shelf. If you are 
not an ABA member, here is your chance to sample the publications. Also to be found 
are additional books, periodicals, 'and catalogs that have been generously donated by 
members. The library is housed on the first floor of the Hitchcock and is for 
member's use only. 

In her role of Commissary Dispenser (Chief Provider of the Punch and Cookies) 
the same Anne Cann reminds you that donations of food and money are always welcome. 



A Plea: Is there anyone out there who would be interested in taking over the 
role of "publicity person?" All it involves is sending news releases to the media 
giving information about our monthly programs. At the present time, we cover eight 
newspapers, two radio stations and the local Cable TV in Amherst. If you would be 
interested in giving it a whirl, please call me (Sally V.) at 549-1098. 

The Sixth Annual Statewide Massachusetts Birders' Meeting is co-sponsored by 
the Massachusetts Audubon Society and the Brookline Bird Club. It will take place 
on Saturday, November -19, Noon - 7:00 p.m. with a Banquet at 7:00 p.m. at Bently 
College in Waltham. This informative day includes presentations and discussions 
(includes Simon Perkins, Dr. Katherine Parsons, Dr. Elisha Atkins, and William 
Burt), identification workshops, Audubon and Conservation Teacher of the Year 
Awards, Reception, Book Signings, Demonstrations, & Exhibits. An evening banquet 
and program will feature Dr. Noble Proctor presenting his program on "Attu: Birding 
and Outer Limits." For more information, contact Wayne Petersen 617-259-9506, Ext. 
7412. 

It is with great sadness that I have to finish this newsletter on a very 
serious note --

Recently a birder was assaulted at gunpoint while birding alone. Unfortunately 
events of this nature are no longer rarities in our Valley. 

We birders frequent out of the way places such as the Hadley and Northampton 
Meadows, Quabbin, and other quiet and secluded spots. 

Please take this seriously and use every caution. Try not to bird alone if at 
all possible. 

Sincerely, 

Sally Venman, Secretary 


