
HAMPSHIRE BIRD CLUB 
February, 1994 

Dear Friends, 

In yesterday's mail I received yet ANOTHER post card 
picturing 3 Aves Tropicales: Tucan, Paloma del Espiritu 
Santo and Lapa. The sender found the "beauty of this 
birding/naturalist trip unbelievable" and assures me that I 
"would go wild" there. I can't wait to share with him the 
fact that while he was enduring tropical heat, I was 
building New England character and muscular strength 
communing with snow, sleet, ice and rain. While he was 
hearing unfamiliar bird songs I was hearing the familiar 
voice of WTTT's Brian McCullough telling me to "stay tuned 
for the list of cancellations." My friend has missed and 
will never be able to recapture or such joy! 'Tis a pity! 

Before the joy completely overwhelms me (I wonder if there 
is some way I can put the wood stove and the word processor 
in the same room?), I bring you the HBC news filled with 
warm tidings of birding cheer. 

Warmth is guaranteed on Monday. February 14, 7:30 pm at the 
Hitchcock Center when Mark Lynch and Sheila Carroll, our 
naturalist friends from Worcester, return to the Club for 
the fifth time to present a program on Trinidad and Tobago. 
Mark and Sheila are well-known Massachusetts birders who 
have delighted us in past years with programs cataloging 
their adventures in Australia, England and Scotland. Their 
photography, knowledge and humor combine to make them among 
our most popular presenters. A thoroughly satisfying 
evening is anticipated. Their subject will be of special 
interest to a few members who will be travelling to Trinidad 
and Tobago in March with Jim Marcum on the Club's first 
out-of-the-country field trip. 

Future Programs: 
March 14: Bill Burt on Rails 
April 11: Alvah Sanborn on Sanibel 
May 9: Susan Smith on Antarctica 
June 13: TBA 

Field Trip reminders: 
2/5: Roadside Raptor Survey (Scott Surner at 253-7486) 
2/12: American Museum of Natural History (Morris 

Lainer at 527-9412) 
2/19: Maine's Southern Coast (Scott Surner. at 

253-7486) 
2/26: Rhode Island's Coast (Paul Champlin at 253-5047) 
3/5: Southeastern Massachusetts (Fred Thurber at 

508-636-3954; local arrangements through Bob Bieda 
at 527-2623) 



It is exciting to announce that the Club is sponsoring a 
thirteen day trip to Costa Rica in 1995 through Victor 
Emanuel Nature Tours (VENT). I will be sending more 
information about the trip in March but here are a few of 
the particulars you will want if considering being one of 
the participants. 

The dates: July 5 - 17, 1995. 
The price: $2545.00 per person double occupancy - does 

not include air fare to San Jose. (current 
roundtrip fare is $793.00) 

Deposit: $300.00 required to hold a place. 
If you wish to have more information now, call Jim Marcum at 
549-1613 or Al Richards at 665-2761. The trip is limited to 
14 participants. 

We have good news concerning the HBC library which is up and 
running thanks to Shirley Hilborn. With help from the staff 
at Hitchcock she has found a place for the library at the 
Center. In order to expand and update our collection, she 
compiled a list of titles which the Club then purchased. 
Most of the Lane Guides and standard Field Guides are 
available along with other books of interest to birders. 
The books will be for our members' use only and can be 
signed out for a month (just follow the easy directions) at 
Bird Club meetings or during the hours that the Center is 
open. If you should wish to donate books to the library 
please bring them to a meeting or call Anne Cann (253-7753) 
who is__in_charge while ±he Hilborns_are_on sabbatical.   

The iron-on HBC Patch has arrived and it is simply gorgeous, 
thanks to Jim Marcum's persistence and Chris Page's design. 
It is so handsome we were tempted to up the price when we 
saw it. We did not, however, and all this beauty can be 
yours for only $3.00 -- purchase at the meeting or send a 
check made out to the Hampshire Bird Club and a 
self-addressed stamped envelope to me (Sally Venman, 43 
Ridgecrest Rd., Amherst, MA 01002). It's almost worth 
buying a jacket to put it on. 

Enclosed is the 1993-1994 membership list as of January 31. 
If you should find any errors, I would appreciate kind and 
gentle notification so I can discipline my word processor. 
I have also enclosed a copy of Scott Surner's favorite game 
-- The Eight Question Birding Game, or "How to Keep Your 
Friends While Showing Off Your Birding Knowledge" as told to 
and translated by Lynn Rubinstein. 

Bird News of Western Massachusetts subscribers can be 
expecting the first issue to arrive in late winter. The 
Winter, 1994, issue contains the records for the Fall, 1993. 

I remind you again to call the HBC VOICE (WESTERN 
MASSACHUSETTS VOICE OF AUDUBON). By calling this recorded 
telephone service, operated and updated weekly by Scott 



Surner, you will learn what birds have been seen in the area 
and hear about events of interest to birders not covered in 
the mailings. To receive this information call 253-2218.
Check it regularly. If you have bird sightings you wish to 
report call 256-1836. Scott asks that when reporting you 
leave your name and phone number, identify the bird(s), and 
say when and where spotted and how many. 

The "New Members Packet" including such wonders as the 
"Dead Bird Sheet" should reach new members within the next 2 
weeks. Your secretary is working for the procrastination 
award of the year which is why it's so late. Sorry. 

Other events we feel might be of interest to our membership: 

February 12, 8:00 pm - midnight: Dave Ziomek, Director of 
Hitchcock and HBC birder will lead an Owl Prowl for the 
Center. Call 256-6006 for fee information and to 
register. You might want to check the Hitchcock 
Newsletter -- there are many events to interest the 
natural history buff. 

February 9 - April 14: A traveling exhibition of John James 
Audubon's original magnificent watercolors from The 
Birds of America will be in Boston at the Museum of 
Fine Arts. Call the Museum at 617-267-9300 for more 
information about the exhibit, lectures and fees. 

March 19 and 20: The Hawk Migration Association of North 
America and Northeast Hawkwatch will conduct a 
conference on raptor migration in the Northeast in 
Northampton, MA. For information contact Else M. 
Greenstone, 10 Moss Lane, Cranford, NJ 07016. Tel. 
908-276-4605. 

April 21 - 22: The Native Grassland-Heathlands of the 
Northeast conference will be held at UMASS in Amherst. 
This conference will incorporate a broad range of 
grassland issues, including grassland management, rare 
flora and fauna, fire ecology, butterfly 
re-introduction and grassland bird populations. This 
is sponsored by Massachusetts Audubon. For more 
information contact Andrea L. Jones at 617-259-9500, 
ext. 7401. 

It has been brought to my attention that there are some 
people out there in Reader Land who believe that your scribe 
suffers from terminal silliness. NONSENSE! I do notice 
however that sometimes when I near the end of a particularly 
long and difficult HBC newsletter I feel....a....puzzling... 
power....envelop me an....aura a breeze of 
....oh  I  feel it now oh 
 oh-oh 



As you all undoubtedly know, February is National Home-baked 
Fudge Month. While we all celebrate this and Groundhog Day, 
Lincoln's Birthday, Valentine's Day, and Washington's 
birthday, I believe there are other days equally qualified 
for merry making. Here's something for everyone: 

2/6: The One Week Anniversary of Superbowl Sunday. 
Some people who can't use the TV remote control 
unit responsibly will be taken away by the remote 
control police. 

2/7: Charles Dickens applied for a Reader's Ticket at 
the British Museum in 1830. He was 18. 

2/11: The Year of the Dog begins. 
2/14: Sweetheart Day. Count 100 snowmobiles, then look 

for a fat woman in a purple dress and a short man 
in a green bow tie. The next person you speak to 
you will marry. Pass it on. 

2/15: White House gets touchtone voice-mail system. 
2/19: Mr. Rogers' Neighborhood debuts in 1968. 
2/23: International Pancake Day. Celebrate with 

flapjacks in the a.m. For dinner continue the 
celebration by treating yourself to a plate of 
grits with mashed potatoes, biscuits and gravy. 
Side order of macaroni and cheese. 

2/27: Saccharin was discovered in 1879. Only 294 days 
to prepare for the Annual Christmas count-- make 
your plans now! 

3/6: In case I don't have the chance to remind you in 
the next letter, be sure to raise a glass of milk 
to the Oreo Cookie, for on this date 82 years ago 
the very first Oreo was sold from a small store in 
Hoboken, New Jersey. You might call it an 
eighty-second "Oreo-versary?" 

Wishing you lots of winter finches and perhaps a Snowy Owl 
or two. And please learn how to use you television's remote 
control -- we want to see you at the February meeting. 

Sincerely, 

SasA
Sally Venman, Secretary 


