
HAMPSHIRE BIRD CLUB 
March, 1994 

Dear Friends, 

Isn't this great weather? I have Rose-breasted Grosbeaks at 
my feeder and Common Yellowthroats at my birdbath. Each 
morning the Northern Oriole wakes me, singing outside my 
window. Major hallucinations, creative visualizations, 
spiritual enlightenment? -- Only my analyst knows. Oh, 
the plight of the aging, snow-bound, winter-weary birder. 

On to March: March On! 

MEETINGS 

On Monday, March 14, 7:30 pm, at the Hitchcock Center, 
we have as our speaker William Burt, photographer and 
naturalist. A noted Connecticut photographer, Bill has been 
searching out and photographing natural history subjects for 
twenty years, with particular devotion to marshes and 
marshbirds, especially rails. His forays into the swamps 
have resulted in exhibitions, many awards and feature 
articles in magazines (Smithsonian, Audubon, etc.). He has 
just finished writing his first book Shadowbirds, an 
adventure/essay about dark meadows and rare, elusive birds. 
His program for us will feature these wonderful creatures. 

Mark your calendars for the rest of the year: April 11 --
Alvah Sanborn on Sanibel; May 9 -- Susan Smith on 
Antarctica; and June 13 -- Tom French on endangered species. 

FIELD TRIPS 

Sat. 3/12 Rhode Island -- Early Spring with Paul Champlin 
(253-5047). 

Sat. 3/19 Start of the Trinidad and Tobago trip with Jim 
Marcum (549-1613). 

Sat. 3/26 Connecticut River Valley with Al Richards 
(665-2761). 

Sat. 4/9 Early warbler search at Ashley Reservoir with Bob 
Bieda (527-2623). Meet at the Holyoke Holiday Inn 
parking lot at 7 am. 

Enclosed with this letter is the spring/summer Field Trip 
List. Take a moment and plan your birding for the next few 
months. You'll find a few new ventures along with the old 
favorites. And on the back of the Field Trip List you will 
find the revised HBC Field Trip Policy statement clarifying 
fee-based trips. 



COSTA RICA TRIP 

As announced in the last letter, the Club is sponsoring a 
thirteen-day trip to Costa Rica in 1995 through Victor 
Emanuel Nature Tours (VENT). The response to this new way 
of providing trip opportunities was gratifying. Eight 
people have already paid their deposits. This leaves six 
more spaces to fill. Here are a few of the particulars you 
will want if considering being one of the participants. 

Costa Rica is often called the "Switzerland of Central 
America." It is a small, stable country with a prosperous 
middle class, fine educational system, and spectacular 
highland terrain. For its size it is one of the richest 
countries in the world for birds, with over 750 species 
known within an area the size of West Virginia. In 
addition, Costa Rica boasts the finest national park system 
in Latin America, protecting examples of all major habitats 
and the flora and fauna within. As we explore each of the 
major habitats, we will search for many of Central America's 
most spectacular birds. The list seems endless -- the 
magnificent Resplendent Quetzal, Jabiru, Black-chested Hawk, 
Black Guan, Double-striped Thick-knee, Scarlet Macaw, over 
thirty species of hummingbirds, ten trogons, motmots, 
barbets, manakins, and on and on and on. (Secretarial note 
-- I don't even know which birds to pick to list for you. 
What I do know is that I have convinced myself and will be 
one of the 14 to experience the adventure.) 

The dates: July 5 - 17, 1995. 
The  per person-double occupancy - does 

not include air fare to San Jose. (current 
roundtrip fare is $793.00) 

Deposit: $300.00 required to hold a place. 
Call Jim Marcum at 549-1613 for further information about 
the trip, its leaders and the itinerary. 

BIRDING with HITCHCOCK 

Jan Ortiz, HBC president, experienced birder, field trip 
leader and teacher will again be teaching the Spring Birding 
Class for the Hitchcock Center. There will be two sessions 
this year. Session One will run for 8 consecutive weeks, 
two times a week starting March 30 (Wednesday evening at the 
Center, 7:00 - 9:00; and Saturday morning in the field, 7:00 
- 12:00). There will be an all-day trip to Plum Island on 
May 21. Session Two will run for four consecutive weeks 
starting April 28. (The class will meet on Thursday 
evenings at Applewood from 7:30 - 9:00 with the field work 
on Friday mornings, 8:00 - 11:00). Jan offers this 
description: "The classes are geared to birders of all 
levels, but the pace will be leisurely. Ample time will be 
given to view and discuss the birds we see. Using slides 
and bird mounts in the classroom sessions, we will discuss 
migration, behavior, identification, song and what species 
we expect to see in the field. We will also take some time 
each week to note the progression of spring and how it 
relates to bird migration." Call the Center at 256-6006 
for fee information and to register. 



OTHER BIRDING OPPORTUNITIES 

On Thursday. March 24, 7:30 - 9:00 at Arcadia there will be 
a program on "Changes in Massachusetts Bird Populations" 
presented by Wayne Petersen, MAS Field Ornithologist. Wayne 
has recently finished, with Richard Veit, Birds of 
Massachusetts, a study of bird populations in Massachusetts. 
Some species are new, some are declining, some are 
increasing. Join Wayne as he explains the changes in the 
populations of many different species here in Massachusetts 
and suggests reasons for the changes. 

REMINDERS 

Scott Surner asked to remind you about the fifth regional 
NORTHEAST HAWK WATCH conference focusing on raptor migration 
to be held March 19 and 20 in Northampton, and to tell you 
that the organizers are in need of volunteer help. If you 
can lend a hand please call him at 253-7486. Contact Else 
Greenstone, 10 Moss Lane, Cranford, NJ 07016 (908-276-4605) 
for registration information. 

February 9 - April 14: A traveling exhibition of John James 
Audubon's original magnificent watercolors from The Birds 
of America will be in Boston at the Museum of Fine Arts. 
Call the Museum at 617-267-9300 for more information about 
the exhibit, lectures and fees. 

April 21 - 22: The Native Grassland-Heathlands of the 
Northeast conference will be held at UMASS in Amherst. This 
conference will incorporate a broad range of grassland 
issues, including grassland management, rare flora and 
fauna, fire ecology, butterfly re-introduction and grassland 
bird populations. This is sponsored by Massachusetts 
Audubon. For more information contact Andrea L. Jones at 
617-259-9500, ext. 7401. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Enclosed with this mailing is information on the new HBC 
Lending Library. And, I am extremely happy to announce that 
I finally got the New Member's packet out to the new 
members. If somehow I missed someone, please give me a call 
(549-1098). Included in the packet was a copy of the 
By-laws, the Dead Bird Sheet (Does anybody have a use for 
this dead bird?), a copy of the ABA Birding Ethics, the Rare 
Bird Cross Country phone list and the Feeder Check List. 
The Member's List and the Eight Question Birding Game were 
sent to those who had not previously received them. Should 
anyone want extra copies of any of these, I'll always have 
them at the meetings or would be happy to send them to you 
-- just call. 

Guess that's it for March. 
Happy Duck Hunting! 

Sally, the Secretary 


