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May and June 1994 

Dear Friends, 

In order that the hands behind the word processor can be better employed as the hands 
behind the binoculars, this letter will be short! (Oh sure -- "Promises, promises", mumbles 
the reader.) This is also a two-months-in-one mailing to allow the same hands behind the 
same word processor a break. (Besides, I'll be gone most of May.) 

PROGRAMS 

The HBC fledged fully in the fall of 1984. One of its first members and one of its 
first presenters migrated over the Holyoke Range from South Hadley to give an absolutely 
delightful program on her "addiction, the Black-capped Chickadee. The title of her program, 
"Flock Switching in Black-capped Chickadees" got lots of attention and was the first of 
roughly biannual visits updating her research. Her last update in November, 1992, was after 
the publication of her well received and very readable book, The Black-capped Chickadee. She 
also participated as a panel member in an HBC program concerning birding ethics. On Monday. 
May 9, HBC member Susan Smith, Professor of Biological Sciences at Mount Holyoke College, 
will return to present .a program focusing on a spot far from her backyard mist nets and 
banded chickadees. The subject of Susan's program is "Antarctica. Please note that we have 
not asked her back repeatedly (this will be her fifth presentation) because she pays her 
yearly dues. Be there! You wont regret it! 

A short business meeting will precede the program. We are required by the By-laws to 
elect Board officers and members for the coming year at our May meeting. The nominating 
committee (Paul Champlin, Marilyn Gonter and Jim Marcum, chair) will present the following 
slate for your approval: Jan Ortiz (President), Shirley Hilborn (Vice President/Program 
Director), Al Richards (Treasurer), Sally Venman (Communications Secretary), Tom Carpenter 
(Membership Secretary) and Bob Bieda, Morris Lahier, Pat Lynch, Mark Mount, Jim Marcum, and 
Scott Sumer (Members at Large). Nominations will also be accepted from the floor, if 
seconded. Board meetings are open to the general membership. Let one of us know if you 
would be interested in attending. 

On Monday, June 13 Tom French will be with us to present a program entitled "Natural 
Heritage and Endangered Species." Tom has been with the Massachusetts Division of Fisheries 
and Wildlife for ten years working in conservation education. His job is funded from money 
received from the voluntary checkoff for endangered wildlife on the Massachusetts income tax 
form. He did his graduate work in zoology and has done postdoctoral work at Cornell 
University. He has also worked as a zoologist with the National Audubon Society and with the 
Nature Conservancy. Tom's natural history experiences, ranging from shrews to whales, are 
numerous and widespread. He will give us a great fmish for our program year. 

Al Richards reminds you that he still has T-shirts with the famous HBC logo (thanks to 
Chris Page) on sale for the amazingly low price of $10.00. The same famous logo can be found 
on decals for $1.25 and on the patch for $3.00. When you are on vacation this summer, let 
the world know that you are a proud member of the Hampshire Bird Club. 



FIELD TRIP REMINDERS 

MAY: 

Starting Tuesday. May 3, and continuing every Tuesday and Thursday throughout the month, 
the Club sponsors an early morning bird walk through Wildwood Cemetery in Amherst. No need 

. to register - Just meet the leader at the gate at 6:30 a.m. The walk is designed to finish 
at about 8:00 a.m. so you can catch some warblers before work. 

On Saturday. May 14, Don Kroodsma will be leading a group interested in "Birding by 
Ear." The group is limited to 12 participants. Call Don at 253-5519 for more information. 

Saturday. May 21, is the date set for the 1994 Massachusetts Audubon Birdathon. Call 
Tom Gagnon at 584-6353 for more information. 

Friday, May 27, is the start of the Spring Monhegan Weekend led by Scott Surner 
(253-7486). 

On Saturday, May 28, Bob Bieda will lead a group to Plum Island searching for shorebirds 
and warblers. Call Bob at 527-2623. 

JUNE: 

Saturday. June 4, a group led by Al Richards (665-2761) and Tom Gagnon (584-6353) will 
be birding Mount Greylock. 

On the evening of Friday, June 17 (note the date change) Al Richards (665-2761) will be 
searching for Whip-Poor-Wills. 

JULY: 

Monday, July 25, is First Monday Morning on the Longmeadow Sandbar from 7:00 to 9:00 
a.m. led by Bob Bieda (527-2623). 

AUGUST: 

On Saturday, August 27, Bob Bieda (527-2623) and Al Richards (665-2761) will lead a 
group (no more than 12) to Monomoy Island, Cape Cod. 

SEPTEMBER: 

Saturday, September 10, will be a trip in search for Warblers and Shorebirds on Plum 
Island led by Jim Marcum (549-1613). 

On Wednesday. September 14, Al Richards (665-2761) will lead the Mid-week Hawk Watch. 
And on Saturday. September 24, Paul Champlin (253-5047) will be in search of Fall 

Warblers. 

I remind you again to call the HBC VOICE. By calling this recorded telephone service, 
operated and updated weekly by Scott Sumer, you will learn what birds have been seen in the 
area and hear about events of interest not covered in the mailings. To receive this 
information call 253-2218. Check it regularly. 



HITCHCOCK CENTER 

On Saturday, May 14. 7:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m., Karl Meyer, HBC birder and bicyclist will be 
"Birding the Bike Path." Starting and ending at Elwell Island State Park Karl will guide us 
along the bike path in search of the many birds in the Valley at the height of the spring 
migration. Beginning bikers and birders welcome. Helmets are required. 

On Sunday. May 15. 6:00 - 9:00 a.m., Andrew Magee, HBC birder and naturalist will guide 
us to "Birding Hot Spots at Northfield Mountain." This is for birders of all abilities. 
It's your chance to investigate another great birding location. 

On Saturday. May 21. 2:00 - 3:30 p.m., Lillian Lund Files returns to the Valley with her 
wonderful slide lecture "Bring Back the Bluebirds." 

And on Thursday, June 2, 7:30 - 9:00 p.m. there is a program of interest to all, 
especially those who will be participating in the Costa Rica trip in July, '95. Phil 
Robakiewicz will share his "Travels in Costa Rica." 

(Call the Center at 256-6006 for more information.) 

OF GENERAL INTEREST 

The Board is very happy to announce that the response to the request for Conservation 
Committee volunteers in the last Newsletter, was gratifying. Anne Lombard has agreed to 
coordinate interested people and Micky McKinley has gathered information around Project 
Tanager which will be the first project. Anne gives us the following: 

PROJECT TANAGER 

The Hampshire Bird Club will be participating in Project Tanager this spring and summer. 
Project Tanager is a national science project in progress at the Cornell Laboratory of 
Ornithology designed to involve birders across the country in determining the relationship of 
forest fragmentation to the success of breeding. Specifically, project participants gather 
data to test whether four species of North American tanagers are able to nest successfully in 
forest patches of different sizes. The hope is that volunteer birders will be able to 
collect data on a massive scale not possible by any team of professional researchers. 

We are in the process of selecting 12 sites in the Valley ranging in size from 30 to 300 
acres. Depending on the number of people interested, we will divide into three teams, each 
team responsible for four sites. The first visit to each site will take place during the 
third or fourth week of May, according to the specific guidelines set up by Cornell, and will 
determine whether scarlet tanagers are at the site. If so, follow-up visits will take place 
in June and July to attempt to determine whether successful breeding has taken place. Our 
data will be sent to Cornell and analyzed with that from other areas of the country. 

If this project is a success, and interest continues, we plan to become involved in 
other conservation projects in the future. 

If you are interested, please call Micky McKinley (367-9791) or Anne Lombard (586-7509) 

HAVE A WONDERFUL BIRD-FILLED SUMMER 


